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STUFF 
HIGH SCALED 


“Frankie and Johnny” in 
2 Style Entertainment 
at Lew Ney’s Soiree 


A hunk of iron now holds open the 
front door, the dictionary is back 
on the table, and the slave driver of 
Variety nonchalantly assigns a re- 
porter to cover a poet’s soiree in 
Greenwich Village. 

That’s enough to interrupt any 
one’s knitting. 

The soiree was held in the Wil- 


liam and Mary Coffee Shop in 
Greenwich Village on April 20. It 


(Continued on page 2) 


Naming Honorary Months 
On College Yell Idea 


Harry Thomas, of First Division 
Pictures, is the latest film executive 
to have a month named after him. 
Budd Rogers of Gotham recently 
was awarded an honorary month, 
Joseph Kennedy of FBO is another. 

It threatens to be an epidemic, 
after a s!ow start from other sea- 
sons. 

The gag is to inspire the sales- 
men to “fight fiercely for good old 
Harvard,’ on the assumption that 
the two-fisted swivel chairers will 
appropriately grateful. 


Former Russian Producer 
Now Extra in Hollywood 


Hollywood, Aprid 24. 

A special movie made famous the 
Russian generals and grand dukes 
Who give their last commands as 
Hollywood extras. 

Add to this contingent of Russian 
ex-almighties in Hollywood a for- 
mer Russian movie producer now 
Playing extra parts when he can 
get. them. He was one of the 
earliest and biggest movie producers 
in the pre-war Russia and came to 
Hollywood about two years ago to 
repeat his Moscow triumphs. 


A company was formed for him’ 


by a few of his compatriots, Los 
Angeles Storekeepers, but fell apart 
when the producer failed to draw 
Some additional and more substan- 
tial backing. 

Now the ex-producer reproduces 
the taxi-drivers’ faces for their li- 
censes and seeks work as an extra 
when his photo business gets slack, 
which happens altogether too often, 


Ethel on Formality 


As Ethe! Barrymore walked 
into a rehearsal of a play of 
which she was the shining star, 
a@ very young man of the 
company called out: 

“Hello, Eth!” 

“Don't be so formal,” 
torted Miss Barrymore. 
me Kid.” 


MINISTER RATES 
POP SONGS 
OVER SERMONS 


Syracuse, N. Y., April 23. 

Take it straight from the shoul- 
der, or lips, of a Syracuse preacher, 
that topical songs. skate circles 
around all the flowery sermons in 
the land, past or present, for ef- 
fect. 

Before @ capacity 
at the First Baptist Church Sun- 
day night, Rev. Dr. . Bernard. C. 
Clausen went on record as saying 
that “the writers of ‘My Blue Heav- 
en’ and ‘Baby Feet Go Pitter-Patter 
‘Cross My Floor’ have done more 
to glorify the simple home than all 
the millions of sermons which have 
been delivered from the pulpits of 
Christian churches.” 

Dr. Clausen preached on what he 
nominated as the year's five best 
song sellers, “Blue Heaven,” Baby 
Feet,” “Among My Souvenirs,” “The 
Song Is Ended” and “Let a Smile 
Be Your Umbrella.” 

As the preacher 
number, Prof. Harry 
played the song refrain on 
church organ. 


re- 
“Call 


congregation 


discussed each 
Hibbard 
the 


Des Moines, April 24. 

Running away at 18 and joining 
the Barnum and Bailey circus, dis- 
guised as a man, Mary Miller, 78, 
has just been found out in a hos- 
pital at Iowa City, Ia., where she Its 
being treated for pneumonia. 

Posing as “George” Miller for 60 
years, “because men have an easier 
time than women and get all the 
breaks,” Mary is giving the officials 
worry as to what should be done 
with her if recovering. She insists 
she will continue to live as a man 
and stay at her job as night watch- 
man for a railroad. 

For 10 years Mary was 4 rope 
walker with Barnum and Bailey; 
then was a section hand on the 
Great Western Railroad and later 
employed as a farm hand, 


SHUBERTS 


NDEC 


ENCY 


Lee Shubert and Attorney 
Tell District Attorney 
Joab Banton They Think 
It Indecent Performance 
—Attorney Also Writes 
Letter to D. A. — B’way 
Producers Posing as Mor- 
alists and Censors 


JOKE OF ALL TIME 


Over the telephone and by letter 
to District Attorney Joab Banton in 
New York, the Shuberts, by Lee 
Shubert in person, and their at- 
torney, William Klein, have pro- 
tested to Mr. Banton against the 
alleged “indecency” of the Theatre 
Guild’s “Strange Interlude” current 
at the Golden theatre. 

Last week Lee and Klein spoke 

(Continued on page 52) 


Free Picture Shows 
Ruining Other Exhibs 


Oklahoma City, April 24. 

Lew Wentz, millionaire oil opera- 
tor, who has taken up pictures as 
a hobby and is giving free shows 
for the public in Ponca City, has 
two theatre owners in Ponca City 
worried because of the unbeatable 
opposition offered through the free 
shows. 

They have filed pleas for help 
with the Oklahoma M. P. T. O. 

No action has yet been taken but 
Wentz may be called on to close his 
picture show to save the two ex- 


hibitors, 


ENDS 30 YEARS’ DATE 


Los Angeles, April 24, 

After about 30 years of consecu- 
tive playing dn Catalina Island,. C. 
H, Porter's military band is to be 
replaced by a permanent orchestra 
of 20 pieces. 

Wm. Wrigley, Jr., who owns and 
operates the isle, starts the new 
musical plan next month, 


Important Story 


Attention of all show people, 
particularly picture men, is di- 
rected toward the story cn 
page 3 of this issue, headed: 


France Recedes—Or Else! 


4 


Publix Claims 


Publix claims to be the 
largest single employer of 
Stage talent of any circuit in 
the world, basing the conten- 
tion on figures compiled for 
1927, 

On a basis of the 62 shows 
turned out, mostly units, Pub- 
lic paid salaries during ‘27 to 
1,000 chorus girls; 250 dancers; 
34 blues singers; 51 opera sing- 
ers; 25 comedy singers; 50 co- 
medians, and 1,200 musicians, a 
total of 2,610. 


EXPOSE BOOK 
REFUSED 


Philadelphia, April 24. 

“The Billboard,” an amusement 
weekly catering to the outdoor show 
business, has refused to publish the 
advertisement submitted to it by 
the Philadelphia publisher.of “The 
Bunco Book.” It’s a volume exposing 
grifting and gypping along with 
other crooked gambling. 

No reason was given by “The 
Billboard” for its rejection. The 
advertisement is legitimate in every 


way. It’s suspected here “The Bill- 
board” did not dare to take the 


chance of offending its readers and 
advertisers among the outdoor 
amusement contingent. 


An advertisement of “The Bunco 
Book” was submitted to “Variety” 
and accepted. It's an educational 
book that should go to every sheriff 
and chief of police in the U: S. ana 
Canada, The book was commented 
upon in “Variety's” news columns 
recently. 

It brings out principally and like- 

(Continued on page 43) 


Junior League’s Boxing 


Saturday evening (April 28) at 
the Level Club, on West 73rd street, 
the Junior League of the Guardian 
Mothers Orphanage of Pleasantville, 
N. Y., will hold a beefsteak, box- 
ing bouts and dance. 


Gene Tunney has been announced, 
also George Courtney, a contender 
for Mickey Walker's title. Lou 
Magnolia, professional referee, will! 
be the third man in the ring. 

Tickets for the affair are priced 
at $7.50, of which the Level Club 
receives $4. 

This particular Jfnior League has 
@ membership of 55 young women. 


HOLD ANNUAL 
BALL 


The bartenders’ ball, and the 30th 
anniversary gathering, took place 
at the Brooklyn (N. Y.) Labor Ly- 
ceum with phoney being 
passed around. Aboug 800 bar- 
tenders attended. 

Should the world want to know 
how the rum passers feel about 

(Continued on page 2) 


Tax Decline in March 
Indicates B. 0. Slump 


Washington, April 24. 

With the rate of collection the 
same as last year amusements 
yielded $591,153 less to the Govern- 
ment in the admission tax during 
March this year than during that 
same 31 days last year. 

Total collections under the 10 
per cent. levy on admissions above 
715 cents reached $1,346,313 in March, 
1928, as against $1,937,467 in March, 
1927. 

The entire fiscal year, July 1, 
1927, to March 31, 1928, discloses a 
drop of $348,732 under the fiscal 
stretch the year previous. ~ 


Ate 22 Pounds of Bananas 


Des Moines, April 24. 

A banana-eating contest in front 
of a grocery store at Decorah, Ia., 
blocked traffic for over an hour. 

Four contestants, and the winner 
ate 24; second 23, and third, 10. 

The bananas, weighed before eat- 
ing, totaled four pounds to the 
dozen, or total weight consumed, 22 
pounds, 

The winner got a prize of $2; 
second, $1, and third, 56c., with the 
winner reported buying four pounds 
of the fruit to take home with 
his $2. 


BROOKS 


THE NAME YOU GO BY 
WHEN YOU GO TO BUY 


GOWNS AND UNIFORMS 


1437 BWAY, NY. TEL 5580 PENN. 
== 


ALSO 25,900 COSTUMES TO RENT 


800 in Union 
| 
| | | 
| | Posed as Man for 60 Years) | 
| | | 
| | | 
| — | 
| | | 


8 St. Martin’s 


VARIETY’S LONDON CFSICE 


Place, Trafalgar Square 


FOREIGN 


7870-2096-3199 Regent 


CABLE ADDRESS, VARIETY, LONDON 


Wednesday, April 25, 1928 


London as It Looks 


By Hannen Swaffer 


Joe Termini enjoyed acting before the King of Afghanistan very much 
the other night—-that is, until] he woke up in the morning and found he 


had not done it. 


When I walked by the Coliseum and saw a great crowd of police out- 
side, I thought they were preparing a raid on Joe Termini for under- 


charging for his turn or something. 
nounced in place of the usual stars, 
The programs, decorated with the flags of both nations, 


of Afghanistan.” 


Then I saw, in electric lights, an- 
“State visit of the King and Queen 


announced the same thing, and the house was sold out to an audience 


who cheered the King and enjoyed 


staring at him very much. 


The King Who 


Was Not There 


Then, in the morning, they read that, owing to State business, the King 


had not been present. There was a 


man there exactly like him, but that 


is the fellow, I expect, who goes to places, doubling for the King at 


home, when the King cannot go. 


Directly everyone tried to find.a mysterious reason for his absence. 


I believe the real reason was he 


heard Joe Termini was on the pro- 


gram and he was afraid of dying of laughter. 
The Queen of Afghanistan, who was present, appreciated Joe Termini’s 
mock music very much; but then I suppose she thought it was supposed 


to be serious. 


When the late Shah of Persia came here, some years ago, and he was 
asked what part of the program he liked best, he replied, “That music 


at the start.” 


He meant the part when the orchestra were tuning up their instru- 


ments. 


That is the part I always like best, too. 


When Al Woods Says Goodbye 
When someone opened a telegram, addressed to me at the “Daily 
Express” office the other day and found inside the words, “Good-bye, 


sweetheart. 
@ great deal of embarrassment. 
girl, until] I pointed out that this is 
people like Jake Shubert. Anyway, 
to me. 

I do not know whether to take it 
long hair. 


You're a great little pal. 
The staff thought it was from some 


Love and kisses,” it caused me 


the sort Al Woods always sends to 
leaving for home, he had sent one 


seriously or not. After all, I wear 


POETS’ STUFF 


(Continued from page 1) 


was the last of a series of 36 weekly 
soirees. Instead of the customary 
meeting place and 35c. gate, the tea 
room was used, dinner served, and 
$1.25 charged. 

That $1.25, Lew Ney confidentially 
explained, naturally resulted in a 
considerable diminishment of the 
regular poetical attendance. The 
deduction was that poets who at- 
tend $1.25 banquets must be guar- 
anteed in advance sale of their 
poems. 

Pointed out particularly as a ce- 
lebrity was John Rose Gildea, who 
came late, collarless and somewhat 
whoopee. This lad was recently 
under the patronage as a budding 
poet of a coffee millionaire, who 
gave him $1,600 to make a private 
printing of his verses. Mr. Ney 
hinted that all the coffee million- 
aire saw for the $1,600 were two 
lines written by John to the effect 
that: 

Who Feeds The Singer 
Serves The Nation Well. 

John has been away from the 
village some time. On a vacation, 
he said. To celebrate his return 
without the $1,600, he read one of 
his poems dealing with his reflec- 
tions while taking ¢ bath. The gen- 
eral tone of his remarks indicated 
that Johnnie at heart is a ’phone 
booth poet. 

Prize Winner Presented 

Present, also, and articulate, was 
Eli Siegel, winner of the poetry 
prize of “The Nation” some seasons 
back. He is the organizer of a 
great, esoteric society of self- 
esteeming youths who have organ- 
ized the Greta Garbo Social Club, 
the prime purpose of which is to 
afford Miss Garbo an opportunity 
to meet the members, 

Greta appears to have a pro- 


nouncea influence upon the girl 
friends of the young poets. Most 
of the gals present at the soiree, 


and nifty they were, too, wear their 
hair long at the neck and hooked 
behind the ears. They differ from 
Ila Garbo, however, in being bru- 
nets, 


The Village lasses, as specimened 


at the soiree, are a dark, willowy 
lot intensively cosmeticated into the 
local but fashionable Macdougal 
Street pallor. Whether, and just 
how far, they are authentic Vil- 


lage, or whether there is anything 
authentic in the Village, you figure. 

The face cover of Lew Ney’s sou- 
venir program suggested: 

If your name does not appear 
You Are Normaler Than Queer 
which, of course, leaves that that. 
Ney is himself one of the char- 
acters of these soirees. He is, in 


“VARIETY” 


Paris Representative 


ED. G. KENDREW 
70 Rue d’Alesia, XIV 


fact, the founder, chancellor, Balieff 
and sergeant-at-arms. And how he 
handles the lads; One young jingle 
writer that had been asked to speak 
his piece early, was subsequently 
noisy in the midst of another’s epic. 
Whereupon Ney bawled him plenty 
and suggested the young genius had 
been anxious to recite early in hope 
of making the deadline for Robert 
Garland’s column in the “Tele- 
gram.” Garland is the unofficial 
chronicler of these mighty goings- 
on, the official contact of the poets 
with a world that gets into regular 
printer’s ink every day. 


Early in the evening Jim Harris 
sang “Frankie and Johnnie,” old 
style, and Walter O'Keefe, enter- 
tainer from Barney Gallant’s vil- 
lage place, sang it modern style. 
O’Keefe combines two methods. He 
is at the same time a Broadway 
wisecracker and somewhat of a wit 
ala “Ame Merc.” His lyrics are 
packed with wow punch lines. 


After Thoughts 
The principle trouble with soirees 
seems to be the absence of union 
hours. Tlere were at least a dozen 
after thoughts. No one was caught 
unprepared. Each had a sonnet 
tucked away. 

They re-fought the Siege of Troy, 
traced the masculine to 
butcher from Napoleon the first to 
any other Nap, chanted on the slen- 
der grace of tall buildings, of mud 


walls, of brooks that babble; and 
crowded trains that run to the 
Bronx, of*love that is deathless, 


and death that is lovely. 

It was all very arty with “Va- 
riety’s” observer emerging a little 
foggey from the strain of following 
elusive ideas down strange alleys. 

Those who made readings includ- 
ed Porter Myron Chaffee, Lois Fox, 
Paul Reeves, Mary Carolyn Davies, 
Ruth Willis Thompson, Jan Gay, 
Thomas Boggs, Beverly Lenk, Dolly 
Humbert, Michael Nadel, Henry 
Reich, Lise Fulda and Leona Kahl. 

Maybe others. 

Pardon the yawn. 


BARTENDERS’ BALL 


(Continued from page 1) 


| prohibition Secretary Jacob Schif- 
|ferdecker, of Bartenders Union, 
|}Local No, 70, of Brooklyn and 


Queens, has this to say: 

“If we could only get real beer 
back it would be better. But pro- 
hibition has been a good thing for 
The bartenders. There's now more 
money in it because of prohibition.” 

Schifferdecker says a steady man 
can now earn about $6 a day, aver- 


aging $30 and $34 a week. They 
got $4 a day and $20 to $24 a week 
before prohibition. 

There are now about 250 members 
in the bartenders’ union whereas 


there were 750 in pre-Volstead days. 
“We don't teach them any more,” 
Schifferdecker lamented, ‘there are 
some old timers left who know the 
; trade, but we don’t teach the new 
jones. What for? , 
| “Some of them, I guess, work in 
iwhat you call ‘speakeasies.’ But 


jthat is none of our affair.” 


Rare picture of Aunt Jemima after 
bathing in alum. However, 


HARRY ROSE 


THE BROADWAY JESTER 
Is still Paramountouring. 


Seattle, Seattle, Next (April 26). 


Mistinguette’s DuBarry 
Moulin Rouge Reyue Hit 


Paris, April 24. 

The new Moulin Rouge revue, 
“Paris qui Tourne” (“Filming 
Paris”), which may be set down 
as a success as usual, is signed by 
Jacques Charles, produced by Earl 
Leslie and presented by Pierre 
Foucret. Its big feature is a 
dramatic representation of the ex- 
ecution of Mme. DuBarry during 
the French revolution, in which 
Mistinguette achieves a real climax. 
The production is rather more 
gorgeous than usual. One striking 
spectacle ig built around a jewel 
motif while another makes a fine 
stage picture with designs of spring 
flowers. 

The triumphant return of 
Mistinguette and her dancing 
partner, Earl Leslie, of course, made 
the premiere something of an oc- 
casion, and the almost cnotinuous 
presence of Mistinguette on the 
stage carried out the same idea. 
Other principals are Patricia Storm 
who made a splendid impression, 
Spadara, Italian eomic vocalist; 
Carjol and Dandy, local comedians, 
Thilbert, Gauvin, Theo Boyer 
Sisters, Ywonne Legeay, J. Jackson 
Girls, Poggi and Diane Belli and 
Ryaux and Mazza Sisters. 

Leslie acquitted himself admirably 
in the new piece, which he pro- 
duced. For the first time in mem- 
ory the Moulin Rouge revue opened 
with a smooth performance, sans 
the usual waits, which sometimes 
last s long as 10 minutes. 

The costuming of the revue is 
splendid and the blending of colors 
in the stage pictures gorgeous. Ab- 
sence of nudity evoked much com- 
ment. The comedy needs strength- 
ening and Lesie, Dandy Spadaro 
and Mistinguette are bending their 
efforts in that direction. Leslie 
does several numbers from the or- 
chestra floor using Mistinguette and 
the chorus in novelty effects. Idea 
is new here. 


SAILINGS 


May 6&6 (New York to London) 
Johnny Marvin, Frank Burke, (Le- 
viathan). 

May 6&5 (London to New York): 
Jim Maxwell (Berengaria). 

May 2 (New York to London) 
Cantor Josef Rosenblatt, Mrs. 
Rosenblatt, Loe Rosenblatt, Abra- 
ham Elistein (Mauretania). 

April 28 (New York to Paris) 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians, Mr. and 
Mrs. Abe Lastfogel (Frances Arms) 
(le de France). 

April 24 (London to New York), 
Jack Connolly, Arch Selwyn, Harry 
Sherek (Leviathan). 

April 21 (London to New York), 
Castleton and Mack (Mauretania). 

April 20 (London to South Afri- 
ca): Sybil Thorndike, Lewis Cas- 
son and Co. (Windsor Castle). 

April 18 (Paris to New York), 
Arthur Hammerstein, Herbert Stot- 
tart, Martin Beck, Jane Aubert 
(French vaudeville star) (‘Tle de 
France”). 

April 18 (New York to London) 
Max Halperin and Sophie, his sister 
(Pres. Roosevelt). 

April 18 (New York to Paris) 
Vivian Duncan and sister (Mrs. Mc- 
Clellan) (Majestic). 


U. S. Musicals Prosper 
Paris, April 24. 
“Rose-Marie” started its second 
year at the Mogador with the gross 
higher than during the first month 
of its creation here, and Isola Bros., 
who operate the house, propose to 
keep it there until autumn at least. 
This is but one angle of the 
triumph of American musicals. 
Russell Janney is getting “The 
Vagabond King” ready for produc- 
tion soon at the Madeleine. Jean 
Perier will sing the role of Louis 
XL 


” 6 Am. Acts at Col 


London, April 24. 

Out of 11 acts on the current bill 
at the Coliseum (vaudeville), six 
are American. 

Isa Kramer is in her fourth week 
as the premier headliner and will 
hold over for fifth; Robert Emmett 
Keane and Claire Whitney are 
playing a fortnight’s return after 
five weeks; Cecil Cunningham is 
also back after four weeks, and 
Morton Downey after two weeks. 
Debuting on this bill and doing 
well are Lee and Tesnit and the 
Mangean Troupe. 


Phil Baker Talks in Paris, 
But Gillette Silent 


Paris, April 13. 
The bad boy from the good fam- 
ily, Phil Baker, is another Paris-ite. 
He says he is stuck on the ville 
but that the managers and book- 
ers can not talk sense. “It appears 
to me that the French artists must 
be in the business for their health,” 
snapped Phil, “they don’t get any 
pay. That is according to the way 
we figure on the other side of the 
wet.” Baker says that he plans to 
start a moving nite club which 
will move in season from New York, 
Palm Beach, Newport, Paris, Lon- 
don and other resort cities. 

Ed. Conrad had that grand and 
glorious feeling when mama ar- 
rived on the “Majestic.” He came 
to Paris to forget, he said, but the 
first day out he cabled the sweet 
thing to grab the first boat and 
meet him in the gay oo la la cap- 
ital. Everything is jake by him 
now. 

Irving Marks, who, among other 
things produces plays in Paris and 
London, is back in the French cap- 
ital, greeting American players as 
they walk down the gangplank. He 
says that he has three scripts which 
will shortly adorn the boards of 
dear old London. 


William Gillette, who formerly 
paced the boards, is another visitor 
to Paris. Besieged for an interview, 
the veteran actor said that he had 
never been queried in that manner 
by the press yet and he did not 
think it was time to begin. 


SHEREK’S BOOKINGS 
London, April 24. 

HM ts understood here, alfhough 
official confirmation is lacking, that 
Henry Sherek has been given carte 
blanche by the General Theatre 
Corp., to book American acts for 
its houses over here. 


Sherek is on the “Leviathan,” 
which sailed from here today 
(Tuesday). 


NEW SAYAG REVUE 
Paris, April 24. 

Robert Connolly is here at work 
on the production of a new revue 
due at the Ambassadeurs early in 
May under the sponsorship of 
Sayag. 

It will feature Buster West and 
Clifford Webb, who arrived late last 
week, 


GULLIVER DATES CONFIRMED 


London, April 24. 
American acts penciled in by the 
Gulliver Circuit, but held up when 
this chain was taken over by the 
General Theatre Corp., have now 
had their bookings definitely con- 
firmed. 


Middleton at Berlin Confab 

Paris, April 24. 
George Middleton has gone to 
Berlin to attend the international 
congress of authors’ societies, Mid- 
dleton makes an appropriate envoy 
to such a convention, having lately 
been appointed vice-president of the 
International Confederation of Au- 

thors’ Societies. 


Maugham Can’t 
How Film Men Buy Stories 


Paris, April 18, 

Somerset Maugham, who has just 
sold the movie rights for his latest 
play, “The Letter,” for six times 
what he originally offered the piece 
to the cinema producers, says he is 
unable to understand such a situa- 
tion. 

“I had a similar experience with 
‘Rain’,” asserted the author. “I fige 
ured what I considered a modest 
sum—$5,000—for each of these two 
plays and then sent word to that 
effect to most all of the picture 
people. They ignored me. 

“I watched the stage play pro- 

duction of ‘Rain’ draw in untold 
wealth and forgot all about pictures 
until one day I was besieged by 
the cinema men. I sold the rights 
for $60,000 and might have gotten 
$100,000 if I had waited a while 
longer. 
“Along came ‘The Letter which 
met with the same experience ex- 
cept that I accepted $30,000 for the 
picture rights. Maybe I am wrong. 
Let them figure it out.” 


Peggy Bound Home 


Paris, April 24. 

Peggy Joyce has walked out on 
that dear Paris. She sailed for 
New York on the “Leviathan” today 
taking passage unexpectedly, She 
wouldn’t say why, but it is inti- . 
mated she got a three alarm from 
the home town boy friend. 
On her arrival the sparkling 
blonde said she had come for a long 
rest, she was fancy free and was 
perfectly ready to meet a congenial 
playmate, 
During her presence in Paris @ 
slim young Englishman with an tm- 
posing title has been paying court 
to her. They have been seen around 
the night haunts together and there 
has been the usual gossip. 
Peggy insisted it didn’t mean @ 
thing. 


Team Sailed, Cables Back 


London, April 24. 

Castleton and Mack, who asked 
Cc. B. Cochran to release them from 
his revue at the Pavilion because 
he would not consent to their 
doubling into a cabaret, jumped the 
show and sailed on the “Maure- 
tania” Saturday (April 21). 

The team cabled back from Cher~ 
bourg that they were on the water 


Kitty Ray Rehearsing 
Paris, April 24. 
Kathryn Ray is here rehearsing 
for the new Ambassadeurs Revue, 
It will have a number of American 
starts in its personnel. 
Katherine said she paid her own 
passage in order to avoid annoying 
clauses in the contract, that would 
have been written in if she had — 
waited for a steamer ticket. She 
proposes to remain abroad a long 
time, she said. 


Beth Challis’ Double Score 


London, April 24. 
Beth Challis opened a four weeks’ 
engagement at the Trocadero and 
Empress Rooms (cabarets), scoring 
in both places. 


Waring’s Doubling 
Paris, April 24. 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians have 
been booked at the Paramount 
cinema for the month of June, 
doubling in from the Ambassadeurs, 


Political Satire Withdrawn 
Paris, April 24, 
The Buffes Parisiens theatre {1g 
withdrawing Rip’s political, satirical 
revue and this weck will revive the 
operetta “Mannequins,” created two 
years ago at the Capucines. 
Americans in Special Mat 
Paris, April 24. 
Grace Cornell, American dancer, 
and Frank Parker, singer from the 


‘States, will be the sturs at a special] 


afternoon performance at the The- 
atre Edouard VII Wednesday, 
Strauss at Folies 

Paris, April 24. 


Wagram is presenting at the 
Folies Bergere in June a French 
version of Oscar Strauss’ operetta 


“Teresina” in an adaptation made 
by Leon Uhl and Jean Mariette. 
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Wednesday, April 25, 1928 


FOREIGN 


VARIETY 3 


PRESSURE 
FOR REPRISALS 


Interlocked Industries and 
Bankers, With Pictures, 
Start Move—Belief Is if 
France Succeeds in Film 
Restriction, Other Coun- 
tries Will Follow—France 
Vitally Needs U. S. Mar- 
ket — Past Due Debt a 


Factor 


3 PHASES OF DEFENSE 


Washington, April 25. 

Considerable pressure is being 
exerted not only by the picture in- 
dustry but from all interlocked in- 
dustries upon Washington for re- 
taliation against those foreign gov- 
ernments which are making it diffi- 
cult for American pictures abroad. 

Controversy is centering on 
France because of what that gov- 
ernment has done, and is attempt- 
ing to still further accomplish. For 
if France gets away with it, every 
other foreign nation will attempt 
like restrictions. 

Official Washington has not yet 
announced the plans being formu: 
lated either in Congress or through 
the usual diplomatic channels, put 
from an unquestionable source Va- 
riety has learned that three phases 
of a possible defensive program are 
under consideration.‘ 

Passage of the recent French de- 
cree against American made pic- 
tures was recently characterized 
by one close to the administration 
as being, in many respects, the 
most drastic bit of trade restric- 
tion every conceived by any 
country. 

Necessity of Defense 


That the discussion of the neces- 
sity for defensive measures is not 
merely to “throw a scare” or to 
resort to the “good old American 
bluff,” as foreigners often have re- 
ferred to some of our political mo- 
tives, but, as one absolutely de- 
pendable source confidentially put 
it, as the forerunner of measures 
that undoubtedly will be acted 
upon if necessary. 

As proof that the-action will not 
be a hasty one and that it is not 
to be tied in with any vote-getting 
angle in the present political sit- 
uation, the answer will be forth- 
coming from the next administra- 
tion, regardless of what party takes 
up the administrative reins. 

Assisting the retaliatory move 
(or “the defensive program”) will 
be the now existing attitude of 
Brave uncertainty toward France 
in many business circles. not 
hitherto looked upon as unfriendly 
to that country. The present move 
against moving pictures is but an- 
other addition to a situation that 
is making that country extremely 
unpopular, a situation first opened 
with its stand on disarmament. 

Move to Penalize France 


In the event of the French Gover- 
ment refusing to recede from its 
present strongly antagonistic posi- 
tion to American films, the hostility 
being engendered in the American 
film industry and its widespread in- 
dustrial! and financial application 
will undoubtedly find expression in 
a move for a revision of the tariff 
to effectively penalize the French 
export trade to this country. 

That this is a delicate subject and 
one that will be productive of a 
most unfortunate acrimony, is indi- 
cated in the long drawn out con- 
troversy between France and the 
United States on the subject of the 
tariff. 

During iast September a 
erisis was reached in this situation 
that American officials were per- 
mitting to lie dormant because of its 
tie-up and possible reaction on the 
French debt. France sought, through 
a@ most favored nation treaty with 
Germany, to slip through @ new 
commercial! agreement within which 
the United States was not included. 
The German nation was granted 


semt- 


Special lowered rates but with the 
finding 


United itself with 


‘ 
states 


tariffs increased, in some instances 
more than 400 per cent. This 
brought an exchange of notes be- 
tween this country and France that 
terminated in the so-called Ameri- 
can victory, for the situation re- 
turned to the status quo and there 
it now stands. 
Don’t Need French Imports 


Congress is well informed on the 
situation. American business actually 
does not need tne imports from 
France consisting, in the most part 
of luxuries. France, however, does 
need this market. 

This can best be illustrated by the 
fact that 90 per cent of the Ameri- 
can market is consumed domestically 
leaving only 10 per cent to be dis- 
posed of abroad. The ratio is prac- 
tically reversed in foreign countries. 
As to France, the center of the pres- 
ent difficulty, the following is prob- 
ably even more concrete: Of the 
entire United States exports, but 4.7 
per cent go to France, and though 
figures on the percentage of French 
exports reaching the United States 
are not available, it is conceded by 
all concerned to reach many times 
that figure. That nation vitally 
needs the United States market. 

With such a situation openly ap- 
parent in influential business circles, 
Congress will undoubtedly be found 
in a very receptive mood for any 
retalitory measures which the ad- 
ministration may recommend. 


Another angle will be 
stressed is the attitude of the 
French people’ themselves. The 


move against American pictures is 
sponsored, it is known, not through 
the demand of those citizens of 
France that walk up to the box of- 
fices, but by a group of politicians, 
bankers and producers who want 
to force their pictures into the 
American Market ,irrespective of 
whether or not those pictures ever 
reach the screens of America or 
the shelves of some fireproof vault. 


Withdrawal—or Pressure 


The second likely move of the 
American Government might well 
be in connection with the French 
debt. Attitude here has been one 
of conciliation. The tariff has been 
left in an unsatisfactory state be- 
cause, as stated, of the possibility 
of a hue ang cry going up of any 
changes there effecting that which 
would reach out to the debt phase. 
A tightening up on that past due 
debt would be something of very 
potential value. 

The third move, and possibly the 
first to be resorted to, if the 
emergency arises, will be for the 
film industry to withdraw com- 
pletely from France. 

That such a policy is likely to be 
adopted is indicated, to those in 
Washington, in the present stand 
of the industry. Although reports 
have it that the newly created all- 
powerful French commissicn of 32 
has already issued an order per- 
mitting 500 films to enter, not one 
American company has submitted 
a film to that commission. In this 
connection it will be remembered 
that the market thus lost would. be 
in a country that as a market is 
not actually a profitable one, its 
chief value being its central loca- 
tion for distribution. 

Only block to this retirement en- 
tirely is the investments of Para- 
mount, Loew and the others in 
France. But the liquidating of 
these investments should not be a 
difficult undertaking. It is said here 
the difficulty should be “one through 
With, anyhow, because of the dan- 
ger of further spread of the French 
idea, unless drastic measures are 
used. 

The Bankers 

Reverting to the “interlocking” 
industries tied in with the picture 
making business, the pressure now 
being brought on government offi- 
cials and on Congress is from those 
eft referred to banking interests. 
These interests are heavily involved 
in the picture field. They are also 
equally as heavily involved in the 
industries the pictures have long 
been conceded to be the best sales- 
men for abroad. 

Then again the foreign market of 
picture yields to those banking in- 
terests, which are now said to own 
the pictures, 35 per cent of their 
revenue from that source. I'rance 
can not be permitted, the American 
government is being forcibly told, 
to jeopardize that 35 per cent return 
by creative restrictive measures, 


and adhering to them, that will give 


Bits From Paris 


Paris, April 10. 

Johnnie Hudgins is dogging it, 
sporting a private secretary around 
Paris. Most of the colored enter- 
tainers go for the secretary busi- 
ness. 

Harry Pilcer is considering an 
offer from a French picture com- 
pany, but the bets are on that he 
wi'l stick to agenting. 

The Lido is packing in the Amer- 
icans, for the novel kick of seeing a 
swimming pool in a night club. Half 
the customers are in evening dress 
and half in bathing suits. 

Jane Aubert, lead of the Moulin 
Rouge, has taken over Josephine 


Baker’s club, but not getting a 


heavy play. Jane is in on a per- 
centage and a guarantee. 

Enoch Light and his jazz band, 
opening the Deauville season for a 
one-week engagement, have gone 
into the Blue Room, a night club, 
not a sandwich bar, in Paris. 

Dave Franklin is doubling every 
night from the Casanova to the 
Champs Elysee Restaurant. 

The Moulin Rouge show, to run 
until April 16, folded up a week 
earlier, Easter Monday. 

Dollie and Billie are the current 
pets of Paris. Every night club is 
wide open to them, and they gen- 
erally do a turn, Billie nutting and 
Dollie straight. They are booked for 
South America until the fall, when 
they return to Paris, booked here 
until late in 1929. 


Drinkwater’s Good Comedy 


London, April 24. 
A new comedy and drama with 
the laugh maker having the best 
chance of getting some money. 
“Bird in Hand,” at the Royalty, 
marks a departure for John Drink- 
water who forsakes historical-epi- 
sodic drama for a rural comedy. 
Like “Yellowsands,” his piece is 
deftly fitted for London but not 
New York. It’s the old idea of the 
father become angry with his 
daughter’s matchmaking, made hu- 
morous by English comedy touches. 
At the New “Come With Me” is 
an elaborately produced’ melo- 
drama by Basil Dean concerning a 
rich girl who marries beneath her 
station. Play is harshly enacted by 
Edna Best plus an unsatisfactory 
role for Herbert Marshall, It was 
well received by a friendly audience 
but there’s much doubt as to its 
ultimate success. 
The ticket libraries voted not to 
buy immediately after the premiere, 
and play has been cut 25 minutes. 


Selwyn Takes Cochran’s 
Smash Revue for N. Y. 


London, April 24. 

Arch Selwyn arrived here Friday 
and sailed today (Tuesday) on tne 
Leviathan after signing a contract 
with C. B. Cochran to take the lat- 
ter’s smash revue, “This Year of 
Grace,” current at the Pavilion, to 
New York in October. 

Plan is for a new English cast, 
present company remaining at the 
Pavilion indefinitely, and negotia- 
tions are on for names with over- 
tures made to Gertrude Lawrence, 
Beatrice Lillie and Noel Coward. 
Miss Lawrence is under contract to 
Aarons and Freedley, and there is 
the question if any of the trio would 
accept other than individual star- 
dom. 

The present idea is to play the 
new company for a week at Golder’s 
Green on this side, and then reopen 
in Atlantic City before entrancing 
at the Selwyn, New York, Oct. 15. 


other nations a precedent to im- 
mediately adopt as well. 
if Hays Fails 

The first evidence of that de- 
mand for retaliation, or action, is 
the trip of Will Hays to France. 
Members of Congress and Officials 
here are stated to look upon this 
trip as the result of pressure from 
American business interests and 
that Hays would not now be in the 
midst of a series of conferences 
with Herriot in France but for that 
pressure, 

In other words, to show those of 
the government that should Hays 
fail they will have to act, and act 
severely, 


BEATS 
AFTER 


Usual Charges Against English Actor—Married the 
Texan Beauty Four Months Ago 


FRANCE ELSE! 


San Francisco, April 24. 
Pat Somerset, International actor 
and heart-breaker, is in another 
matrimonial jam. After a storm- 
tossed voyage of four months his 
honeymoon ship is on the rocks. 


This time the former Texas 
society beauty, Shelby Worrall, has 
given the tempestuous Englishman 
the air. Mrs. Somerset is back in 
Los Angeles after alleging that her 
spouse, who is here as the stage 
heavy in “Interference,” cuffed her 
into insensibility the other night. 
She wants a divorce on the grounds 
of cruelty and non-support. 
Somerset first skidded into the 
spotlight when named co-respondent 
by Carl Carlton, the show producer, 
in a divorce action against Edith 
Day. Just before that Pat had mar- 
ried and divorced Margaret Banner- 
man, the actress. After the Carlton- 
Day divorce Pat married Miss Day. 
Two years later in Minneapolis she 
divorced him on cruelty grounds, 

Somerset was the object of a Fed- 
eral investigation and his deporta- 
tion was sought on the ground of 
moral turpitude. Later he was co- 
respondent in the divorce brought 
by “Skeets” Gallagher’ against 
Irene Martin, with whom Somerset 
had been hobnobbing in Hollywood. 

Somerset's latest wedding, on 
Dec. 6, last, was made memorable in 
Los Angeles by the groom, bride and 
three wedding guests being arrested 
on the nuptial night and held in 
jail on charges of disturbing the 
peace and drunkenness. Somerset 
was fined $20. The case against his 
wife was dismissed. 

Wife’s Charges 

In her suit for divorcee, as filed in 
Los Angeles, the latest Mrs. Somer- 
set makes the following charges 
against her husband: That Somer- 
set concealed, before his marriage, 
that “he was the hero of two inter- 
national elopements, several divorce 
suits and a moral turpitude depor- 
tation suit by the United States 
Government.” That Mr. Somerset 
so far forgot himself that he passed 


$300 worth of bouncing checks on 
Mrs. C. Worrall, bride’s 
mother, widely known society 
woman of Galveston, Tex. That 


Mr. Somerset mistook his spouse for 
a punching bag on innumerable oc- 
casions. Occasionally Somerset 
thought she was a football, his wife 
says. Three cracked ribs and 
numerous black eyes and biue spots 
are mute witnesses of Somerset's 
socking way, according to the wife's 
suit. That Somerset failed to earn 
a penny from the dat- of his mar- 
riage until two weeks ago, when he 


dressing gown. A lighted cigarette 
dropped from his nervous fingers 
and tears flowed ever so freely down 
the grease paint and powder he had 
applied to his face preparatory to 
going On at the matinee at the 
Geary theatre. 

“I'm absolutely guiltless,” Somer- 
set sobbed, “although I admit we 
had a bit of a row. This finds me 
dreadfully upset for the matinee. 
As I say, we did have a bit of a 
row, but if one’s wife wanders about 
the corridors for three solic hours, I 
don't think any husband could re- 
main quiet, especially if the land- 
lady was complaining at the noise. 
We've had our tiffs, of course. Who 
hasn't? I'm not wanting to wash 
any more dirty linen in public, but 
none of the terrible things my wife 
alleges is true.” 

To fight or not to fight the divorce 
suit—that is a question Somerset 
will leave to his attorney in Los 
Angeles, 

“It's queer, isn't it, that a couple 
can't get a quiet separation in this 
country,’ Somerset went on, after a 
furtive tear from his grease paint. 
“I've been around a bit, I know, but 
I thought this was the real thing, 
you know, really I did. And really, 
about that non-support thing, I've 
given my wife every penny I have 
earned.” 

Asked how many pennies, he re- 
plied: 

“Well, I've done my best.” 


England’s High Disc Tax 


London, April 24. 

Government has been observing 
the huge profits made by the phon- 
ograph companies here, as published 
in connection with the proposed 
trust, and is almost certain to im- 
pose a tax of 12 cents on every 
record, 

This will yield millions annually. 


Gaumont Conductor Resigns 
Paris, April 24. 

Paul Fosse, conductor for many 
years at the Gaumont Palace, has 
resigned. He leaves the end of 
July. 

This picture theatre is the larg- 
est in Europe. 


got the San Francisco stage enrage- 
ment... That Somerset, while en- 
gaged in verbal abuse of his wife. 
used such varied and intense pro- 


fanity and that he never missed a 
familiar oath and coined several new 
ones. That Somerset’s customary 


condition was one of that extreme 
degree of intemperance commonly 
referred to as “cock-eyed,” and that 


he pawned his wife's jewelry for 


funds with which to buy booze 
That Somerset neglected to finish 
paying for an expensive automobile 
which his wife had purchased, mis- 
representing to her his financial 
status. and on one occasion tossed 


her out of her apartment, first burn- 
ing holes in her best frocks, bought, 
she alleges, with her own money. 

“Once, when we were living in the 
Yucca Apartments in Los Angeles. 
and Mr. Somerset was beating me, 
two boys, who lived across the hall, 
interfered. One of them punched 
Pat on the mouth and knocked him 
down,” Mrs. Somerset told her at- 
torney, Mr. Hazlehurst, in Los An- 
geles. “On various occasions he has 
been thrown out of the apartment 
where we lived by reason of his 
behavior toward me.” 

Somerset, the Sobber 


When told today of his wife’s sen- 
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RCA Thinks Photophone’s 
Best Market Outside 
Theatres—Talkers Glut 


RCA Photophone, Inc., the new 
talker sponsored by the Radio Corp. 
of America, will concentrate on edu- 
cational, school, church and home 
production, according to present 
plans, with theatres a secondary 
consideration. 

The vast field of non-theatrical 
outlets intrigues the RCA Photo- 
phone as a more favorable market 
than the picture exhibitors who may 
be glutted with talkers since the 
Electric Research Products, Western 
Electric Co.’s subsidiary, has ex- 
pressed its intention to license any- 
body and everybody that comes 
along for film-talker production. 

RCA believes that its film talkers 
on 16 mm. stock, as against the 
standard 33 mm. films, will find a 
greater market, although a spokes- 


man for the company stated that 
the RCA itself is only feeling its 
way. 


Damrosch Recital 


The latest development is the con- 
tracting this week for the seriés of 
weekly educational concerts by 
Walter Damrosch and the New York 
Symphony Orchestra over the WJZ 
blue network, owned by the RCA 
but operated by the National Broad- 
casting Co. As Damrosch_ broad- 
casts, his stuff will be “canned” on 
the film talkers by the RCA Photo- 
phone, along with the physical pho- 
tographing of the orchestra in ac- 
tion, and the film talkers released 
generally on which ever market is 
most favorable. 

It is believed that the radio plug 
will attract the home fan the most, 
and the prints will be sold or leased 
for home consumption unless small 
exhibitors would be interested in 
projecting the Damrosch orchestral 
ensemble in action and hearing the 
“canned” music which is recording 
on a strip of film accompanying the 
picture. 

For some unassignable reason ap- 
prehension has been in evidence 
throughout the U. S. by any num- 
ber of indie exhibitors over the pro- 
posed Photophone, This apprehen- 
siveness made its appearance before 
Photophone could be demonstrated 
and seemed to be a matter of theory 
on the part of the exhibs. 

Movies 

Leading independent 
arrive at this estimate, however, 
figuring the probable damage 
through the. loss in trade where 
films are distributed to schools, 
clubs, colleges and churches either 
free of charge or otherwise and the 
drop in trade from the use of home 
movies up to now. 

Ben Birenstein, president of the 
M. P. T. O. of California; J. Bry- 
lawski, chairman executive com- 
mittee the M. P. T. O. A.; Fred 
Werrenberg, independent leader, 
St. Louis, are figuring home talk- 
ers the biggest problem of the year 
and are planning to make it tough 
for the manufacturers 

Home talkers will probably be 
one of the major issues at the next 
convention of the M. P. T. O. A. 

Where manufacturers of home 
talkers are hovked up with com- 
panies manufacturing for theatres 
independents will pass the word 
not to buy installations unless sale 
of home equipment is curbed. 

The boys may be al! wrong, but 
that’s how they feel about it. 
That's their story. 


exhibitors 


Foreigners’ New Names 


Los Angeles, April 24, 


Two of the three foreign sereen 
finds brought to Hollywood by Fox 
have changed their names for box 
ofiice reasons, 

Marie Casajyana of Barcelona, 
will be known as Martha Alba. Mar- 
celia Battelini, from Italy, will be 
Lola Salvi, while the third, from 
Brazil, is to retain her birth name 
of Lia Tora. 

All three girls are under contract 


as stock players for Fox. 
. 
Paris’ Triple Screen 
Paris, April 10. 
The triple screen hit Paris. 
Gaumont-Palace, Locw-Metro-Gold- 
wyn, is running “Napoleon” on a 
triple screen, 62 ft. by 16 ft. 6in. 
Enormous drapes are hung on either 
side of the screen reducing it to the 
usual size. For the kick scenes the 
drapes are drawn off and the wal- 
lop 62 foot boy used. 
Three projection machines are 
mechanically synchronized for it. 


has 


Stars in Dog Film 


A picture director in Holly- 
wood is about to start work on 
a dog picture and reading the 
script said to one of the writ- 
ers on the lot: 

“What a picture this would 


make if I could have Norma 
Shearer and Jack Gilbert 
in it.” 


HAYS GAINING 
CONCESSIONS 


French Distribs and Ex- 
hibs Demanding Show 
Down 


Late yesterday afternoon Variety 
received a cable from its London 
office saying it was reported there 
Will Hays had gone aboard the 
“Leviathan” at Cherbourg (France). 
having reached a satisfactory con- 
clusion in Paris. 

At the Hays office in New York 
it was said they had no such in- 
formation; that a cable yesterday 
morning from Mr. Hays reported 
satisfactory progress but said noth- 
ing of returning, with both Variety 
and the Hays office having advices 
that Hays has another appointment 
in Paris with Minister Herriott later 
this week. 

The cable below from Paris, re- 
ceived about the same time, did not 
mention Hays’ departure. 

Forcing America Out 
Paris, April 24. 

At last something like an organ- 
ized effort of both French exhibitors 
and French distributors is under 
way to force a showdown on the new 
cinema restrictions. Both groups 
have already felt the pinch and are 
now making known their demands 
in direct communication with their 
congressmen and senators. 

The outcome is not easy to fore- 
east. Opinions expressed by the 
different individuals are wide apart, 
ranging all the way from absolute 
repeal of the new law to suggestion 
for moderate amendments. 


sents to deal with Will Hays at all 
is regarded as quite a feather in his 
cap, as the French producers did 
their utmest to prevent the subject 


from becoming a national political 
issue. 
Hays is reported satisfied that 


Herriott has at length become con- 
vineced that American producers feel 
they cannot do business at all under 


the new regulations. Hays says 
that if France insists upon going 


through with the idea, it will force 


| 


the American industry out of this 


' market. 


The fact that the government con- | 


AILS 


The manager of Jamestown, N. Y., 
Keith-Albee theatre said to Roscoe 
| Ails on the opening day: “Mr. Ails, 
‘vou have scored the biggest hit ever 


ROSCOE 


'to be registered in this city.” 


| Then Roscoe went to Ashtabula 
j and stood them up even into the 
bulcony.- 

Get the habit, play Roscoe Ails. 


Weather Forecast 


Washington, April 24. 

Weather bureau upon questioning 
gives the following outlook for the 
country east of the Mississippi for 
the week commencing Wednesday 
(25): 

Showers over northeastern dis- 
trict Wednesday. Showers Thurs- 
day night and Friday. 

Saturday probably fair, with 
showers again Sunday or Monday 
(30). 

Warner Thursday and Friday (27). 


Mary Philbin’s Claim 


Los Angeles, April 24. 

Mary Philbin is not at all keen 
to play the title role in “The Girl of 
the Barge” which Edward Sloman is 
to direct for Universal. 

Miss Philbin claims that she was 
promised the starring role in “The 
Show Boat” and wants that to be 
her next assignment. She is not 
inclined to take no for an answer. 


Barthelmess’ Future 


Los Angeles, April 24. 
Upon completion of his next pic- 
ture, “In Out of the Ruins,” Richard 
Barthelmess will have finished his 
contract with First National. It is 
understood he has indicated to F. N 
he is desirous of making a change. 
It is understood that if Barthel- 
mess is free from his contract 
United Artists is desirous of hav- 

ing him among its group of stars. 


MASKED PLAYER CONTEST 
Chicago, April 24. 
In an effort to popularize {film 
piayers not possessed of strong fol- 
lowings, the Great States circuit 
has prepared a series of trailers in 


which the various stars appear 
masked. 7 

Prizes are to be awarded to 
patrons correctly guessing their 


Phyllis Haver’s Bathing Suit 
Los Angeles, April 24. 

Phyllis Haver, appearing in “The 
| Battle of the Sexes,” directed by 
| D. W. Griffith for United Artists, 
| was obliged to appear in a scene in 
a bathing suit. 

This is the first time Miss Haver 
has donned a bathing suit for a pic- 
ture in five years, or since she 
worked for Mack Sennett and Chris- 
'tie as a bathing beauty. 


In 


placing 


the old dunce cap and 
offending child 
the little 
school house, Educational is phicing 
the of bad 
who are late at their typewriters on 
the bulletin board. 

Besides having to see their names 
on the tardy list, the five 
bell means nothing to them. 
pare required to sit in their 
meditating over their late breakfist 
at the counter for a full 10 minutes. 
How many times they have to 
penalized and publicized before the 


lieu of 


the in «a 


dusty corner of old red 


nanmies sirls and buoys 


o'clock 
They 


Cilaiis 


be 


‘boss pulls curtains over their ma- 


Educational’s Penalty List for 
Late Office Boys and Giris 


jchine is not mentioned on the board. 
'It must be more than twice, as one 
|girl is listed with four on the April 
14th billing, while her name is also 
included among the 11 posted for 
ihe week of April 21. 

I-ven the girls who are early have 
restrictions, The bulletin hoard 
tells them they must make no per- 
sonal calls between 10 and 4:30 and 
that they must not encourage tivo 
many incoming calls. 

Stenog’s chatter to restless bov 
friends has caused busy signals to 
ibe flashed back at impatient cus- 
tomers, it is recited over E. W. 
Hammons’ signature. 


Sheehan in Houston 


Winnie Sheehan will be a 
guest of Judge Olvaney of 
Tammany Hall at the Demo- 
cratic Convention at Houston. 

*"y, Sheehan will reach New 
York during the week and at- 
tend the Fox sales conventions 


meetings. After the Texan big 
time, he will return to the 
studios. 


— | 


$7,000,000 ONE 
YEAR 


'Ufa’s Annual Report Sat- 


isfactory—Am. Agree- 
ments Modified 


Berlin, April 10. 


The corpse of the long since ex- 
pired Phoebus Film Co. is being 
examined in the Reichstag. The 
only new tact of importance which 
has come out is that Capt. Loh- 
mann, acting for the government, 
put, not as was first reported, $10,- 
000,000 marks, but even $28,000,000 
marks at the disposal of this or- 
ganization. 

Where this $7,000,000 actually 
went to will never be discovered, 
as the company had as hahility only 
a few mediocre not very expensive 
films and leases on several theatres. 
The money disappeared within a 
year’s time. 

At the regular yearly meeting of 
the Ufa Film Co. Herr Klitsch read 
the direcro:s’ report. He spoke first 
against the heavy burden which the 
high film amusement tax laid on the 
industry. Since, beginning with 
July 1, 1929, the contingent for for- 
eign films will be lifted owing to the 
yeneva, agreement, the German gov- 
ernment should at once free the in- 
dustry of taxes to give it a chance 
to develop strength to prepare for 
the coming struggle. 

The German industry, he con- 
tinued, has exported little last year, 
only 20,000,000 marks (8,000,000 by 
the Ufa), as compared to 800,000.000 
marks by the American film indus- 
try. Klitsch .hopes, however, that 
the exports will gradually be raised 
to 200,000,000 marks. 

He took the usual slam at the 
blind distributing of films, the two- 
hit system, the high star and di- 
rector salaries, the svstem of thea- 
tre ‘eases, etc. 

Handicapped 

Although handicapped by its con- 

tracts with Paramount and Metro, 


the Ufa Distribution Organization 
has shown good results, it was 
stated. Also the theatre business 


was Satisfiuctory, 
theatres which 
especial mention 


Of new big film 
they are planning, 
was made of the 
new house on Lehniner Platz and 
that in Neu-Kocln. In Heilbronn 
and Koenigsberg new theatres have 
been also leased. 


As regards North America, the 
Wfa is going to <«iicw itself more 
frecdom of .movemenit The small- 


sizcd films for home use is also a 
ficld which they plan to cultivate in 
the United States. 

Although the figures which Klitsch 
cited are very satis“actory, he nev- 
ertheless warned expressly against 
taking too optimistic a viewpoint of 
the future. There is no question of 
the Ufa paying dividends to its 
stockholders this year, it is reported 

The Parufamet contracts which 
|the Ufa has with Paramount and 
| Metro-Goldwyn have been shortened 
{to four years, and run out on Oct. 
| 31, 1932. From now on the Parufa- 
| met will distribute only American 
pictures and a few Ufa educationals. 
Ufa’s own films will be distributed 
by its own organization. 

The obligation to fill half of the 
Ufa theatres with Ameriean films 
has been reduced to one-third. Also 
new arrangements have been made 
with M-G-M and Paramount for the 
Cistribution of Ufa films in America. 

however, were not made 


These, 
known. 


CO-STARS IN “MARRIED” 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
| Ruth Taylor and James Hall will 
co-star in Paramount’s “Just Mar- 
tried,” from the play by Anne 
Nichols. Frank Strayer will direct. 
with Ben Zeidman as unit producer. 
Frank Butler and Gil Pratt are 
writing adaptation and scenario. 


PHOEBUS LOST 


MIX GETS NOT LESS 
THAN $350,000 YEARLY 
FOR FBO WESTERNS 


Tom Mix'’s contract FRO 
guarantees him not less than $350,- 
000 each year of the two-year term 
signed. Mix’s picture with 
FBO will not exceed, from report, 
$125,000 per. 

Tom will make his westerns for 
FBO the Hollywood studios of 
that producer. His new contract 
ends all ideas of the ace western 
star going to South America. 

FBO is peculiarly well equipped to 
handle the Mix westerns. That may 
be indirectly traced to the days 
when FBO had Fred Thomson, the 
latter now with Paramount and 
seemingly held down under the much 


with 


cost 


at 


higher Paramount rental for the 
Thomson westerns than FBO 
charged. 


Tom Mix has altered the opinion 
of all showmen who know of his re- 
cent experiences playing the Or- 
pheum theatres, as to whether weste- 
erns will ever fade out in this coun- 
try. The impression now is that 
they never will; that there will be 
up-growing generations of youngs- 
ters who will adopt the western 
stars as their idols, as they come 
and go, with Tom now the king-pin. 


Enormous Crowds 

In Denver, Omaha, Kansas City 
last week, and in St. Louis this 
week, Mix has drawn unprecedented 
crowds, not only to the Orpheum 
theatres but on the streets. In St. 
Lonis on the opening day, Sunday, 
the Orpheum theatre there was 
panicked by the surging crowds. 

Photographs of the street crowds 
in Denver and Omaha disclose that 
no performer, not even Houdini, 
ever has drawn as large an assem- 
blage in the streets as has the spece- 
tacular and colorful Mix. 

This may have been a factor in the 
FBO-Mix contract, although from 
reports on Broadway, Colvin Brown, 
first aid to Joe Kennedy, has been 
a strong advocate of the Mix asso- 
ciation with FBO, since it «.me out 
Mix was leaving Fox. 

Tom will theatre-show in New 
York, week May 20, at the Keith 
Hippodrome, That house is select- 
ed rather than the Keith Palace 
through the Elip’s much larger cae 
pacity and more performances daily, 


Pathe-DeMille Deal 
Closing in New York 


4. 

‘ecil 
York 


Los Angeles, April 

Neal McCarthy, attorney for 
DeMille, arrived in New 
(Tuesday) and Joseph 
of FBO, 
Thursday. Further conferences to 
settle details of the Pathe-DeMile 
agrecment are scheduled. 
Present understanding o 
includes purchase by Pathe at $1,- 
000,000 of Cecil DeMille’s present 
contract, with DeMille retaining his 
25 per cent stock interest. A new 
contract will provide for DeMille to 


2 te 


today 
will arrive 


nedy, head 


the deal 


make a super-special costing 61,- 
500,000, and to supervise’ three 
other productions to cost not less 


than $300,000 each. The agreement 
also is reported to provide for the 
continuance of DeMille’s entire per- 


sonal organization of writers, ex- 
ecutives, actors and directors, in- 
cluding William Sistrom, studio 
manager of the DeMille plant in 
Culver City. 

The deal is expected to be signed 
and sealed by next Monday. John 
C. Flinn, vice-president of Pathe, 
remains on the coast until every- 


thing is settled. 


Mary Carr’s 1st Granny 


Los Angeles, April 24, 
Mary Carr has been cast for the 
grandmother in “Love Over Night,” 
now being directed by E. H. South- 


ern for VPathe-DeMille and starring 
Rod La Rocque. 
This is the first time Mrs. Carr 


has been called to play tie part of 
grandmother, 


U RENEWS CONTRACTS 

Universal has renewed iis cone 
tracts with a number of players, 
directors and other studio figures. 

Among the most recent are Eddie 
Philips, Albert De Mond, Barbara 
Kent, George Lewis, Edward Slo- 
man, William Craft, William Wyler, 
Tom Reed. 
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the privy council in England. 

While this case is pending for a 
year or more, the other Montreal 
picture houses will throw their 
doors open to children until the 
constitutionality of the bill is defi- 
nitely decided. 

Cardinal is being given no pub- 
Hicity in Montreal because the St. 
Denis is a second-run house, doing 
little advertising. Outside of the 
immediate district in which the 
house is located it fs not generally 
known that the theatre is open to 
ehildren. 

Cardinal is prepared to back his 
ease to the full extent of his own 
bankroll, though it is probable that 
the other houses in Montreal are in 
om the fight with funds. 


News Weekly for Home 
At 12c a Reel Soon 


Washington, April 24. 

A news reel weekly service with a 
projector for $5 or $6 and news 
reels delivered weekly at 12 cents 
per 100 feet for home use is about 
to be issued by a British company, 
according to advices to the U. S. 
Department of Commerce. 

The Will Day Home service con- 
cern in England has approved 
drawings for the machine and it is 
ready to go into production on a 
large scale. The projector will be 


driven by clock work and will be 
offered at a price between $5 and 
$6. 

One of the London newspapers 


has purchased the invention and 
proposes to organize a weekly serv- 
ice, delivering material on a weekly 
change basis at a price of 12 cents 
per 100 feet to subscribers, 

At the outset the pictures will 
be done in black and white, but it 
is the ambitious plan of the pro- 
moters to supply material in nat- 
ural color. Reels, which are print- 
6d on paper of special composition, 
will be sent through the mails 
packed in cardboard containers. 


U. A.’s Sound Effect 


Joseph M. Schenck has made ar- 
rangements for the use of sound 
effects in United Artists produc- 
tions. ‘La Paiva,” with William 
Boyd and Lupe Velez, will be the 


first U. A. picture to be synchron- 
{zed with vocal and instrumental 
records. 

Though it is first planned to use 
taikers only for effect it seems likely 
that the use of sound in United 
Artists productions is stated to come 


into gene: 


if usse, 


“The Perfect Crime,” directed by 
Bert Glennon for FBO, was made 
in 19 days, or five days under 
shooting schedule, and at a saving 
of $20,000 under the budget. 

This is Glennon’s first directorial 
effort after having spent a number 
of years as a cameraman for Para- 
mount, 


Phoney Producer Sent 
Away for Five Years 


St. Louis, April 24. 

A sentence of five years in the 
penitentiary has been imposed here 
on Emerich Kalnay, 36, claiming to 
be an independent picture producer, 
who pleaded guilty before Federal 
Judge Davis to using the mails to 
defraud. The charge was based on 
letters he wrote to men and women 
with screen ambitions. 

Kalnay was arrested in October 
by “post office inspectors after com- 
plaints had been received that for 
fees of $25 each he was contracting 
to train persons without previous 
experience for roles in pictures and 
agreeing to hire them for work in 
picture plays he claimed to be about 
to produce. 

Cc. J. Stattler, Assistant United 
States Attorney, told Judge Davis 
that several years ago Kalnay 
served 15 months for operating a 
similar fraud in Los Angeles. Stat- 
ler also said that Kalnay was being 
sought by the postal authorities in 
other cities over the country on 
similar charges, 

It is understood the immigration 
authorities are conducting an in- 
vestigation into Kalnay’s presence 
in the United Staes. He is a native 
of Czecho-Slovakia. It may be that 
the five-year sentence will be sus- 
pended if deportation proceedings 
are instituted. 


“La Tosca” in Italy 
With Billie Dove 


Los Angeles, April 24. 

First National plans to make “La 
Tosca” as & special for next season, 
with Billie Dove starred and George 
Fitzmaurice directing. The picture 
likely will be made in Italy late this 
summer. The company is sending 
Scott Beall, production manager of 
the Fitzmaurice unit, abroad within 
the next few weeks to look over 
production conditions in Italy and 
the facilities availabie for making 
the picture there. 

In case decision is made to pro- 
duce the picture in Italy, produc- 
tion staff and principals will be sent 
on from here. 


finally rank in this class. The 
chances may be said to be five to 
one against a $2 film making 
money before it opens in the reg- 
ular picture houses. This composes 
greater odds than face a legitimate 
play in New York — the chances 
against a drama, comedy or music- 
al being three to one, as proven by 
statistics over a period of the past 
five seasons. 

That $2,000,000 gives some idea of 
the money the industry pours into 
Broadway on a basis of what it 
(Continued on page 27) 


Colvin Brown Seen as 
Working Head of Pathe 


Joseph P. Kennedy is scheduled 
back in New York this week. It is 
learned that some last-minute de- 
tails in arranging the new Pathe 
regime have delayed his return. 

Reports are prevaient that Pathe, 
cut to the bone with the exception 
of a few executives whose contracts 
hold out until early summer, will 
continue under Kennedy’s surveil- 
lance. It is known that since Ken- 
nedy’s visit to the coast J. J. Mur- 
dock has been concentrating on his 
vaudeville interests almost to the 
point of abandoning any active say 
in the Pathe film phase. 

Under the new regime Colvin 
Brown as the active head of Pathe, 
under the Kennedy-Murdock under- 
standing, is foreseen. Brown, in 
other words, will take Elmer Pear- 
son's chair, which he took over on 
the first day of Kennedy’s absence 
and which Pearson, under the terms 
of his contract, will officially relin- 
quish June 1. 

In this way, it is pointed out, 
Kennedy will be able to continue 
former activities with his own FBO 
company, while Brown, who during 
the past year has risen to his right 
hand man, will 50-50 his time be- 
tween two bosses. 


Navy Shuts Off Subs 


Los Angeles, April 24. 

Motion pictures will have to get 
along without the co-operation of 
the Navy in securing scenes of sub- 
marines for some time to come. Pro- 
ducers have been notified to this 
effect by the Hays office, with the 
declaration that the Secretary of 
the Navy has taken the position it 
is impossible to extend facilities and 
co-operation of the Navy so far as 
the underwater craft are concerned. 

This ruling will be in force unti! 
the conclusion of current investi- 
gations of recent submarine dis- 
astera. 


Earliest Opening 
Columbus, N. Y., 
Starting 8:30 a. m. 


At the suggestion of its house 
manager, George Olive, the Colum- 
bus, New York, has started what 
is believed the longest day grind 
of any film house in the east, or 
in the world, for that matter. 

The Columbus, one of the Con- 
solidated Amusement Enterprises 
chain, is near Columbus Circle 
(59th street), and now opens at 
8:30 a. m., with the first picture 
shown at 9 o'clock. The biz since 
the new early bird opening has 
warranted its continuance for the 
present anyway. 

The early show is sold for 10c, 
with a additional 5e at 1 p. m., 
and the admission going to two bits 
after 6 p. m. 

Olive is a young Frenchman who 
operated several houses of hig own 
in Paris prior to the war. 


Par’s Sea Super 


Los Angeles, April 24. 
Paramount will make an under- 
water special for next year at an 
approximate cost of $800,000, under 
the title of “The Deep Sea Devil.” 
The company has had Karl Brown, 
director, and William FE. Wing, 
writer, experimenting on underwater 
stuff for the proposed picture in the 

South Sea Islands around Tahiti. 
When Brown and Wing return to 
the studio preparations will be made 
to send a staff and company of 
principals, with all necessary equip- 
ment, to the South Seas, so that the 
picture will be made early in the 
fall. “The Deep Sea Devil” is slated 
for the road show class, and is the 


only production so listed on Par's 
°28-'29 program. 
lst Hand Info 
Los Angeles, Apri. 24. 

Alek Hervath, president of the 
Hungarian film censorship board, | 
ig in Hollywood conferring with | 
studio executives. He is explain- 
ing what Hungary wants in the | 
form of screen entertainment from 
America. 


newspaper 


DEI [ANT EXHIB Boasting Boy in Bad PHANCES & h-| (IN Hays’ News Reel on WARNERS-FBO 
Los Angeles, April 24. Watson Turned Down 
for Lucila Mendez, back from a — TALKING ON 
of visit to New York, had some All of the picture news reel 
‘act fun listening to a wise-crack- makers have received a 1,000- 
nam ing youth who sat behind her foot strip on Senator Watson 
in a picture theatre, where she of Indiana, possible Republic- 
to was an nominee for the Presidency. 
screen. e boy triend to 1s Each news” reel turned it 
th ° taken Lucila out, what go The Watson reel came from ° 
“4 Cardinal of Montreal Pre- pals they were ana what hot Years, But Six Made || the Will Hays’ oficial otice as | | Nothing Beyond Talk Just 
stu sucHa IS generally. e e the welfare director of the pic- 
pared to Test 16-Year- girl seemed greatly impressed Money—Some Sent in for | | ture industry. With it. way a Now—Several Angles 
0 Old Children’s Bill until Luella, having let him || Exploitation and as Pres-|| request with the signer un- to Both Sides 
spill his stuff, turned around. . Al Ci I . known stating that the whole 
ion said, z= tige, so irculation or part if inserted into any 
aven't we me efore?” e — ewa re issu 
Montreal, April 24. youth didn’t think so. Real $e by A slight preliminary talkfest be- 
st- Montre.l theatreowners and man- “Quite sure?” repeated Lu- icture od for Industry In the reel were views of tween Warner Brothers and FBO 
me agers ave on their toes with excite- cila. He said he was. at Large, Sales Heads the Senator in his Indiana has been enough to give rise of a 
iat ment over the latest development “Well, then.” she — said, Sa home, family, house, grounds, report that there may be a geal 
be of the children’s bill, barring sternly, ‘tell your girl friend y etc. between those two distributors. As 
‘Se youngsters under 16 from attend-| | S® Um Lucila Mendez, and Will Hays is from Indiana, | |2 ™atter of fact not much can go 
rn the flickers, whether accom- sure you have The news reel have carried before Jos. Kennedy, presi- 
wa panied by tieir parents or not. the right audience.” shots of various candidates for ent of FBO, reaches New York. 
4 Joseph Cardinal, owner-man- When Lucila turned around 14 THEATRES USED the nomination, Pcaespirnt and He is due tomorrow (Thursday) from 
ager of the St. Denis, in the east again the youth had disap- Republicans, but particularly the coast. 
end of the city and in the heart of peared. : ' Bs eof Herbert Hoover. Phone If anything comes of the tenta- 
ity the French-Canadian section, has a Major film producer-distributors were mostly of last year, when tive overtures, it will be intricate 
his defied the law. He placarded his : are something like $2,000,000 in the believed of news interest even for the trade. Mostly it con- 
ed theatre with posters, inviting chil- 9 red on $2 Broadway picture show- through tienelinenn With the cerns the matter of talkers, with 
im dre. of all ages, alone or accom- ameraman S st ings during the past two seasons.| | oo oroach of the national con- Warners’ Vitaphone a licensee of 
St. panied, to come in and see the This figure is the result of a con- ventions, it was thought that Western Electric, while FBO with 
Ly, show. servative check on eight film com- Hays would give air to political its Radio Corporation of America 
Cardinal has never closed his the- e panies, the 14 Main Stem houses propaganda inatend ot te connection a friendly, at least, ad- 
atre to children since the act was rector aves which have been used for these spe- menting it junct of General Electric. 
enforced, and now openly proclaims cial demonstrations and the approx- The Hays office in reality is Warners are reported distinctly 
his refusal to do so. To date no imate 30 pictures which have come a censor of all news reels. It dissatisfied with treatment from 
action has been taken by the police, e in durinn 26-27 and 27-28 at either passes upon many subjects Western Electric. W. E. has been 
municipality or government. If me an one a $2 or $1.65 tap to try for Broad- miieh’ tu, a he the now quite independent in its attitude 
there is any action, Cardinal pro- way runs. reel producers, and especially toward the showmen who wanted 
poses to test the act, believing it Of the 30 pictures, six withdrew upon an fr , its license to make talkers, those 
ything savoring of ad- 
to be unconstitutional. He states showing a profit while there’a an vertising or publicity talkers requiring the W. E. wiring. 
he will carry the appeal as far as Los Angeles, April 24. excellent chance that a seventh will sd r The position of W. E. as understood 
is that it will license anyone want- 


ing to put out a talker under its 
patents and at the same time W. E. 
is reported as claiming to see not 
the theatre, but the world instead 
as its field, this taking in churches, 
schools, auditoriums and public 
buildings throughout the universe. 
Alongside of this, according to the 
idea W. E. holds, the theatre is 
minute in the total. 
FBO Optimism 

FBO, with the Kennedy associa- 
tion through RCA holding an in- 
terest in his organization, is filled 
with optimism on its future as a 
talking picture maker and affiliated 
with the powerful radio concern, 
that reaches into the American 
Telegraph and Telephone Company, 
RCA is the controller of Photophone, 
although from another and more 
thorough story in this issue of 
Variety,-RCA as yet does not con- 
nect the theatre with its Photo- 
phone development. 

That the Warners are at odds 
with W. E. on account of Vita- 
phone appears to be accepted by the 
picture business, through the several 
reports of the past few weeks re- 
garding the Warners’ attitude to- 
ward W. E. 

The Warners have been singularly 
successful with their Vitaphone pic- 
ture productions and their current 
“Jazz Singer’ (Jolson) is an 
acknowldged box office sensation in 
the film theatres carrying the wired 
equipment. This is one of the 
Warners’ contention, from accounts, 
that W. E. has failed ‘to wire suffi- 
clent theatres for Vitaphone, limit- 
ing Warners’ Vita circulation. 

What may be the result of the 
Warners-Kennedy conferences on 
the subject can not come to the 
surface before Kennedy’s return to 
New York. 


2 Writers Leaving 


Los Angeles, April 24. 

Willard Keefe and lL. W. Mc- 
Larin, who came out with the Au- 
thors’ Council group for a three 
months’ tria! at Paramount, will 
not continue. 

Keefe ig returning to New York, 
while McLarin is going with an- 
other company on the coast. 


Film Suave of Yale 


April 24. 

Root, former New York 
man, brought to the 
<t aS a member of the Herman 


Los Angele 


Wells 


Mankiewiez Authors’ (Par) Coun- 

cil, has compl ted his first story, 
ed on life at Yale. 

Tutt Yule grad, will 
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Warners’ New Hollywood House Opening—“Uncle 
Tom” Blew Out in Third Week 


Los Angeles, April 24. 
(Drawing Pop., 1,450,000) 
Weather: Fair and Cool 

Trade nothing to brag about in 
local houses last week. It was little 
better than the week before but 
quite a bit below in comparison to 
the same period last year. Of ihe 
first run bunch only three hit over 
$20,000, 

Metropolitan came back from a 
disastrous week and jumped areund 
$7,000 with the engagement of “Easy 
Come and Easy Go,” a Richard Dix 
picture, Dix always has been a 
natural in this house. 

Carthay Circle got off to a cork- 
ing good start with “The Street 
Angel.” Looks as though Movie- 
tone was also liked out at this house 
for it replaced the stage show 
There was an increase and no 
diminishment in receipts compared 
with the initial week there of other 
attractions. 

“Speedy,” the Lioyd film in sec- 
ond week at Million Dollar, held up 
in great shape. It was only $2,000 
behind the initial week, normal 
@rop. Another helding up of busi- 
ness was at the United Artists. 
There “Ramona” in third week only 
fell $6,000 short of the week before 
and brought home around $5,500 
pr ofit on this stanza. 


“We Americans” was no picture 
for Loew's State. The women 
about town seem to express the 


opinion of “too much war stuff,” 
and they kept out at the matinees 
to signify that fact. Bennie Rubin 
and the stage show featuring Roy 
Cummings, can be credited with 
drawing enough trade to give this 
pieture a fairly respectable intake. 

For the 13th week of “The Cir- 
cus” trade was just bit better than 
week before at Grauman’s Chinese. 
Biltmore fell a couple of thousand 
on the 14th weck of “Wings.” This 
picture, however, has shown a very 
healthy profit on run. 

A de luxe $1.50 picture terminated 
a three-week run of “Uncle Tom’s 
Cabin” at the Criterion. For the 
evtire run the gress was $13,000. 

No one went crazy over “The 
Crowd” at the Egyptian, while “One 
found Liogan” did fairly well at the 
Boulevard, 

Criterion is dark this week while 
Warner Bros. will open their new 
2756-seater in Hollywood Apr) 26. 
W li have one of those celebrated $5 
getaway nights with Al Jolson mas- 
ter of ceremonies, Stage show will 
be pretentious. 

Estimates for Last Week 
” Grauman’s Chinese (U. A.).—"The 
Cireus"” (U. A.) (1,958; 50-$1.50). 
Next to closing week fairly good at 
around $19,000, 


Carthay Circle (Miller-W. C.).— | Liberty, was the only downtowner 
“Street Angel’ (Fox) (1,500; 50-|to take advantage of the Mix pub- 
$1.50). One of best box office bets | licity and show a Mix picture. He 
house has had since opening. With |save them “Horseman of the 
$5 top for opening night and then | Plains.” and it helped. 
regular seale, grossed initial week Estimates for Last Week 
$22,000. Loew’s Midland—‘The Big City” 

Biltmore (Erlanger). — “Wings” | (4,000; 20-35-30). Publicity for this 
(14th week). Trade slipped just bit Chaney staled he would appear 
below week before to around $14,- | Without make-up, and it helped. No 
BGO. complhiints. Stage show, with Rub- 

Criterion (W. C.).—“Unele Tom's /inoff added, great entertainment. 
Cabin’ «U) (1,600; 50-$1.50). Bowed |Good start Saturday steady 
out at end of third week with very 
low gross of $3,500. _ Mainstreet- “Little Shepherd of 

Loew’s State (W. C.-Loew).—“We | kingdom Come” (3,200; 10-25-50). 
Americans” (U) (2,200; 25-99). Not Richard Barthelmess about best bet 
up to type of attraetions this house | Mainstreet has had this season. 
generally gets with Rubin and F. Regulars are for him 100 per cent. 
& M. stage show saving the day by |Stage band show, “Spring Time 
adding to an $18,500 gross. rolies,” tuneful and pleasing. Busi- 

Metropolitan (W. C.-Pub).—“Easy vontinued to held up  niceiv: | 
Come and Easy Go” (Par.) (3,595; 
95-75). Richard Dix and $23,000! Pantages—“Love Hungry” (2,200; 
answer. 25-50). This flicker pleasing com- 

Miition Dollar (W. C.-Pub).—j|¢dy¥ drama. Another contingent of 
“Speedy” «Par.) (2,200; 25-99). Very vocalists represent the Singers 
big second week for this Harold | Popularity contest, conducted by the 
Lloyd product: $23,000. house, proving profitable. Stage bill 

United Artists (U. A.).—“Ramona” 94.060, 

(U. A.) (2,100; 25-$1.10). Great ex- Liberty (Ind)—-"Horseman 
ploitation and ad campaign and “A Woman's Way” (1,- 


this one to excel any other 
in third week at house by 


pieture 


$18,700. 
Boulevard (\W. C.).—-“One Round 
Hogan” (Warner) (2,164; 25-50). 


Corking good business on final week 


of Gene Morgan engagement; $8,200. 
Egyptian (W. C.-U. A.).—“The 
Crowd” (M-G-M) (1,800; 25-75). 


Not so keen about this King Vidor 
product here as $8,300 would show. 
House, however, made profit on 
week. 


“Wings,” 3 Wks. in A. C. 
Atlantie City, April 24. 

“Wings” pulled out of the Globe 
here Saturday after playing to 
$33,000 on its three weeks of twice 
daily showings. 

Picture opened to 
to $13,000, and then 
$8,000. 


$12,000, went 
dropped to 


caused | Plains” 


taking | tures and 35e. 


TOM MIX MEANS 
WORLD OF PUBLICITY 


Tied Up Town for for Orpheum in 
Kansas City Last Week 


Kansas City, April 24. 
Costly chaps, 10-gallon hats and 
other elaborate, western regalia on 
the doormen and pretty usherettes, 
gave picturesque atmosphere to the 


personal appearance of Tom Mix 
and “Tony,” at the Ofpheum last 
week. 

Tom and ‘Teny, for they were 


given equal billing and were appar- 
ently of equal interest, at least to 
the younger admirers, were the big 
show of the week. From the minute 
of their reception early Sunday 
morning they were the center of ad- 
miring friends and followers. Church, 
Sunday morning, was Tom's first 
public call, not for publicity, for he 
attends Chureh regularly, whether 
on the road or at home, but it got 
him publicity just the same, 

From then on it was a continual 
round of visits to hospitals, to the 
stock yards, where he knew many of 
the stockmen: calls on city officials 
and organizations, and entertaining 
numerous friends at the hotel and 
theatre. 

The outsianding event was the 
amateur rodeo and contest the first 
of the week, when some 10,000 kid- 
dies greeted their hero on the parade 
and saw him award prizes to the 
winning ropers. 

While there was no publicity tie- 
up with any of the papers, all opened 
their columns and gave liberally of 
both readers and pictures. The re- 
sult—one of the biggest, weeks of 
the season for the theatre, with long 
lines waiting for admission Sunday 
when the seats were not reserved. 
Jim Toney, who did a little clown- 
ing with Mix the first three days, 
walked out of the act Wednesday, 
and from then on the “comedy” was 
out. It necessitated Tom doing a 
little more talking to the pleasure 
of those who came to se him. 

The Mainstreet, with “The Little 
Shepherd of Kingdom Come,” also 
had ’em coming in paying numbers. 
Dick Barthelmess is a pushover at 
this opera house, and his name in 
the lights means many tickets in the 
chopper. Loew’s Midland held Lon 
Chaney in “The Big City” but gave 
extra publicity to the return engage- 
ment of Dave Kubinoff, featured 
with the stage unit “Gems,” which 
was a smart trick. 

The other Loew house—Newman 
—with-its split week policy got bet- 
ter returns than for several weeks 
but it can stand much more. Sam 
Carver, independent manager of the 


000; 25-35). With two first-run pic- 
top nights, this house 
gave lots of show for shoppers, and 
they certainly do shop here. Mix 
picture good Western and the other 
mystifying French drama, both sat- 
isfactory; $1.400, 

Newman ‘Loew's)—"A Night of 
Mystery,” ist half; “Partners in 
Crime.” last half) (1,980; 25-85). 
Split week potiey coupled with bar- 
gain prices to be eatching on 


seem 


with fans. HKRusiness for week best 
Since Publix banner and = higher 
fprices came off. Still lots of room 


for improvement 
lis carded; $3,200. 
Orpheum— ‘Skinner's 


before red can be 


Big Idea” 


(25-$1). Picture just part of bill as 
Tom Mix and Tony were the come- 
Other stuge aets also; close 
ed and recerd at $1 top. 

At Uptown week divided between 
The Sporting Age” and ' ‘Stop That 
Man.” Giohe hod “Seross the At- 


ant ang B Stock 


RENO DIVORCE’ FALLS 
DOWN AT FOX’S, WASH. 
Keith’s Closing April 29— 


Stage Unit at Stanley’s 
Didn’t Help 


Washington, April 2 
(White Population 450,000) 
Weather Widely Varying 

Two happenings last week were 
Keith's posting notice house would 
close April 29, and a dull thud re- 
corded in the drop registered at the 
Fox with May McAvoy in “A Reno 
Divoree.” 

Keith’s announced closing made 
front page copy for the local dailies 
with one characterizing it as the 
final knockout blow as landed by 
the presentations on the vital spot 
of vaudeville. 

Closing order followed but three 
weeks of a new policy including a 
picture and six acts twice daily with 
the feature shown both before and 
after the vaude each performance. 
AM sorts of rumors as to what 
vaused the final notice and its con- 
sequences on the local situation but 
summed up one thing covers it—no 
business, 

Some reports have it that even 
yet an attempt will be made to con- 
tinue over the summer with still 
another policy, though ‘official’ 
statements have it house is closed 
with nothing known as to future. 
For 16 years it operated with two- 
a-day straight vaude with gradually 
diminishing receipts over the past 
two to three years. 

An excellent stage show at the 
Fox failed to stem the tide with the 
week opening off and developing 
more of that trouble as the days 
rolled up though a slight improve- 
ment was noted Friday. Estimates 
on drop in business run from $5,000 


to $7,000 on the week. Palace 
gained somewhat because of Lon 
Chaney in “The Big City.” Metro- 


politan did right well on the second 
week of Lioyd’s “Speedy,” while 
many claimed estimate for first 
week of film was below actual 
count, 

Rialto had the U special “We 
Americans” and got some additional] 
business in a tough house to get 
anything extra. The Earle with 
“Stand and Deliver” quivered around 
the previous week’s figure—meaning 
not so good. 

Columbia ran to but a mediocre 
second week with “The Crowd.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Columbia (Loew) “Crowd” (M-G- 
ML) (1,232; 35-50). Not usual sec- 
ond week in this house that gets 
the big ones; maybe ran by $6.000. 

Earle (Stanley-Crandall) “Stand 
and Deliver” (Pathe-DeMille) (2,- 
35-50). ‘Around the Clock,” 
Harry Crull presentation added 
failed to take this house out of 
“problem” classification with gross 
far from satisfactory at $7,000. 

Fox (Fox) “A Reno Divorce” 
«(Warner Bros.) and Stebbins pre- 
sentation (3,434; 35-50). Again cycle 
werked out; building constantly for 
lengthy stretch and then picture 
that means nothing and business 
blows; this time down around $20,- 
000. Came back strong, however, 
with an old Clara bow, “The Prim- 
rose Path” for this week, 

Keith’s (K-A) “Streets of Shang- 


hai’ (T-S) and vaude (1,902; 25- 
$1). Official elcsing April ° 29 seems 
there might be a “tail” tied to it 
though nothing definite to indicate 
this; week hung around $6,060. 

Met “Speedy” 


(Par.) (1,518; 35-50). Claiming first 
week estimate at $12,500 was low. 
possible but not in excess of one 
errand; second week did right well 
falling but little below first stanza 
and going into third week with good 


start: $10.000. 
Palace (Loew) “Big City” (M-G- 
M) and Publix presentation (2,363; 


35-50). Went up from previous week 


with regulars augmented to about 
$19.000. 

Rialto (U.) “We Americans” (U.) 
(1,978; 35-50). Looks to have got- 


ten some extra dough to extent of 
running ane eount over $7,000, 


“TENDERLOIN,” $14, 300 


Talker Holds Sian de Again in St. L.— 
“Easy Come, Easy Go,” $19,900 


Loufs, Anril 24. 
(Drawing 900,000) 
The remarkably profituble busi- 
ness at the Grand Central done by 
the Warners’ “Tenderloin,” Vita- 
phone, has been one of the impor- 
tant features of the picture busi- 
ness here for April. Again held 
over this week at the Skouras the- 
atre on Grand Boulevard. 
Estimates For Last Week 
Ambassador (Skouras downtown) 
(3,000; 35-65) “Love and Learn’— 
Bedroom taree had lot of takers and 
Kd Lowry’s stage show, “In Holly- 
wood,” recalling the popular m. e¢.’s 
recent visit to California, also 
helped nack away pleasing number 
of customers many times each day; 
$30,200. 
Loew’s 
“Garden of 


25-35-65) 
Griffith 


State (3.300: 
Eden —Corinne 


and Charles Ray set this old Para- 


FRISCO RECORD, 
$160,000, WKS. 


Warners’ High Mark Es-| 


pected to Stand for 
Long Time 


San Francisco, April 24. 
(Drawing Pop., 750,000) 
Weather: Fair 

Picture business improved in 
some instances and held firm in 
others. Even the Granada took an 
upward spurt. Though still far from 
being in the money class, improve- 
ment noticeable. Way this house is 
now hooked up it’s going to take 
some mighty strong attractions to 
put it safely in the profit column. 

Warfield had another corking good 
week. Lon Chaney was on the 


screen and a natural. Coupled with 
this, an excellent Fanchon and 
Marco stage show and also Movie- 
tone. Warfield has been clicking 
very consistently of late and rolling 
up some substantial profits. Right 
now it rates as one of the best West 
Coast theatre bets on the entire 
coast. 

“Wings” (roadshow) has _regis- 
tered solidly at the Columbia, with 
second weck’s intake substantially 
over the opener. Every perform- 
ance on second week showed a gain 
over corresponding performance of 
week before, with the Wednesday 
night show establishing a new house 
record for picture business. Advance 
sale to date warrants the belief the 
epic of the air can go six weeks. 

Harold Lloyd's first full week in 
“Speedy” at the California came 
within a few dollars of $13,000. The 
comedy has one more week to go, a 
total of two weeks and five days. 

At the St. Francis, “The Patent 
Leather Kid” held strong on its sec- 
ond week, easily topping the grade. 

One of the big surprises of the 
street was the jump of “The Jazz 
Singer,” now in its llth and final 
week. Tenth week, with loads of 
radio exploitation and announce- 
ment of “last two weeks,” caused 
an upward movement, and the 10th 
week registered close to two grand 
over the ninth. The Jolson picture 
has broken all run and attendance 
records in this town and will prob- 
ably establish a mark that will 
stand for a long time. Because of 
the big succes sof the engagement, 
Manager Wagnon of the Embassy 
figures he may bring it back for a 
repeat in a short time, 

Estimates for Last Week 

Warfield—“Laugh, Clown, Laugh” 
(MGM) (2,672; 35-50-65-90). Weck 
in and week out this house garners 
eream of trade. Universally good 
shows, both stage and screen, and 
with Rube Wolf, described as “the 
greatest showman since P. T. Bar- 
num,” it’s been sure-fire. Last week 
again reached $28,000. 

Come, Easy Go” 
(Par.) (2,785; 35-50-65-90). Richard 
Dix screen feature didn’t cause any 
too much enthusiasm, but the stago 
band show, aided by Owen Sweeten 
and the band, gave the customers 
something to talk about. It was 
rated the best Publix unit to date. 
Close to $22,000; big improvement. 

Columbia—‘“‘Wings” (Par.) (1,700; 
50-75-$1-$1.50-$3). First road show 
picture to hit town since 
Kings,” and copping. Everything 
points to successful run here. Seec- 
ond week jumped to around $16,100 
and growing, 

California — “Speedy” 
200; 35-65-99). At 
cause for complaint. 
to LO. 

St. 
Kid” (FN) (1,375; 35-65-95). Liked 
this Barthelmess picture and busi- 
ness exceptional Second week at 
around $15,000; considered immense. 

Embassy—"The Jazz Singer” and 
Vitaphone (War. Bros.) (1,367; 50- 
65-90). This Jolson feature will 
have grossed closed to $160,000 at 
end of llth and final week. Tenth 
week jumped to better than $10,000, 
showing corking good profit. 


(Par,.) (2,- 
$13,000 little 
One week 


dise humbug buzzing again and 
pleased. “Pinwheels” colorful stage 


revue; $17,650. 

Missouri (Skouras uptown) “Easy 
Come, Hasy Go’’—Called one of 
Richard Dix's best recent efforts. 
Arthur Nealy, as m. ec., brought fans 
out to welcome the “singing police- 
man” as the boss of the stage show 
at the Missouri for the first time; 
$19,900. 

Grand-Ceniral ¢Skouras) (1,700; 
50-75) “Tenderloin’-Vita.— Staying 
over another week at least; $14,300. 

St. Louis (4,280; 35-65) “Playgirl 
with Madge Bellamy called medi- 
ocre, but Hayakawa caught on as 
stage headliner. 

Orpheum (2,200; 15-25-35-50-65) 
—Frank Fay always welcome here. 


Picture, “So This Is Love.” 


“Kine of | 


Francis—‘Patent Leather 


| 


ling 


;ering 


LLOYD UNDER CHAPLIN 
AT $18,000 IN DETROIT 


5 of 9 Features Last Week 
Held Over—$35,800 for 
Michigan 


Detroit, April 24. 

Average run of grosses last week 
were marked by shortcomings in 
the debut of “Speedy” at the 
Adams and a continuance by the 
State in its second presentation 
week, 

Though finishing with a fairly 
good tigure, the Lloyd picture did 
not approach expectation. It illuse 
trated an ability to gain impetus 
toward the end of the week, and is 
likely to locate a good second week, 
Which it must do to remain, with 
“Ola Ironsides” billed the 
house. This is one spot where 
Lloyd isn’t trimming Chaplin. 

Without help from the cinema dee 
partment the State held up nicely 
through its new stage band policy, 
While under the previous large sum, 
last week’s takings seem about @& 
normal amount for this house as 
long as Fred Stritt’s personal fole 
lowing continues and until an ate 
tempt is made to elevate the State’s 
screen. “Doomsday,” last week’s 
muff, was chilled to the background 
before it opened. 

Thanks to a couple of names in 
“Across to Singapore,” the Capitol 
returned to its former status after 
the disastrous week before, directly 
attirbuted to the State’s switch. 

Another slight change resulting In 
the difference of policy and morals 
at the State is that at the Oriental, 
where an improvement of about 100 
attendees a day reported, 
Whether due to the opposition’s de- 
serting the vaudefilm field or not 
will show this week and next. The 
Miles house had a normal time of it 
last week with “Lady Raffles” 
screened and recommended only by 
the film presence of Mrs. Jack 


Dempsey. 
“Chicago” Off 
“Chicago” was far short of a riot 
in its first week at the Adams and 
its pace fails to denote more than 


two weeks. As with “Speedy,” 
plenty under what expected 
of it. 

“The Dove” almost established a 
record for the new U. A. the first 
two days, Friday and Saturday, but 
slumped thereafter and looks no 


better than a two-week film on its 
opening record. Only the fast start 
gave the house another good week 
at over $20,000. 

“Mother Machree”’-Movietone hit 
the slide at the Washington. While 
“Wings,” one of the rare two-a-day 
attempts in this burg and the only 
one at present, was passable with 
around 000 at the New Detroft. 

Large sized Michigan again hit 
iis exce!' nt normal gait with $38,- 
[0 on 2 lnugh film for a change, 
“Bringing Up Father.” 

Five holdovers out of nine attrace 
tions this week got off to a bad start 
Saturday with rain throughout the 
day. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Adams (Kunsky). “Speedy” 
(Par.) (1st week) (1,700; 50-76). 
Somewhat behind advance stuff and 
under Chaplin at $18,000; not bad 
bundle for house, nevertheless give 
Lloyd edge on prediction of 
three weeks for profit. 

Capitol (Kunsky).—“Across’ to 
Singapore” (M-G) (2,448; 50-75). 
Back to normaley and _ looking 
slightly hetter against State oppo- 
sish than in previous week; Chicago 
stage units starting this week, low- 
house nut and lifting the 
net; $25,700. 

Madison 
(De 


(Kunsky). — “Chicago” 
Mille) (Ist week) (1,976; 50-75). 
Not heavy in the opener and prob- 
ably out after two laps; $14,000 not 
up to M:idison’s usual first weeks. 
Michigan (Kunsky - Publix). — 
“Bringing Up Father” (M-G) (4,100; 


b0-75). Nice _notices for comedy; 

i Wita $39,800, 
Oriental ( ( Mile ‘S).—‘Lady Raffles” 

B. O.) (2,950; 25-90). Netice- 


able improvement. since State’s con- 
version; in gross, not in shows; 
okay at $11,000. 


State (Kunsky). — “Doomsday” 
(Par.) (38,000; 25-75). Second sue- 
cessive good week for first time in 
over year; everything on. stage, 
film meaningless in $15,500. 

United Artists (U. A.).—“The 


Dove” (U. A.) (ist week) (2,000; 
50-65). Neat $20,400 through fast 
getaway; following attendance 
speaks not so well for Talmadge 
production; “Dressed to Kill” (Fox), 
first alien film to play U. A. house, 
next, probably next week. 

New Detroit (W hitney). —“Wings” 
(Par.) (2d week) (2,140; 50-$1.65). 
Matinee trouble, as usual, with 
specs in Detroit; location also 
against, but evenings holding up; 
nu one taking it on chin at $15,000, 
nor would they at considerably less; 
now looks like seven or eight weeks. 


Publicity Head at Convention 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
George Landy, publicity head of 
First National Studios, will attend 
the sales convention of that com- 


Pany at Chicago 


on 


April 30, 
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Bet eS 


Wednesday, April 25, 1928 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 


ANGEL” AGAIN LEADS 
B'WAY SUPER FILMS 


Par at $74,100 in 3rd 


Whiteman Week—Roxy 


Down to $90,000—“Speedy” Off $13,000 


An ordinary picture house week 
marked by three closings, a Thurs- 
day opening and a damp week-end 
which will force the theatres to 
sprint to make other than just a 
fair showing by this Friday. Uni- 
versal’s two pictures, “Uncle Tom” 
and “We Americans” and Warner's 
“Tenderloin” were the departures, 
while “Abie’s Irish Rose,” preceded 
by rave heralding and billing as 
“Paramount's Greatest Motion Pic- 
ture,” was the opening. It was quiet 
on all sides of this square. 

“Street Angel’ dropped off $1,000, 
but went to the front in the $2 class 
by getting $17,400 at the Globe, 
while the Roxy led the de luxe sites 
at just the fair figure of $90,000. 
Whiteman’s final week at the Para- 
mount was nice enough at $74,100, 
over the average, but not exception- 
ally hot considering Menjou was 
on the screen, even if with a bad 
boy film. Picture generally con- 
ceded to be weak, hence the Men- 
jou-Whiteman combination in 
lights. 

Capitol’s second week of “Love” 
tumbled $18,200 for a gross of $59,- 
400, and $26,300 was not strong for 
“Mad Hour” at the Strand. “Le- 
gion of the Condemned” left the 
Rialto after five weeks to an even 
$21,000, followed by “Drums of 
Love.” “Last Moment” at $5,800 
wis only deemed strong enough for 
the single week at the Cameo, and 
“Speedy” dipped away from its ter- 
rific opening pace, although doing a 
satisfactory $40,000, a drop of $13,- 
000 over its first week. 

The legit house contingent went 
along normally, neither threatening 
to spurt or decline to any great ex- 
tent. “Trail of ’'98” hit $16.800, 
while “Wings” still flirts with $15,- 
000 at the Criterion. ‘‘T'wo Lovers” 
and “Four Sons” were practically 
neck and neck at $8,300 at the Em- 
bassy and Gaiety, respectively. U's 
two and Warners’ one went on their 
way without much fuss. “Abie” so 
far hasn’t shown anything at the 
44th Street. 

Two picture openings scheduled 
for the current week, “Man Who 
Laughs” (1), arriving at the Cen- 


tral Friday night, and “Glorious 
Betsy” at Warners’ precedes it 
Thursday. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Astor—"Trail of '98” (M-G) 
(1,129; $1-$2) (6th week). Entire 
6treet inclined to droop and reac- 
tion noticed here; $16,800 not out- 
standing, but indicative of staying 
power. 

Cameo—“The Last Moment” (Za- 
kora) (549; 50-75). Adapted to sure- 
seat “art” houses, suicide picture 
sent in here after playing down at 
Village; didn’t mean so much to 42d 
street dropins who only contributed 
$5,800. 

Capitol—‘‘Love” (M-G) (4.620; 
35-50-75-$1.65). Holdover week of 
Gilbert-Garbo amour felt pressure 
to reduce its first total by $18,200; 
slipped to $59,400 and departed. 

Central—“Uncle Tom’s = Cabin” 
(U) (922; $1-$2). Closed Sunday 
after run of 24 weeks; at its best 
during drive for school children, 
but never reached five ficures after 
initial month; house dark until 
“Man Who Laughs” comes in this 
Friday (April 27). 

Colony—“‘We Americans” (U) 
(1,980; $1-$1.65-$2). Jniversal has 
decided to close house, only to rent 
for another twice daily showing 
regardless of producer if house is 
wanted; “We Americans” stayed 
four weeks to indifferent business 
at high scale. 

Criterion—“Wings” (Par) (836: $1 
$2) (37th week). Film broadcast 
from backstage Wednesday night, 
but hasn’t traced reaction as favor- 
able or unfavorable; enjoying 
steady boxeffice scale and again 
around $15,000. 

Embassy—*Two Lovers” (U. A.) 
(596; $1-$1.65) (6th week). Ro- 
mantic picture due to stay three or 
four more weeks at which time 
M-G-M may send in one of its own 
Teleases; if nothing is ready, U. A. 
film likely to stay on; last week, 
$8,300, about what it has been do- 


£. 

44th St.—‘Abie’s Irish Rose” 
(Par) (1,490; $1-$2) (1st week). 
Opened Thursday night to $5 bene- 
fit performance: duplieated entrance 
of show in drawing ‘bad notices and 
light business; understood Para- 
mount has house on year’s lease 
with “The Patriot” (Jannings) like- 
ly successor if “Abie” doesn't show 
something: using personal appear- 
ae of Nancy Carrol} and Charles 

Gaiety—“Four Sons” and Movie- 
tone (Fox) (S08; $1-$2) (lith 
week). Dropped from previous 
week in getting $8.350, but figure 
okay with home office. 

Globe— “Street Angel” and Movie- 
tone (Fox) (1,416; $1-$2) (3d 


“SADIE” GIVES B’WAY, 


P’T'L’D LEAD, $16,000. 


“Showdown,” $15,000, Port- 
land—“Dressed to Kill,” 
$12,000 at Pan 


Portland, Ore., April 24. 
(Drawing Population 403,000) 
“Sadie Thompson” undoubtedly 
proved the hit locally last week 
after the tilm censors decided to 
permit its showing, following much 

argument, 

Some shift in the general thea- 
tre lineup comes with the close 
of the Orpheum season at _ the 
wuily kiayers move to 
ihe Heilig from the Music Box. 
Close of the Will King revue at the 
Liberty leave Pantages in sole pos- 
session of the vaudeville and musi- 
cal show field, contested only by the 
xanchon-Marco and Publix units. 

Georgie Stoll returns as band 
leader to the Broadway next week, 
and Jules Bufano replaces Alex 
Hyde at the Portland. 

Estimates fur Last Week 

Portland (Publix-W. C.) (3,500; 
35-60). Publix stage unit ‘Treasure 
Ships” went cver big; film feature 
‘Showdown” (’ar.) weakened biti 
Lo extent business was not excep- 
tional; $15,000. 

wroadway (W. C.) (2,000; 35-60). 
“Sadie Thompson” (U. A.) and Fan- 
chon-Marco unit. Final passing of 
film by local censors after argu- 
added to box office interest; 
$16,0000. 

Uriental (Tebbetts) (2,700; 35-50). 
“The Night Flyer” (Pathe). Brought 
‘he old railroad picture days back; 
Louise and Al Rudack, dance act, 
completed good bill; $10,000. 

Pantages (Pan.) (2,000; 35-50) 
“Dressed to Kill” (Fox). Headlined 
Vm above vaudeville; very strong 
show; $12,000. 

Liberty (W. C.) (2,000; 35-50). 
Last-week of Will King revue; on 
the screen “Stage Kisses’; business 
continued poor; house now dark; 
$4,000. 

Rivoli (Parker-W. C.) (1,200; 35- 
50) “Speedy” (Par.) held up to ex- 
pectations; great show, supported 


sent 


Sy Salyo* Santaella and  or- 
chestra; $13,000. 

Co-umbia (1,200; 35-50) 
“Beau Sabreur”’ (Par.). Well ex- 


ploited and proved a hit; Sampietro 
ind Columbia orchestra in featured 
musie program; $7,500. 

Music Box (1,500; 25-75) Henry 
Muffy Players. “Mary’s Other Hus- 
band” big laugh hit; $6,500. 


CLAIRE WINDSOR’S “DUCHESS” 


Los Angeles, April 24. 

Claire Windsor will be starred in 
the “Natty Duchess” by Tiffany- 
Stahl, directed by Tom Terris. 

The story is from a novel, the 
“Indiscretion of the Duchess,” by 
Sir Anthony Hope. Production be- 
gins next week, 


week). Off $1,000, but surprised by 
doing most acceptable $17,400; 
"way out front among the Fox three- 
some. 

Paramount—“Night of Mystery” 
(Par) (3,666; 35-50-75). Weak Men- 
jou film held up by Paul White- 
man and band for $74,100; name or- 
chestra credited with $229,000 on 
three weeks’ stay, two of which 
were with indifferent screen lead- 
ers. Holy Week start, very big. 

Rialto — “Legion of the Con- 
demned” (Par) (1,960; 35-50-75-90). 
Stayed five weeks to close at $21,- 
000; “Drums of Love” (U.A.) opened 
Saturday with new final reel; on 
two days $14,700, fair. 

Rivoli—“‘Speedy” (Par) (2,200; 
35-50-75-90) (3d week). Some $13,- 
000 under record first week, but 
$40,000 indicates “Street of Sin” 
(Par) is still a few weeks away for 
this house. 

Roxy—‘“Love Hungry” (Fox) (6,- 
205: 50-75-$1-$1.65). Went down 
with others; slide of $19,000 took 
big house to $90,000. 

Strand—“Mad Hour” (F. N.) (2,- 
900; 35-50-65-75). Elinor Glyn film 
on follies of youth didn't attract to 
any extent: $26.290 means no ex- 
citement; house gets first Stanley 
stage unit this Saturday. 

Warner’s—“Tenderloin” and Vita- 
phone (W.B.) (1.360; $1-$2. An- 
other to close Sunday after six 
weeks and house dark until Thurs- 
day when “Glorious Betsy,” with 
same combination of Dolores Cos- 
tello and Conrad Nagel, comes in 
as this theatre’s third ‘‘talker.” 


DISCRIMINATION 


An electric sign atop the 
Criterion, currently housing 
“Wings,” in its 37th week, 
faces downtown and says, 
“Paramount’s Greatest Mo- 
tion Picture” is across Broad- 
way at the 44th Street. 

It’s a plug for “Abie’s Irish 
Rose.” 


TACOMA STILL ASLEEP 


$4,000 for Minnevitch—Pan Tops 
With $5,000 


Tacoma, April 24. 

(Drawing Population 1,250,000) 

Weather Cool and Unsettled 

Tacoma still isn’t doing the tricks 
she should at the b. o. Some of the 
wise wonder when, or else or what. 
Borah Minnevitch, a pretty fair 
draw other places in the land, can’t 
even wake up this town. Pantages 
has been clicking fairly well of late, 
and house is running at a low nu& 
comparatively. 

Things dramatic seem to be look- 
ing up a little with Walker White- 
sides booked for April 27-28 at the 
Heilig and Madame Schumann- 
Heink to give another farewell con- 
cert May 4. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Broadway (W. C.) (1,600; 25-50) 
‘Sporting Goods” (Par.). Dave 
700d as m. c. and Minnevitch for 
the entire week; rather light at 
$4,000. 

Pantages (1,500; 25-50) “Loves of 
Carmen” (Fox). With Dolores Del 

‘io and average show, biz good at 
$5,000. 

Biue Mouse (Hamrick) “Beware 
of Married Men” (W. B.). Vita and 
Movietone help null and Irene Rich 
has following; $3,500. 

Riaiio (W. Cc.) (1. 50; 25-40) “Old 
Ironsides” (Par.) Fair at $3,600. 

Colonial (W. C.) (850; 15-25) 
“Fighting Eagle” (Pathe) first half 
and “Girl from Gay Paree” second 
half. Totaled over $1,000, 


“NOOSE” RADIOED, GAVE 
STRAND, PROV, $9,000 


Sunday Shows Now Allowed 
in Pawtucket, R. L. 


Providence, April #4. 
(Drawing Pop., 300,000) 
Weather: Fair 
Everything got away to a good 
draw in the liveliest week Provi- 
dence has had in some time. Good 
weather, good attractions and a 


holiday in Mass. helped put the 
grosses in glory. 

The Albee opened with its new 
stock company with the usual deco- 
rated house and a tie-up with the 
State and city executives making 
speeches of welcome and what not. 
George M. Cohan’s “‘Baby Cyclone” 
was given its first airing in stock 
and went big with the native son 
copy spread around the local sheets 
At the Modern, the imported “Un- 
born Child” gathered plenty with 
special matinees for ladies. A new 
play, “The Alimoniacs,” at the 
Opera House, failed to withstand 
the heavy opposish, and it looks as 
if the show opened and died there. 

For the first time in Providence, 
WEAN, the Shepard Stores, broad- 
cast a word picture of “The Noose” 
at the Strand, and the idea went 
over big, helping the picture to get 
into the record gross column. Fay's 
held its own with Davey White, lo- 
cal boy, bringing them in, along 
with a fairly good film, “Square 
Crooks.” Victory stepped aside for 
a little outdoor ballyhoo, with 
street crowds being entertained by 
a clown, while Chaplin’s “Circus” 
enticed them inside to the tune of a 
holdover. The Majestic did the so- 
so with a colored picture, “Lady of 
Victories,” while the Carlton did 
well with its second week of lead 
films at bargain rates. 

The legislature finally passed the 
Sunday movie bill for Pawtucket 
and Sunday saw the opening of all 
theatres to splendid biz. This will 
show in the Providence Sunday biz, 
which has cashed in on the dark 
Sunday houses in the neighboring 
city. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Majestic (Fay) (2,500 - 10 - 50)— 
“Lady of Victories” (Pa) and “Red 
Hair” (Par), along with M. T. and 
Vita. O. K. at $6,300. 

Fay’s (Fay) (2,000 - 15 - 60)— 
“Square Crooks” (Fox) and good 
vaude, with Davey White visiting 
home town with plenty build-up 
Good at about $6,500. 

Cariton (Fay) (1,474 -10 -30)— 
“Burning Daylight” (F. N.) and 
“Their Hour”: $2,200. 

Strand (Ind) (2,260-15-50)—“The 
Noose” (F. N.) and “Sailors’ Wives.” 
Radio tie-up and speciai muste put 
over big at around $9,000, 

Rialto and Uptown, with second 
runs, rated good hiz in general wave 
of threatre-going. 


450 Neighborhood Houses 


In Chicago, with Leop’s 18 
Theatres in City of 3,000,090 


TED LEWIS DOUBLED 
ORPHEUM’S GROSS 


Stiff Opposition Last Week in 
Minneapolis—“‘Speedy” Off; 
“Big City” Splits Opinions 


Minneapolis. April 24. 
(Drawing Pop., 500,000) 
Weather Unfavorable 
As far as this particular berg is 
concerned, at any rate, award the 
palm to Ted Lewis as a card. The 
Hennepin-Orpheum here has been 
dead for four weeks, an unpopular 
change in policy having helped to 


kill it. But Lewis brought it very 
much back to life. Through his 
individual box office power he, 


single-handed, more than doubled 
the business which the house has 
been doing since it went on a grind. 
He gave it its first winning week 
in many a moon. 

With the Hennepin-Orpheum 
pulling in around $17,000 in place 
of its customary $8,000, one would 
have thought that the new 4,100-seat 
Minnesota would be hurt. But it 
wasn’t. Despite the big opposition, 


the premier F. & R.-Publix house 
held up beautifully and, if anything, 
did slightly better than the previous 
week. This good showing is credit- 
ed entirely to the picture, “The Big 
City,” the best-liked Lon Chaney 
offering to be seen here for some 
time. Paul Oscard’s Publix unit, 
“Dancing Feet,” pleasing 
enough, but nothing to get unduly 
excited over. 

Harold Lloyd’s “Speedy” proved 
a disappointment at the State. It 
probably was hurt by the stiff com- 
petition and the newspaper panning 
which it received from the critics, 
although, judging by laughter, ap- 
plause and word-of-mouth com- 
ment, the public liked it very much. 
The takings were the best the 
house had had since the Minne- 
sota’s opening, but far under what 
Lloyd pictures have done at lower 
prices at the much smaller Strand 
here. 

The critics raved over “The 
Crowd” at the Strand, but the fans 
seemed divided in their opinions. 
Some waxed ultra-enthusiastic; 
others complained it was too heavy 
and drab. Its business, while not 
large, was considered “satisfac- 
tory” in the light of all circum- 
stances. 

Pola Negri in “The Secret Hour’ 
fell by the wayside at the Lyric. 
Tom Mix in “Horsemen of the 
Plains” also failed to get as much 
attention as usual. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Minnesota (F. & R.-Publix) 
(4,100; 65), “The Big City” (M.-G. 
M.) and Publix unit, “Dancing 
Feet.” Picture prevented gross 
from slipping even though Henne- 
pin-Orpheum, one block away, was 
hitting on all six for the first time 
since the Minnesota's premiere. 
Around $26,000. Very good. 

State (F. & R.-Publix) (2,500; 
60), “Speedy” (Par.). Gave house 
best week since Minnesota's advent, 
but takings far under what was 
expected from Lloyd picture. Critics 
knocked - it, but it apparently 
pleased the cash customers. Around 
$10,000. 

Strand (F. & R.-Publix) (1,506; 
50), “The Crowd” (M.-G.-M.). 
Praised to skies by critics and por- 
tion of public. Some fans not 80 
enthusiastic. About $5,000. Re- 
garded as satisfactory in view of 
all adverse conditions. 


Lyric (F. & R.-Publix) (1,350; 
35), “Secret Hour” (Par.). Pola 
Negri no magnet here. Around 
$1,000. Bad. 


Grand (F. & R.) (1,100; 25), “Sor- 
rel and Son” (U. A.). Second loop 
run after two verv big weeks at the 
Strand. About $500. Not so good. 

Hennepin-Orpheum (2,890; 59), 
“One-Round Hogan” (Warner) and 
vaude., Picture satisfactory, but 
Ted Lewis biz noise. Lewis jumped 
gross over 109 per cent. Knocked 
’em dead. Show cut to five acts. 
Lewis taking time usually allotted 


to two numbers. First profitable 
week in several months. Nearly 
$17,900. 

Pantages (Pantages) (1.600; 50). | 
“Iforseman of Plains’ (Fox) ana! 
vaude. Badly hurt by compectition 
bad weather and flu epidemic | 
About $5,090. Bad. 


Seventh Street (Orpheum) (1.409%; 
49), “Her Summer Fle 1 
Competition req trade 
‘ Around $4,000 


wr 
Knee 


~ 


lhad hie start 


Chicago, April 24. 

With picture house business in the 
Loop maintaining an average that 
shows little variation week after 
week, it seems apparent neighbor- 
hood houses have gained so strong a 
foothold as to monopclize local pate 
ronage. 

The local picture housr situation 
is unique and dissimilar to that of 


any other city in the country. There 
are 3,000,000 persons in Chicago and 
only four picture theatres of over 
2,000 capacity in the downtown sec- 
tion. First-run theatres have 17,162 
total seating capacity. 

It’s up to the neighborhoods to 
take care of the 3,000,000, and they 
do it with a vengeance. There are 
12 houses of de luxe classification 
in neighborhoods playing stage band 
policies—Avalon, Capitol, Marbro, 
Granada, Tivoli, Uptown, Norshore, 
Senate, Harding, Sheridan, Regal 
and Stratford. In addition there are 
17 film houses with stage attrac- 
tions. 

De luxe houses playing straight 
picture policies number around 15, 
Probably the most imposing display 
of picture house advertising in the 
world is carried regularly by Chi- 
cago dailies, with 125 theatres im- 
portant enough to pay for represen- 
tation in this section every day. 

vs. 1 

Overpowering majority of neigh- 
borhood houses is plain. Against 18 
houses of all sizes in the Loop there 
are over 450 in the neighborhoods. 

Producer representation downtown 
is rather one-sided. Paramount has 
the big odds through outlet in four 
Publix first-run theatres. M-G-M is 
taken care of in the same houses in 
between times Another to get into 
the same houses, but at much rarer 
intervals, is First National. Fox has 
only the Monroe, 975-seat house in 
an unfavorable spot, and hasn't been 
able to crash the larger Loop stands. 
A large Fox house for first-run rep- 
resentation probably will be built in 
the Loop eventually. United Artists 
has a showing spot seating 1,702, 
and Warner Bros. are cramped in 
the Orpheum—smallest regular first- 
run house in the Loop, with 760 


seats. P. D. C.-Pathe has the Or- 
pheum’s State-Lake as a rerular 
outlet. FBO and other independents 


are represented at intervals in the 
Rialto. stock burlesque house. 

Last week Paramount led in num- 
ber of showings, with three pictures. 
“Speedy.” in its second week at the 
Roosevelt, dropped three grand from 
an excellent $20,000 start. “Legton 
of Condemned” also in its second 
week at McVicker’'s, and fell to $22,- 
000 after a strong bheginnine with 
$28,000. The third current Par re- 
lease. “Something Always Happens.” 
was shelved into the State-Lake and 
hrovucht about $17,500 with Orpheum 
var deville. 

The town’s real leader week hefore 
“Tenderloin” (Vita), showed 
slicht letdown in its second week, 
and eontinued a wow at $11.000, with 
onlv 760 seats to draw from at four 
bits top. A newcomer itn the run 
class is “Sorrell and Son” in United 
Artists, proving itself of real quality 
hw increasing its customerage daily. 
This can onlv he brourht ahout by 
word-of-mouth advertising. and it’s 
a rreat hreak for anv nicture. “Sore 
re” closed its first weel: to $99 700, 
which while hirh shows the effects 
of earlv-werk indifference 

Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix) —“The Crowd” 
(M-G-M) (4,500; 50-75). Boys were 
a little worried about this unusual 
film, but it showed its mettle in a 
better than average $46,000. 

McVicker’s (Publix) — “Legion of 
Condemned” (Par) (2,400; 50-75). 
First week strong, $28,000, and sec- 
ond off little more than expected 
with $22,000: drawing comment. 

Monroe (Fox) —“The Play Girl” 
(Fox) (975; 50-75). When Manager 
Cohn gets one of these, the men’s 
men say nix; $3,400. 

Oriental (Publix)— “Across to 
Singapore” (M-G-M) (3,300; 35-75). 
It’s always Paul Ash on the stage, 
and more so than before since it’s 
known he’s leaving; $40,000; picture 
got good notices. 

Orpheum (Warner)—“Tenderloin” 
(W. B.) (760; 50). Second week of 
drab showing brought $11,000; first 
week, $13,400; count the seats! 

Playhouse (Mindlin)—“Love Makes 
Us Blind” (UFA) (600; 50-75). Sure- 
seat Mindlin and his tall-hbrow em- 
porium recovered from disastrous 
week caused by Raquel Meller on 
screen; last week, $23.000. 

Roosevelt (Publix)—“Speedy” 
(Par) (1,400: 59-60). Harold Lioyd 
nt $°0.000, and dropped; 


usial week, $17,560. 

State-Lake (Grpheum) — “Some- 
thing Always (Par) (2,- 
500; 5-75). Shelf booking for 
‘ther Ralston film vaude house>. 
linet much in second week, with 
6 ev'ra rood. 

United Ar’ists (U. A.) “Sorrell 
ind Sen” (TY, A.) (1,702; 
icfual quality in steady 
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Montreal’s Bad Wk 
Loew, High, $14,000 


Montreal, April 24. 
(Drawing Pop., 600,000) 
(Weather: Dull with snow) 

Maybe it was the terrible weather, 
with streets inches deep in slush at 
beginning and middle of week, or 
the general interest in the Atlantic 
flight, but the radio going day and 
night with the latest details kept 
people away. Grosses generally 
away down and week one of worst 
in years. Total for all main stems 
little over $50,000. 

Loew’s was best of a poor lot with 
$14,500. Jim Adams had a good pic- 
ture and above average vaude, and 
his crowd sticks by him through all 
times. One of the legit houses, Ma- 
jesty’s, was practicaliy dark With a 
local society show that just about 
paid for lights, but this didn't help 
the pictures much. &xciusion of 
children hits this house and Impe- 
rial more than any other main stem. 

liarry Dann had a week that ran 
perilously near the red. The gross 
at the Capitol was off over $/,v00 
from previous week. Although the 
picture had nowhere hear the drag 
of the Lloyd feature, that-pulled in 
a record, it did not deserve so poor 
a return. Dahn is just back from 
New York, where he got Chas, Jones 
to act as stage manager .or the Cap- 
itol in production of tabloid musical 
comedies as a special turn at Capi- 
tol, starting this week. Poor at $12,- 
500. 

Montreal is suffering from a glut 
of musical comedy is the only ex- 
planation of Leon Erroll and the 
Tiller Girls in “Yours Truly,” stage, 
fair to have capacity houses at the 
Princess. Show was one of the best 
seen here, but grossed ‘ound $18,- 
000, much below what much jnferior 
shows have drawn at this theatre. 

Putting on first movies cf Fitz- 
maurice at Seven Islands and Mur- 
ray Bay got the Strand on the map 
Thursday and boosted gross to $4,- 
000. Feature was insufficiently ad- 
vertised or returns would have been 


higher. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Capitol (F. P.) (2,700; 40-85)— 


“The Crowd” (M-G-M). Box office 
showed terrible drop from previous 
week by over $7,000, but in line ‘with 
general apathy. Nice picture, but 
houses narrowly, if at all, escaped 
red line. Special presentation be- 
fore feature and comedy attracted 


nearly as much as big picture. Bad 
at $12,500. 

Palace (F. P.) (2,700; 35-60)— 
“Smart Set” (M-G-M). General 


slump also affected -his house, al- 
though Wiliam Haines usually big 
draw here. At that, house did better 
than previous week, gross 
jumped nearly a couple of thousand. 
Double orchestras, jazz and concert 
again helped out. $12,500. 

Loew’s (F. P.) (3,200; 45-75)— 
“Baby Mine” (M-G-M). Much over 
picture, which fitted in well with 
best vaude for many wecks. “Hello, 
Mama,” as headliner, and several 
acts all stand-outs. ped at $14,- 
500, 

Imperial (K-A) (1,900; 35-80)— 
“Blue Danube” (P. D. C.). Vaude 
better than picture, former rating 
well up to expectations for house. 
Gross dropped $1,500 to $9,000. 

Strand (U. A.) (800; 30-40)— 
“Doomsday” (Par); “Wyoming” (M- 
G-M): “Black Eagle” M-G-M), and 
“Blonde for Night” (P. D. C.). Show- 
ing o* Bremen and Fitzmaurice pic- 
tures picked up gross, which ran to 
$4.000, 

Neighborhoods again poor, suffer- 
ing from exclusion of children. 


Stunts in Topeka Did 
Biz—Stage Weddings Best 


Topeka, April 24. 
(Drawing Pop., 85,000) 
Weather unsettled 

Only one of the pictures last week 
drew on its own. Stunts got the 
business elsewhere, particularly at 
the Jayhawk, where for the first 
four days stage weddings were used 
as prologs for “Love.” Stand-out 
business was the result, particularly 
the last night, when a double wed- 
ding was put on. 

Musical tabs at the Novelty, with 
Art Higgins and his “Follytown 
Maids,” started slowly, but doing 
better than the straight vaudeville 
programs did for past month. Gift 
matinees with boudoir lamps and 
art rugs were chiefly responsible for 
the extra business. 

The tie-up between the Waddell 
Players at the Grand and the local 
club of professional women on a 
ticket sale campaign proved a com- 
plete flop, with the women of the 
club in controversy on the split of 
the proceeds. Business not much 
better than average. 

The picture hit of the week was at 
the Orpheum, where “The Shepherd 
of the Hills” drew, all the Harold 
Bell Wright readers, who liked the 
film and spread the word, making a 
steady build-up. 

Estimates for Last Week 


3 Toronto Houses Each 
Close to $12,000 Last Wk. 


Toronto. April 24. 
(Drawing Pop., 700,000) 
Weather: Fair and Cool 
With three houses within a few 
dollars of each other and Loew's 
out in front with “The Crowd" at 
over $14,000, the town took on a 
routine appearance after the big 
spurt of the weel before. Weather 
was cool enough to keep the golfers 
cursing and showmen chuckling, but 
grosses held to abcut average. 
“Speedy,” with $30,000 to its 
credit at two houses on its first 
week, gave way to “Last Command” 
at Uptown and grabbed about $7,000 
at the Tivoli, with afternoon biz 
hold:ng strong “The Harvester’ 
got away to a weak start Saturday 
with the reissue of T’.e Hunchback 
of Notre Dams:’ to fol.ow and ex- 
pected to get two weeks, even 
though this one rolled up a big 
total in three weeks when first is- 
sued. Tom Daley expected to land 
“The Patent Leather Kid” at this 
house, but First National has de- 
cided to road show it at the Regent. 
Regent has been taken on rental 
from FP, and a snappy campaign 
is planned. 


Fred Schaffer’s collection of cir- 
cus freaks didn’t prove any riot at 
Pantages, but with “The Blue 
Danube” held to better than $12,000, 
with Fred Putenhum’'s organ recital 
getting credit for some of the draw. 
Fred featurel the Strauss waltz, 
after which the film was named. 
Ed McCormick at the Tivoli, an- 
other FP house, helped the good 
work aiong. The Feist office here 
has been featuring McCormick in 
some of their Canadian releases. 
“The Last Command” built to 
turn away biz last half, but was 
Slow starting because the town 
thought it was a war picture, even 
though Jack Arthur had it exten- 
sively advertised “Not a War Pic- 
cure.” This town become 
poison to the army and navy. Fri- 
day the first films of the trans- 
Atlantic plane Bremen were rushed 
in and claimed as a picture house 
scoop in a wide ballyhoo, but the 
house was sold out, anyway. Twelve 
thousand dollars dun’t look so big, 
but it was nearly all last half. 
“Garden of Eden” opened to fair 
biz Saturday with fashion show 
hook-up. 

Aside*from the name of Rod La 
Rocque, “Stand and Deliver’ was 
zero. Nevertheless, Shea’s Hippo- 
drome made the third $12,000 on a 
show that stood out, so far as the 
stage was concerned. Harry Car- 
roll’s unit vaud act is the answer. 

Neighborhoods had a good week 
and, while main stem places all 
showed drops from previous week, 
except Loew’s, costs were likewise 
away down, advertising, for one 
thing. being off. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s, ‘The Crowd” (MG) (2,300; 


30-60). Only house in town not 
lower than week before; $14.090 
food business for any house here 


sig improvement in shorts at this 
house of late. 

Uptown (FP), “The Last Com- 
mand” (3,000; 30-60). Jannings 
picture; got away weak after Lloyd 
had packed them in with “Speedy,” 
but built strongly from midweek on 
to close with rush at $12,000. Closed 


bir gap. “Garden of Eden” Sat- 
urday. 

Pantages (FP) (3,400: 30-60), 
“Blue Danube.” Not bad at $12,000. 
hut lower than previous week. 
Radio organ concerts helped. Cir- 


cus freaks on stage not so hot. 


Hip (FP). “Stand and Deliver” 
(2,600; 30-60). Stage show gets 
most of credit for $12,000. Sunday 
radio plugging and “he a Monday 
nivthter” camnaien helped. 

Tivoli (FP) (1,400; 30-60). 
“Sneedy” (Par). On second weck 
Llovd comedv grossed $7,000. Ex- 
cellent in this small house. Short 


stuff and “Tivoli Topics,” compiled 
by Tom Daley, best regular feature 
in town. 


four days, another “Flesh = and 
Devil,” but stage weddings, done as 
a prolog, brought business. “Dooms- 
day” last two days got usual busi- 
ness. Total just over $4,000. 
Novelty (1,100; 40) (Crawford)— 
First week of summer policy, with 


Arthur Higgins and “Follytown 
Maids” in split week of musical 
tabs. Gift matinees boosted receipts 


above vaudeville average, $2,900. 

Orpheum (1.200; 40) (National)— 
“Shepherd of Hills” started ordinary 
but built up steadily all week de- 
spite unfavorable weather. Critics 
called it best of Harold Bell Wright 
pictures. Just under $2.100. 

Grand (1,400; 40) (National)— 
Waddell Plavers with “The Little 
Spitfire” failed to improve business 
despite ticket tie-un with local club 
women. Just over $1,900. 

Cozy (409; 25) (Lawrence)—"Silk 
Les,” first half, drew on strength o”% 
title. “No Man’s Law,” last half. 
didn’t stand un to average, westerns 
not roine well uptown. Total, $800 

Best (750; 20) (lawrence)—Com- 
bination of second-run pictures with 
“Sunkist Stenpers.” tab show. con- 
tinued to pull good husiness, though 
falling off trifle from last week’s un- 


Jayhawk (1,500; 40) (Jayhawk)— 


“Love,” with Gilbert and Garbo, first llocation house. 


usual business for this out-of- 
$700. 


ALMOST UNHEARD OF 

The engagement ofa Meyer Davis 
Orchestra almost THREE YEARS 
in advance is one of the most un- 
usual records in the music business. 
The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C. 


iC. Auchincloss, New York, will 
make her debut in December, 1930, 
and a Meyer Davis Orchestra has 
already been reserved for the occa- 
sion, 

Demand is frequently the basis of 
Fame. 


“Last Command” Is 
$10,000 Phila. Wallop 


Philadelphia, April 24. 

Weather: Cold, weekend rain 
Hold-over pictures in most of the 
downtown houses, plus bad weather 
at the week-end held down the film 
grosses in the majority of cases, but 
there were several theatres that 


overcame the handicaps. 

“The Last Command,” for example, 
developed into a real smash and 
grossed over $10,000 at the Karlton 
despite the small capacity of the 
house and 75c top. 

Stanley, offering “Sporting Goods” 
and the first of the Stanley com- 
pany’s special presentation revues, 
“Sky Blues,” ran along smoothly 
until the bad weaiher. Gross better 
than $28,000. 

The Fox, with “The Whip Wom- 
an” as the picture and a presenta- 
tion revue, did uneven business but 
topped $25,000. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Stanley (4,000; 35-50-75)—“Sport- 
ing Goods” (Par). Richard Dix 
comedy well liked; also first of 
Stanley stage revues, “Sky Blues.” 
Around $28,000 or little better. 

Fox (3,000; 99)—“The Whip Wom- 
an” (Ist N). Estelle Taylor picture 
plus “In Gay Jazzmania,” revue, 
headed by Jan Garber and orches- 
tra. Combination fairly satisfac- 
tory, With $25,000 reported. 

Aldine (1,500; 50-75)—‘When a 
Man Loves” (Warner, 1st weck). 
With this Barrymore picture house 


reverts to grind policy and mod- 
erate seale for rest of season. 
Around $13,000. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75)—“The 
Gaucho” (U. A., 4th week). Final 
week for Douglas Fairbanks film 


rated at $11,000, decidedly off but 
O. K. under conditions, “Speedy” 
in for month or more. i 
Fox-Locust (1,800; $1.65)—“Four 
Sons” (Fox, 7th week). Final week 
for this feature coaxed in about 
50. “Sireet Angel’ now in. 
Karlton (1,100; 50-75)—“The Last 
Command” (Par., 2d week). Devel- 
oped unexpectedly strong demand 
and about $11,500. May possibly 
stay fourth week. 
Arcadia (800; 50)—‘Something Al- 
ways Happens” (Par). Weak sister, 
with less than $3,000 reported. 


Grosses Off in Buffalo 


Buffalo, April 24. 
(Drawing Pop., 590,000) 
Weather: Fair 

Business decidedly below normal 
last week with the situation pre- 
senting-a fairly even aspect. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40- 
65)—-‘Garden of Eden” 
“Hula Blues.” Returned te calmer 
levels after preceeding hectic 
period, Griffith. favorite here, got 
$27,000. 

Hip (Publix) (2,400; 50)—Tar- 
tuffe the Hypocrite’ (Ufa) and 
vaude, Somewhat under average 
with picture of undecided quantity. 
Estimated $10,500. 

Great Lakes (Fox) (3,400; 35-50) 
—“Leopard Lady” (Pathe) and 
vaude. Good portion of business 
gained on opening Sunday. Tak- 
ings between Tuesday and Thurs- 
day varied between $500 and $600 
a day, climbing to $900 Friday. Es- 
timated $7,500 for the week. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,400; 35-50)— 
“Bringing Up Father” (M-G-M) and 
vaude. Fairly steady, Vaude played 
up strong. Estimated $9,500. 

Lafayette (Indep) (3.400: 35-60)— 


Met. Opera’s $70,000 Gross 
In Balto Did Hurt Some 


Baltimore, April 24. 
(Drawing Pop., 750,000) 
Weather: Fair and 


Chances of any of the town's legit 
houses going movie this spring or 
summer is remote. Two are sched- 
uled for dramatic stock and the 
third is more than likely to give the 
b. o. a vacation from June to Sep- 
tember. 

Baltimore will enter summer with 
the largest movie exhibition seatage 
in the town’s history. It means 
keener competition for the summer- 
time business and the two dramatic 
stock theatres, with dollar tops, will 
also make a bid for the stay-in- 
town amusement-seeking patronage. 


Business last week was _ spotty. 
Tendency in certain quarters to 
blame the opera and the four-night 
engagement of the Metropolitan 
opera, grossing well over $70,000, no 
doubt did affect somewhat the big 
first-runners. It resulted in the 
lobby shopping of the picture fans 
making itself felt at the b. os. toa 
greater degrce than generally. 
Mediocre pictures were the _ suf- 
ferers. 

The Stanley, with “The Noose,” 
undoubtedly topped the town. This 
one got the night trade. drawing 
from the patronage of toe other 
houses to offset any inroads made 
by the opera. Elsewhere, business 
was off, with the exception of the 
combination Garden, which showed 
a pick-up from previous weeks with 
“Gay Retreat” on screen. 

“Something Always Happens” at 
the Century failed to click at the 
b. o. and business was off. “The 
Gaucho,” second week at the up- 
stairs Valencia, also disappointing. 
This Fairbanks film just didn’t build 
here. The uptown Parkway with 
“The Crowd,’ moved up from the 
Century, got a good break. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Stanley (Stanley, Crandall).— 
“The Noose” (3,400; 25-60). Got 
best draw in town last week. 


“Patent Leather Kid” in this house 
revived fan’s interest in Barthel- 
mess and they turned out well for 
this one. Largely a night draw, the 
film failing to develop the feminine 
matinee appeal of the “P. L. Kid.” 
Stage show also. Very good week 
at over $20,000. 


Century (Loew).—“Something AI- 
ways Happens.” (3,200; 25-60). 
Title of this mystery melo likewise 
suggested comedy and _ confused 
fans. Star not of magnitude to 
buck Barthelmess and patronage 
seeped to other theatre. Opera no 
doubt contributed to the off week. 
“Rio Romance” on stage pleased, but 
proved largely atmospheric despite 
good comedian and clever Spanish 
dancing. No offset, however, for 
lack of b. o. potentiality of the 
sereen fare. Not over $16,000, well 
under average at this house. 

Valencia (Loew-United Artists).— 
“The Gaucho” (2d week) (1,500; 25- 
60). Started first week with rush 
but lost momentum steadily. Fair- 
banks, due largely to infrequent 
screen appearances, is losing b. o. 
following in this town. Second 
week far below pre-showing expec- 
tations, gross being about $5,500, at 
least two grand below average sec- 
ond week here. 


Parkway (Loew-United Artists). 
—‘The Crowd” (1,000; 15-35). 


Filmed clicked downtown at big 
Century and kept right on clicking 
when moved up to cameo Parkway. 
Latter house might be figured to 
feel opera opposition because of lo- 


cation but film overcame it and 
turned in good average week at 
$4,000. 


Double Features Abroad 
Hurt Sale of Shorts 


Washington, April 24. 

Double feature programs are the 
rule abroad with the result that the 
sale of American made shorts is 
practically nil, says a trade bulletin 
prepared by Nate Golden of the pic- 
ture section of the Department of 
Commerce. 

It is estimated that of the 231 
million feet of film shipped abroad 
last year, the footage of shorts was 
so small as to be insignificant. More 
than 10,000 short subjects (not sep- 
arate titles as the same film often 
goes to different countries), however, 
went into the non-European mar- 
kets, the average being about 400 
for each country. This out of total 
155 million feet that went to the 
countries other than European. 

Canada, Australia and Brazil were 
the chief customers for the short 
American made films. Each im- 
ported about 1,500 subjects. 

Shorts popular abroad are de- 
scribed, as a general rule, as “those 
full of action requiring no mental 
effort to understand.” 


Lotta Woods Moves Over 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
Lotta Woods, former head of the 


“Port of Missing Girls’ (Ind) and 
vaude. Fairly good. Picture got | 
some publicity. About $10,000. 


Mary Pickford-Douglas Fairbanks 


scenario department, has been added 


TAKA-CHANCE WEEK AT 
WISCONSIN GOT $20,000 


Ruined the Street Last Week 
in Milwaukee—‘Across At- 
lantic’ Not So Good 


Milwaukee, April 24, 
(Drawing Population 650,000) 
Weather Clear and Cool 

Chilly days still prove a boon to 
the local managers, who split their 
cake about evenly last week. Takae 
Chance week at the Wisconsin was 
about the best bet on the street, 
with weak opposition. 

“Irresistible Lover” at the Ale 
hambra didn’t have enough stuff to 
make the bigger house fret much, 
and the Garden fell down with 
“Across the Atlantic.” Hope that 
interest in the picture might be 
stimulated by the transatlantic trip 
of the Bremen showed nothing. 
“Rose-Marie” at the Merrill, laying 
its drawing power on the success 
of the musical here, did not do so 
well. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Alhambra (U.) “Irresistible Lover” 
(U.) (1,800; 30-50). Failed to click, 
Stage bill not any too hot. Out of 
red but not much. 


Garden (Brin) “Across the At- 
lantic” (War.) (1,200; 25-50-75). 
Fell to bottom for business. Not 


even Movietone nor Vitaphone could 


boost. Around $7,000. 
Majestic (Orph.) “Turn Back 
Hours” (War.) (1,600; 10-25-40). 


Vaude bill big draw. House closing 
soon to make way for new River- 
side. Above $7,000. 

Merrill (Midwesco) “Rose-Marie” 
(M-G-M) (1,200; 25-50). Did little 
better than usual but nothing to 
rave over at $8,200. 

Miller (Midwesco) “Law of the 
Range” (M-G-M) (1,400; 25-40-50). 
Stage band. House running little 
better than in past few months. 
Around $6,000. 

Palace (Orph.) “Freckles” (FBO) 
(2,400; 25-50-75). WVaude draw here 
with picture at bottom of bill. Bete 
ter than $19,000. 

Strand (Midwesco) “Legion of 
Condemned” (Par.) (1,200; 25-50). 
Second week for film. Straggled to 
wire around $6,000. 

Wisconsin (Midwesco) “Mad 
Hour” (FN) (2,800; 25-35-50-60-75). 
Taka-Chance week big draw for 
house; pulled in away ahead of 
several other weeks and left other 
houses on the street way behind 
by piling up over $20,000. 


‘Legion’ Pulled $49,250 
Into Met, Boston 


Boston, April 24. 

Metropolitan snapped out of its 
slump that has lasted for months 
with a bang last week and ran up 
a gross with “The Legion of the 
Condemned” that rates as third 
highest in the history of the house, 
$49,250. Stage show also went big 
this week, Frank Cambria’s “Swanee 
Moon” and Gene Rodemich with his 
band show. 

The polo picture ‘The Smart Set” 
(M-G-M) and Ledova with her bal- 
let plfyved to big houses at the State 
and $26,009, which rates as a high 
spot of the year. 

April 19, Patriot’s Day, always a 
Boston holiday, helped business with 
crowded houses for night before and 
all day the 19th. 

“The Devil Dancer” (UA) playing 
at the Orpheum did not ring in for 
the holiday crowd, being too far 
down town, but business was strong 
throughout the week; $20,000. 

“The Pioneer Scout” (Par) play- 
ing the New Boston with vaudee 
vile had a good weck. Olympia 
showed “The Little Shepherd of 
Kingdom Come” (F N) to large 
houses. “Red Hair” at the Scollay 
Square had big week. 

Modern and Beacon held over 
“The Port of Missing’ Girls” 
(Brenda) for second week with good 
results. Picture was well adver- 
tised. Fenway had double bill that 
did well first and last half of week. 
First half played “The Showdown” 
and “Ladies Night in a Turkish 
Bath.” Second half screened “The 
Noose” and “Silk Legs.’ All four 
pictures had played down town 
houses but business was good. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Metropolitan (Publix) (4,000; 50- 
£0) “The Legion of the Condemned” 
(Par). Wow. Third highest b. 0. 
return in house history; $49,250. 
State (3,500; 35-50) “The Smart 
Set” (M-G-M). Made strong show- 
ing at $23,400. 

Orpheum (3,500; 35-50) “The 
Devil Dancer” (U. A.); $20,000. 


U’s 2-Reel Stars 


Los Angeles, April 24. 
Universal will start production on 
three series of two-reelers under 
supervision of William Lord Wright 
when the studio reopens. 

Edmund Cobb will be starred in 


Forest tanger stories; George 
Chandler, formerly of vaudeville, 
will star in a series of two-reel 


comedy-dramas, and stunt cowboy 


to the writing staff at M-G-M. 


westerns will feature Bob Curwood. 
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JAIME DEL RIO DIDN'T 
EXPECT DIVORCE SUIT 


Interviewed in N. Y. Before 
Wife’s Divorce Action Was 
Announced 


Several weeks before Dolores Del 
Rio filed the complaint in her di- 
vorce action, her husband, Jaime, 
told Variety in New York that he 
and his wife “will never part.” At 
that time Del Rio, living here in an 
exclusive bachelor hotel, declared 
that dark circles under his eyes and 
his nervous manner were due solely 


to the two months he had spent in 
New York’s “underworld” gathering 
material for the crook story which 
he hopes will be the first big 
achievement of the literary career 
which he maintains he has now set 
for -himself. 

It was because his heart was set 
on a crook story for his little port- 
able typewriter and because Holly- 
wood, with its distracting friends, 
prevented him from concentrating 
that Del Rio maintained at that 
time he had obtained “permission” 
from his wife to spend a “short 
time” in Manhattan. 

Del Rio also stated his utmost 
regard for Edwin Carewe, the direc- 
tor, saying that he would always be 
his friend and that his wife was 
such an exacting business woman 
that she constantly demanded 
Carewe’s attention. 

Gloria Swanson’s Marquis husband 
is one of his best Hollywood friends, 
Jaime said. Dolores, however, never 
eared particularly for the Marquis’ 
friendship even to the point of re- 
jecting his suggestion that they have 
him for dinner one night, Jaime 
mentioned. 

Hollywood Gossip 

Del Rio was most emphatic in his 
denunciation of what he called 
“Hollywood gossips.” He said that 
no one great or small could live 
for any length of time in the film 
capital without being victims of 
slander which reached proportions 
never dreamed of even among gos- 
sips in other parts of the world. 

It was not a desire to make money 
that brought him to New York, Del 
Rio said. He styled himself as a 
millionaire. It was his ambition to 
advance himself in one of the arts 
just as his wife had done in film- 
dom. 

Jaime also mentioned that while 
he had at first opposed his wife’s 
entry into studios, yet her marked 
success had convinced him that she 
should continue to remain at the 
top of the profession and that he 
personally would do everything he 
tould to keep her there. 


Divorce Announced 

Dolores Del Rio, picture actress, 
has filed suit for divorce against 
Jamie Martinez Del Rio in Nogales, 
Senora, Mexico. Grounds will be 
incompatibility. 

The prospects of a divorce be- 
tween the screen actress and her 
husband have been in the air ever 
since he departed for New York 
about six months ago to write and 
sell an original play he had writ- 
ten. About that time Edwin Ca- 
rewe, who discovered Miss Del Rio 
as a picture actress, and his wife, 
Mary Akin, a former actress, also 

(Continued on page 27) 


Navarro Hi-Hatted 
Scribes; Now Ignored 


Paris, April 24. 

When Ramon Novarro arrived 
he high hatted the newspaper cor- 
respondents and now he is ignored. 
His presence has caused so little 
stir that they’re cooking up a story 
that his retirement is in prepara- 
tion for a publicity plot on behalf of 
“Ben Hur,” which is current on the 
screen. 

Correspondents representing all 
the important American dailies were 
on hand to meet Navarro when he 
arrived. Instead of welcoming such 
attention, he sent word t!‘ he did 
not care to meet the brigade, and 
they left him flat, continuing the ab- 
Sent treatment to date. 


Jack Connolly Sailing 
London, April 24. 

Jack Connolly, the Continental 
representative for Fox’s Movietone, 
sails today on the “Leviathan,” due 
in New York next Monday. 

Connolly has been over here on 
this trip about four months, travel- 
ing all over Europe. 


il 


Vt. Mer: Lays Out Wild 
Man With Baseball Bat 


Bennington, Vt., April 24. 
Dealing a vicious blow with a 
baseball bat, John 3. Harte, owner 
of this town's two picture thea- 
tres, probably saved the life of Mrs. 
Catherine Hill, 40, domestic in the 
Harte home, when he felled the 


woman's husband while the latter 
was struggling to fire a final shot 
into the woman's body. 

Mrs. Hill is at Putnam Memoria} 
Hospital with bullet wounds through 
her left thigh and ankle, while the 
husband is under arrest on a charge 
of attempt to kill and is nursing a 
three-inch wound on the head in- 
flicted by Harte. 

The shooting took place in the 
Harte home, where Mrs. Hill has 
been employed for two years. The 
couple have been separated for some 
time. Hill entered the house by the 
rear door and found his wife at 
work in the kitchen. The woman 
fled into Mrs. Harte’s room and 
with the aid of Mrs. Harte and a 
maid, endeavored to hold the door 
against the infuriated man, but he 
pushed through and attacked the 
wife. 

Mrs. Harte phoned the _ police, 
while Marie, her small daughter, 
ran across the street to St. Francis 
de Sales Church to summon her 
father, who was attending mass. 
Harte caught sight of a broken 
baseball bat which his oldest son, 
Bernard, had left on the lawn. As 
he dashed up the stairs a second 
shot rang through the house. 

The theatre owner weighs some 
200 pounds and he put ali of his 
weight behind that bat that rolled 
Hill upon the fioor. Loose in his 
pockets were found 14 cartridges 
from the weapon and in the room 
was a jackknife with an open blade. 


Russians Coming Over 


Berlin, April 15. 
A delegation of Soviet movie ex- 
perts has been selected by the Mos- 
cow authorities and will be soon 
on its way to western Europe and 
United States. The delegates will 


study the latest achievements of the 
movie arts and sciences with the 
view of introducing them into the 
Russian movie industry. 

Greenfeld, director of the Lenin- 
grad “Sovkino” studio; Danashew- 
sky, chief of the Moscow studio; 
Chentzoff, technician, and Levitzky, 
cameraman, compose the delegation. 

Anatole Danashewsky, known in 
this country as Danashew, was with 
D. W. Griffith in Hollywood and 
Mamaroneck for a number of years, 
but left for Russia in 1925 upon a 
special invitation from the Soviet 
government which was then looking 
for a Russian of American movie 
experience to uplift the Soviet 
movies technically. 

This will be Danashew’s first visit 
to the States since he left Griffith 
for the Soviet job. 


German Writers Sue Par. 
On “Way of All Flesh” 


Berlin, April 15. 

According to the claims of Hans 
Behrendt and Friedrich Lobe the 
manuscript of Emil Jannings’ film, 
“The Way of All Flesh,” is a plag- 
iarism. 

Lobe, well known Berlin actor, 
submitted a scenario to Jannings 
with the title, “The Man With the 
Beard.” Jannings wrote him from 
America saying he found the idea 
excellent, but was afraid it was 
impractical for use in America, A 
year later Lobe saw “The Way of 
all Flesh” in a Berlin theatre and 
states he recognized his manuscript. 
He contends the beginning is al- 
most identically the same and that 
only towards the end does it change. 

Lobe and Behrendt, who helped to 
put the scenario into form, are su- 
ing Paramount through their Berlin 
representative, Parufamet company. 
Parufamet claims the scenario was 
taken from a 10-year-old American 
film called “The Whispering 
Chorus.” 


TAUROG DIRECTING JESSEL 


Los Angeles, April 24. 


Tiffany-Stahl signed Norman 
Taurog to direct George Jessel in 


ture for that company. 


“Schlemiehle,” his first starring pte- | 


THOMSON MAY BREAK 
AWAY FROM KENNEDY 


Western Star Wants to Solely 
Produce and Distribute 
Through Par. 


Fred Thomson and Joseph P. 
Kennedy may dissolve their partner- 
ship upon the completion of the 
western star’s new picture, “Kit 
Carson.” Thomson has been in New 
York conferring with the Para- 
mount executives and left for the 
coast Thursday. He was due to 
start work on the “Carson” picture 
immediately on his return to Los 
Angeles, 

The reason for the rush back to 
the coast was that Thomson wanted 
to get underway with the new pic- 
ture’ before Kennedy could exercise 
his option for the star’s services. 
The contract provided that the op- 
tion would have to be exercised be- 
fore work on the fourth and con- 
cluding picture of the original con- 
tract was commenced. 

While the Paramount executives 
in New York were willing to discuss 
a contract with Thomson, they re- 
fused to actually sign papers until 
the star became a free agent. 

Under the contract existing be- 
tween Thomson and Kennedy the 
latter financed the Thomson pro- 
ductions, distributed through Para- 
mount, to $75,000. For this financ- 
ing Kennedy received $100,000 and 
Thomson a like amount, which 
meant that when the pictures were 
turned over to Paramount they rep- 
resented a production cost of 
$275,000. 

Paramount was unable to get 
anything like a profit out of the 
Thomson westerns as sold by them, 


according to statements made by | 


one of the Thomson organization. 

Because of this there was friction 
between Kennedy and Thomson and 
at one time there was a proposal 
made by Thomson the productions 
be turned over to Paramount carry- 
ing but the actual production cost 
of $75,000, and that the profits 
above distribution be split three 
ways between he, Kennedy and 
Paramount. Kennedy is said to 
have refused to accede to it. 

Thomson, providing he becomes 
free, proposes to make his own 
productions for distribution through 
Paramount, utilizing his realty 
holdings to borrow from the banks 
for production financing. 


Par. After London Site 


London, Apvil 24. 

Paramount is after a theatre site 
on Leicester square, principally be- 
cause Fox has bought property on 
the south side of the same Square 
Where that company is to erect & 
super house as s00n as existing 
leases expire, 

Cameo theatre has been offered 
Paramount but its site is consid- 
ered too restricted. Paramount has 
been casting glances at the Aiham- 
bra vaudeville house, believing it is 
not impossible that Sir Oswald 
Stoll will sell. 


“all the essentials” for making super 


UNIVERSAL STOCK 


DUPONT—U NOT FOR SALE 


Laemmle and Cochrane 


Own Most of U With 


Laemmle in Sole Control—Independent of Banks 


DE MILLE’S CONTRACT 
PEOPLE CUT: ACTORS 
AND DIRECTORS IDLE 


Los Angeles, April 24. 

With Cecil B. DeMille having cut 
his contract organization down to 
the minimum, the following players 
are now free lancing: John Boles, 
Junior Coughlan, Phyllis Haver, 
Leatrice Joy, Jeanette Loff, Louis 
Natheaux, Franklin Pangborn, Ma- 
rie Prevost, Vera Reynolds, Joseph 
and Rudolph Schildkraut and Vic- 
tor Varconi. 

Of the list of directors with the 
DeMille organization the only one 
kept under contract is Paul Stein. 
Those who are at liberty to do as they 
please are Frank Udson, Rupert 
Julian, William K. Howard, Donald 
Crisp, FE. H. Griflith, Howard Hig- 
gin, Harmon Weight and EF. Mason 
Hopper. 


3 Deals for Palladium 


London, April 24. 

Following the failure of the 
Palladium to get over as a picture 
house, three sets of negotiations are 
going on to buy the theatre, 

One deal is believed to come from 
Gulliver, and other former inter- 
ests, to take back the Palladium 
and also the Astoria and Capitol 
from the Gibbons-Szarvasy group. 
Gibbons is also dickering with the 
Gaumont British Company to take 
over the booking and routing of 
films if his concern does not sell 
its picture theatres. 

Another angle is that 
mount’s offer for the Alhambra 
(vaudeville) is accepted, which is 
not unlikely, Sir Oswald Stoil will 
be interested in taking over the 
Palladium and Holborn Empire to 
use as vaudeville house. If this 
happens it will make Stoll supreme 
as regards the western vaudeville 
situation in this country, 


Sidney Olcott Sues 
British Lion Company 


London, April 24. 
Sidney Olcott, director, has issued 
a writ against the British Lion 
Film Company, claiming that con- 
cern breached his contract. 
Olcott contends his agreement 
called for Olcott production with 


if Para- 


films and that the firm did not pro- 
vide him with a story of the calibre 
covered by such a clause. 
The director may line 
British International and 
dickering to that end. 


up with 
is now 


Reunited 
REAL BROTHERS : REAL HARMONY - REAL ARTISTS 
REEL PRESENTATIONS - RADIO - RECORDS - REVIEWS 


ED. and LOU MILLER 
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Address Friars’ Ciub, New York 


Following Variety's report of for- 
eCigners having negotiated with Carl 


Laemmile tooking toward the pur- 
chase of his euontrel of Universal, 
it Was learned that the frequent 
report of the Duponts buying up 
*Universal stock on the market or 


that Dupont was seeking control of 
U had no foundation. 

Nor is there any 
principal U owners, 
and KR. H. Cochrane, 
U. Laemmile personally owns the 
majority of the stock, he and 
Cochrane nearly holding the entire 
issue, 

From the same inside source, Va- 
riety was informed that Universal 
is entirely independent of bankers. 
The only business dealings U has 
had with bankers was when Dillen, 
Read & Co. placed the U stock 
issue on the Exchange, John Dillon 
of Hayden, Stone & Co. has been 
often confused in the U_ reports, 
possible throush that Dillon, Reed 
transaction, with many of the im- 
pression that Hayden, Stone & Coa. 
are the Universal's bankers. 

Worth $20,000,000 

It is said that Messrs. Laemmle 
and Cochrane value Universal at 
$20,000,000 at least, this calculated 
through the accepted report U re- 
jected an coffer of $15,000,000 three 
years ago. It is said that no for- 
eigner has entered into any negoti- 
ations with Laemmle or U, although 
that report was previously around 
when D. Wertheim, the wealthy 
Englishman, somewhat interested 
in pictures abroad, was recently in 
New York. It was then reported he 
thought favorably of U. 

The Dupont rumor appears to be 
dissipated through the Duponts 
being raw stock film makers. For 
that reason, it is said, the Duponts 
would not consider it a politic move 
to procure control of any picture 
producer, knowing it was soliciting 
raw stock buys from its competitors 
in picture production, 


desire by the 
Mr. Laemmile 
to dispose of 


Indian’s Marriage to 
American Girl on Film 


The Michaels Film Co. of Bom- 
bay, India, by special arrangement 
with the Maharajah of Indore who 
married the American girl, Nancy 
Ruth Miller, has made a special 
film of the ceremony attending Miss 
Miller's conversion to Hinduism. 
The Michaels Co. also “shot” the 
splendiferous marriage ceremony. 

Charles WU. Fischer, the bandman 
aboard the world cruise of the Bel- 


genland will handle the film in 
America. 

This is Fischer's second world 
cruise aboard the “Belgenland” 


which also had Hal Roach and his 
wife as passengers, along with Ben 
Finney, reputed engaged to Con- 
stance Talmedge. The Roach party 
got on at Colombo, Ceylon, and ex- 
pressed gratefulness to Fischer for 
the Iean ef the cooies of “Variety” 
wlich Mrs. Fischer had forwarded 
to her hisbend. Roavh told Fischer 
it gav him a slant on the Roagh 
Studios’ activities he didn’t get 
ihreugh nis own channels. “Belgen- 
land” is due in New York tomor- 
row (Tl wursday). 


SPOTS FOR NAMES 


Lack of Engagements Better for 
“Woman Disputed” 


Los Angeles, April 24. 

Scarcity of work for leading pice 
ture actors has enabled United Are 
tists to employ a large number of 
names to play minor bits in Norma 
Talmadge’s current production, “The 
Woman Disputed.” 

This picture has been in progress 
two months, with Gilbert Roland, 
Arnold Kent, Gustav von Seyffertitz, 
Borus de Fas, Marion Templeton 
and Joseph Mari in support. Six 
more featured players, who will also 
vet sereen credit, have been added— 
Olga Eaclanova, Howard Davies, 
Jackie Combs, Carl Von Hartman 
and Michael Vavitch. 

The picture is being directed by 
Henry King, and is scheduled to be 
completed May 29 
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NEW YORK CHATTER 


Harry Delmar says he is creat- 
fmg interruptions to cool off the 
Picture projection machines. 

Bessie Mack, Capitol press im- 
pressario, invites reviewers to use 
the office Underwoods, even insist- 
ing on sending out for their lunch- 
eons. 

I. H. Shain, called “Sam,” has 
gone indy. He is exploiting Ex- 
cellent. 

Variety’s office cat is expecting 
one of those Winchell’s blessed 
events. 

Howard Benedict, the publicist, 
sails for Spain May 1 to study bull- 
slinging firsthand, 

Alma Talley, of pictureplay, has 
gone to the coast with letters of 
introduction to all press agents. 
Husband Victor stays here to pick 
pictures for the “Times” roto. 

Tabs and Dei Rio 

The tabs have feverish gangs 
trailing Jamie Del Rio. The word 
went out that Dolores’ husband was 
contemplating something dire. 

Harriet Underhill, the ‘Herald 
Tribune” picture reviewer, is still 
too ill to visit the office. 

The girls say the “Duck Tango,” 
Victor, is the only one the tyro 
giglio can learn the dance to. 

The Dug Out disabled veterans re- 
turned Anne Nichols opening night 
courtesy with a tea-party at their 
63d street club. 

Ernest Torrence’s 21-year-old son 
hates pictures, won’t meet reporters 
and won’t let pa do so in his 
presence. 

Regina Crewe, coast picture chat- 
terer, has been transferred to King 
Features from International News 
Service. 

U. A. is sending out Horatio Alger 
yarns on John Considine, Jr. Irving 
Thalberg no longer monopolizes all 
of this stuff. 

King Vidor and Laurence Stal- 
lings talked out of turn in front 
of newspaper photographers re- 
cently. The boys were oke and 
didn’t spill. 


Sports Writers vs. figh Hat 


The sports writers are relishing 
a kick furnished by the movie star 
wife of a prominent sports figure. 
On segregated sports locations with 
her husband she had been in the 
habit of opening up and playing 
the regular guy with the sports 
tribe. Reappearing in New York 
recently, the boys found her wear- 
ing an unwarranted high hat. The 
boys asked no questions but cut 
down on the lineage, tipping the 
other departments on their rags to 
play along. 


The girls in town who speak right 
out are squawking about the short- 
sightedness of John Ringling in 
spotting a femme attendant with 
the only girl-act in the circus, Con 
Colleano. The inference is that the 
lady who holds the tight-wire star’s 
cape is his wife. That blocks the 
romantic wallop and the matinee re- 
peats, 


The girls are sobbing petitions to 
Mr. Ringling to bring out a nice 
snappy valet and put Senora Col- 
leano on the overhead budget. 

The movie scribblers in town are 
felling groggy these days from the 
effects of a fast one pulled by a re- 
cent visitor. The gentleman lined 
up all the children and fed them 
plenty of warm mush on his friend- 
ship with the husband of his fav- 
orite star. No matter what they 
asked him he came through on the 
talents, charm and noble character 
of the boyfriend. 

They fell and played up the 
Damon and Pythias gag to the last 
embrace. The gentleman, a direc- 
tor, left town with his propaganda 
spilling all over the papers and a 
complete cover for any later de- 
velopments. 


The catty literary boys and girls 
are enjoying the sour criticisms 
coming in to a “prodigy” novelist 
exploited by one of the highbrow 
bookselling clubs. inside 
titter is reported to be that sc many 
personal angles arose in the clique 
they had to pick an outsider to 
keep everybody happy, passing up 
established authors who were 
friends of friends of somebody. 


Critic-Journalist 


A picture critic (critic goes) in 
New York was miffed over a fancied 
slight from one of the big-boy press 
departments. The press agent had 
a personality arriving on the Twen- 
tieth Century and wanted it covered 
by photographers. As a newspaper- 
man, he called up the city desks. 
The “critic” thought the routine a 
slight. A complaint was entered to 
the lad’s boss and the young man 
was fired, the boss probably figuring 
on humoring the huffed “journalist.” 


One of the new Longacre hotels 
has instructed its press department 
to muffle the stuff on professionals, 
particularly its heavy movie play. 
The hostelry has la-de-dah notions 
on the desirability of the Park Ave- 
nue element, social column mention 


and rubber checks. 


2 Coast P. A. Ass’ns 
In Better Understanding 


New York publicists are follow- 
ing the action of their western col- 
leagues in investigating persons 
who seek credentials which would 
entitle them to free advice or pub- 
licity and all that goes with it. In 
other words, the A. M. P. A. is 
establishing a credentials commit- 
tee. 

Bruce Gallup, chairman of the 
New York organization, iniiiated 
this step after hearing from Bar- 
rett Kiesling, of the west coast 
Wampas. Kiesling’s communication 
contained word that several of the 
letters presented by persons who 
had introduced themselves on the 
coast did not meet with investiga- 
tions which had been made in 
Hollywood. Accordingly the local 
boys are considering every pro- 
cedure which will safeguard their 
west coast brethren. 

Another move which the A. M. 
P. A. is considering is the arrange- 
ment of its meetings so that trans- 
continental telephonic communica- 
tion may be effected with the coast. 
In this way it is expected instan- 
taneous co-operation between the 
two bodies may be realized. 


9 
Engineers’ Chairman 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
Hollywood Chapter of the Society 
of Motion Picture Engineers elected 
Cc. H. Dunning chairman of the 
group of 60 members. 
Other officers include John Boyle, 
secretary; Dan Clark, Peter Mole 


and George Mitchell, managers; 
A. G. Volk, chairman of by-laws 
committee, and Joseph Dubray, 


chairman of membership committee. 
Future meetings will be held in 

the Academy of Motion Picture 

Arts and Sciences headquarters. 


Restarting M-G-M’s ‘Isld.’ 
Los Angeles, April 24. 

M-G-M has decided to go through 

with the production of “Mysterious 

Island” and Lucien Hubbard will 

direct. The picture was started 


two years ago under the direction 
of Benjamin’ Christiansen, but 
stopped after a prolog had been 
shot. 

After the picture had been on the 
shelf for 18 months it was finally 
turned over to Hubbard to work 
out a suitable story so that the 
footage already shot could be util- 
ized. Hubbard started this week 
on experimental work in connec- 
tion with the reshooting, with 
everything ready to resume actual 
shooting when Irving Thalberg re- 
turns from his European trip in 
six weeks. Stuart Paton is acting 
as technical assistant to Hubbard. 


10-YR.-OLD TAX CLAIM 
Los Angeles, April 24. 

Although it is going back over 10 
years, Dorothy Dalton, actress, owes 
the government $1,438 for her 1917 
income. This, according to a tax 
lien on file in Federal court. 

Revenue Collector Galen Welch is 
filing liens against scores of tax- 
payers who are alleged to have 


| made improper returns. Welch says 


he is trying to clear up his books. 


U’s Underworld Story 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
“Eyes of the Underworld” is the 
first of a series of melodramas to 
be made by Universal when the 
studio reopens in June. Leigh Jason 
will direct. 


Vic Shapiro, Coast-bound 
Vie Shapiro, U. <A’s publicity 
chief, leaves May 1 for the coast 
for a talk with his boss on the 


handling of next season’s product. 


PICTURES 


MARTHA VAUGHN 
THE IRISH NIGHTINGALE 
Now on the Coast for Publix 


Facts and Figures 
In First N. Pamphlet 


Los Angeles, April 24. 
First National studios have pre- 
pared a four-leaf pamphlet explain- 


ing in detail all that the visitor 
visiting their Burbank plant might 
want to know about the studio. 
Some of the in’ormation shows the 
studio to occupy 98 acres of ground. 
with six paved streets 50 feet wide. 
Seven mammoth stages, with six de- 
voted entirely to picture sets, allow- 
ing 33,360 square feet of stage space 
each. Two star suite dressing rooms, 
in addition to other dressing rooms 
to accommodate a maximum of 2,000 
players. 

A two-story property and ward- 
robe building, four film vaults, elec- 
trical plant with 12 generators ca- 
pable of furnishing 33,000 volts or 
20 billion candle-power, sufficient to 
supply a city of 15,000 population. 
A Grinnell sprinkling system with a 
100,000-gallon water tank. Thirty- 
four permanent buildings, with an 
approximate floor space of 417,173 
square feet. 


400 Under Contract 


A phone exchange with filing de- 
partment for storage of records and 
that the ground was broken for 
building of this plant March 28, 1926, 
and three months later the studio 
was in use. 

In addition to the 400 contract ac- 
tors, actresses, executives, writers 
and directors, there are 700 perma- 
nent employees on mechanical pay 
rolls. Trades represented in the 
latter are artists, accountants, cos- 
tumers, property men, cameramen, 
carpenters, painters, blacksmiths, 
electricians, plasterers, typists and 
waitresses. 

Aside from all this information, a 
detailed list of stars, featured play- 
ers, stock actors, producers and di- 
rectors are shown. 


Brooks-Sutherland Divorce 


Los Angeles, April 24. 


Louise Brooks (Paramount) has 
returned from New York and is 
living at a hotel in Beverly Hills. 
Her husband, Eddie Sutherland, 
directing for M-G-M, is living in 
their Laurel Canyon home. 

It is expected that a divorce ac- 

tion will be filed in the local courts. 
The couple were married in New 
York in July, 1926. 
This is the second marriage for 
Sutherland. His first wife was 
Marjorie Daw, screen actress, who 
divorced him four years ago. 


Lothar Mendes Retakes 


Los Angeles, April 24. 

Lothar Mendes shot the retakes 
on “The Street of Sin,” an Emil 
Jannings picture, instead of Ernst 
Lubitsch, as reported in Variety on 
April 11. 

Lubitsch has left the Paramount 
lot and is now preparing the script 
on “The Last of Mrs. Cheyney, 
John Barrymore’s next for that 
company. It is likely that Constance 
Talmadge will play the feminine 
lead. 


SCHROCK’S TEMPORARY JOB 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
While M. H. Hoffman, vice presi- 
dent and general manager of Tif- 
fany-Stahl is in New York, Ray- 
mond L. Schrock, general supervis- 
or of production, will function in his 
stead in conjunction with John M. 
Stahl, general producing manager 


of the company. 


rye 
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Lillian Gish Must Stand 
Alone in Duell’s Case 


Los Angeles, April 24. 


Lillian Gish, through her attor- 
neys here, is standing trial alone 
in the $5,000,000 breach of contract 
suit brought against her by Charles 
H. Duell, former head of Inspiration 
Pictures, Inc. The complaint against 
her co-defendants, Louis B. Mayer, 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Corporation, 
Nicholas M. Schenck, Loew’s, Inc., 
Mary R. Gish and Louis S. Levy, 
attorney, was dismissed by Su- 
perior Court Judge McComb, who 
ruled that no testimony would be 
received against them. 

Counsel for Miss Gish moved the 

court for dismissal of the whole 
matter on the ground that the is- 
sues at trial were once adjudicated 
in New York federal court. Judge 
McComb refused to hear arguments 
on dismissing the case until after 
Duell concludes his testimony. At- 
torneys for Miss Gish argued that 
Duell was denied an injunction in 
New York courts to restrain the 
screen star from entering the em- 
ploy of another company. 
Duell claims to have had an op- 
tional contract with Miss Gish run- 
ning from 1923 to 1929. Miss Gish 
was to start at a salary of $1,250 
@ week, to be increased to $2,000 
the second year, and to $2,500 the 
third year. In addition she was 
guaranteed from 15 to 25 per cent. 
of the gross receipts of her pictures 
over $400,000. Her name was to be 
featured in all advertising and pub- 
licity, and a minimum of $10,000 
was to be spent to exploit each 
of her films. 

This is the same kind of contract 
Duell held with Richard Barthel- 
mess at the time he turned Barthel- 
mess over to Inspiration Pictures 
and kept Miss Gish under a per- 
sonal agreement. The latter lefr 
Duell to go with M-G-M after as- 
serting that Duell had over-reached 
his power and had failed to live 
up to certain specifications of their 
contract. 


Conspiracy 

Duell in his complaint claimed 
that M-G-M entered into a con- 
spiracy to take Miss Gish from his 
control. 

After the case had previously 
been tried in New York and dis-. 
missed Duell was indicted for per- 
jury, but later acquitted by a jury. 
Miss Gish failed to appear at the 
trial. 

The first picture Miss Gish made 
for Duell was “The White Sister,” 
filmed in Italy. It cost $385,000. At- 
torneys for Miss Gish maintain that 
Duell violated his contract with the 
actress at that time by withholding 
proceeds from the showings of the 
film. 

Miss Gish, while in the employ of 
M-G-M, is said to have received 
$800,600 for two years’ services. 


Barthelmess’ Surprise Marriage 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
Richard Barthelmess sprung a 
fast one when he hopped to Reno 
and was married to Mrs. Jessica 
Sargeant, divorced wife of Stewart 
Sargeant, Wall Street broker. 
They are en route to Honolulu to 
spend their honeymoon. 
Barthelmess first met Mrs. Sarge- 
ant in Paris two years ago at the 
time Mary Hay divorced him there. 
His first marriage lasted six years. 
Barthelmess’ sudden step to tie 
the knot with Mrs. Sargeant came 
as a surprise to Hollywood’s film 
colony. 


Considine-Pantages Wedding 
The engagement of John W. Con- 
sidine, Jr., to Carmen Pantages, 
daughter of the vaudeville circuit’s 


head, has been reported. With Mrs. 
and Miss Pantages in New York 
and Mr. Considine also arriving. 


there is a story the wedding may 
shortly occur. 

Considine brought east the print 
of United Artists’ “Tempest,” with 
John Barrymore. It is expected to 
be shown at the $2 scale on Broad- 
way by May 15. 


Louise Fazenda in F. N. Film 
Los Angeles, April 24. 

First National has engaged Louise 
Fazenda for the next Mary Astor- 
Lloyd Hughes picture. 

First National’s writing staff is 
preparing an untitled original story 
for this couple. 


Young Laemmle Supervising 

Los Angeles, April 24. 
Paul Leni will direct “The Last 
Warning” for Universal with Laura 
La Plante starred. 


BULL MONTANA YELLS 
COP AS WIFE BEATS HIM 


Socked Plenty by Little 
Woman 


Los Angeles, April 24, 

B-o-o-]1 Montana, known as the 
Hercules of Hollywood, and who hag 
turned off the ear of many wrestlers 
in a mat combat, met his Waterloo 
at the hands of a damsel five feet 
two inches in height, none other 
than his wife. This little lady 
grabbed herself a French heel slipe 
per and started lambasting the 
ugliest-looking guy in the world, 
about the head and face. 

Starting to holler for help, Bull’s 
calls were answered by a policeman 
attached to the Glendale police 
force, and that big minion of the 
law took Mrs. B-o-o-1 into custody 
on a charge of battery and assault, 
She was arraigned be-ore Judge 
Lowe in the Glendale police court, 
After a long hearing the judge found 
her guilty of intoxication and ace 
quitted her on the charge of battery. 
For the former offense he placed her 
on probation for two years and sus- 
pended the 60-day jail sentence. 


Discs and Beer 


B-o-o-l1 was in court wearing 
dark goggles and told about the 
party he and his wife attended in 
Hollywood before the fracas started. 
B-o-o-1] said that the Mrs. and he 
had simply played the phonograph 
and drunk beer, and that she had 
behaved like a perfect lady. While 
they were riding home an argument 
started, and the little lady pulled off 
her slipper and socked him a couple 
across the eye. 

B-o-o-1 said he tried to stop her, 
but she was raging, clawed at his 
face, smashed him in the nose and 
just gave him a general beating. 

B-o-o-l1 confidentially informed 
the court that had it been a man he 
would have broken him into hun- 
dreds and hundreds of pieces, but as 
it was a woman and no less than his 
wife he just had to take it. 

It is understood that the B-o-o-lI 
is going to take no more changes in 
getting bunged up by the wife, as 
she is leaving town. 


“Talkers” Discussions 
By Writers and Others 


Los Angeles, April 24. 

The writers’ branch of the Acade« 
my of Motion Picture Arts and Scie 
ences will start a series of discuse 
sions regarding the possible changes 
in the technique of screen writing if 
talking pictures are adopted gen- 
erally by producers in the next few 
years. The meetings will start with 
a dinner to be given by the writers’ 
branch May 2 at the Roosevelt 
hotel. 

All angles of the scenario field 
that would have to undergo changes 
if talking pictures become general 
will be fully covered by the writers. 
After the writers get through with 
their investigation of the talkies, the 
other bra:.ches of the academy will 
make a survey of the talking pic- 
tures insofar as general adoption 
would affect their field of endeavor. 

When all branches of the academy 
complete their investigations a gen- 
eral discussion will take place, and 
the findings will be available. 

It is expected the series of inves- 
tigations and discussions will cover 
three months. 


Neilan With F.B.O. 


Los Angeles, April 24, 

Marshall Neilan has changed his 
mind about returning to England 
and making pictures. Neilan ran 
into Joe Kennedy, head of FBO, 
and sold him the idea his connec- 
tion with the concern would give 
the latter considerable prestige. 
Kennedy agreed, and Neilan will 
direct two pictures. First will be 
an original by Scott Darling, with 
Chester Conklin starred. 

Neilan’s wife, Blanche Sweet, 
now working in England, is ex- 
pected to return in time to appear 
ne his second picture at the FBO 
ot. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


H. J. Yates. 
Glenn Tryon. 
Hope Hampton. 
Jules Brulatour, 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Carl Laemmle, Jr., will supervise. 


Bud Murray 


Hercules of Hollywood Got 
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AMUSEMENT STOCKS HOLD WELL 
TEST MARKET PRESSURE 


Paramount Gets Support at 125 After Climb to 129— 
Inspired Talk of High Profits and $10 Rate 


With prices crumbling all around 
under the hammering of banking 
opposition to speculative excesses 
and a break in tobacco stocks be- 
cause of talk about a trade war, the 
amusement stocks gave account of 
themselves over the past week. 

Paramount got to a new high last 
Wednesday of 129 on enormous 


‘ dealings and under the worst of the 


market depression maintained itself 
close to 125. Late yesterday it 
jumped to 128. In this it was helped 
by determined support, a _ strong 
market position and dissemination 
of inspired propaganda on its high 
rate of earnings for the current 
business. Paramount oflicials point 
out Variety was in error in its re- 
port last week that first quarter in- 
come will show an excess of $2,000,- 
000 over same period of 1927, al- 
though it is said in other quarters 
that the three months will make a 
brilliant showing. It is being un- 
officially estimated that profits for 
this year probably will show some- 
thing like $14 per share of the com- 


mon. 
Loew’s New Top 


Loew touched a new top for all 
time of 74 at time of the jump in 
Paramount. The conspicuous per- 
formance of both amusement issues 


-drew attention and inspired exam- 


ination of ‘their situations. The 
closer it comes to the May meeting 
of the Loew directors the more con- 
fident Loew partisans become that 
@ generous policy will be adopted 
toward stockholders. Rumors of 
rapidly swelling cash resources in 
Loew tend to the same view. A 5 
per cent stock disbursement and a 
regular rate of $3 is looked for at 
this time, putting the issue on better 
than $6 basis, or about in line with 
the expected payment of a regular 
$10 for Paramount. 

Silence and absolute quiet in 
Fox, attended by prices steadily at 
and above 80, are accompanied by 
a lot of inside talk about the stock’s 
market position and inside opera- 
tions. because the other amuse- 
industrially 
ballyhooed, “wise” players think 
that something is on the tapis for 
Fox, avhich, by reason of its im- 
portant developments is said to be 
in a position to make a spectacular 
showing on the balance sheet in the 
next two years. 

Warner’ Bros. 
rather sensational move. 
Friday at 33, the Stock Exchange 
issue opened Monday at 37, a 
spread of 4 points. It eased from 
that top but yesterday was riding 
evenly at and beiter than 85. Wall 
Street has looked with favor upon 
Warner, more so than the film trade. 
Wall Street is probably more likely to 
be right than Times Square. It usuali- 
ly is in such matters. With the Mou- 
day jump, stories downtown were 
circulated that a combination be- 
tween Warner and FBO was jin 
Prospect. As far as can be learned 
uptown, such a move is within the 
range of possibility, but it is un- 
doubtedly in the first preliminary 
Stages of discussion. 


for a 
Closing 


came in 


Stanley’s New Low 


The 
gave 
was 
market 


only amusement stock that 
way before the pressure that 
expected against the whole 
of securities all over the 
country was Stanley, which has 
been a weak sister marketwise ever 
since the beginning of the year and 
even before that. In large trans- 
atcions on the Philadelphia Bourse 
Stanley got down to new low 
ground close to 42. It had rallied 
to better than 50. Internal dissen- 
sion and increasing exhibitor com- 


petition in its home field are held 
responsible for the stock's show- 
ing. It cut its rate to $1.50 at the 


last dividend meeting in February. 

A hot tip is in circulation on the 
Pathe Ieixchange stock selling 
around 3%, an indication perhaps 
that a clique is ready to give that 
issue a ride. Despite its extreme- 
ly low price the only prospect of 
betterment seems to in pool 
manipulation. The common shares 
with the preferred in profits over a 
certain level and the prospect for 
any excess profits to split in that 
way seem to be pretty remote. Divi- 


be 


| 


dends have been passed on the pre- 
ferred which is cumulative and be- 
sides the bond issue comes before 
all other considerations. This 
leaves payments on the common a 
long way in the future. On a con- 
servative basis Pathe common looks 
like a sale, but anything can hap- 
pen to a cheap stock in a specu- 
lative way. If a pool takes it up, 
all any outsider has to do to take 
a profit is to outguess the pool 
manager who knows what it’s going 


Summary for week ending April 20: 


to do in advance. Pathe people 
know nothing of the reported pros- 
pective pool. 

Counter stocks were generally 
weak, with the Roxy issues fall- 
ing back precipitately in sympathy 
with shrinking prices on the ex- 
changes. 

There were signs of distribution 
in Keith-Albee-Qrpheum which got 
back to 18 under trading in daily 
turnovers of around 1,000-1,500, one 
or two days. Reading the ticker, 
one gets the distinct impression 
that there is cautious unloading of 
this issue, all of it under expert 
management, The stock has been 
held within narrow range between 
18 and 21, the majority passing at 
and near the low and support timid 
if any, Stock attracts so little at- 
tention that maniplation is simple. 
Two months after its listing, it has 
not been deemed of enough interest 
to be boarded in the Hotel Astor 
brokerage, branch office, which is 
the center of amusement. trade 
ticker activity. 


STOCK EXCHANGE 


——1928——~ Net 
Wich. Low. Sales. Issue and rate. High. Low. Last. 
3R% 1,300 American Seat. 42% 41% 41% + % 
180 163 4,700 Eastman Kodak 169 169 
100%, 105, First National Ist pref. (S)...... 106 
76's 36,700 Fox Class A (4)........ 80 31 
21 18 1,300 Keith-Albee-Orpheum 19% 18% 18% 
92 1,100 Do. pref (7)....06- 92 92% 
74 a7 102,600 Loew 74 68% 71 +1% 
997, 2.900 1065 103 105 +1% 
27 1,000 Metro-Gold.-M, Ist pref. (1.88). 26% 2 
22 26,000 Madison Square Garden (1':)... 32 20% SOM % 
8% 8% ™ 8% + .% 
129% 111% 114,600 Paramount-Famous-Lasky (14)., 129% 121 125% +3% 
2 6,.00 Pathe Exchange........ 3% + 
18% 1,100 Pathe Class A....... 13 
69% 59M 5,200 Shupert (5)..... G5% 6 62 78% 
10 30 Univer. P. ist pref. 97 96% + % 
36% 22 $1,700 Warner Broa, oo 27% 33% 
CURB 
231% 17% 14%} Fox Theatres..... 20 
21 Wriveraal ps | 23 233 + 
28% 13 41,600 Warner Bros............. 2% —2! 
BONDS 
101 98% $12,000 Keith — 
113 106% 145,000 Loew's 6’s..... 110% 111 
102% 61,000 Do. 102 101% 101% + % 
81 13,000 Pathe C6 +% 
101 27,000 Paramount-Faimous 6's..... 100% 100% — 
115 Sy 97,000 Warner Br 8. 6%4'S.......ccceees 115 112 113 +1 
ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
All Quoted for Monday 
Over the Counter 
New York. 
Quoted in liid and Asked 
‘ Roxy, Class A. (8.50)... oe ee 
6% oe Unit ee . ee ee oe 
37% 38% ee Schine Ch. The (3).......- oe ee oe 
Philadelphia 
mn ‘oa 2,300 Stanley Co. of America......... 43% 42% 42% 
Chicago 
Los Angeles 
Montreal 
St. Louis 
ee oe oe oe 40% 


| United Artists, 


| 


Swanson’s 3 for FBO 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
A final agrecment reported be- 
tween FBO and Gloria Swanson is 
that the star shall make at least 
three pictures for FBO, 


From report Jos. Kennedy for 
FBO has agreed to finance the 
Swanson pictures with a limited 


amount for each. 


“CRIME” COMPLAINT STANDS 

The Federal Court thinks John B. 
Hiymer and Samuel Shipman, au- 
thors of the play, “Crime,’ have a4 
good cause for action, and refused 
to dismiss their complaint. Fox 
Film Corp.'s motion to that effect 
was denied. 

The “Crime” authors allege Fox’s 
film, “Dressed to Kill,” is a copy- 
right infringement. 


SANTSCHI IN ARMY STORY 
Los Angeles, April 24. 

Tom Santschi engaged to play the 
lead role in “You’re in the Army 
Now,” as Burton King’s next for 
Excellent. 

The story is an original by Elsie 
Werner and Arthur Guy Empey has 
been engaged to supervise the mak- 
ing of the war scenes, 


SIDNEY FRANKLIN’S RETURN 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
Sidney Frankiin is expected to 
shortly return to America from 
iungland. He will immediately begin 
preparation for Constance Tal- 
madge’s next starring picture for 
titled “East of the 
by George Barr Mc- 


Setting Sun,” 
Cutcheon. 


Neil Hamilton, Free Lance 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
Paramount will not renew con- 
tract on Neil Hamilton, actor. 
He will free lance after expiration 
of present contract on May 3. 


Rothacker’s Denial 


Los Angeles, April 24. 
Watterson Rothacker denies that | 
he is slated to succeed Richard A. | 
Rowland as general manager of | 
First National when the latter's | 
contract expires in August. Roth- 
acker goes to Europe in July for a 
month's vacation. He will return 
to finish out his own contract that 
runs until Oct. 12. 
A report here mentioned him as 
succeeding Rowland and headquar- 
tering in New York. 


BOB LEONARD VERY ILL 

Los Angeles, April 24. 
Robert Z. Leonard, M-G-M direc- 
tor, is seriously ill in Hollywoed 

Hospital with intestinal influenza. 
At the time of his illness he was 
engaged in remaking “That Certain 
Young Man,” formerly “Bellamy 
the Magnificent,” a pfcture that has 
been on the shelf for several sea- 


sons, only having played a very 
few houses. Ramon Novarro is the 
star 


PROSKINS SELLS 2 ORIGS. 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
Leonard Praskins, co-author with 
Ernest Pascal on “The Charlatan,”’ 
a stage play, has sold Pathe-De 
Mille the sereen rights to two orig- 
inal stories, “Captain Swagger” for 


Children—Now Divorce 


Los “Angeles, April 24. 
After 12 years life, 
Billy West, film comedy director, 
has filed suit for divorce 
Ethlyn Gibson-West. picture 


ot married 


from 


act- 


Lived 12 Years Witheut ‘Jones’ Producing 


Mrs. 
and 


ress. He charges Vest 
extreme cruelty 
with other men; 


Glaser as co-respondent. 


association 


West, in a separate action. is su- 
ing Glaser for $100,000 damages 


for alleged alienating the affections 
of his wife. 

The Wests were married in Chi- 
cago in 1916. They came to a final 
parting of the ways about two 
months ago. There are no children. 
West's complaint charges his wife 
had been living with Glaser and 
other men since 1923, that when he 
cautioned her against her associa- 
tions she would reply, “Well, what 
are you going to do about it?” or 
“That is my business and I will 
come and go as I please.” 

West states in his complaint that 
his wife would remain away from 
their home for periods of time with- 
out informing him of her where- 
abouts. 

The complaint lists community 
property consisting of equities in a 
car and some real estate and about 
$4,000 worth of jewelry. West is 
asking for a temporary order to 
restrain his wife from disposing of 
any of the property now in her pos- 
session. 

Hearing on this matter will take 
place this week before Superior 
Judge McLucas. 


with | 


naming Michael} 


Co. for Westerns 


And Features 


Buck Jones has formed his own 
preduction company, to make five 
hizh-grade western features and 
tive other productions. 

Outside capital from two men 
and one film man is assured, it is 


said. The certificate of incorpora- 
tion is on its way. 

One of Jones’ first moves was to 
place Don McE!waine under a five- 
year contract. McElwaine has just 
tendered his resignation as publie- 
ity manager for Fox, where he has 
been for the past five years. 

Buck and McElwaine, who will 
be in charge of all Jones’ produc- 
tions, will leave for the coast with- 
in a month. Space in an inde- 
pendent studio will be secured. 

Present intention is for all prod- 
uct released through state rights. 


Ramsaye—Pathe Review 

Terry Ramsaye succeeds S. Bar- 
rett McCormack, resigned. as head 
of the Pathe Review. 

tamsaye is the author of “A 
Thousand and One Nights,” the 
compendium of the motion picture. 


CARMEL MYERS SIGNED 


Los Angeles, April 24. 
Carmel Myers, former M-G-M 
contract player, has been signed by 
that organization for a role in “War 
in the Dark” starring Greta Garbo. 
Niblo will direct, 


Week’s Studio Survey on Coast 


Los Angeles, April 24 

This week's studio activity takes 
a drop of three points in percentage 
because of M-G-M slowing up in 
number of features in work. A de- 
crease of dark studios is noticed to 
be confined to plants making short 
comedy subjects, which includes Hal 
Roach, Mack Sennett, Educational, 
Christie, Chaplin and California. 

The latter, a rental studio, is un- 
derstood to cease operation and is 
open for lease. Total of units work- 
ing at the 18 active studios ure 50 
features, 13 short subjects and four 
Vitaphone units. 

Fox retains top position with eight 
features and three short comedy 
units at work. Features are “Four 
Devils,” directed by F. W. Murnau; 
“The River Pirate,’’ by W. K. How- 
ard; “Plastered in Paris,” by Ben 
Stoloff; “Chicken a la King,” by 
Henry Lehrman; aviation picture by 
Howard Hawks, “None but the 
Brave,” by Richard Rosson; “Wild 
West Romance,” by R. L. Hough, 
and “The News Parade,” by David 
3utler. 

First National comes 
seven features in work, including 
“Heart to Heart,” by Wm. A. Seiter; 
“The Divine Lady,” by Frank Lloyd; 
“The Volunteer,” by Arthur Ripley, 
‘The Whip,” by Charles Brabin; 
“Butter and Ege Man,” by Richard 
Wallace; “Little Boss of Arcady,” by 


next with 


Cline, and “The LBarker,"” by 
George Fitzmaurice. 
Warner Brothers have three fea- 


tures and four Vitarhone units go- 
ing. Features are ‘“” oah’s Ark,” by 
Michuel Curtiz; “Fools in the Fog,” 
by Howard Bretherton, and “Women 
They Talk About,” by Lloyd Bacon. 

Paramount has six features, in- 
cluding “Sawdust Paradise,” by 
Luther Reed; “Vanishing Pioneer,” 
by John Waters; “Fedora,” by Lud 
wig Berger; “Ladies of the Mob,” by 
William Wellman; “Hot News,” by 
Clarence Badger, and “The Per- 
fumed Trap,” by Victor Schertzinger. 

M-G-M has five features, includ- 
ing “The Bellamy Trial,” by Monta 
Bell; Baggage,” by James 
Cruze; “Baby Cyclone,” by E. Suth- 


“Excess 


erland; “While the City Sleeps,” by 
Jack Conway, and “Four Walls,” by 
William Nigh. 


Others 


Metropolitan, a 100 per cent. leas- 
ing studio, has four features in work 
for various releases. They are 
“Hell's Angels,” by Howard Hughes, 
for United Artists; “The Racket,” 
by Lewis Milestone, for Paramount; 
“Free Lips,” by Wallace McDonald, 
for First Division, and an untitled 
Burton King production for Excel- 
lent. 

Universal, leasing to independent 
operators, has three features in 
work. “Sunset Range,” by H. Me- 
Rae, for Universal release; “U. S. 
Smith,” by Joseph Henebery, for 
Gotham, and “Undressed,” a Joe 
Rock production for Sterling. 

United Artists has “The Woman 
Disputed,” by Henry King, and 
“Battle of the Sexes,” by D. W. Grif- 
fith. 


Pathe-De Mille has “Love Over 
Nighi,” by EE. H. Sothern, and 
Power,” by Howard Higgin. 


Tiffany-Stahl has “Lingerie,” by 
Ceorge Melford, and “Marriage of 


Tomorrow,” by James Flood 
Chadwick has “Smoke Bellew,” by 
Scott Dunlap, and “You'll Never Get 
Rich,” by Robert F. Hill 
Columbia has an untitled feature 
in work with no director assigned 
Tec-Art, another leasing plant, is 
quite active with a number of com- 
panies preparing or promoting. Com- 
panies actively engaged in making 
pictures here this week are the Cliff 
Breughton short comedy unit, Ruth 
toland short subject features; “The 
Mysterious Air Man,” a serial for 
Weiss Brothers, and a new Johnny 
Hines starring picture, “Black 
Magic,” for First National. 
Studios engaged making short 
subjects exclusively the Jean 
Novelle with three Larry Darmour 
comedy units working for F.B.O. 
Stern Prothers have the usual three 
short comedies in work for Univer- 
sal release, while Cal-Art and U. M. 
Dailey both have one short comedy 
unit in work for state right releas@ 


in 
are 


Rod La Rocque, and “The Shady| f~ 
Lady.” Summury of weekly studio act 
Both are included on the 28-29 centage of production is based 
program of the Pathe-DeMille studios on the Coast, determined 
conditions during year 1927 
produet, 
Sue Carol is slated to play onppo- 
site La Rocque. Weck Binding in Wor Sub 
Finally Editing “Marriage” Feb, 30 
Los Angeles, April 24. gat + 
“The Three-Ringed Marriage,” | | March 
ie iree- singet March 1% 
made sometime ago, featuring | March 28... ccc. +7 
Hughes and Mary Astor and di- | 13 
rected by Marshall Nielan for First April 11. .cccsecce J 
National, is now being finally edited. ADVIL 
tit! 
ul CD. 
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ivity for the past 10 weeks. 
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TEACHING MANAGERS MAIL 


IDEA MGRS. SCHOOL GRAD. 


Publix Managers’ School Resumes With 18 Pupils— 
J. F. Barry Is Again in Charge 


Publix Theatre Managers’ School 
resumed sessions April 19, with 18 
in the class, hand-picked from $00 
applicants and under the general 
tutelage of John F. Barry. 


Varying somewhat from former 
practice, the present class will spend 
considerable time in travel between 
Atlanta, Chattanooga and _ other 
cities where they will consider man- 
agement in operation. The schoo} 
itself is still located in New York 
City. 

The Publix school has been inaec- 
tive for about a year, during which 
time Mr. Barry conducted a special 
school for the Suenger Cireuit in 
New Orleans, 

Meantime a second mangers’ 
school has come into existence. This 
is the Motion Picture Theatre Man- 
agers’ Institute, Inc. It was founded 
by D. M. Baltimore, a member of the 
original graduating class of the 
Publix school. Baltimore has no of- 
ficial affiliation with any cireuit and 
cannot place or guarantee employ- 
ment to graduates, but figures there 
is room for a privately operated 
school because of the restricted en- 
rollment of the Publix school. 

The first class of the M. P. The- | 


atre Managers’ Institute will be 
graduated April 27. Names, ages, 


home towns as 
wide registration. 
The grads Harvey Conways, | 
24, accountant, Newark, N. J.; Al 
Mainker, 25, advertising, Allentown, 
Pa.; Elmer Meyers, 23, aviator, 
Denver; M. kussia, 23, bookkeeper, 
Newark, N. J.; Gerbard Krone, 27, 
Ufa manager, Berlin: William Mraz, 
29, manager, Secaucus, N. Y.; James 
A. Conn, 37%, manager, Winchester 
Ky.; George D. McCay, 33, book- 
keeper, Pleasantvilie, N. Y.; Je- 
rome A. Meyers, 40, publicity direc- 
tor for Brooklyn chapter of Ameri- 
can Red Cross; George T. Towns, 


occupations and 
given show 2 


are, 


32, accvuntant, Jacksonville, Fla.; 
Jarl A. Morse, 23, musician, Erie, 
Pa.; Walter Dana, 29, advertising, 


Toledo; David Levin, 31, store man- 
ager, New Haven; N. P. Nathan, 35, 


salesman, New York City; Robert 
Board, 22, no previous occupation, 


New Brunswick, N. J.; M. Podolsky, 
28, exploitation, Java, East Indies; 
Walter Ulrich, 23, organist, New 
York City. 

In addition to his 
residence course, 
Baltimore has obtained permission 
from the New York State Board of 
Regents to esiablish a home exten- 
sion, or correspondence course. This 
will be the first instance of teach- 


ing theatre management ’ y mail. 


three months’ 
priced at $200, 


PAUL BERN AFTER STORIES 
Los Angeles, April 24. 

Paul Bern, scenario editor of M- 
G-M studios, now in New York, will 
return to the coast with Irving 
Thalberg when the latter comes 
back from his trip abroad, 

Bern will look over play and story 
material during his six weeks in the 
east, 


Tryon in East 


Glenn Tryon, U's comedy star, left 


Jiollywood Saturday for New York. 
While east he will attend the Uni- 
versal convention in Atlantic City. 
Tryon is scheduled to make four 
feature comedies for U's 1927-1928 
release. They will be Fresh Every 
Hour,’ “Gate Crasher,” “The Kid’; 
Clever” and “The Life of the Party 


Biues Sailing for Europe 
Los Angeles, April 24, 
Monte Blue, 
wife, will sail for 
from New York. 
They are going on the same boat 
with Douglas Fairbanks and Mary 
Pickford. 


Europe May 15, 


PRODUCTIONS 
EXPILOITATIONS 
PRESENTATIONS 
cos MAES 
Is VV. ST. 


accompanied by his} 


Circular Built Theatre 


On the Continent, especially 
in Germany, says Depart- 
ment of Commerce report, eci- 
nema architecture has made 
violent progress along uncon- 
ventional lines in design and 
decoration. A totally new idea 
from Germany is to be adopted 
by a Dessau architect, Walter 
Gropius, who is designing a 
cireular house, the seating of 
which ean be turned entirely 
around, 

The spectators will thus sud- 
denly be revolved to face in 
another part of the theatre a 
different stage setting from 
that at which they were pre- 
viously gazing. It is said to be 
an ingenious scheine. 


— | 


TIFFANY SALES UP 
100%, THIS SEASON 


M. i. Hoffman, managing head 
ot Tiffany-Stahl, the independent 
produeer and distributor, made the 
statement offhand before leaving for 
the coast yesterday ¢(Tuesday) that 
Tiffany-Stahl] increased its cireula- 
tion by over 100 per cent this sea- 
son, 

Mr. Hoffman stated that while the 
increased number of theatres sup- 
plied by Tiffany was gratifying, he 
couldn't say as much for the rentals 
received, Hoffman would not give 
figures, saying he preferred to let it 
stand on the percentage basis. Te 
estinates the of pie. re 
theatres in,this country at 20,000, 
including the shooting galleries. 

In the genera. talk Mr. Hoffman 
again alluded to the gross return 
for Tiffany feature preductions, but 
added he was not complaining; that 
an independent producer and dis- 
tributor must find its way, which 
Tiffany is trying to do. 

Another statement by Hoffman 
was that Tiffany-Stahl has an ap- 
propriation of $4,400.000 for their 
picture program for ‘28-29. This 
will take in about 50 feature pic- 
tures and three or four specials, al- 


though one of Tiffany's specials 
doesn’t cost as much as an ordi- 
nary programmer of the hig line 
producers, 

Preduction cost is growing, said 
Mr. Hoffman, but he stated that 
trying to reach an average cost per 
| production is working out rather 


; well. It’s a practice T-S employed 
| in the past season, he said, but 
' would not mention what the aver- 


| age cost of the Tiffanys of 
had been. 

Mr. Hoffman reached New York 
from the coast last Tuesday, re- 
maining here but a week. In New 
York he conferred with the T-S 
staff and hastened back. 


this sea- 


Extras Elevated 


Los Angeles, April 24. 
Mirra Rayo Long and Russell 
Harlan, recent picture extras, have 
| been given roles in Esther 


talston’s 


| ‘Sawdust Paradise,” for Para- 
mount, 

The girl came from Duenvus Aires 
jreeently, while the young man wa 
formerly a local high cheoel stu- 
ident. 
| Both were selected by Miss Ral- 
iston and company directors from 

the extra ranks as likely material 


for further development. 


‘NANCY CARROLL IN WESTERN 


Los Angels April 24. 
Paramount's next Zane wey 
western will be “The Water Hole,” 


with Jack Holt and Nancy CarrouU. 

Jack Wirkland is writing adapta- 
tion, with production slated for May 
L5th. 


Ralph Ceder Leaves 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
Ralph Ceder left Paramount when 
option on his contract was not re- 
newed. 
Ceder was with the company for 
the past year as a pinch-hi 
rector and wriier. 


tting di- 


FINES FOR STAGE KIDS 


Sinopoulo of Okla. Soaked Plenty on 
18 Charges 


Oklahoma City, April 24. 

Peter Sinopoulo, manager of the 
Orpheum, was found guilty on seven 
additional charges of violating the 
state child labor laws and was fined 
$10 and costs on each charge. 

Sinopoulo was also fined a similar 
amount on 11 charges in another 
court. Total of the fines will reach 
nearly $500. 

Charges were brought by the 
State Labor Commissioner because 
juvenile characters, three of them 
members of “Our Gang” comedies, 
appeared on the stage of the Or- 
pheum during the past month. 

The judgments have all been ap- 
pealed. 


“Sunday” Killed by Vote 
In Several Ill. Towns 


Peoria, April 24. 
A wave of morality swept over 
downstate small towns in TIllinois 
last week where Sunday shows were 
submitted to referendum vote and 


in only two centers, Galva and 
Lawrenceville, did the proposition 
carry. 

Seven towns, none supporting 


first-run houses and in few more 
than two houses, clamped the lid 
on Sunday theatres. 

Rushvile, where movies had been 
shown Sunday nights under council 
dispensation, closed jts theatre last 
Sunday as a result of the vote. 
Other towns banning Sunday amuse- 
ments were Petersburg, Tuscola, 
Mason City, Bement, Sheldon and 
Hoopeston, 

St. Charles and Geneva rejected 
the daylight saving plan but Batavia 
approved it. These towns are with- 
in the Chicago radius and the day- 
light saving plan was hotly con- 
tested. One argument was _ that 
daylight saving affects children’s 
health adversely. Aurora and 
Elgin, the cities in the Fox valley 
district, went on the hour-ahead 
basis this week, however. 

Rossville voters rejected effort to 
adopt a city ordinance prohibiting 
druggists from. filling liquor pre- 
scriptions or to license pool] halls. 
Lawrenceville returned majorities in 
favor of boxing in every ward, re- 
pealing a city ordinance which is 
now at odds with the statute. 

The town band idea appealed to 
the voters who in seven commun- 
ities returned safe pluralities for the 
town tax levy to support these ag- 
gregations. Petersburg, which closed 
its Sunday ‘theatres at the same 
election with evident intent of giv- 
ing the town folks no escape from 
the local. band. Orangeville, Mt. 
Carroll, Toulon, Chatsworth, Lex- 
ington and Vandalia voted for bands 
but Monmouth, Washington, Ridge- 
farm, Savanna, Benald and Morrison 
decided not to put up any city 
money for the harmony makers. 


“Abie”-U Adjourned 


An adjournment of the plagiar- 
ism case against Universal by Anne 
Nichols until next October has been 
agreed upon. It had been set down 
for trial during this month. 

The action arose over 
Irish Rose.” 


“Abie’s 


BARKER’S $200,000 SPECIALS 
Los Angeles, April 24. 

Reginald Barker will make “The 
Forward March” for Tiffany-Stahl 
as the first of four specials he will 
produce for next season's release. 
The story is an original by L. G. 
Rigby. 

Barker's productions 
ecst about $200,000 each. 


slated to 


DONALD CRISP ACTING 
Los Angeles, Apri! 24. 

Donald Crisp recently completed 
direction of “The Cop” for Pathe- 
De Mille. Ie is now playing a fea- 
tured part in support of Victor Mc- 
Laglen in “The River Pirate” di- 
rected by William K. Howard for 
Fox. 


Waldermar Young at Work 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
Waldermar Young is back at 
M-G-M after a six week illness. 
He is adapting Gaston Leroux’s 
“Wolves of the Sea,” Lon Chaney's 
next picture, following “Kongo.” 
Tod Browning will direct. 


Henley-Reisner’s One Film 
Los Angeles, April 24. 

Hobart Henley’ and Charles 
“Chuck” Reisner after directing one 
picture for Paramount have left that 
organization. 

Their contracts ran for but one 
picture. 


30 New De 


Publix Contemplates Building 


Luxe Houses 


U. S. Cities 


Panning Radio 


Produeers of industrial and 
propaganda film, who never 
pass up an opportunity to slam 
radio, were delighted at a re- 
cent article on Radio appearing 
in “The Outlook.” One film 
maker sent out hundreds of 
marked copies of the issue. 

Industria} film men _ have 
found radio strong opposition. 

The film men believe that 
they are about to get some im- 
portant breaks from big busi- 
ness. They have been arguing 
that propaganda film beats ra- 
dio because the audience, if 
not as great potentially is def- 
initely determinable size, 
und additionally, the picture 
focuses undivided attention 
for at least 15 minutes and 
cannot be dialed out as with 
1 the ether messages. 


Large Expectations for 


Herbert Pokress is one of a group 
of Americans who have bought a 
half interest in the Television proc- 
ess invented by John Baird, Scotch 
inventor. Pokress, with Nathan Fel- 
stern of Philadelphia, and Charles 
Einstock of Chicago, is concerned 
with the enterprise of popularizing 
Television in America, similar in 
scope to the popularity of the pres- 
ent-day radio receiving set. 

Baird’s invention in recent tests 
successfully projected human vision 
from London to Hartsdale, N. Y. 
He is also the inventor of a pro- 
cess for impressing moving like- 
nesses of singers and speakers on 
phonograph records for simultane- 
ous reproduction, as in the movie 
talker. 

Baird is understood to be confi- 
dent of demonstrating successfully 
within a very few weeks how per- 
sons on both sides of the Atlantic 
may speak to and see each other 
through his Television process. 

Pokress avers that his syndicate 
will endeavor to teach amateurs 
how to build their own Television 
sets—with licensed parts, of course, 
of the Baird process—and will pub- 
lish a periodical to further this pur- 
pose. 


LEONIDOFF RESTING 


Leon Leonidoff. assistant produc- 
tion director at Roxy theatre, suf- 
fered a relapse after being back less 
than two weeks. He is now taking 
things easy under doctor’s orders 
at the home of S. L. Rothafe!l 
(Roxy). 

Leonidoff will probably not work 
until July, when he wil return from 
a scheduled two months’ trip to 
Europe. He is suffering from a 
nervous breakdown. 


DOROTHY MACKAILL ACCEPTS 


Los Angeles, April 24. 

After much wrangling over bill- 
ing credits, Dorothy Mackaill 
agreed to play opposite Milton Sills 
in “The Barker.” 

Other players are Sylvia Ashton, 
are Cooper and One-Eyed Con- 
nelly. 

George Fitzmaurice to 
| First National. 


direct for 


Forced Out of Closed Studio 
Los Angeles, April 24. 

The ciosing of the old California 
studios has forced its independent 
producers to move elsewhere for of- 
fice and studio space. 

First to find suitable headquar- 
ters is Al Nathan, intermittent pro- 
ducer of “Sunkist” bathing girl sub- 
jects, who found a berth at” the 
Tec-Art Studios, where he will 
operate for a while. 


Richard Waliace’s Release 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
Richard Wallace, who some time 
ago asked for his release from 
Asher, Small and Rogers, has had 
his wish granted. 


In as Many 


ee 
Foreigner’s Television 
b 


Atlantie City, April«24, 

Earlier this month, Sam Kata, 
head of Publix, with several of the 
more important theatre circuit as- 
sociates of that chain, held con- 
ferences here over the advisability 
of Publix building at least 30 de 
luxe picture theatres in as many 
bcities of this country. 

The understanding here is that 
no positive decision was reached, 
but that the consensus of opinion 
among the picture showmen was 
Publix should pvoceed. When and 
how will be settled by Mr. Katz. 

It is reported that Katz had a list 
of 30 places that could stand a Pub- 
lix deluxe and where neither Publix 
nor any its concert partners is now 
located with a theatre of that class, 


It is said in New York that if 

Publix proceeds with its extensive 
building program under an under- 
standing of ome time ago, that 
Loew's may participate in any new 
Publix theatre up to an equa! share 
of the holdings held by Publix. As 
there seems to be a similar under- 
standing between Loew’s and 
United Artists, Loew's might send 
their Publix participation, if partici- 
pating, into a three-cornered deal 
y carrying U. A. into it. 
It is not believed that the pro- 
posed 30 new theatres include the 
neighborhood houses Publix is 
building in Greater New York, some 
of which are expected to open next 
fall, Neither is there any informa- 
tion as to the cities selected by Sam 
Katz for his proposed additions, nor 
whether any or most will be neigh- 
borhood theatres. 

From the conference heid in A. C.,, 
the presumption is left that each of 
Katz’ associates would assume the 
building of any houses within his 
territory. 


New One in Wash.? 
Washington, April] 24. 
Speculation is growing here as to 
just what the visit of Adolph Zukor, 
Jesse Lasky, A. J. Balaban, of Bala- 
ban & Katz, and others of Para- 
mount and Publix, plus architects, 
etc., but 10 days ago actually meant. 


report that Publix, Loew and U. A. 
the other with 1,232. In the latter 
are to jointly sponsor a 5,000-seater 
here in the Capital. These three 
are tied-in together in the present 


operation here of the two Loew 
| houses, one with 2,300 seats and 
i but 900 are actually utilized. This 
house, the Columbia, shows all of 


the big ones from Paramount, M-G 
and U. A. Hence a joint venture 
is not a remote proposition as it 
takes from two to three weeks at 
the Columbia to get what one week 
would do in the size of a house 
now reported as under way. 
Location of the new theatre is 
the one question not definitely set. 
The picture officials when here last 
week, it now develops, spent much 
| time on Connecticut avenue, the 
newly developing exclusive business 
street, looking over properties. The 


longest stay was at Connecticut 
avenue and “L” streets where for 
some time real estate operators 
have been plugging for a large eca- 
pacity picture house. 

Rauscher’s, formerly o: the site, 
sold out and moved up the street. 
The former building is now being 


demolished. No one 
|who knows what is 
'Plot and 
buildings 


be found 
rong up there. 
adjoining old one-story 
now wsed as automobile 


could 


i;salesrooms are al! on short lease 
i arrangements. 
With this new house now looked 


upon as almost a certainty the pic- 


ture situation as to overscating, 
long conceeded, is practically the 


entire topic of Giscussion here. 
Closing of Keith's has further 

complicated the situation as did the 

recent purchase of 51 per cent. of 


the legit. National by A. FE. Er- 
langer. Erlanger is said to be 


angling to beat the Shuberts to the 
K-A house as the latter is soon to 
lose Poli’s, rented from the govern- 
ment at but $5,000 net annually. 
Another rumor, the town is full 
of them, has K-A anxious to dispose 
of the two-balconied former vaude 
houses with plans set to build a 
3,500-seater on their own. This re- 


Wallace contemplates becoming a 
free lance director, 


port, however, is given little cre- 
dence here. 


With this speculation comes the. 
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EXTENDED RUNS 


phone was first introduced at the first attraction to be projected the Charles Klein play this Costello; “The Singing Fool,” a 
Warner theatre, Warner Bros. on the screen of the new 3,000- : picture is sure to mop up. starring Al Jolson; big produc- ‘ 
have succeeded in making it the] |seat Warner Bros.’ Theatre in los Angeles, April 24, Its Vitaphone sequences] |tion starring Fannie _ Brice, i 
outstanding innovation in the Hollywood. The picture will Ai Jolson and Fannie Brice are give it added appeal. |“(Glorious Betsy,” and “Tender- g 
motion picture world in the last play extended engagements at two of the big stur names that Hard-boiled Holivwooders loin,” starring Dolores Costello : 
thirty years. It has proved the both houses. have signed to appear in Warner who have previewed it say it's} }and featuring Conrad Nagel; f 
j practicability of the sound film ros. roadshows for next year there. “The Lion and the Mouse,” with ; 
: and has made it a factor to be Jolson arrived in California last Lioyd Bacon gets direction] | May McAvoy; Lionel Barrymore 4 
: reckoned with in the future. 6 3 3 week to prepare for his next film credit. land William Collier, Jr., and : 
With far-seeing exhibitors 0 S to follow “The Jazz Singer,” severi al more still to be an- ' 
everywhere arranging for instal- which has registered as a record- ed. 
lations, Vitaphone is piling up breaking record-wrecker. ie The list of Warner Winners is 
receipts at all the houses in ihe second Jolson story is an- complete, comprising dramas, 
which it is now part of the equip- other that will give the mammy | Sgtiner sta amas, adventure and 
ment. Several hundred theatres Made to To An singer a chance to put over his outdoor stories base d on the work 
are already in a position to con- unique personality through songs ioe well- couse n authors as well as 
struct their entire program with ind dialogue. It will be called | writers who specialize in mate- 
Vitaphone features—from_ the e “The Singing Fool,” based on the | rial prepared directly for the 
stage and opera numbers used as play by Leslie S. Barrows, War- ; screen 
the surrounding presentation, to i ver a e ner Gros. have picked this vehicle A good portion of next ason’s 
the feature picture itself. for its combination of drama and program is already in production 
During 1928-29 Warner Bros comedy that will give Jolson the at the Warner Studio, several of 
will be the source of a steady Gree same big opportunities that he 7 Bi Winners ''''° Winners being now completed. 
output of Vitaphone pictures. “Noah’ had in “The Jazz Singer.” 4 
I oah’s Ark,” starring Dolores 
Orchestra accompaniments will Vitaphone will, of course, play | for Ne t S 
be made for the eighteen regular Costello, is in front of the cam- re important part in the making x eason Warner Bros. Theatre ; 
releases on the company’s newjeras at the studio of Warner|of this second Jolson feature. 
program. Songs, dialogue ane Bros. after more than a year has The eee poe staff at the War- = In Hollywood Ovens | 
re ri § - ner Studio i us li ine for 
in the group of roadshow {Deen consumed for the prepara-|the picture's starting date, which | Stars whose names magnetize | Tomorrow with “Betsy 
productions. tion of the story and the working j has been set for June first. the box office are on Warner One of the big events of the = 
Follow-Up Hit out of technical effects. The Warners have scored anther | Gros.’ list for their next year’s nicture venr on the Coast will _ 
To follow up the success of Al feature will represent the biggest coup in arranging the screen product. Dolores Costello. All| take place tomorrow night when " 
Jolson in “The Jazz Singer,” sev- debut of Fannie Brice, who , lthe doore of the new Warner 
eral more Vitaphone features arc | Single investment the company} «jcned with them for a picture |Jo!sen and Fannie Brice are l'Theatre will be opened for the 
already available. Warner ex- | has ever put into one picture. that will be started soon. Herjready announced to have road- frat tally The occasion will be 
The slogan adopted for this comedi¢ |}shows built around them. personal triumph for Jack T 
ne first picture: icorporate icture | io 41egfeld and as dr: ts Varner, wt has super- 
spoken line s. Three of inane are | Story is “made to top any picture jmatic actress with Belasco, | Players to be starred in the) Warner, a cl eae - : . 
ready— nderloin” and “Glor- ever made.” well as her big-time vaudeville |company’s 18 Warner Winne 
ious Betsy,” both starring Dolores Michael Curtiz is megaphoning | appearances, give her name a/|are also in b draw clu which f mong the 
Costello, ane “The Lion and the|“Noah’s Ark” from a script writ- |“rawing power that puts it in a | Monte : will oe us re] 
Mouse” with May  McAvoy./ten by Anthony Coldeway fror with Jolson’s | productior it ip re-| Man tures ned 
Lionel Barrymore and William ] an original by Darryl Francis! Again in the Brice pictur eg \ ind , f one ) 
Collier, Jr. Zanuck. Fifty technical experts }Warner Bros. plan to. bring | rad Na presented vi ‘ Al ns 
The biggest production under-|jncluding cameramen, engineers | Vitaphone into the action, Both |‘ tar team. Ire Rich) 
taking in the history of theirjand construction heads, have|this feature and the Jolson pic-} will ha starring roles, and} #ppearances vy —_ 
business is the Warner special} worked out production details for | ‘Ure Will be roadshowed early in Rin-Tin-Tin, who has been one} and mer rss t 
“Noah's Ark,” starring Dolores] the great flood scene. the season, fof Warner’s sure-fire bets for porting 
Costello, which is now under way | George O'Brien is appearing as = jseveral seasons, will also have; Which is the openin tf / ‘ 
after fourteen months of prepar-| first support to Dolores Costello quota of stories. theatre ituated 
atory work. Many Vitaphone |in this feature, which has a long Warners Convention in| Warner Gros. stock company of | Hells 1 oul rd and Wil 
surprises are promised in this] list of Hollywood celebrities in ‘ }supporting players is of the cal- | cox Avenus a. four-story oflice 
story. its cast. Noah Beery is playing New York April 27-29 ibre that surgests potential star- | b ne in which W er Bros 
In six weeks another feature/the heavy, with other names in ring material. Among the most ve placed a t qd ' 
with sound will be in work on|/the array being Louise Fazenda, | The annual convention of War- |} promising are Helene Costello,| invest: Its a i i j 
the Warner lot. It will be the! Helene Costello, Leila Hyams, Pros.’ sales force opens this | Myrna Loy, Leila Hyams tiie G hey 
second starring film for Al Jol-| Myrna Loy, Audrey Ferris, An-/| week at the Hotel Pennsylvania {A idrey Ferris, n decorations have 
son and will be called “The Sing-|ders Randolf, Nigel de Brulier,/in New York, with Sam E. Mor- Several more names are on the | have been ed by Al- ' 
ing Fool.” Dave Mir and Paul McAllister. ris, General Manager of Distrib- |roster for a number of Warner) bert Jierter, internationally 
Still another story with dia- The Vitaphone sequences in| ution, presiding. The first meet-|productions, including William | known raural wrtist.  Presenta- 
logue and songs will be the one|“Noah’s Ark” will carry the use |ing will take place Apri! 27 and/Coliier, Jr., Betty Bronson, Wil-/| tions at the new house will be 
to mark the first screen appear-|of the invention much further|the closing session is scheduled liam Russell and Harry Warde?! lexecuted by Larry Cebailos, 
ance of Fannie Brice, whose sig-|than any previous attempts tojfor April 29. The company claims a real bet | i \ 1tit- 
nature is now on a Warner con-|]supplement a picture’s action H. M. Warner will deliver the jin Agnes l’raney, Ziegfeld beauty, |} phone, of course, will be a lead- 
tract. with sound, opening address the first day. just signed. ling feature of all programs. 


NEW YORK, 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 1928 


6 PAGES 


JOLSON, 


Vitaphone Proven Clean-Up; 
Bigger and Better Next Season 


Sound Effects _—_ Road Shows—Many 


Screen Stars 


The development of Vitaphone 
is suing torward al a rapid piace. 
Warner Bros. are backing up 
their faith in the device by giving 
it an important function in their 
plans for 1928-29. The policy 
adopted for it during the new 
season provides for its use with 
every picture made at. thei! 
studio. 

In the 20 months since Vita- 


“Betsy” Is Here 


The world premiere of Do- 
lores Costello in “Glorious 
Betsy” will take place simul- 
taneously in New York and 
Los Angeles tomorrow night. 
On Broadway this Vitaphoned 
roadshow will be on view at 
the Warner Theatre, while on 
the west coast it will be the 


Al Jolson Following His | 


Sensational Vitaphoned 
“Jazz Singer” with 
“The Singing Fool’”’— 
Fannie Brice, Peerless 
Comedienne, Latest 
Warner Star Capture 


ROAD SHOW VITAS 


RICE 


SIGNED 


Road Shows and 18 Other Specials 


In Line-Up by Warners for 28-29 


‘Warner Pictures Built for Exhibitors’ Needs— 


Titles and Stars—Several Now in Work 


Hard-Boiled Experts 

Warner Bros. have put over 
another big one in their Vita- 
phoned version of “The T.ion 
and the Mouse,” in which May 
McAvoy, Lionel Barrymore 
and William Collier, Jr., ap- 
peare both in acting and 
speaking roles. 

3acked by the popularity of 


+> 


ldent, H. M. 


Kighteen Warner Winners and 
a group of roadshow attractions 
will comprise the program of 
Warner Bros. Pictures for 1928- 
29, according toe an announce- 
ment from the company’s presi- 
Warner. 

The roadshows will include 
“Noah's Ark,” starring Dolores 
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HE most accomplished comedi- 

enne of the legitimate and musical 
comedy stages. 

Warner Bros., through the me- 
dium of the screen, now make it pos- 
sible for added millions to enjoy her. 

No longer do Belasco, Ziegfeld 
and Albee hold a monopoly on her. 
services, 

Showmen everywhere can now 
share in the golden harvest that 
Fannie Brice attracts to every theatre 
in which she appears. 

The title of her first Warner Bros. 
picture will shortly be announced. 
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| Audrey Ferris Louise Fazenda a 
| John Miljan Leila Hyams 
| and a Supporting Company of Hundreds 
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Dolores Costello 


*“TENDERLOIN’ 
with Conrad Nagel 


Extended Engagements Everywhere! The first 
six towns that played this attraction were all forced 
to hold it over. Every engagement since then has 
been a record breaker. And every play date has call- 
ed for a return date! Ask the man who has run it! 


Dolores Costello in 


‘GLORIOUS 


BETSY’ 
with Conrad Nagel 


Extended Engagements Everywhere! If ever a 
picture was made for the greater glory of the box- 
office, here it is. High intrigue in the gay Versailles 
court checkered with the democratic ways of Balti- 
more a century back, 

“Glorious Betsy” glorifies the box-office. 


‘THE LION AND 
THE 


with May McAvoy, 
Lionel Barrymore 


and William Collier, Jr. 


Extended Engagements Everywhere! This drama 
of political intrigue and crossed love by Charles 
Klein has enthralled hundreds of thousands of play- 
goers. Great as a play. Greater as a picture! And 


| timely as the last edition of tonight’s paper! 


Jolson 


‘THE JAZZ 


SINGER’ 
with May McAvoy 


Extended Engagements Everywhere! Eighteen 
weeks in Chicago, six weeks in one week towns, re- 
turn dates everywhere. Records wrecked everywhere. 

Holds the record for more broken records than 
any other production ever made. Warner Bros. Su- 
preme Triumph. How many times have you eget it? 


Available Now 


What WarnerBros.Promise Bros. Deliver 


Extended Runs 

in | 


VARIETY 
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Made box office 


Warner 


Warner Bros. offer 18 Warner Winners for 


- 1928-1929. Eighteen money-making opportunities for 
showmen. 


Eighteen instead of 26 as in previous years, but 
no reduction in the production budget. On the 
contrary, more money will be spent for the 18 


' Warner Winners this year than previously spent 


for the 26. 


Fewer pictures, but better productions; better 


stories, more time and thought on continuities, 
better players, more lavish sets, greater variety of 
locations, unlimited wardrobes, novel effects--in short, 


you use red ink 


more money to make fewer pictures bigger and 
better box-office attractions, 


Each of the eighteen pictures will be based on 
a specially selected story. Each cast will contain 
the finest stars and players available. Each director 


will be assigned only because of his ideal fitness 


for that particular type of picture. Each picture 
will have unlimited funds assigned to it so that 
each will be able to stand on its own merits as 
an individual box office attraction. 


Every entry in your date book will be an 
entry in your bank book. : 


thrilling 


Specially synchronized prints on all Warner Bros. 
productions for 1928-29 will be available to Vita- 
phone exhibitors, 


It means that every Warner Winner—each of 
the entire 18—will have specially synchronized Vita- 
phone scores, and that every Warner Bros. Road 
Show Production and Extended Run Production for 
1928-29 will have sequences in dialogue, songs, effects, 
and in addition a specially synchronized musical score. 


Vitaphone is 
Thrilling the World ¢ 
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EXHIB 
SUES BANKER 
AND DAILY 


Alleges Conspiracy to 
Damage Mayflower’s 
Standing 


Seattle, April 24. 

A suit has been filed against W. 
@. Comer and Co., a local “bond” 
house, and also the Seattle Times, 
evening sheet, by Casper Fischer, 
president of the Washington Thea- 
tre Enterprises. Fischer is promot- 
ing the erection of the new May- 
flower Theatre (independent), to 
open in June. It will seat around 
2,600 and represent a cost of over 
$1,500,000. 

The suit is based on misrepre- 
sentation. Fischer alleges the de- 
fendants acted in a conspiracy to 
create bad feeling against his com- 
pany. 

W. C. Comer and Company float- 
ed, it is understood, about $300,000 
wort of bonds for the new thea- 
tre, giving the Fischer interests a 
26-year lease. The theatre operators 
were to equip and furnish the house, 
around $200,000 additional. 

According to reports, Comer and 
Company after giving Fischer the 
lease negotiated with other interests 
to take over the theatre or acquire 
it. Comer issued a statement to the 
“Times” that he was negotiating 
with a national theatre operating 
concern, and that the theatre was 
already sold for a $1,000,000. Co- 
mer's statement gave the impression 
that Fischer interests were out, 

Fischer retaliated by filing a suit 


—— 


“That 
f Certain 


Party” 
FRED 


STRITT 


Said the Detroit ‘News’: ‘Fred 
Stritt returned to the State. and with 
him returned the crowds. They came 
early and applauded wildly.” 


Still a Certain Box Office Bet 
at the 
STATE 


DETROIT 
Thanks to Ke Keogh 


In Preparation 


A 
George Ade Story 
to be an 


ALFRED 
GREEN 


Production for 


FOX 


Distribution 


Talkers Abroad 


Film fortunes being invested 
in talkie devices will meet with 
what return in countries where 
the English language is prac- 
tically unknown? 

While conceding that the 
English language par- 
amount so far in use on the 
Movietone, yet Fox maintains 
that it will lose no money in 
the execution of its endeavor. 
This company calculates that 
the addtional prices it will de- 
rive in English speaking coun- 
tries for its talkie will more 
than compensate it for the 
losses which the same might 
cause its film in non-English 
countries. 

That the fourth negative, 
which will be shot on all fea- 
ture talkies, will be a silent 
negative, is the reason present- 
ed by the Fox company that it 
will be able to carry on its 
talkies here and yet conduct all 
product internationally on the 
same basis as heretofore. 

Should fore'gn tongue coun- 
tries manifest a particular de- 
sire for talkies in their own 
language, then the Fox organ- 
ization will meet the demand 
by having feature talkies which 
have been recorded in English 
also recorded in the language 
which ga large number of for- 
eigners have requested. 


to comyel the bond house to dis- 
close the name of the concern that 
they wer> reported to have sold the 
theatre to, contending that that 
company did not have any legal 
right te carry on negotiation; inas- 
much as Fischer's concern held the 
operating lease on the theatre, and 
that it was recorded in the County 
Clerk's office. 

The Seattle “Times” is made a 
party, inasmuch as it published the 
statement, which Fischer contends 
is “untrue and unjust.” 

The Washington Theatre Enter- 
prises was formed here about two 
years ago, with .ocal capital. Fisch- 
er, former dance-hal] operator, is 
president, and general manager, 
while Ivyan Hyland, attorney, is 
secretary. Cregh Nelson, son of a 
department store magnate, is back- 
ing the outfit. 

George Lipschultz has been en- 
gaged by Fischer to direct a 30- 
piece concert orchestra at the new 
Mayflower, while large prologues 
are to be an added feature. 


Unauthorized Use of 
Music Is Alleged 


Paul I. Ougietsky has gone to Fed- 
eral court against the Fox Theatres 
Corp. over the alleged unauthorized 
public performance for profit of his 
copyrighted (in 1924) musical com- 
position, “Bright Moon Is Shining.” 
It is alleged that at the Roxy thea- 
tre, New York, his number was per- 
formed Aug. 6-13 last without per- 
mission, and he wants the court to 
determine his damages. 

A minimum award of $250 can be 
made in a case of this sort, in addi- 
tion to counsel fees and court costs. 


~ 


Foreign Films in Summer 


For Hammerstein House 

Arthur Hammerstein while abroad 
purchased two European-made pic- 
and “The End of 
St. Petersburg.” Both of these pic- 
tures will be shown, it is said, at 
Hammerstein’s theatre on Broad- 


tures—“October” 


way during the summer. His musi- 
ical, “Golden Dawn,” is current there 
| “October” was made by the pro- 
|ducer of “Potemkin,” and has been 
| well reported from the other side. 
| “St. Petersburg” is a Russian Soviet 
| government-made picture. A review 
of it appears in this issue of Variety. 


RAYMOND EISMAN 


“THE EASTERN PHENOMENON” 
NOW PLAYING 
LOEW’S STATE, 


Next Week (April 28)—PALACE, INDIANAPOLIS 
Week May 5—WISCONSIN, MILWAUKEE 


DIRECTION 


IRVING SHERMAN—EDW. DAVIDOW, INC. 


1560 BROADWAY, 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 


NEW YORK CITY 


‘KINGS’ FOR FALL RELEASE 


Pathe Lining Up '28-'29 Program of 
26 


Los Angeles, April 24. 

A tentative program of 26 fea- 
tures has been outlined by John C. 
Flinn and William Sistrom at the 
Pathe-DeMille studios. They have 
been submitted te the saies office 
in New York for approval 

This includes “The King of 
Kings,” now road showed but going 
to general release in the fall, also 
“Man Made Woman,” “The Cop" 
and “Tenth Avenue,” recently com- 
pleted. 

“Love Over Night” and “Power,” 
now in production, are included in 
the 27-28 program. 


FBO’s Talker for Shorts 


FBO's new production schedule 
calls for about 20 pictures more 
than it has ever released, as well as 
its first road show. The program 
includes four specials and 26 Gold 
Bonds, as the company’s exceptional 
features are called. 

Of the attractions four will be 
made by Tom Mix. A similar num- 
ber is on Ralph Ince’s list. The 
number of westerns will be in- 
treased; series for Tom Tyler and 
Buzz Barton being raised from six 
to eight each. 

Little is said about the company’s 
(RCA) talkie device. One executive 
expressed the belief that next sea- 
son will witness it being applied 
chiefly to short subjects. Unlike 
Fox and Warners, FBO as yet, it 
is gathered here, has not its equip- 
ment or facilities to handle the 
talkie subject for next season on 
a big scale. 


$1,500 Arbitration Award 
Against Stanley House 


T. O. C. C. was sustained by the 
arbitration hoard in a suit filed on 
behal; of the Fulton theatre, Jersey 
City, against the National, also of 
Jersey City, the latter operated by 
the Stanley Co. 

The case involved the exhibition 
of “We Americans” (Universal) at 
the National, when the Fulton held 
a contract for the first run. The 
National set up a claim it was road 
showing the picture, but T. O. C. C. 
claimed, and were sustained, that 
the National was not acting in good 
faith on the road show clause, as 
only 102 loges out of a total capacity 
of 1,300 seats were priced at $1 50. 
the rest of the house being scaled 
from two-bits to $1. 

Damages of $1,500 were awarded 
the Fulton. Universa! will pay this. 
but at the same time Universal was 
awarded a verdict for the same 
amount against the National, so the 
Stanley house will stand the tap. 


School Movie Trial 


Salt Lake City, April 24.' 

The school movie suit is near an 
end in the district court here with 
both sides resting. Argument will 
be heard by Judge M. L Ritchie 
in the near future. 

It is contended that movies are 
modern mediums of education and 
are permitted by statute which pro- 
vides for them. It is also contended 
that the schools are entitled to 
make a reasonable charge to defray 
expenses, rather than give them 
free. 

Indications are that the suit will 
go to the supreme court, regardless 
of which side wins in the district 
court. 


Strike Over on Fox’s 


St. Louis, April 24. 

Camera! 

Steel workers on the new Fox 
theatre at Grand boulevard and 
Washington avenue, in the heart of 
the uptown St. Louis theatrical dis- 
trict, are no longer “at liberty,” as 
they say it on the movie lots. 
Workmen, idle and on strike since 
Dec. 29, 1927, have gone back to 
work. The stage is all set for action 
and it is promised that from now 
on construction of the largest the- 
atre in St. Louis will not be a slow 
motion affair. 

The strike was called last De- 
cember, it is said by those supposed 
to know, because it was alleged 
non-union men were being employed 
in building a Fox theatre in San 
Francisco. 


Shimmy Shimer in Sales 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
Vv. K. “Shimmy” Shimer, formerly 
with Jacobmyer Title Co., joined 


Pacific Title Studio as sales rep- 
resentative, 


— — 


How M-G-M Lost Out 


Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer's 
news reel lost the chance that 
Paramount news gained, when 
the latter’s plane was the first 
to reach the German-Irish 
group of fliers at Greenly Is- 
land. M-G-M lost it through 
the economical policy of the 
Hearst organization, which de- 
clined to contribute $3.000 to- 
ward the $6,000 rental demands 
for the only available plane 
that couid be located tc make 
the assistance flight. 

Paramount paid $10,000 for 
the same plane, it is under- 
stood. Later W. R. Hearst is 
said to have been furious upon 
hearing of the declination and 
the Hearst peop!e made a sec- 
ond try to secure the plane at 
any «rice, but Paramount then 
had it. 

Hearst’s New York “Ameri- 
can" is reported having paid 
the German Baron of the flyers 
and their financial backer, $26,- 
000 for his exclusive flight 
story. 

“Hearst's International” 
serves both the M-G-M and 
Universal news reels. 

M-G-M got their beat after 
all wnen receiving film by air 
mail from Alaska of Capt. Wil- 
kens and his companion, who 
made the North Pole flight. 
The record remained un- 
known untii Sunday, the day 
after the M-G-M film reached 
New York. It had taken six 
days for the film to come by 


ir mail. 


St. Louis Tornado Forces 


Co. to Pass Dividend 


St. Louis, April 24. 

That many St. Louis neighbor- 
hood theatres were heavy sufferers 
in the tornado which swept over 
St. Louis September 29, last, be- 
came known with the announce- 
ment just made here by the St. 
Louis Amusement Company that a 
dividend on Class A stock in the 
company was being passed. 

The St. Louis Amusement Com- 
pany is a Skouras Brothers’ enter- 
prise. It controls neighborhood pic- 
ture theatres in virtually every resi- 
dence district of St. Louis. Some 
of these theatres were severely 
damaged by the tornsdo and suf- 
fered a considerable loss of patron- 
age during the reconstruction pe- 
riod. One of the theatres, in a 
thickly populated section of Olive 
street, is still dark, with the repairs 
nearly completed and prospects for 
an early opening about due now. 

The announcement made by the 
company states that normal busi- 
ness has been resumed at the firms’ 
theatres and that within a reason- 
able length of time the company ex- 
pects to restore dividends. 

The company is not identified 
with the operation of the big down- 
town Skouras theatres, 


Bray’s Shorts, as Usual 


J. R. Bray says his organization is 
not abandoning short subjects, as 
reported. Plans are being made for 
the '28-'29 season. They include 
shorts, although the number to be 
made has not been determined. 

Bray recently made his first feat- 
ure, “Bride of the Colorado,” sched- 
uled for release originally in March 
through Pathe, but now postponed 
until fall. 

The Bray organization does con- 
siderable industrial film work. 


Varney’s State Righters 
Los Angeles, April 24. 

Arthur Varney, Italian director 
whose first American picture was 
“Winds of the Pampas” for State 
right release, is now preparing to 
make a series of feature subjects for 
the same release. Headquarters are 
at the Metropolitan studios. 


5. C. Mers. Organize 
To Fight New Tax Law 


Columbia, S. C., April 24, 

Decision to contest in the courts 
the constitutionality of South Caro- 
lina's theatre admissions tax statute 
passed at the 1928 session of the 
legislature was reached here at a 
meeting of theatre owners of the 
state. Provision was made for re- 
taining an attorney to look into the 
matter and contest the measure. 
About 50 or 60 attended the meet- 
ing. The South Carolina Theater 
Owners’ Association was organized, 
officers elected being J. M. O'Dowd 
of Florence, president; Edward 
Curdts of Greenville, vice-presi- 
dent; and A. H. Youmans of Sum- 
ter, secretary. 
The new revenue act of South 
Carolina vrovides for the furnish- 
ing of tickets by the tax commis- 
sion bearing a stamp {imprinted on 
them showing that the tax is paid. 
The object of the new method of 
collecting the tax is to try to check 
up on alleged practicer of theatre 
owners in withholding tax money. 


“Carnival of Life,” Title 
Los Angeles, April 24. 

“The Son of St. Moritz,” which 
Clarence Brown will direct for M- 
G-M with Greta Garbo and John 
Gilbert co-featured, will reach the 
screen under the title of “Carnival 
of Life.” 

Willis Goldbeck ts writing the 
adaptation, 


RAS BROTHERS. 


AMBASSADOR 


LOUIS. MO. 


West Coast Motion Picture 
Directory of Players, Direc- 
tors and Writers 


Titles by 


MALCOLM 
STUART 
BOYLAN 


FOX 


JOHN F. 
GOODRICH 


FREE 
LANCING 


SAUL 


PIANOLOGUE 


Featured in 


FRANK CAMBRIA’S “SWANEE MOON” UNIT 
At the PARAMOUNT, New York, THIS WEEK (April 21) 
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Untermyer Warners’ Atty. 
In W. E. Arbitration 


Samuel Untermyer has been re- 
tained as counsel by Warner Bros. 


in their arbitration case against 
Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
eubsidiary of Western Electric, 
eharging that manufacture of 
equipment has been unnecessarily 
delayed. Warner Bros. are reported 
to have contracts for over 100 
houses for Vitaphone equipment 
with the Electrical Research unable 
to fill. 

This matter has been submitted 
to arbitration instead of the courts 
on account of a clause in the con- 
tract between Western Electric and 
Warner Bros. whereby, it is re- 


JOHN 


Tenor 


WITH 


“SWANEE MOON” Unit 


Now at the Paramount, 
New York 


Publix Tour to Follow 
Direction MRS. A. K. BENDIX 


Theatre 
Management 


at School 
er at Home 


Send for Catalogue “J” 
Moving Picture Theatre Managers 
Institute, Inc. 
7 135 W. 44th St., New York City 


The Talk of Chicago 


ORGAN CLUB 


HARDING THEATRE 
102nd Week and Still Growing 


Bronx Business 


Bronx exhibitors, fighting 
each other for business, will 
not let one get the edge in at- 
tractions over the other, Metro 
theatre brought forth Chief 
Tuscarora, American Indian 
singer, and Tremont imme- 
diately countered with Chief 
Tail Feathers. 


ported, disputes must first be sub- 
mitted to arbitrators. 

Delivery problems are the more 
pressing now because of the West- 
ern Electric tie-up with First Na- 
tional, and the necessity of supply- 
ing the latter with equipment, 

As far as can be ascertained 
Warner Bros. do not feel the grant- 
ing of sound recording privileges to 
other producers as_ opposition, 
figuring on the additional territory 
opening for Vitaphone subjects with 
the distribution of more talkers by 
other producers. 


U’s Five Specials 


Universal has five specials lined 
up with one having shown for $2 
on Broadway. The other, “Man 
Who Laughed,” is about to appear 
at the same scale, 

Others due for next season are 
“The Show Boat,” “Broadway” and 
Rex Beach’s “Mating Call.” 

U’s sales conventions will be held 
in three cities; at Ritz hotel, At- 
lantie City, April 27; Planters hotel, 
St. Louis, May 1, and St. Francis 
hotel, San Francisco, May 1. 


Publix Trailer for Ash 


Besides the extensive billing cam- 
paign through New York being done 
for Paul Ash's debut as M. C, at 
the Paramount, New York, May 12, 
Paramount is placing a trailer in 
all of its New York houses an- 
nouncing Ash’s entry. 

The trailer will carry greetings 
of noted celebs, like Al Jolson, Ed- 
die Cantor and Tex Guinan, wel- 
coming Ash to Broadway. 


JOE LEE HOLDS OVER 
Detroit, April 24. 

Joe Lee, p.a., is remaining at 
Miles’ Oriental for two more weeks 
before returning east. 

The local yellow peril will have 
been here 16 weeks, having in- 
creased the Oriental’s biz from 
nothing to something. He knows 
how long he’s been here by filing 
his hotel bills, some of which have 
been paid. 


WEISS’ 10-EP. SERIAL 
Los Angeles, April 24. 

Weiss Brothers started produc- 
tion on a new 10-episode serial, 
titled “The Mysterious Air Man,” 
featuring Eugenia Gilbert and Wal- 
ter Miller. 

Harry Revier is directing at Tec- 
Art studios, 


WALDRON 


An Abe Lyman Idea 


JACK 


Working for 
FANCHON and MARCO 


Col. Cooper Re-elected 


Toronto, April 24. 

Colonel John A. Cooper, Canadian 
representative of the Hays organi- 
gation, has been re-elected presi- 
dent, secretary and treasurer of the 
Motion Picture Distributors and 
Exhibitors of Canada. 

Col. Cooper was unable to attend 
the meeting. Four weeks ago while 
running for a train in Regina he 
slipped beneath the wheel and has 
one foot partly amputated. He is 
now in Wellesley Hospital here. 
Directors elected: Representing 
film distributors: Arthur Cohen, 
vice-president and general mana- 
ger, Regal Films, Limited; Claire 
Hague, general manager, Canadian 


Universal Film Co., Ltd.; O. R. 
Hanson, general manager, Cana- 
dian Educational Films, Limited; 


R. S. Bell, general manager, First 
National Pictures, Inc., of Canada; 
B. F. Lyon, Canadian district man- 
ager, Warner Bros., Inc.; M. A. Mil- 
ligan, general manager, Famous- 
Laskey Film Service, Limited. All of 
these officers are of Toronto. ; 
Representing exhibitors: Clarence 
Robson, Eastern Division manager, 
Famous Players Canadian Corp., 
Toronto, and John Arthur, Uptown 
Theatre, Toronto. 

Representing all members: J. P. 
O’Loghlin, Canadian district man- 
ager, Fox Film Corporation, and 
P. C. Taylor, general manager, 
FBO of Canada, Toronto, as well 
as Col. John A. Cooper, who was 
elected by the other directors. 


1st Division—Own Prod.; 
18 Features for 1928-29 


The following announcement sent 
out by Will C. Murphy, publicity 
director for First Division Pictures, 
is exactly as Murphy wrote it, 
without the change or elimination 
of a word, other than the titles of 
the pictures: 

In announcing 18 stories for 
next season’s product, Jesse J. 
Goldburg, president, made known 
that First Division Distributors 
would produce al] its own pictures 
and not rely on outside units. 

A new studio site has been pur- 
chased in the San Fernando Val- 
ley several miles beyond Univer- 
sal City, California, and the com- 
pany will start production there 
by next May. 

First Division will have its own 
stars, directors and writers, ac- 
cording to Goldburg, and two of 
the productions will be made in 
Europe with Goldburg supervis- 
ing. The rest of the program will 
be made in the Metropolitan stu- 
dio, Hollywood, until the com- 
pany’s own plant is completed. 
Robert S. Furst and Raymond 
Wells will be in charge of produc- 
tion, 

As a slogan for its program of 
18, the company has aelected 
“Pick of the Pictures.” 


“We Americans” Is 


Toronto, April 24. 

Universal is releasing “We Ameri- 
cans” in Canada as “The Heart of 
a Nation.” 
Sub-titles have been changed to 
send the idea of the story over on a 
wider appeal. The picture remains 
the same, it is understood. 


U. A. in Chi Help Up 


Chicago, April 24. 
Bandits removed all the money 


CONTRACT ARBITRATION 


FBO Makes Claim for Rental of 
Unplayed Films 


Abraham J. Corn, Bayside (L. 1.) 
exhibitor, controlling the Bayside 
theatre, must go to arbitration be- 
fore the Arbitration Association of 
America in a $2,462 film contract 
claim by FBO Pictures Corp. Corn 
had the first run rights to a string 
of FBO subjects but after playing 
several refused to accept the others. 

The standard MPDPA (Hays or- 
ganization) contract calls for ad- 
judication of any disputes before 
the Arbitration Society as a means 
tu avoid delay through regular 
court channels, 

With Corn’s refusal to abide by 
the provision, FBO went to court 
for an order to compel him to do so. 


Dent Closes 10 Houses 


San Antonio, April 24. 

Around 10 houses in the Dent 
circuit in the Southwest are re- 
ported closed in the past few weeks. 
Theatres were closed in towns with 
from two to five houses. Dent’s is 
now a Saenger subsidiary. 
Mac-Day, vaude circuit, has also 
cancelled several weeks of time, 
though expecting to resume at full 
speed in the fall. 


Crime and Mystery in 
Seven M-G-M Films 


Los Angeles, April 24. 
Crime and mystery pictures seem 
to agree with production executives 
at M-G-M. It now has seven pic- 
tures of this type in preparation or 
production, “The Bellamy Trial” 
under direction of Monta Bell; Lon 
Chaney in “Easy Money,” New York 
detective drama; “Diamond Hand- 
cuffs,” murder mystery with John 
McCarthy directing; John Gilbert 
in “Four Walls;” Greta Garbo in 
“War in the Dark,” Russian mys- 
tery yarn under direction of Fred 
Niblo; Karl Dane and George K. 
Arthur in a crime comedy ‘“Detec- 
tives;” and Flash the dog, in ‘The 

Deadline,” crook mystery story. 


Woody, Grainger’s Ass’t 


James Grainger, general sales 
manager of Fox, has taken unto 
himself an assistant, J. S. Woody, 
former sales chief of-the defunct 
Associated Exhibitors. 

Woody’s job will essentially be 
one of travel. He will be the direct 
contact for all of the exhibitors that 
Grainger personally fails to meet in 
his many trips back and forth across 
the continent, 


Fantom Screen on Coast 


Lester Isaacs, Frank Norton and 
Fred Stalberg leave New York to- 
day (Wednesday) to set up M-G-M’s 
Fantom Screen at the Chinese thea- 


Renamed for Canada | 


A. 


tre, Los Angeles, for the opening 
{there of “Trail of ’98’” May 7. 

The screen was first assembled 
}on the stage of Loew’s Lexington. 
Stalberg will set the score for the 
showing. 


Chaplin Starting Next 

Next week Chaplin starts work on 
the release which will follow “The 
Circus.” 


i from the safe at the United Artists | 


Myrna Kennedy will play the fem- 
inine lead, since Chaplin has re- 
newed the option for her services. 


“Young Gerson’s Sentence 


Arthur A. Gerson, 30, of 559 West 
156th street, son of a prominent 
official of a large music publishing 
firm in downtown New York, was 
sentenced to not less than two ana 
one half to 10 years by Judge Otto 
A. Rosalsky in General Sessions on 
his plea of guilty to forgery in the 
second degree, 

Gerson was~ arrested several 
months ago on the complaint of 
L. W. Dockstader, insurance broker, 
of 75 Maiden lane, who charged Gere 
son had given him a forged check 
for $8,250 in payment for a loan, 
Dockstader told Judge Rosalsky that 
he loaned the money to Gerson after 
they had agreed to go into partnere- 
ship in the insurance business. 

According to probation officers 
Gerson has been often in trouble 
and that it had cost his father more 
than $50,000 to settle Gerson’s debts 
and larcenies. ; 

Although Gerson’s relatives be- 
lieve him to be insane because of hig 
criminal tendencies, Dr. Menas 
Gregory, of Bellevue, reported te 
Judge Rosalsky that Gerson, ale 
though legally sane, was a case for 
special treatment. 


g NOW It’s 
LYONS 


With 
MUSICAL BUNCH 
At the West Coast 


CALIFORNIA 
SAN DIEGO 


HALLELUJAH 


TED MARKS 


(Formerly TIM MARKS) 


What the Critic said: “Ted Marks, 
comedian, puts a good deal of va- 
riety into his work and wins legiti- 
mate encores,” 


—Los Angeles, Cal., J. R., Jr. 


Featured in a 
FANCHON AND MARCO IDEA 


Direction 


WM. MORRIS, HARRY LENETSKA 


SOMETHING NEW! 


We will purchase for you the 
same kind of Costumes, Furni- 
ture or any article used by the 
stars on or of the screen. 


Write for Lists 


CINEMA SERVICE CO. 


P. O. Box 687 
HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 


|theatre Sunday morning, after bind- | § 
ing and gagging Frank Sentman, the | 
treasurer. 
They forced him to reveal the ‘ 
combination of the safe, threaten- | 
ing him with torture. 


Bessie Love With Unit 


Los Angeles, April 24. 
Fanchon and Marco have en- 
gaged Bessie Love, screen actress, | 
to head one of their units for West 
Coast Theatres. Miss Love does 
the black bottom. 


Opened April 15, Egyptian Theatre 
Hollywood, Cal. 


MARCO IDEAS 
Are Box Office 
52 Weeks in the Year 
In the Finest De Luxe 


Houses from San Diego to 
Vancouver 


Personal Direction 
LEONARD GOLDSTEIN 


JESSE CRAWFORD 
ORGAN CONCERT 
| | PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


MRS. CRAWFORD AT THE STAGE CONSOLE 
PROGRAM WEEK BEGINNING SATURDAY, APRIL 2isi 
‘| CAN'T DO WITHOUT YOU” 


(Irving Berlin, tnc.) 


ba “JUST ACROSS THE STREET FROM HEAVEN” 


“LIMBERLEGS” EDWARDS 
(Forster Music Corp.) head to the district court. 


“LITTLE LOG CABIN OF DREAMS” Harmony has been established With “DANCING FEET,” a Publix Unit 


(T. B. Harms) again and exhibitors once more will APRIL 26, SEATLLE THEATRE, SEATTLE, WASH. ] 
santedai co-operate to iron out their differ- Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


ences. 


Harmony in Minn. Film Board 

Minneapolis, April 24. 
The Joint Film Board of Arbitra- 
tion here has started functioning 
again. It had been out of commis- 
sion for some time as a result of a 
walkout by the exhibitors after one 
of the producer-distributor members 
nad carried a case over the bonrd’s 
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the Big Money EVER YWHERE! 


At the GARDEN 
MILWAUKEE 


“House hit new high with 
Gaucho.’ ” 


At the ARCADIA 
DALLAS, TEXAS 


“‘Gaucho’ did big business 
here.” 


At the RIVOLI 
NEW YORK CITY 


“Played to 3 big weeks after 
9 weeks’ run at top prices.” 


---a Big Hit 


in any 
town 


“see Doug’s latest.” 


At the STANTON 


PHILADELPHIA 


“Fourth week’s business one 
of the highlights of city’s 
business.” 


At the STILLMAN 
CLEVELAND 


“‘Gaucho’ played to 4 big 
weeks at this theatre.” 


At Loew’s 


COLUMBIA 
WASHINGTON 


“They came in throngs to 


UNITED 
ARTISTS 
PICTURE 


Each Picture Sold Individually—on Merit 
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CHECK OVER THIS 
LIST OF THE YEAR’S 
BIGGEST HITS! 


BEN-HUR 
THE BIG PARADE 
| THE STUDENT PRINCE 
THE ENEMY 
LOVE 


LONDON AFTER 
MIDNIGHT 


| THIRTEENTH HOUR 
WEST POINT 
THE PATSY 
LATEST FROM PARIS 
THE SMART SET 
THE BIG CITY 
BABY MINE 
THE FAIR CO-ED 
THE DIVINE WOMAN 
SIC. 


IT looks 
FUNNY— 
BUT so does 
ANY theatre 
THAT isn’t 
UP to the 
MINUTE 
WITH 


EXTRA! Marion Davies in “The Patsy” is the talk 
of New York at the big Capitol. Critics rave. 
Audiences shriek with joy. ‘(Diamond Handcuffs” is 


sensation in preview by West Coast Theatres. 


Whoopee! How the hits roll in from M-G-M! 
THE IMPORTANT COMPANY 


THIS YOU 


GET READY TO DO 
THE BIGGEST BUSI- 
NESS OF ANY SPRING 
WITH THESE HITS! 


RAMON NOVARRO 
Across to Singapore 


LON CHANEY 
Laugh Clown Laugh 


DANE-ARTHUR 
Circus Rookies 


SYD CHAPLIN 
Skirts 


JOHN GILBERT 
The Cossacks 


DANE-ARTHUR 
Detectives 


NORMA SHEARER 
The Actress 


WILLIAM HAINES 
Telling The World 


Mile. from Armentieres 
Diamond Handcuffs 
AND MORE! MORE! MORE! 


an 
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Pettijohn Offered to 
Finance Arbuckle Films? 


Kansas City, April 20. 

Roscoe (Fatty) Arbuckle is pre- 
paring for a return to the screen in 
the near future. 

It is hinted that Arbuckle will be 
substantially financed for his come- 
back. Sidney Cohen, his representa- 
tive, stated that Alexander Pan- 
tages had requested an interest in 
the Arbuckle pictures and _ that 
Charles C. Pettijohn, attorney for 
the Hays organization, has offered 
to find finance for the venture. 

Arbuckle is making a _ personal 
appearance at the Pantages this 
week, in conjunction with one of 
his old comedy films. 


Hutchinson’s Colored Singles 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
Craig Hutchinson has cor pleted 
20 two-reel comedies for J. R. Bray 
and is now resuming production on 
his series of 12 one-reel colored 
subjects for Pathe. 
Nita Cavalier will be featured in 
all, with production headquarters at 
Tec-Art studios. 


ANOTHER FANCHON & MARCO “IDEA' 


ALFRED 


BROWER 


World’s Fastest Russian Dancer 
Dir. WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


_ Master of Ceremonies 
WALT 
ROESNER 


CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


HELENE HUGHES 
ROY SMOOT 


Featured with 
FANCHON and MARCO 
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U. AS BOND ISSUE 


Chicago’s U. A. Theatre’s Issue of 
$1,300,000 at 6'4 Per Cent 


Chicago, April 24. 
A new issue of $1,300,000 first 
mortgage 6% per cent sinking fund 
leasehold gold bonds are being of- 
fered by Chicago-United Artists 


Theatre Corporation through a syn- 
dicate composed of De Wolf & Co., 
MecGowen, Cassady & White, and 
Meyer, Connor & Co. Bonds are 
due March 1, 1948. 

Chicago-United Artists Theatre 
Corporation is directly obligated. 
The Illinois-U. A. Corporation is 
lessees of the theatre for 25 years, 
at an annual rental of $162,500. 


Finding Place for ‘Tempest’ 


Hunting along Broadway for a 
place to house United Artists’ “The 


Tempest,” as well as to effect ar- 
rangements for the road showing 
of this John Barrymore picture, is 
the reason for the arrival this 
week of John Considene, head of 
Feature Productions. 

With “Ramona” in the Rialto 
and “Speedy” holding out at the 
Rivoli for another month, it is con- 
ceded in the home office that Con- 
sidine will have a job on his hands 
if he expects to make a quick re- 
turn to the coast. 


Mussolini Picture 
Los Angeles, April 24. 


FBO will make the life of Musso- 
lini in Italy with an all-Italian cast 
and Mussolini playing the star part. 
All details for production have been 
worked out, with FBO officials now 
waiting for approval by Mussolini of 
the picture scenario. Then they will 
send Robert Vignola and a small 
staff to Italy to start production 
June 1, 

The picture story as written from 
data supplied by sources close to 
Mussolini is said to be a glorifica- 
tion of his life and rise to interna- 
tional fame. It is expected that a 
coherent and dramatic screen pre- 
sentation can be worked out in the 
finished picture. 


Steffes on War Path 
Enemies After Him 


Minneapolis, April 24. 

When Northwest Theatre Owners 
meet here May 1-2 for their annual 
convention it is expected that, for 
the first time, a fight will be staged 
against W. A. Steffes, its president. 

Steffes says that he never before 
has sought the office of president of 
any exhibitor organization, but will 
seek re-election this year because of 
his enemies’ threats to “get” him. 

“I'm going to make a clean job out 
of cleaning out some of the ‘high- 
binders’ in this business, and they 
know it,” says Steffes. “That's why 
they’re after me, 

“Unfortunitely, some intelligent 
and ordinarily fair-minded individ- 
uals have been hoodwinked into op- 
posing me by accepting the mislead- 
ing statements of my natural ene- 
mies. When the time comes at the 
convention I’m going to show these 
hoodlums who is right and who is 
wrong. 

“The chances are that the ones 
who are wrong won't be present to 
take their medicine.” 

The Steffes statement appeared in 
“Greater Amusements,” local re- 
gional trade paper. It is claimed 
that some exchange managers an- 
tagonistic to Steffes are working 
against his re-election. 


Fox’s Program Announcement 

No announcement of Fox's sched- 
ule for next season will be made 
until the sales convention in May. 

Fully 25 stories have been se- 
lected, with the work rapidly 
rounding out on many, including 
especially “The Fatal Wedding,” 
based on the A. H. Woods’ play; 
the screen version of “Speak Easy,” 
and “Soapy Smith,” Alaskan melo. 


“UNCLE TOM” IN FLA. 


“Uncle Tom’s Cabin” will open in 
the South in some State below the 
Mason-Dixon line other than Ken- 
tucky. Accordingly, the picture is 
scheduled to make its Southern 
debut in St. Augustine, Fla., the 
last four days of next week. 

Following week it is booked for 
three days in Jacksonville. After 
that dates are set for Memphis and 
Columbus, Ga, 


| Making Goodwill for 
New Inde Distrib 


Los Angeles, April 24. 

Tracy Castner, former president 
of the Inter-Ocean Film Co., and 
later connected with the Columbia 
booking offices, is now making his 
headquarters at the Tec-Art stu- 
dios, acting as a go-between for se- 
curing releases for small independ- 
ent producers. 

It is understood he is doing this 
to gain the good will of the in- 
dependents as a foundation for an 
independent distributing organiza- 
tion which he expects to establish. 


Bettering Stage Shows 


Chicago, April 24, 

An effort to improve the quality 
and method of prese: tation is seen 
in the three-year contract awarded 
to Jack Laughlin, formerly of the 
Carthay Circle theatre, Los Angeles, 
to serve as co-producer with Lou 
McDermott at the Chicago Oriental. 

In explaining the move Balaban 
and Katz officials explain that Mc- 
Dermott and Laughlin will alter- 
nate in the production of the shows, 
so as to give each producer a full 
two weeks time in the preparation 
of his stage spectacle, 


SCHENECTADY CO. EXPANDS 
Albany, N. Y. April 24. 


The Farash Theatre Company, 
which controls’ virtually every 
movie house in Schenectady, has 
begun an expansion program, which 
will place the company in control 
of a chain of theatres within a 
radius of 100 miles of Schenectady. 
The company has announced the 
beginning of construction of a new 
movie house at Scotia, N. Y., with 
capacity of 1,400. 

It has been intimated that the 
company is seeking a theatre in 
this city. 


Movietone Story Film 
‘In a Music Shop,” first of the 
Fox Movietone subjects to tell a 
story with contiunity, is at the 
Gaiety, New York, in conjunction 
with “Four Sons.” 


Vita Injunction Case 
Qn Appeal in Texas 


Jos. M. Estes, publicity director 
for Aztec theatre, San Antonio, has 
sent an announcement to the trade 
papers stating that in the injunc- 
tion proceedings brought by that 
house to prevent any San Antonio 
theatre playing the Warner's “Jazz 
is yet to be 


Singer,” an appeal 
argued, 

The temporary injunction, states 
the announcement, is still in ef- 
fect. 

William Epstein, manager of the 
Aztec, alleges a Warner Vita fran- 
chise for San Antonio, with the pic- 
ture distributor claiming the the- 


atre permitted it to lapse. 

When the hearing on the injunc- 
tion commenced in the Texan court, 
Justice Tahoe, presiding, stated he 
preferred to render no decision and 
suggested it go directly to the 
higher court for review. 


GINGER 


ROGERS 
Week April 15—CAPITOL, DETROIT 
Direction WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


Michigan Vaude Mgrs. Ass’n 
Charlie MACK 


Booking the most extensive circuit 
of vaudeville and presentation the- 
atres between New York and Chicago 


Michigan Theatre Bidg. 
DETROIT 
Standard Acts Write or Wire 
ASK JIMMIE BU RCHILL. REVUE 


IRENE JUNO 


AT THE 


WURLITZER 
B. F. KEITH’S 


Washington, D. C. 


it 


Produced by 


RALPH BLOC 


for PATHE-DeMILLE 


Directed by 


OWARD HIGGIN 


Screen Play by 


GARNETT 


ELLIOTT CLAWSON 


Press Comment 


Adaptation by 


“HARRISON’S REPORTS” 


Allison Smith 
NEW YORK “WORLD” 


“THE NEW YORKER” 


acted and ably directed . . 
Story is splendidly built to its 
climax, which is high power. The 
comedy is just as cunningly man- 
aged and the composite is a beautl- 
ful bit of screen fiction. . . .” 


“VARIETY” 
“ . . of the very top. . a “ . . It is a picture that has been 
money picture Beautifully photographed on the dizzy heights 


of a new-constructed skyscraper. 
The trade has not seen another pic- 
ture so produced. .. You will 
not make a mistake if you should 
advertise this picture to your pub- 
lic as a special. . . .” 


*. . . Howard Higgin, the direc- 
tor, has made the most of his ma- 
terial in a comedy which stands as 
one of the most hilarious and ex- 
citing of the film season .. . the 
picture will probably be excessively 
popular in all the film languages, 
and it deserves to be ... 


OPENING MAY 5, METROPOLITAN THEATRE, LOS ANGELES, CAL. 


« Cleverly directed, briskly 
acted, and it is worth your time. 
The titles are as close to perfection 
as I have seen in many a long 
film.” 
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PICTURES 


“Th e 
Somnolent 
Melodist” 


Started to Train 
for World Tour at 


FOX’S 
PHILADELPHIA 


(THIS WEEK, 
APRIL 23) 


and caused a 
complete knockout 


Manager: 


WILLIAM MORRIS 


Trainer: 


ABE LASTFOGEL 


Rubber: 
HARRY LENETSKA 


JOHNNY HYDE 


LITERA 


Hearst and Quirk 

Another one of those announced 
Hearst sales that don’t seem to 
earry total conviction was let loose 
late last week. It stated that W. R. 
Hearst had disposed of his two 
magazines, “Smart Set” and “Mc- 
Clure’s” to James R. Quirk, pub- 
lisher of “Photoplay”’ .and “Oppor- 
tunity.” 

The two magazines passing to 
Quirk have been rated as low sell- 
ers among the monthlies. “Photo- 
play” is a prosperous picture fan 
monthly with a reputed circulation 
of around 600,000. “Opportunity” is 
as its title indicates, a paper of 
business, 

While Quirk was recently on the 
west coast a report percolated east 
he was in negotiation with Hearst 
in connection with his two publi- 
cations and there was a chance 
Hearst might buy both, to obtain 
“Photoplay.” Quirk, who brought 
“Photoplay” back after it had start- 
ed to slide some years ago, and 
pushed it over as a winner, came 
into full control of that magazine 
about three years ago, buying out 
his partner and reported to have 
given a series of notes for the major 
portion of the purchase price. 
About six months ago in New York 
it was reported that Quirk had re- 
fused an offer of $2,000,000 for 
“Photoplay” and “Opportunity,” 
but it was not disclosed who had 
made the offer. When Quirk pur- 
chased “Photoplay” in full, it was 
said that the deal had been ar- 
ranged upon a basis of $750,000 
value. 

Hearst lately sold his New York 
tab, “Daily Mirror,” to Alexander 
P. Moore and though Mr. Moore is 
in charge of that paper, they still 
talk “Mr. Hearst” around the “Mir- 
ror” office. Hearst recently sus- 
pended his Baltimore tab daily as 
it was in the red although his other 
Baltimore newspapers is still run- 
ning and reported making money. 

The New York “World’s” story of 
the Hearst-Quirk deal intimated 
that Hearst in his recent newspa- 
per operations has been possibly 
advised by the bankers who are 
handling the large bond _ issues 
Hearst has put out within the past 
five years. They reach about $45,- 
000,000 at present, with a report 
around that Hearst is about to 
shortly offer another issue of $10,- 
000,000 or so. In connection with 
the latter report is another that it 
is the suggestion of the bankers 
to Hearst that the latter clear his 
books of any losers among his pub- 
lications in order that the Hearst 
financial statement shall be free 
of them. 

For many years the Hearst pol- 
icy appeared to be’ to never sell 
anything and that everything must 
ZO over sooner or later, a rule 
| sounding prettier than it works 
|} out. Hearst a short while since sus- 
| pended his Oakland daily and sold 
his Fort Worth daily, 

The announcement states William 
J. Lengel continues as the “Smart 
| Set” editor, and Arthur Millimant 


j} remains in charge of “McClure’s.” 


Big First Sale of “Wings” 
Jack Kelly who has numberless 
action story magazines, and al) 


RUBE 
WOLF 


Mirth of a Nation 
Still Hitting on All Bight 
| 


Cylinders as 
Master of Ceremonies 
Loew's Warfield, San Francisco } 
with 
and Marco 


Fanchon “Ideas” 


| Gino Severi 


CALIFORNIA THEATRE 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Direction: 
WEST COAST THEATRES, Inc. 


seemingly selling, recently placed 
another aviation mag on the mar- 
ket, to split the month with his 
other of that character. The new 
one is “Wings” and for its first is- 
sue 100,000 copies were distributed 
ithrough the American News Com- 
pany, without advance notice or ex- 
ploitation. A net sale of 90,000 re- 
sulted. 

Kelly is now in Germany, where 
he expects to make a connection to 
have his magazines translated into 
the German for sale over there. His 
newest mag is “Fight Stories.” 


Sobel’s Money Saving Info 

As the public passed into the 44th 
Street theatre the opening night of 
“Abie’s Irish Rose,” Bernard Sobel, 
press agenting the evert, told each 
newspaper man or woman as they 
walked by: 

“Say ‘press’ when they give you a 
program,” 

By saying “Press,” the newspaper 
people got their souvenir programs 
for nothing, as they had gotten their 
tickets. ‘“‘Abie’s”’ opening perform- 
ance was a benefit for The Dug 
Out veterans. The programs were 
sold for any price by volunteer girls. 


John Harcourt Parker Dies 
John Harcourt Parker, 66, retired 
newspaper pubisher and editor, died 
April 16 at Long Beach, Cal. For 20 
years he was owner and editor of a 
Chinese newspaper in San Fran- 
cisco; the only white man editor of 
a Chinese paper. Later he was as- 
sociated with the Los Angeles 
“Times,” and upon leaving the latter, 
retired. Widow and four children 
survive. 


Gould Quits “Telegram” 

Will Gould, sports cartoonist of 
the New York “Telegram,” after a 
run-in with Joe Williams, sports ed- 
itor of the same sheet, has handed 
in his resignation. Gould came to 
the “Telegram” from King Features, 
which syndicated his stuff. 


N. Y. Daily Circulation 
Last figures for the average day’s 
circulation for previous six months 
of New York daily newspapers fur- 
nished for the periodical statement 
required by postoffice regulations 
were as follows as of April 1: 


“American Banker”,....... 4,226 
“American Medal Market”. 4,638 
“Auto Motors Daily News” 10,928 
“Daily Metal Reporter’... 2,512 
“Daily Mill Stock Reporter” 2,614 
“Daily 432,440 
“Daily News Record’”’...... 13,21$ 
“Daily Racing Form”...... 19,336 
“Daily Running Horse”’.... 18,336 
-“Daily 33,625 
Datly Rev.” 3,413 
“Journal of Comm.”....... 25,496 
“Morning Telegraph”...... 387,094 
297,584 
JOUTHAL’ 680,115 
“Herald-Tribune” .....++++ 316,061 
209,388 
“Real Estate Daily News”. 4,259 
“Wall St. 35,3864 
“Wall Street News’’...e oe 4,150 


“WOMANS WEAF 80,222 
0% 


“Move Over” Is Hot Book 

“Move Over,” the hot novel about 
Palm Beach life, is. said to have 
brought the author, Mrs. Arthur 
Somers Roche, $15,000 in royalties 
to date. Wilson Mizner and Harry 
Reichenbach, who spent consider- 
able time in Palm Beach during the 
real estate boom, gave Mrs. Roche 
assistance in writing her first novel. 

Edgar Selwyn may produce “Move 
Over” next season if a _ suitable 
dramatization of the novel can be 
obtained. 


Copy Readers 
Copy readers on dailies are some- 
what uniform on news values, the 
same stories frequently appearing 


papers. In trade paper work ideas 
seem more at variance. One story 
a trade paper reader threw into 
the waste basket appeared the 
Same week on the front page of 
another weekly. 
possibly correct. 


Muggers Jailed 

Peter Campion and Charles Essex 
Lydiatt, mug-book workers, were 
sent up for 12 and 8 months re- 
spectively by the London Old 
Bailey Recorder. Their layout was 
to run ae ~series of illustrated 
county histories. They collected ad- 
vance payments from a large num- 
ber of county families. Only 
fact Campion had produced one of 
the “histories” saved him from 


upon the front pages of various) 


With both readers | 


the | 


penal servitude, the Recorder told 
him. 


Newspaper Men as Extras 

Monte Bell making “The Bellamy 
Trial,’ a newspaper story for Met- 
ro-Goldwyn-Mayer, is a former 
newspaper man and in producing 
his picture wants to give it as much 
realism as possible. One of the big 
scenes is an editorial room of a 
newspaper. For proper atmésphere 
in this scene Bell has engaged a 
score of newspaper men for a 10- 
day period at $10 per day. 

In the Los Angeles ‘Examiner’ 
editorial staff seven are engaged, 
including Paul Brindel, Frank Good- 
man, Jack Stevens, Roy Frazer, 
Harry Morgan, Leo Bagnall and 
George Van Sands. From the trade 
paper and daily paper representa- 
tives who cover the studios and 
have plenty of spare time, the ex- 
tra change is being picked up by 
Jimmy Detarr, assistant to Louella 
Parsons, Herb Cruickshank, hus- 
band of Regina Crewe of the Hearst 
Service, Jerry Hoffman, of local 
here, for the New York Morning 
Telegraph’, Dan Thomas, represent- 
ing N. E. A., Marquise Busby, on 
the ‘Times,’ Lloyd Lockman of the 
‘Record,’ Jim Taggart, Dick Hunt, 
Jack Woolridge, fan magazine cor- 
respondents, and Frank Scanlon. 
These are required to work on the 
set from seven to 10 hours a day. 


Cash and Carry Ducats 
Agreement has been reached be- 
tween the “Enquirer” and “Tribune,” 
both long established Oakland, Cal., 
dailies, whereby all passes for any 
attractions, sports or entertainment, 
are taboo. Under the agreement the 
drama or picture critic or the sports 
reporter buys one admission, which 
is charged up on expense account. 
No courtesies of any sort may be 
accepted by any member of the staff 
of either paper. 


Ritzing the “Leg Men” 

A recent staff directory issued by 
the San Francisco “Call’ (Hearst 
afternoon sheet) does not list a single 
“reporter.” All members of the 
news staff are listed either as “re- 
write” men or “feature writers.” 
Even the lowly “beat men” are dig- 
nified by one of the above titles. 


Aerial Circulation 

San Francisco “Examiner” (Hearst 
morning paper) inaugurated “air- 
plane” delivery in Chicago, Mil- 
waukee, Minneapolis, Cincinnati and 
other mid-west cities April 2. “Ex- 
aminers” leave San Francisco at 
7:30 A.M., arriving in the mid-west 
cities for early morning delivery 
following day. Papers are bcing 
handled by American Railway Ex- 
press, with daily service to be 
maintained. 


Hoffenstein’s 3d Edition 

Samuel Hoffenstein’s book of 
verse, ‘Poems j Praise of Practi- 
cally Nothing” is now in its third 
edition, unusual for a book of poe- 
try these days. Most of the poems 
were contributed +o various maga- 
zines and daily newspaper columns 
by Hoffenstein, press agent for Al 
| Woods for many vears. 

Murchison Suing ”McCall’s” 

Kenneth D. Murchison, author of 
a series of six articles which he 
wrote for “McCall’s” and _ over 
which he is suing the McCall Co. 
for $4,500 in payment, scored a 
point in the Appellate Division. It 


was ruled the McCall Co. must 
stand examination’ before trial, 
William B. Warner, president of the 
publishing company, denied that 
Harry P. Burton, his editor-in- 
chief, or Dorothy H. Giles, asso- 
ciate editor, had any authority to 
contract for Murchison’s six stories 
at $750 each. The author submitted 
everything but his’ stuff wasn't 
printed and he is suing on a specifie 
contract. 


Coast Schools Bear Down 

No more will the universities ana 
colleges of the Pacific northwest 
stand for the suggestive gags being 
sent to eastern publications. This 
announcement was made after a 
meeting of representatives from the 
University of Washington, O-egon, 
Oregon State and others. 

Boys discovered that in giving re-« 
publicatior. rights from their magae 
zines to an eastern college humor 
ublication, they have been spreading 
the idea that all collegians are pro- 
fane, drunkards and that all co-eds 
spend their time flirting, drinking 
cocktails, smoking and telling off- 
color stories. 


“Prize Story Magazine” will make 
its first appearance in May, issued 
monthly. Will use fiction only, with 
prizes to be awarded its writers in 
addition to the usual payment, 
J. W. Grant is editing, with publi- 
cation offices in New York. 


— 


There Is No Substitute for 


STAGE-BAND 
ENTERTAINMENT 


Known as the 


“PAUL ASH POLICY” 


UNIT NO. FIVE 
THIS WEEK 


“JAZZ TOWN” 


“EXCLUSIVELY COLUMBIA 
RECORDING ARTIST” 


Paul Ash Presentation Staged by 
LOUIS McDERMOTT 


and RAY SAMUELS 


AL and RAY SAMUELS 
Tap Dancers 
6 Mins. 


-- 


class of their stuff, 


military tap that wowed. 


| team. 


Mark Strand (Pct), Brooklyn, N. Y. 


With the “Oddities” unit at the Brooklyn Strand 
are Al and Ray Samuels, who rate among the last 
gasps in neat concerted tap dancing. Their clean- 
cut style recommends them strongly for revue or 
production, and, of course, anything anywhere, 
with the legit musicals favored because of the 


They did an acrobatic tap in unison and a double 


The Samuels are a male 
Abel. 


APRIL 28, EARL, WASHINGTON, D. C. - 
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VARIETY 


| 


MAJOR 


MAURICE 


AT THE NEW YORK STRAND THIS WEEK 


Worth Worth flying 2500 miles 
to see! 


Whipping winds, surging snows, shriek down 
frozen trails.—Reckless spirits tempting the 
white goddess of death—their lives against 
the gold she hoards.—A classic supercharged 
with the exciting thrill of the magnetic 
North, of fortunes won and lost overnight, 
and of a glorious love that outlived disaster. 
No wonder the N. Y. “World” said, ‘“‘BURN- 
ING DAYLIGHT is good news for Milton 
Sills fans!” 


“From the famous novel by Jack LONDON 


Presented by Richard A. Rowland. With 
Doris Kenyon, Arthur Stone, Lawford David- 
son, Stuart Holmes. A Charles J. Brabin 
Production. Presented by Wid Gunning. 


CONTINUENG CORITENWUOUS 


NATEONAES PERFORMANCE 


Biember of Motion Picture Producers ew Distributors of America inc.~ Will H.Hays President 
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VARIETY 


Read this letter— 


A FRED HINDS ENTERPRISE 


4. ©. ARNOLD 
BESIDENT MANAGER 


Paramount Famous Lasky Corporation, 
1117 High Street, 
Des Moines, Tova. 


Dear Sirs; 


operator handed ne 
Paramount aa on the front cover. 


hund 

mine theatres in the past 15 
losing money when given me. 
and the ninth more Paramount pictures t had 


hat 8 
positive the story wo ve been different, 


your future be ap great as your past. 


Ve ruly, 


iy? TieCRESCO 


enteco.1ewa 


When I entered the office this “ya: 
ANUSEMENTS, indicating copy of 

"That's just exactly 

What you've told me a hundred times; wae his remark. 


Yee, I guese I’ve told him that Bote, than a 
rea times. It also reminds me that I have’ man 
sere of which vere 
1 eight Were made euccessfud 
been--but 
Without them I an 


I cannot make you a better wish than that 
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why exhibitors 


prefer PARAMOUNT 


about this ad 


_PARAMOUN T 


‘EXHIBITOR 
‘says: 


bits. But you can’t live on three or four hits a year any more 


than you can he healthy on a square méal once a month. 
@ What I like about Paramount is they deliver you a consistently 
high quality of entertainment week after week—and exactly ov 
release dates. Q My public likes ittoo. * © © © @ 


GENTLEMEN Prersr Buonpes @ Last ComMAND @ Inonsipes @ Bgav GesTs { 


“Week after Week” all before Aug. Ist 


HAROLD LLOYD 
in **Speedy”’ 


(Lioyd Prod. Paramount Release) 


EMIL JANNINGS 
**Street of Sin”’ 


CLARA BOW 
“Ladies of the Mob’’ 


RICHARD DIX 
**Easy Come, Easy 


GEO. BANCROFT 
“The Drag Net’’ 


“The Fifty-Fifty Girl’’ 


BEBE DANIELS 


**Hot News” 


BEERY- HATTON 
“The Big Killing” 


ADOLPHE MENJOU 
“Night of Mystery”’ 
“His Tiger Lady” 


POLA NEGRI 
**Three Sinners”’ 


ESTHER RALSTON 
“Half a Bride”’ 


FLORENCE VIDOR 
“The Magnificent Flirt” 


THOMAS MEIGHAN 
“The Racket’? 


Caddo Prod, 


FRED THOMSON 
*“*Kid Carson”? 
*“Sunset Legion”’ 


ZANE GREY- JACK HOLT 
**The Vanishing Pioneer’’ 


FIELDS - CONKLIN 
**Fools for Luck’’ 


PARAMOUNT NEWS scoops the world with first mo- 
tion pictures taken of BREMEN FLYERS at GREENELY 
ISLAND. On the screen FRIDAY, APRIL 20th 


BACKBONE OF THE BUSINE ESS 


The Whole Show from Motion Picture Headquariers 
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PICTURES 


$7.000,000 LOST 


galis super or special films, but in 
many cases is purely for exploita- 
tion purposes. 

The tremendous loss can be writ- 
ten off as the result of elaborate 
advertising campaigns and exces- 
sive theatre rentals. In one case a 
company which had a long term 
lease on a legit theatre had to pay 
the weekly rental for 15 weeks aft- 
er its picture had closed, Another 
concern is known to have paid a 
total of $565,000 on house rentals 
alone over the past two seasons. 

The opening campaign on any 
twice daily picture can easily be 
put down at $25,000, this covering 
the advance week and the first 
fortnight the picture is actually 
playing. After that it becomes a 
weekly matter of house rental, ad- 
vertising, house staff and expenses 
in the department handling the pic- 
ture, estimates on which will run 
anywhere from $9,000 to $14,000. It 
eosts at least $5,000 each to equip 
$2 roadshow units. Added is that 
the units operate at an average 
weekly overhead of $4,500 (trans- 


GAN 
at THE 
WEST COAST’S BROADWAY 
PORTLAND, ORE. 


‘HERMIE’ KING 

M. of C. and Band Leader 

Direction FANCHON AND MARCO 
Now—PORTLAND, ORE. 


MILLER 


SONGS PLUS PERSONALITY 


In “Diving Venus” Idea, with Thanks 
to Fanchon and Marco 


portation, advertising, etc.) 

But the industry will never stop 
trying to click with $2 pictures, 
principally because of the records 
of what the few real big screen 
productions have accomplished or 
to build up brand prestige. 


In odd instances some of these 
pictures have done much to es- 
tablish program product despite 


what the roadshow loss may have 
been. There is little to argue about 
On what “Way Down East” did for 
United Artists at the time it swept 
into the 44th Street, or what “Traf- 
fic in Souls” did for Universal, 
“Humoresque” for Cosmopolitan, 
“What Price Glory” for Fox, “Birth 
of a Nation” for Triangle, “Covered 
Wagon” for Famous Players, “Big 
Parade” and “Ben Hur" for Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer and “Jazz Singer” 
for Warner Brothers. Some actually 
showed a decided profit on the 
roadshowing, but the trade uniform- 
ly knows about how many profit- 
able $2 pictures there have been 
since the inception of the industry. 


Values and Faults 

Two heads of as many sales de- 
partments of outstanding picture 
concerns are almost word for word 
in their opinion on the value and 
faults of the $2 picture. Their com- 
bined theories signify that a $2 
Broadway showing does not increase 
rentals and is useless if the pic- 
ture isn't “there.” Both believe 
that a good super film is not so 
advantageous to their respective 
programs as to the industry as a 
whole, and that a successful twice 
daily run induces the exhibitor to 
get behind the film and plug for 
it when it is generally released. 

These two men state that where 
their firms’ pictures have fallen 
down at $2, they (their companies) 
have legitimately believed the films 
warranted the twice daily showings 
and that if they did flop, it was a 
matter of judgment. It is also their 
idea that the exhibitor - knows 
whether a picture is getting over 
at $2 or $1.65, or not and therefore 
it’s not much use trying to con- 
vince 'em. 

The Other Side 

On the other hand a third sales 
head, and of still another company, 
would like to see his superiors take 
two Broadway houses each on a 12 
months’ lease purely as “show- 


rooms.” His theory is that regard- 


less of the Broadway loss, the New 
York showings are worth it to es- 
tablish in the public mind, through 
exploitation, that these pictures 
are something more than oi “inary 
programmers, AS regards the exhib- 
itor this sales executive points out 
that the exhibitor benefits from the 
added prestige evolved through pic- 
ture departments in the daily news- 
papers across the country which 
are, ut some time or another, bound 
to mention the film as playing twice 
daily in New York. Besides which 
advertising of the fact that the pic- 
ture has played on Broadway at 
the high scale has never done any 
harm, he claims. 

This departmental head also 
emphasizes that the benefits to his 
company are not so much through 
increased rentals as increased cir- 
culation. So that if a film goes into 
the “red” for $50,000 on its Man- 
hattan run it doesn't particularly 
matter as this sum has an excellent 
chance to come back. If it but aids 
in establishing the program and 
increases circulat on, the purpose 
of his company has been served, 
he said. And the picture has the 
urge of the added publicity behind 
it, even if costly, 

The third opinion on the $2 pic- 
ture which gets over coincides with 
that of the first two sates heads 
in that these rare productions are 
unquestionably a benefit to the in- 
dustry as well as the individual 
program, and therefore there is 
something to feel good about when- 
ever a $2 attempt is successful, ir- 
respective of whose picture it may 
be. 

Two million dollars in the hole on 
Broadway in two years demon- 
strates how difficult it is to make 
a $2 picture and that most of the 
profitable big ones have developed 
out of program material. 


Goldwyn’s Five 
Los Mecies, April 24, 


Samuel Goldwyn will make five 
productions this year. He will fea- 
ture Vilma Banky and Ronald Col- 
man in four as individual stars, The 
fifth will be a Herbert Brenon spe- 
cial. 

First of the Banky pictures will 
be “The Innocent” and will go into 
production next week with Victor 
Fleming directing. 


DIDN‘T EXPECT DIVORCE 


(Continued from page 9) 


separated and a divorce action was | 


instituted. 

In the statement which Miss Del 
Rio issued, prior to instituting the 
divorcee action, she admitted she 
and her husband were permanently 
separated and that the action was 


due solely to a lack of compati- 


bility that existed between them 
for some time. The statement also 
pointed out that they hoped the 
separation would help to mend 
their differences, but after 


months it had failed to do so. 

With rumors current in Holly- 
wood that the actress would imme- 
diately remarry and take Edwin 
Carewe, her director, as her second 
husband, the statement is specific 
iv declaring she has no thought of 
remarriage. 

Miss Del Rio is the daughter of 
a well-to-do Mexican, while Jamie 
Del Rio, her husband, is the son of 
the social leader in the Mexican 
capitol It is understood that the 
society of Mexico City look with 
disfavor on any divorce action be- 
tween the Del Rios and from re- 
ports reaching here, people there 
are inclined to be sympathetic 
toward the husband. 

Del Rio will shortly leave New 
York for Europe, while Miss Del 
Rio, immediately after the divorce 
action is filed, contemplates re- 
turning to Hollywood and begin 
work in a personally directed pro- 
duction of Edwin Carewe's entitled 
“Revenge.” 

Abduction Fiction 

Police here branded as fiction a 
story that Dolores Del Rio, United 
Artists star, was to be abducted and 
held for $100,000 ransom. 

A story was started that Gustavio 
Carillo, 27, had been under arrest 
for several days and finally con- 
fessed that he and a band of five 
others were to abduct Miss Del Rio 
and take her to Mexico. He men- 
tioned Rose Ayala, formed maid of 
Miss Del Rio, 

Police are now trying to asceriain 
whether Carillo had been prompted 
to tell the story for publicity as well 
as fictlonary purposes. 


four 


VARIETY 27 
“Sex” Film Barred 
Seattle, April 24. 
S. Millard’s “Pitfalls of Pus- 
sion,” sex picture, was thrown out 
by tle board of censors after a pre- 
view. The picture was sold to John 
Danz, owner of a string of down- 
town houses, who was to put it into 
the Strand for a leng run. 

After seeing the picture the cen- 
sors informed Danz it would not be 
advisable to present it, since it 
would create too much trouble. 
Danz first figured to fight the deci- 
sion, according to reports, but later 
abided by the ruling, 


M-G-M oud Sound 


Los Angeles, April 24. 

it is understood that Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer will use synchronized 
sound effects for two specials to be 
made for next season's release. 

Executives in New York are re- 
ported negotiating with one of the 
sound device manufacturers for a 
tie-up on two pictures, with option 
providing that, if the deal is satis- 
factory te Metro, the proposition be 
permanent, 


LANGAN 


ORIGINATOR OF THE MONOPEDIC 
DANCE 


4th Consecutive Year with 
Fanchop and Marco 


DARLING TWINS 


FEATURED IN 


“MIKADO OF JAZZ” 


Direction MAX TURNER 
WM. MORRIS OFFICE 


RUDOLPH 


SCHRAEGER 


FEATURED ORGANIST 


4th Consecutive Yeur with 
West Coast Theatres 


Coming 


Fast!!! 


After enjoying the greatest engagement in all the show world— 
Grauman’s Chinese Theatre, Hollywood—and scoring sensationally on 
West Coast Theatres tour 


AFTER SIX GLORIOUS MONTHS ON THE PACIFIC COAST! 


Coming East!!! 
With Greater Surprises—the Most Novel Box-Office Attraction 


BORRAH 


EVITC 


AND HIS 


MUSICAL RASCALS 


Via - - 


A REVUE OF YOUTH, PEP, LAUGHS, TEARS AND THRILLING PERSONALITY MUSIC!!! 


Coming East!!! - 
Loew’s State, Cleveland, April 28; Broad Theatre, Columbus, May 6; 


Fox Theatre, Philadelphia, May 14 


Many Thanks to Fanchon and Marco and Orpheum Circuit for Their Kind Offers for Additional West Coast Time 
My Best Greetings to Sid Grauman, Fanchon and Marco and Herschel Stuart—the Bosses you can Play For but not Work For!!! 


Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 


Coming Fast!!! 
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F I 
’ exactly the same as the humor of | in its elements might not have been 
ABIE’S IRISH ROSE the stage “Abie”; that is, the fun is| very genuine under less skillful 
Paramount production and release. From aj] in the titles (as it was in the treatment. Nancy Carroll and 


Anne Nichols’ stage play. Directed by Vic- 
tor Fleming. Titles by Julian Johnson and 
Herman Mankiewicz. Harold Rosson, cam- 
eraman. At the 44th Street, New York, 
April 19 Running time, 129, minutes. 
Opened for run as a special at $2.20 top. 


GBolomon Jean Hersholt 
Rosemary Murphy..........- Naney Carroll 
Patrick Murphy...... J. Farrell MacDonald 
Father Whalen........ Nick Cogley 
Rabbi Jacob Samuels.......Camillus Pretal 


Rosa Kosanova 


Discussion of “Abie’s Irish Rose” 
film status as a commercial propo- 
sition is futile. With its prestige as 
a national institution, built up by its 
amazing box-office record, the pic- 
ture will, of course, attract and 
prosper in the picture houses. 

Miss Nichol’s play has been trans- 
lated literally from the stage, and 
the picture adds nothing, while it 
does detract a good deal. The pic- 
ture is not as good a picture as the 
play was a stage performance, some- 
thing inherent in the situation sur- 
rounding its creation. 

Stage drama often is heightened 
when it is trans-erred to the screen, 
"ut this production demonstrates 
that the studio has already devel- 
oped a comedy technique that is 
immeasurably superior to that of 
the stage. The truth is that the 
humor of the film “Abie” remains 


COSCIA 


AND 


VERDI 


MUSIC 


Glorified—Classified—Mortified 
Offering 
America’s Finest Entertainment 
in 
America’s Finest Theatres 


WEEK APRIL 28 
PARAMOUNT, New York City 


Direction—WM. MORRIS 


OWEN SWEETEN 


Directing > 


PUBLIX 
STAGE 


West Const 
Theatres 
15TH BIG WEEK 


GRANADA cisco 


dialog) rather than in the intrinsic 
substance of the story. 

Two hours and 10 minutes of title 
gags is scarcely going to be hailed 
by film fans educated to the stand- 
ards of the picture house where the 
greatest of the laugh-makers never 
risks more than an even hour and 
has to pack that limited time with 
clever fun that is basically laugh- 
able in pantomime and doesn’t have 
to be interpreted in printed words. 
“Abie” proves conclusively that, cer- 
tainly in comedy, the screen has 
nothing to learn from the stage. 

What the film theatre gets from 
“Abie” is the commercial advantage 
of the best publicized title in the 
world. The play material itself is 
a handicap. Hollywood could turn 
out a score of funnier comedies on 
the same subject. What is more, 
Hollywood has done just that little 
thing. Several of the films inspired 
by “Abie” have been much funnier 
in substance than the film transla- 
tion of the original. Which doesn’t 
prove enything except that the 
screen has grown away from the 
theatre into a technique that is its 
own, and that “Abie” on the screen 
is nearly all straight drama except- 
ing the comedy captions, 

All the sereen could do for “Abie” 
was to make its background more 
elegant and to magnify its settings. 
Some fine production has gone into 
the war sequences and a few of the 
sentimental pagsages been 
shrewdly intengified. The picture 
takes a good deal of interest from 
dramatic tricks — devices, by the 
way, which belong to the screen en- 
tirely. For example, nothing could 
be more effective than the bit early 
in the picture which covered a lapse 
of time in a graphic way. 

The point is that “Abie” is grow- 
ing up in the great melting pot of 
New York’s east side. He is among 
the school children in the school- 
yard. They are assembled in lines 
reciting the school pledge to the 
flag; a bell rings, and they march in 
many files to their classrooms. 
While the kids go tramp, tramp 
across the yard, the scene dissolves 
slowly and the marching children 
become the American soldiers 
marching down 5th avenue in 1917. 
Here in 30 seconds was conveyed 
a high-powered emotional kick. The 
picture has a number of such de- 
tails. They are all strictly picture 
devices and they are effective on 
the screen, while the material taken 
over from the stage play has to ex- 
press itself entirely in titles, and 
loses force. 

The picture doesn’t grow in as- 
cending values to a climax, a treat- 
ment essential to a gripping picture. 
It takes over two hours to lead up 
to what in substance is a rather 
feeble gag, when the antagonistic 
fathers, Jewish and Irish, at length 
come around on Christmas eve to 
see the offspring of their cast-off 
children. Levy demands to see his 
“granddaughter,” while Murphy is 
anxious to hold his “grandson.” The 
sex of the child leads to new and 
violent argument until friendly 
priest and friendly rabbi disclose the 
presence of twins, a situation any 
auditor could have forseen. Even 
the climactic gag is tipped in ad- 
vance, 

The laborious sentimental play 
upon bigotry, continued reference to 
the brotherhood of Jew, Celt and 
the rest of mankind—including the 
Mohammedan—is wearisome and 
seems for the most part to have 
been pushed in. 

Under the Constitution, and spe- 
cifically in the subway rush hours, 
these things go without saying. 
There is something also not so very 
tactful about the elaborate technical 
exactitude of the Jewish and Roman 
Catholic customs, even to the point 
of assuring the audience in a pro- 
gram note that a real rabbi and a 
real priest acted as expert advisors 
in these details. If these things are 
right they will speak for themselves 
to such auditors as are concerned in 
their correctness. 

Of the acting many nice things 
will be said. The outstanding per- 
formance is that of Jean Hersholt 
as Solomon Levy, an eloquent and 
sincere performance of a role that 


THE ONE AND ONLY 


BERNARDO F YE, PACE 


MANDOLIN VIRTUOSO 
PLAYING PUBLIX CIRCUIT 
Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 


TREEN and BARNETT 


THE UNSOPHISTICATED CO-EDS OF SONG AND DANCE 


FEATURED BY FANCHON AND MARCO 


Charles Rogers make a charming 
pair of young people, especially 
charming in their artless grace and 
youthful good looks. J. Farrell Mac- 
Donald is just a comic Irishman, 
while Bernard Gorcey as Solomon’s 
attorney friend is a strong asset in 
his low-comedy role. 

Settings are excellent, with fine 
intelligence in expressing appropri- 
ate mood and restraint from over- 
doing both the magnificence of the 
high-toned backgrounds and_ the 
poverty of the east side. War shots 
are fine, especially some of the hos- 
pital locations. The sentimental 
passages have been fairly well de- 
veloped, but the dependence upon 
the comedy motif has nullified this 
angle. It is possible that this was a 
mistake. It is strange that the sen- 
timental side of “Abie” has attract- 
ed so little attention. Hollywood’s 
faith in the power of the grand old 
gag is probably the reason. 


Rush. 
(Rush, Al Greason, is of the Prot- 
estant faith.—Ed.) 


MADRE 


(ITALIAN-MADE 7?) 
(With Eleanora Duse) 


No screen credit given producer, distrib- 
utor or cast with exception of subtitles hail- 
ing it as the first and only film in which 
the late Eleanora Duse appears. At the 
55th Street Playhouse week of April 21. 
Running time, approximately 40 minutes. 


As a decided novelty in film tech- 
nique, because of antiquated light- 
ing which blurs the greater footage 
and over-acting of an unknown for- 
eign cast, “Madre” is hardly worthy 
of enrollment in filmdom’s archives 
as a testimonial to one of the most 
famous tragediennes the world has 
ever known. While it stars the late 
Eleanora Duse in what is described 
as her first and only play on the 
screen, yet it shows this tragedienne 
in anything but her real self as 
known on the legit stage of yester- 
day. 

Apologies that Duse abhorred 
make-up are profusely subtitled for 
her being seen through practically 
the entire production with a biack 
hood over her head. It shadows her 
face, with only occasional white 
flashes, from recognition. In the last 
few feet a moment for study of her 
face is provided. At no time, how- 
ever, are there the close-ups which 
would have made this foreign pic- 
ture, with all of its crudeness in 
craftsmanship, a historical gem. 

The outstanding feature in the 
life of a mother who watches an il- 
legitimate child grow up in the ways 
of the world is the way that Duse 
uses her hands, They are especially 
effective at the death scene, despite 
distractions. provided by absurdly 
over-acted neighbors and that of the 
son, who would hardly be a credit 
to a phoney movie school. 

“Madre” with its star will be an 
attraction for the thousands who 
have witnessed her perform and for 
the millions who have known her 
through the public print; at the 
same time it will be a great dis- 
appointment. 


THE PATSY 


M-G-M production and release starring 
Marion Davies. Directed by King Vidor. 
Adapted from Barry Conners’ stage play. 
Cameraman, John Seitz. At the Capitol, 
N. Y., week of April 2). Kunning time, 
64 minutes. 


Patricia Harrington......... Marion Davies 
Tony Amnderson....... eooee Orville Caldwell 
Ma Dressler 
Pa Henderson 
Grace Harrington............. Jane Winton 


Barry Conners’ stage play has 
been converted with liberal licenses 
into a dandy laugh picture for de 
luxe program requirements. In it 
Marion Davies does some really 
great comedy work. “The Patsy” 
would be a good opportunity for the 
soft- pedaling of the customary 
Hearst hokum publicity to see if the 
picture and the star cannot stand 
uP and get by without the bolster- 
ng. 

Many of the laughs come from the 
subtitles, with about half taken 
verbatim or with slight changes 
from the play. Ralph Spence gets 
sole credit for the title job, but 
should split credit with Conners. 
The picture follows loosely the gen- 
eral story of “The Patsy,” that of a 
younger sister who is imposed upon 
by an older sister and her mother, 
who favors the butterfly daughter. 
Pop takes sides with The Patsy, 
being somewhat of a Patsy himself. 

Efforts of the younger girl to at- 
tract the attention of the man who 
is courting her sister forms the 
basis of the comedy and plot. 
Toward the end, with a generous 
employment of screen liberty, Miss 
Davies does a series of imitations 
of Pola Negri, Mae Murray and 
Lillian Gish. The imitations are 
great and reveal Miss Davies as a 
skillful mimic. Audience broke into 
applause on the Gish interpretation. 


Corking fan stuff, especially in the 


smaller communities where screen 
gossip is a matter for table con- 
versation. Gloria Swanson once did 
some imitations of other stars in a 
picture she made for Paramount. 
“The Patsy” is an excellent laugh 
picture. Land, 


The End of St. Petersburg 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 
Berlin, April 9. 

Out with the adjectives of praise 
for this Russian government made 
picture. How those Moscovite boys 
are keeping pace! Now they are 
right up at the top from the direc- 
torial and photographic angle. I’ve 
never seen a better photographed 
picture anywhere. And think of 
what their films looked like three 
years ago! 

This director, Pudowkin, has here 
created a film which deserves to be 
classed with “Potemkin,” and per- 
haps this is the better of the pair. 

How those people do act—not a 
moment of exaggeration or grimace! 
They live it. 

The story is simple. It concerns 
a peasant boy who comes to the city 
to get work. A strike starts and he 
takes a position as strikebreaker. 
Without realizing what he is doing, 
he betrays a relative, - strike leader. 
When understanding, he beats up 
the owner of the factory. 

The world war breaks out, and he 
and the strike leader are mobilized. 
During the Russian revolution the 
boy proves himself a hero for the 
cause and is tended by the worker’s 
wife 

Story is of no interest to the gen- 
eral American public, but every 
American picture actor and director, 
if securing the chance, should look 
at this film. Trask. 


THREE SINNERS 


Paramount production and release. Di- 
rected by Rowland V. Lee. Pola Negri 
starred. From play ‘‘The Second Life,’’ by 
Bernauer and Osterreicher. Adaptation by 
Doris Anderson. Screen play by Jean de 
Limur. Julian Johnson, titles. At Para- 
mount, New York, week April 22. Running 
time, 68 minutes. 


Baroness Gerda Wallentin...... Pola Negri 
Warner Baxter 
Count Dietrich Wallentin...... Paul Lukas 


Count Hellemuth Wallentin, 
Anders Randolph 


Raoul) Stanislaw.......... Tullio Carminato 
Valet to Dietrich........ ... Anton Vaverka 


Prince von Scherson, 
William von Hardenberg 
Baroness Hilda Brings....Olga Baclanova 


One of those supposedly worldly- 
wise plays of polite European soci- 
ety and Continental locale of great 
elegance. Pretty thin material for 
an hour’s film running. Magnificent 
physical production, but another 
story which offers Pola Negri a pale 
role for her vivid type of acting. 
It’s a programmer of moderate 
worth, dependent upon the star’s 
name. 

Very artificial people, and plot 
is based on the hard-to-take suppo- 
sition that a man meets the wife he 
has wronged perhaps five years 
after and, failing to recognize her, 
falls in love with her all over again. 
This isn’t a particularly thrilling 
situation. The principal appeal of 
the picture for women is that it 
furnishes Negri with opportunity to 
wear some stunning clothes and ap- 
pear in a white wig; which makes 
her more beautiful than any dis- 
guise she has lately assumed. It is 
another merit that the drama moves 
{n surroundings and atmopshere of 
high life, always an asset in the 
picture theatre. 

The production has to make its 
way on these grounds, for its story 
is without punch, develops in leis- 
urely style and is loosely woven. It 
was probably picked because it 
seemed appropriate to put Miss 
Negri back in the atmosphere of 
Continental polite society, in which 
she first came before the American 
public, surroundings to which this 
exotic actress properly belongs. 

As the picture comes upon ‘the 
screen it is the settings, the pic- 
torial accessories that are of inter- 
est, while the story material itself is 
tiresome. Pola Negri, dressed in a 
dream creation of an evening zown, 
wearing a white wig and presiding 
over the gaming tables of a Paris 


casino, is a spectacle to create talg 
among the fans, the women fang 
particularly. But they will reject ag 
absurd most of the pumped-up dra- 
matic situations. 

The play is old fashioned in its 
artificial motivation and there isn’t 
a spark of humor in the whole busi- 
ness, Under the circumstances it 
to be expected that the acting 
be stilted and false as the play. 

Rush. 


Dans L’Ombre du Harem 


(“In the Shadow of the Harem”) 
(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, April 13. 

Excellent French-made pict 
which has met with a flattering ree 
ception. Produced by Leon Mathot 
and Andre Liabel, it forms another 
of the Oriental series of late. Initia} 
release of the new Paris Interna- 
tional Films Co. through the Franco 
Film Corp. 

Scenario is taken from a drama 
by Lucien Besnard. Montfort, an 
engineer residing with his wife and 
infant son in one of the North Afri- 
can protectorates, carries on a flir~ 
tation with Djebellen’nour, favorite 
of the ruler of the country, Emir 
Abd-en-Nacer, whom he chanced to 
meet in the palace. The clandestine 
rendezvous take place in the home 
of Lella, sister of the princess. 

A rival denounces them, and all 
the women folk are thrown into 
prison. As for Montfort, the emir 
swears to get even with the Euro- 
pean. A few days later Montfort’s 


NOW APPEARING IN 


Edward L. Hyman’s 
Stanley Units 


Week Apri 2 
New York Strand 


No. 2 Unit of SEROVA DANCERS 
Appearing Now in “GRANADA” at 
The STANLEY, PHILADELPHIA 


Direction SONIA SEROVA 
MARK STRAND, B’KLYN, N. Y. 


M. of C. & S. B. L. 


Worth Publix 


“Press..’— And after 
all the stage band f& 
the best part of thse 
show consistently. Few 
bands could pull out a 
sax player and drummer 
and put them over with 
such success as Morey 
does.—W. R. H. 


CARLOS DOROTHY 


DANCING PAR VERSATILITY 
4TH CONSECUTIVE YEAR WITH FANCHON AND MARCO 


Versatility 


HOWARD EMERSON 


and ORCHESTRA 
THE LAST WORD IN STAGE PRESENTATIONS 

Qpened April 9th, RIVOLI, BALTIMORE, for Extended Engagement 

Direction ARTHUR SPIZZI 


Showmanship 


KRATHR YN LEWIS 


, “A NEW PERSONALITY IN SONG” 


THIS WEEK (APRIL 21), PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


ENTIRE PUBLiX CIRCUIT TO FOLLOW 
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o4 


LANDRY 


Sez 


PAUL 
ASH 


I'm doing some new 
stuff; imitators catch me 
at the 


Paramount, 
New York 


This Week (April 21) in 
Frank Cambria’s 
“Swanee Moon” Unit 


Direction WM. MORRIS 


child is kidnaped, and the mother is 
informed by an anonymous letter 
that the emir has had her son re- 
moved to his harem. : 

The child will not be harmed and 
will be returned to the mother if 
she consents to visit the palace for 
one night. The governor and the 
woman both entreat the emir to 
forego this terrible vengeance of “an 
eye for an eye,” but as Montfort 
first offended, the Oriental insists 
on the price of the wife's sacrifice to 
save her child. 

However, the emir respects the 
woman, insisting, nevertheless, on 
letting the husband believe she had 
become his mistress. Later the sit- 
uation is explained, with Montfort 
obtaining his wife’s pardon. 

Leon Mathot impersonated the 
ruler in fine style. Louise Lagrange 
was the wife, and her sincerity con- 
tributed much to the realistic im- 
pression. Several interesting scenes 
with good photographic work of 
sacred customs of the Arab chiefs. 

Kendrew. 


BURNING DAYLIGHT 


i st National production and release. Di- 
rected by Wid Gunning from the story by 
Jack London. Starring Milton Sills, with 
Doris Kenyon featured. At Strand, New 
York, week April 21. Running time, over 
60 mins. 

Burning Daylight.......+....-.-Milton Sills 
Dutch Oven Danny......--..-Arthur Stone 
French Louie....- Williams 
Jack McDonald 
Martha Winton 
Johnson....... Hagney 
The Stranger...... »Harry Northrup 
Percival Blake...ee. 
Edwin 
John 


Breese 
..Howard Truesdale 


Not the kind of a picture to please 
attendance at the first runs. Pri- 
marily of the blood and thunder va- 
riety, it belongs in the neighbor- 
hoods, the second and third runs and 
so on down the list. With Sills con- 
sidered a fairly reliable draw it 
should do reasonably well in its 
place. 

Action in Alaska, with a couple of 
well done fist fights, is strong and 
gripping, but strong man stuff ap- 
plied too broadly in spots. Contin- 
uity is jumpy and sub-titles carry 
too much of the burden of telling 
the story. 

Comedy light, resting on the ab- 
surdities of miners suddenly wealthy. 
in society Construction of many of 
the situations rough and mechanical 
especially the punch soene near the 
finish, when Burning Daylight makes 
the San Franctseo brokers return 
the millions they stole. Here the 
girl who has sponsored his entrance 
into society and introduced him to 
the financier who later fleeced him 
on the stock market, crashes into 
the room with some remark about 
the “sucker,” the latter appearing 
from behind the door. 

Sills has a good role but not as 
effective as it might have been with 
proper screen adaptation. It should 
have been the story of the Squiu,'e- 
shooting gambler, jumping from 
Alaskan gold fields to the stock ex- 
change merely because the stakes 
were higher. Instead it deviated 
into many channels, detracting from 
the interest and weakening the story. 

Doris Kenyon makes a suitable 
iead opposite Sills but the character- 
ization of a dance hall girl who will 
only sing to entertain men cannot be 
conveyed realistically. 


Ask the Man 
Who Played It! 


Still Going Big!! 


SEND US YOUR 
OPEN TIME 
PERCENTAGE ONLY 


WOMEN ONLY 


MEN ONLY 


SAMUEL CUMMINS 
Public Welfare Pictures Corp. 
723 Seventh Ave., New York City 


| 


|ing and gesturing drama lays 
{open to all 
| Besides which there's the pianist ir 
ithe pit doing “effects.” 


| house. 
when 


THE PLAY GIRL 


Fox production and release. Starring 
Madge Bellamy and featuring Johnny Mack 
Brown and Walter McGrail. Directed by 
Arthur Rosson. Titled by N. Z. McLeod, 
with R. J. Bergquist photographer. At 
Roxy, New York, week of April 21. Run- 
ning time, 50 minutes. 

Bradley Lane...... Johnny Mack HKrown 
David Courtney............ Walter McGrail 
Greek Belmore 

i nderweight comedy picture that 
‘lasses among those entries which 
ire just able to poke their nose past 
the post to stay in the money. 
Nothing to get excited about, with 
the film’s best point the kidding of 
ihe girl by the semi-heavy when she 
resents his advances after coming 
to the latter’s apartment for an iso- 
ated dinner. It’s almost as weak as 
a former Bellamy film which Fox 
iet the Keith-Albee Hippodrome 
nave over on Sixth avenue. 

N. Z. McLeod's titles hold a 
couple of laughs and are sprinkled 
with smiles to give this release a 
50 per cent. entertainment rating. 
The star has looked and worked 
better in other pictures, here de- 
pending upon an undressing com- 
edy sequence to get her across. 
Clara, Corinne, Dot M. and Madg: 
have become the screen's principal 
mannequins for lingerie; all have a 
habit of looking pretty good when 
so presented, and as the studios 
have found this formula hoids its 
b. oO<;. advantages, the angle may 
again be okay in the case of “The 
Play Girl.” 

It’s another instance of the girl 
hurling her gifts in the face of the 
doner until she’s forced to grab 
male clothing for coverage, only to 
discover the rescuing garment is a 
swallow-tail coat. Previously Wal- 
ter McGrail has cynically applaud- 
ed Madge's indignant demonstra- 
tions at his advances, aiso asking 
her if she does “Camille.” Action 
gets down to a chase basis at one 
time. 

Story starts out with Madge as 
a salesgirl] in a hotel florist shop, 
where she meets young Lane in 
Courtney’s rooms upon delivery of 
some posies and with Lane unaware 
of her presence and skipping about 
in athletie shirt and trunks. Losing 
her job leads to Millie (Miss Gar- 
vin) suggesting that Madge become 
a good-time Annie, and the latter 
starts out to learn the way of her 
mercenary girl friend. Following 
the predicament with Courtney, 
Madge decides’she doesn’t want to 
play around and okays Lane’s ideas 
on marriage, 

Brown is reputed a former Coast 
sridiron luminary who looks all 
right but needs interference by di- 
rectors before he'll threaten to break 
loose behind the juvenile lines. Mc- 
Grail does well as the hero's lawyer 
with a femme complex, while Anita 
Garvin fills the role of the philan- 
dering girl friend full of advice. For 
Miss Bellamy it's an ordinary piece 
of work from all angles. 

Arthur Rosson dirccted and Berg- 
quist camecrac?, the making 
some good-looking interiors sé.°én 
that way. Rosson refrained from 
nadding a weak script, so that the 
picture is on and off 10 minutes un- 
der the hour. 

Just a comedy, and a Hght one 
that will need stage show oxygen in 
the better houses and is best srited 
to split weeks. Sid. 


THE MATINEE IDOL 


Columbia production and release, Star- 
ring Bessie Love. Directed by F. RK. Capra. 
(ast includes Johnny Walker, Ernest Hil- 
liard, Lionel Beimore and David Mr. At 
liippodrome, New York, April 23. 
Kunning time, 66 minutes, 


Solid laugh and hoke picture with 
a misfit title Just shy of rating a 
;}demonstration in any of the program 
ihouses. As it stands the film is 


suretire for those abodes using split- | 


week policies and doesn't need a 
second feature to bolster. A few 
more thousands spread between pro- 


|duction and cust would have made! 


{this one worthy the de luxe sites 
|across the country. 
| Main appeal lies in the broad his- 
| trionics of a ter. troupe doing a Civil 
| The company 
| rotten a revue producer engages 
'them for his Broadway show for 
{laughs. They’re a New York com- 
iedy riot and che ingenue’s heart is 
| broken, Meanwhile, and through 
circumstances, the blackface star of 
;}the musical (Johnny Walker) has 
; played @ northern soldier super un- 
der the canvas and, due to the cork 
t his identity from the 


is able to hide 


War drama. is so 


show's 


duughter of the traveling 
| proprietor when they reach New} 
| York 
Opening night in the big town 
when the girl realizes how she and | 
the players have been duped, flight | 
nto a downpour brings the male | 
“ar in pursuit, and when the rain 
washes away his makeup she sees 


it's the boy who has 
in her company as a soldier. 
The story finishes in the 
again, with the “name” comedian 
once more applying for a job in the 
giri’s conipany. 
i It's @ picture 
'have a circus with. 


“Sticks 


a good organist can 
pas 

The chest heav- 

itsel: 


kinds of kidding 


The first tirmne it was flashed they 
laugned from their toes in this 
The second time, supposedly | 
the “actors” are seriously 
working in the Broadway house, 
they laughed some more if not quite 
so loud. Titles are a decided help, 
and Miss Love's youngster who has 
the entire responsibility of the 


sobs | 


been working | 


troupe on her shoulders, and who is 
just 4s bad as any of ‘em, is as good 
a piece of work as she's been seen in 
in some time, 

Walker doesn’t particularly im- 
press as the Broadwiuy star, and the | 
remainder of the cast just suffices 
Capra, directing, passed up chances 
to emphasize the pathos when the 
girl and father realize their per- 
formance is being laughed at, al- 
though he's allowed the miss to walk 
down to the footlights and do a Dick 
Bennett in bawling out the premiere 
house—which they take as more 
comedy. A traveling camera to a 
closeup in at least one spot might 
have brought a lump to many a 
throat, but the film is too concerned 
with laughs. All of which it gets. 
and that’s fair enough. 

For a coimpany that has a rep for: 
building its pictures around titles, 
“The Matinee Idol” as a name is a 
cluck for this Columbia release. It 
has no direct bearing on the story 
and may make prospective patrons 
skeptical. However, once they're in 
there'll be no doubt that they'll like 
it. 

Any house that wants to take this 
picture for laughs only, first rou- 
tining it from the pit orchestra or 
organ for kidding, with music and 
effects, can’t help but send it over, 
and should make a good laughing 
feature of it. Nid. 


SHOOTIN’ IRONS 

Paramount production and release. Dt- 
rected by Richard Rosson. Adaptation by 
J. W. Ruben and Sam Mintz from nove! 
“Arizona Bound,"’ by Richard Arlen. Harry 
Gerrard, cameraman. In the cast: Jack 
Iuden, Sally Blane, Fred Kohler, Richard 
Coryle. At Tivoli, New York, one day, 
April 11, as half double biH. Running 
time, % mina. 


“Shootin’ Irons” is one of those 
westerns where they worked and 
worked on the story with, the hope 
of achieving a novel finis. This 
Paramount seems to have accom- 
plished by averting a double hang- 
ing in proving that the stage coach 
was held up by the hero only that 
he could save his sweetheart’s 
father from arrest; and that, after 
all, the police were after the wrong 
man. 

Although the yarn is one of the 
most unconvincing that Paramount 
has turned out in a long time, yet 
the usual riding and gun-toting will 
carry it through with western audi- 
ences. The romance arouses only 
a minimum of interest and sym- 
pathy, because Sally Blane’s pan 
simply refuses to respond to the 
director’s coaxing fer emotion. 
Studio tears fall when occasion de- 
mands, but the mouth remains a 
slightly curved line. , 

Jack Luden entertains, but the 
story curbs his ability in that it 
inspires him with a gusto and 
strength which enables him to carry 
on through nearly half of the foot- 
age with a bullet in his shoulder. 
Despite the wound, which at first 
lays him low, he is able to ride, 
shoot and even engage in a fistic 


encounter with the heavy Ired 
Kohler. As Kuhie: is réaily heavy, 
it makes the battle, in view of the | 
other odds, worse claptrap than 
micht be expected in some quickies. 

Kor Kohler, it must be said that 
“Shootin’ Irons” gives him a chance 
to show what he could do in a real 
Story. 


BENNY 


MEROFF 


CUTE, EH! 


Breaking All Records 
Marks Bros. Granada 
and 
Marbro Theatres, 
Chicago, IIl., Indefinitely 


NORTH 


Says 


PAUL 


Can’t Miss 


and 


LANDRY 


Agrees With Me 


Have two weeks open, 


Sept. 4 and 11, 1929 


This Week (April 21) 
Paramount, 


New York 


WITH 
Frank Cambria’s 
“Swanee Moon’ Unit 


Direction WM. MORRIS 
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Wednesday, April 25, 1928 


Walter J Kingsley 


Leaving K-A-0 


To Become Ziegsy’s Publicity Head 


In Charge of Vaude Circuit’s New York Publicity for 
15 Years—Broke Big Time Into New York Dailies 


Another important member, Wal- 
ter J. Kingsley, of the Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum staff is leaving the vaude- 
ville organization, after an associa- 
tion of 15 years as its genera! pub- 
licity director for New York. Others 
directly attached to K-A-O recent- 
ly departing are Larry Golde and 
I. R. Samuels, both high-geared 
beokers. Several former K-A agents 
are now also on their own. 

Kingsley leaves this week tc as- 
sume charge of the general pub- 
licity for Flo Ziegfeld, including the 
Ziegfeld attractions and Ziegfeld 
theatre, New York. 

The rew connection seems a 
logical spot for Kingsley, who is 
looked upon as a class press agent, 
having become invaluable to the K- 
A-O outfit through his personal 
friendship with the dramatic men 
of the metropolitan dailies. By rea- 
son of this close communion Kings- 
ley was enabled for the first time to 
induce dailies of the rank of the 
New York “Times” and “Herald 
Tribune” to give recognition to big 
time vaudeville in reviews and in 
the papers’ Sunday amusement col- 
umns. Much of the readable mat- 
ter printed in the Sunday amuse- 
ment sections were furnished by 
Kingsley. He also frequently con- 
tributed to the New York dailies 
on vaudeville and its personalities, 
under his own signature, the latter 
a distinct mark for a publicity di- 
rector. 

Built Good Will 

At the head of the extremely ac- 
tive Ziegfeld press department, 
Kingsley will feel easily at home. 
His long acquaintance with Zieggy 
brought him the position, following 
Bernard Sobel accepting the Anne 
Nichols appointment of p. a., leav- 
ing the Zieggy post vacant. 

Kingsley during his 15 years 
with the Keith office established 
himself there, additionally to his 
press work, as an information bu- 
reau for the reporters on tire dailies 
Or any matter pertaining to the 
Btage show as. 


borrowed by the men of the dailies. 


This brought Kingsley great 
measure of good will from the 
newspaper men that he _ often 


found handy in exploiting the 
Keith-Albee New York houses or 
their head. 

Big Time Faded 


With big time vaudeville almost 
totally disappeared and the Keith- 
A:bee-Orpheum circuit left in the 
category of the small time division, 
there has been little materia] to 
build up on for live publicity of 
the character the dailies demand, 
drawing narrower weekly the range 
of K-A publicity. This has been 
noted by the show people, and al- 
though it is known that K-A badly 
wanted Kingsley to reconsider his 
resignation, the new Zieggy ap- 
pointee goes on the job there next 
week. . 

Messrs. Samuels and Golde left 
the K-A organization to develop 
new booking and agenting ventures 
ot their own. Samuels had been 
with K-A for over 15 years, having 
rejuvenated some of its failing vaude 
theatres around New York, while 
Golde, who was whh K-A for 23 
years, had charge of what has been 
concedei as the toughest vaude 
booking assignment in this coun- 
try. At times Golde: has handled 
the bookings for 31 split week 
houses, with a weekly salary limit, 
obliging him to constantly ask for 
cut salaries from acts. 

Apparently, appreciation in one 
manner anvther has been 
neglected, with the departing K-A 
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William Morris 


CALL BOARD 


Your Headquarters Abroad: 
WILLIAM MORRIS 
39 Champs Elysees 

Paris 


Spring Grief 


The usua)] spring grief con- 
ventions of vaude and legit 
actors are on. Panic-talking 
actors are passing the word 
that everything is terrible. 

A smart vaude_ producer 
pointed out recently that the 
managers and bookers wel- 
comed the actor talk which 
starts regularly the latter 
part of March and makes the 
summer extend five of the 
twelve months. “Summer” in 
the theatre means buying tal- 
ent cheaper. 


men rejecting overtures to con- 
tinue. 

At the present moment Kingsley 
is deemed a decided loss to the K- 
A line-up. His possible successor 
who may be able to maintain the 
Kingsley enviable vaudeville pub- 
licity record is unnamed as yet, if 
he may be located. 


When Trotsky Ran Photos 


In an announcement send out by 
the Ziegfeld executive, Sam Kings- 
ton, announcing the Kingsley cap- 
ture, it mentioned he had public- 
ized the Mikado of Japan and the 
German Kaiser before going with 
Keith’s, Another exhilarating ex- 
perience by Mr. Kingsley, although 
he may not be aware of it, is that 
at one time he had working for 
him at $1 daily to run photos to 
rewspaper offices the greatest and 
most rabid revolutionist the world 
has ever known, Trotsky, who was 
the dietator of Russia after the 
overthrow, for, five years. He is 
now in exile (Trotsky, not Walter). 

When a leg man for Kingsley, 
Trotsky lived on the lower east 
side, New York, when he told to 
those who would listen what must 
be done to oust the Czar. Down 
there they wouldn’t listen. so Trot- 
sky went over to Russia and did 


it—.Bustine mn a_dynastv of ati 
years to prove a theory was but 
the day’s work for Trotsky, 


H. Wardell Goes Films 


Los Angeles, April 24. 

Harry Wardell has turned picture 
actor. Wardell has attempted every 
other occupation during his short 
life. He has been confidential sec- 
retary to Al Jolson, Jolson’s under- 
study, Jolson’s business manager in 
outside affairs, and was in fact Jo)- 
son’s man Friday, 

When Jolson arrived on the coast 
last week Wardell was with him 
and had a contract in his pocket 
calling for his services an an actor 
at the Warner Brothers’ Studios 
during the next three months. He 
began his picture career this week 
playing the butler in one of the 
Vitaphone productions. 


W. C. Fields Asks $7,500 


W. C. Fields is in New York from 
Hollywood. The screen comedian 
wants to picture house it for a few 
weeks and is asking for $7,500 
through Billy Grady of the William 
Morris Agency. 

Fields will do his golf act and also 
some of the skits from the Ziegfeld 
“Pollies.” 


Edgar Allan Woolf Service 

Chrystal Herne and Schuyler Ladd 
are among the accounts now being 
serviced by Edgar Allan Woolf, the 
over-night author of um-teen vaude- 
ville sketches. Both acts will be 
seen shortly. 


Walmsley’s Act Reviving 
Frank Walmsley has abandoned 
an act written for him by Billy K. 
Wells. He has gone to Chicago to 
revive his old act with Mrs. 
Walmsley. 


Coast’s M. C.’s 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
Phil Lampkin has resigned as 
master of ceremonies at the Dome, 
Ocean Park, and is returning east. 
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Bobby Gilbert, another Fanchon 


Foster’s “Web Creation” 
Claim Upheld in Court 


Leo Post's suit to enjoin Allen K. 
Foster from notifying the profes- 
sion that Post’s web dance act was 
an infringement was adjudicated by 
Justice Sherman in New York Su- 
preme Court in Foster's favor. 

Foster’s contention that he created 
the web act at the Hippodrome, 
introducing “Variety's” criticisms of 
the act, was sustained by the court, 
which opined that in view of the 
conflicting elements presented in 
the matter Post was not entitled to 
an injunction. 

Post, formerly a Hip clown at $35 
a week, was taken into Foster's em- 
ploy at $100 a week as dancing mas- 
ter. Post has the 16 Post Orange 
Blossom Girls in vaudeville, which 
act Foster stopped through common 
law protection in the trade on noti- 
fication via Kendler & Goldstein, 
his attorneys, that Post’s act in- 
fringed on the Foster web girls. 

This Post sought to prevent, 
claiming that the web idea was 
patented many years ago by others 
than Foster and that it is not a 
Foster dance creation. 

At one time the Amalgamated 
cancelled Post’s act but later asked 
Foster for a special week’s dispen- 
sation and permit the Post Orange 
Blossom Girls to play in order to 
eliminate booking confusion at the 
last moment. To this Allen agreed. 


Linder’s Fluke Hit 
Has Many Partners 


Jack Linder’s success with his in- 
itial flier at legit producing, Mae 
West in “Diamond Lil” at the 
Royale, New York, has given Linder 
a strong yen for further-legit pro- 
ducing. The West show bettered 
$8,000 on its break-in Holy Week 
at the Shubert-Teller, Brooklyn, and 
got $16.000 on its opening week at 
the Royale. 

Linder has assumed complete 
managerial charge of “Diamond 
Lil,” doing a double header of su- 
pervising his independent vaude 
agency bookings by day, and count- 
ing up for the West shov at night. 

Linder is reported as having sev- 
eral out of town independent vaude 


An agency demand show 
Was dtho in evidence last week with 
probably. the smart mob figuring 
it as part of its slummir program 
because of the locale of the piece. 
Chatham Square of 30 years ago. 
when this was the central vein of 
New York’s night ife. 

Linder’s entrance to the legit field 
was little more than a “fluke.” His 
brother, Mark Linder, had authored 
a piece called “Chatham Square” 
which inveigled Linder for a piece 
of it. Mae West came along and 
revised ‘it as “Diamond Lil.” 


Cantor Free for Parties, 
But Zieggy Costs Him 6 G’s 


Florenz Ziegfeld’s attorneys ruled 
it was okay for Eddie Cantor to 
play a special party for the Schles- 
singer family in Washington, which 
Billy Grady of the Willlam Morris 
office booked. Fowler and Tamara 
and their South American Marimba 
Orchestra also appeared at the 
social function. 

Zieggy is still adamant against 
Cantor’s date for a Fox picture 
house. Cantor can collect six e's 
at Fox’s, Philadelphia, if Zieggy 
changes his mind about holding the 
comedian to his exclusive contract. 


After Bremen Flyers 


Several booking agents were 
active late last week trying to tie 
up the services of Captain Koehl, 
Baron Von Huenefeld and Lieut. 
Fitzmaurice, German-lIrish trans- 
Atlantic flyers, for vaude and pic- 
ture house engagements. 

M. S. Bentham, through his Lon- 
don representatives, Parnell and 
Zeitlin, started negotiations with the 
trio shortly before the Bremen took 
off from Dublin, with nothing def- 
inite decided. 


MARRIED COUPLE IN SKETCH 


Ruth Hammond, who appeared in 
the original cast of “Saturday’s 
Children” and her husband, Donald. 
now a principal with “Paris Bound,” 
may play waude in a sketch by Tom 
Cushing. 


New Canaan’s Cop 


Danbury, Conn., April 24. 

Acts making the jump from 
New York to this state by auto 
will do well to avoid New 
Canaan. Saturday one of the 
acts bound for Brewster hap- 
pened through “the next stop 
to Heaven,” and was halted by 
a policeman who demanded to 
gee the actor's license. 

“Wher’ you from?” the po- - 
liceman asked. 

“Philadelphia,” 
actor. 

“Then what are you doing 
with Pennsylvania markers on 
your car?” queried the officer. 


replied the 


JACK WILSON WITH K-A 


Comedian Given Salary and Route 
After Four Years With Loew's 


Four years ago Jack Wilson, the 
blackface headlining comedian, left 
the Keith-Albee available list to 
take up his contracted stay with 


Loew’s at the salary he had de- 
manded of K-A, 

Wilson has remained with Loew’s 
for four years, playing almost con- 
tinuously and, of course, many re- 
turn dates. 

Last week K-A sent for Wilson. 
They wanted him back and got him, 
but at the salary he had previously 
demanded and which they had re- 
jected. 

Jack Wilson was one of vaude- 
ville’s first standard artists to de- 
cide to go with the circuit that 
would pay him his salary, an ex- 
hibition of independence in those 
days almost unkncwn in vaudeville. 
where the then mighty name of 
Keitu’s was concerned. Later on, 
the rushaway from Keith’s made its 
bookers dizzy. Picture houses as 
well as the other circuits bought 
and paid the acts, and the scarcity 
of standard comedy turns on the 
K-A bills became alarmingly ap- 
parent. 


Marvin’s Gold Uke 


For Prince of Wales 
Johnny Marvin sails May 5 on the 


managers in on the show with him. J 


“Leviathan” to open May 14 at the 
Mi Sat weeks 
options, booked by T. D. Kemp, Jr. 
Marvin recorded eight numbers for 
Victor the past week to be ahead on 
his disk catalog prior to sailing. 
A special stunt in which the Har- 
mony Co. of Chicago, ukelele manu- 
facturers, is backing up Marvin ts 
the presentation of a specially gold- 
engraved uke to the Prince of Wales 
with David Windsor’s coat-of-arms 
and seal embossed thereon, 
Marvin also takes over 10,000 
miniature ukes for throwaways at 
the cafe, 


Well, Well—Abe Sails! 


Frances Arms, with her husband, 
Abe Lastfogel, of the William 
Morris Agency, will sail April 2§ 
on the ‘Ile de France’ for Paris 
on a combined business-pleasure 
trip to supervise the opening of 
Morris’ Paris branch at 39 Champs 
Elysees. Lastfogel will designate a 
French representative while abroad. 
At present Harry Pilcer and one of 
Edmund Sayag’s staff are in charge. 

On the same boat Fred and Tom 
Waring and Waring’s' Pennsy!l- 
vanians are going over to open for 
Morris at Sayag’s Ambassadeurs in 
Paris. 


Brox Sisters Splitting 


The Brox Sisters are splitting it 
up, deciding to go it alone pro- 
fessionally, 

Lorraine Brox is coming east for a 
production, the other two Broxes 
remaining on the west coast. One 
of them, Buster, recently married 
William Perlberg, the agent, at- 
tached to the William Morris West 
coast office, 


MARVIN’S P. A. ABROAD 


Minneapolis, April 17. 
Frank Burke, press agent for the 
Hennepin-Orpheum, has a leave of 
absence to go to London with John- 
ny Marvin as his publicity maker. 
Burke will sail May 65. 


Frank Keenan's Skit 
Frank Keenan’s legit, is entering 
vaudeville in “The Second Per- 
formance.” Leah May, Marshall 


and Marco protege, succeeds him. 


The latter expects to obtain a re- 
lease from hig present contract. 


Bredford and Adelyn Bushnell com- 
Prise support cast. 


DURANTE BOYS TAKE 
PALACE SEASON RECORD 


And Eddie Jackson Got Three 
Shower Baths Before the 
Monday Matinee 


Durante, Claytofi and Jackson 
broke the Palace’s, New York, box 
office record for this season last 
week, appearing for the first time in 
a Keith-Albee house. The boys 
would have been held over for this 


week, but the 70-minute Harry Car- 
roll production turn at the Palace 
currently prevented. 


{t is said that the Parody nite 
club entertainers will shortly re- 
turn to the Palace, remaining for 
perhaps three weeks and changing 
their material weekly. The boys 
have nearly 60 routines to select 
from. 


When the three-act opened at the 
Palace and before the first matinee 
Monday, Eddie Jackson took three 
shower baths. Lou Clayton re- 
monstrated with him, asking what 
he was cleaning up for so heavily, 
but Eddie said the shower was there 
(dressing room) and so why not 
use it? He really took other two 
baths, as Eddie later explained, for 
Lou and Jimmy Durante. 


During the first performance, 
Jimmy, who always plays the piano 
for Eddie, as Eddie will not work 
without Jimmy at the keys, found 
that one of the two pianos on the 
stage and the one he had started to 
play, was badly out of tune. Jimmy 
is a two-fingered piano player and 
can only play with the two fingers 
of his right hand. 


Jimmy Nonplussed 


While Eddie was singing and 
Jimmy sotto-voiced to Lou stand- 
ing near that the plano would 
ruin the song, Lou’ suggested 
that Jimmy make a comedy run 
over to the other piano, but Jimmy 
asked in reply how he could do 
that and still look at the audience 
while using the right hand fingers? 

During their Palace week the bovs 
got some rave notices in the New 
Yord dailies. At the same time the 
Parody Club, where thetrio is -:gu- 


larly engaged, had a hummin;s wees 
of buslilesst 


Wayburn Staged 40 
Junior League Shows 


Ned Wayburn staged, personally 
or by proxy, 40 amateur “Follies” 
for the Junior Leagues of America 
this season. The total of Junior 
Leagues in the country is 97. 

The Junior Leagues regard theme 
selv+-s ,and are generally regarded 
by others, as composed of the 
daughters of the best (not al- 
ways the richest) families in any 
city in which there is an organizae 
tion. 

Wayburn has a large assortment 
of skits by the '!ate Tommy Grey, 
used by the Junior Leagues regue 
larly. 


Weedon’s Fighter 


George Weedon, of the Pat Casey 
Agency, has uncovered a young 
scrapper, Jimmy Sullivan, from 
Florida. 

Weedon took young Sullivan to 
Jack Sharkey’s camp in New Jere 
sey and had him fight a round with 
Jack. The showing of Sullivan 
elated Sharkey. 

Sharkey invited Sullivan to spend 
a week or so in his camp where & 
daily settoo with the gloves is ex- 
pected to improve the latter’s ring 
style. Sullivan’s weight is 166 
pounds. 


SHEA ON LAWYER’S STAFF 


William Shea, who resigned from 
the booking staff of the K-A-O Cir- 
cuit several weeks ago, has accepted 
a berth with Dudley Field Malone, 
international lawyer. 

Shea has been appointed chief of 
the investigating staff of the at 
torney. 


Connelly-Wenrich Talker 
Los Angeles, April 24. 

Dolly Connelly and Percy Wene 
rich, formerly teamed in vaudeville, 
will make a Vitaphone record for 
Warner Bros. 

They were signed through the 
local William Morris office. 
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THREW CLUBS 
CURRENT CHICAGO DIVORCES 


Chicago ,April 24. 

“Imagine,” says Sigma _ Cotter, 
“working with a husband who falls 
in love with a girl on every bill he 
plays. And when I happen to men- 
tion the subject, he lifts his trusty 
right and whams away at me.” 
Stating she’s had plenty of these 
socks, Sigma has filed suit for di- 
vorce through Attorney Phil R. Da- 
vis. The Cotters have worked to- 
gether in vaude for quite a few 
years as Andrea and Cotter. They 
were married in 1917 but broke up 
the act early this year in separa- 
tion. 

Another charge natural to vaude- 
ville has been filed by Jean Bran- 
ton in her suit against Harry Bran- 
ton. The Brantons did club juggling 
under the billing of LaVerne and 
Branton, It's Jean's contention 
that Harry cunningly worked 
cruelty right into the act. She 
threw the clubs to him, and he 
threw them back at—not to—her. 
This went on for some time, says 
Jean, and she finally started the 
act each performance with an emo- 
tion akin to that of facing a firing 
squad. Mrs. Branton is represented 
by Phil Davis. 

Marie fWiliatraulp (Marie Filly), 
appearing here in “Sidewalks of 
New York,” has started divorce pro- 
ceedings through Attorney L. A. 
Weisskopf against Anthony Filia- 
traulp, a non-pro. She claims she 
was deserted. in 1919 after three 
years of wedlock. 


Cross-Suit Wins 


Attorney Davis has also written 
out a nice new divorce decree for 
Peggy Peterson, who works in pic- 
tures under the name of Peggy Ru- 
tan, mostly doubling. Donald Peter- 
son, non-pro, deserted her while she 
was in a hospital, says Peggy, and 
has not been seen since. 

After Mona Kearney started suit 
against Robert Kearney and with- 
drew it, Attorney Davis filed a cross 
bill for Robert and got him a di- 
vorce. The charge was cruelty, par- 
ticularly referring to a little inci- 
dent where Mona is claimed to have 
lost her temper and batted the les- 
ser half with a golf stick. Mona is 
in the “G. V. Follies,” and her erst- 
while hubby plays dramatics. Un- 
daunted by one experience, Robert 
will shortly undergo another mar- 
riage ceremony, this time with Bun- 
ny Moore of “Artists And Models.” 

Marie Euler chorine at the Rialto 
stock burlesque temple, was award- 
ed a divorce from George Euler on 
grounds of desertion. The marriage 
lasted five months. L. A. Weisskopf 
represented Marie. 


JACK CONWAY FRISKED 


Trunk Stolen Off Car on Way Back 
to New York 


Dallas, April 24. 

Jack Conway (Variety) slipped 
away from here with his mother 
and auto, without a trunk. His car 
had been frisked while Jack and 
Mrs. Conway were looking at the 
tall buildings. Had it been any 
other car they would probably have 
taken that too. 

The Conways are roading it from 
Los Angeles back to Broadway. 
Jack doesn’t know how or when the 
detached trunk departed. He had 
Strapped it on the rear of the car. 
With Mrs. Conway, a scenery gazer, 
and her son a deep thinking driver, 
there’s some surprise the thieves 
didn’t take the stuff out of the trunk 


to save the bother of lugging it 
away, 

Inside were four of Conway’ 
Suits, three accumulated in L. A., 


and already shot. Mrs. Conway's 
heaviest loss is five gowns, although 
She also must listen to Jack’s ex- 
Planations of how it happened for 
the remainder of the trip. They 
should be in New York about the 
end of this week if Jack can hang 
onto the ear. 


Coutts’ Jersey One-Niters 


John Coutts added 


Ageney has 


the Hawthorne, Hawthorne, N. J.,| 
and Washington, Washington, N. | 
to its list of one nighters playing |: 
vaude road shows Wednesday and): 
Thursday nights. | 
Acquisition of the above gives | 
Coutts two weeks of one nighters in | 
New Jersey territory, each playing 
1 ad show. of five acts and featur 


JIMMY MORGAN SORE 
AT FATTY ARBUCKLE 


Included Also Sydney Cohen, 
Fattv’s Manager—Wasted 
Paris Trip 


Jimmy Morgan reached New York 
last week on the same boat with 
Fatty Arbuckle, with whom he had 
appeared for two weeks at the Em- 
pire, Paris. Jimmy was burning up. 
He charged Fatty, also Fatty’s 
manager, Sydney Cohen, with un- 
fair treatment and bad faith. 

Morgan says that Cohen repre- 
sented when asking him to go to 


Paris with the Arbuckle act that 
Arbuckle was booked for five weeks 
at the Empire. On the boat going 
over, Jimmy said, he was informed 
they had but two weeks at the Em- 
pire, with no other time abroad as 
Cohen also had stated, mentioning 
Berlin for eight more weeks, Jimmy 
asserted. 

Having left New York’ with 
Arbuckle, after sidestepping an en- 
gagement with a Publix unit, and 
also to give his wife, Betty Morgan, 
a little relief from steady work, 
Jimmy felt badly over the misin- 
formation. He opened with the act 
and from the account from Paris 
was the single one to score in it, 
at the disastrous premiere when the 
Arbuckle turn floundered badly. 


Expected New Act 


Following the two weeks at the 
Empire, Cohen said he intended to 
return to New York and left ahead 
of Arbuckle and Morgan, also 
Frankie James who had been in the 
Arbuckle turn. Jimmy elaims he had 
received an excellent proposition in 
Paris but was_ persuaded by 
Arbuckle to return to New York 
with him. Arbuckle says Jimmy told 
he was through with Cohen and 
that he and Jimmy would work c : 
a new act, under their own manage- 
ment. 

That Arbuckle was through with 
Cohen was repeated several times 
on the boat, Jimmy stated. Arriv- 
ing in New York, Morgan went to 
see his wife at their hotel and then 
called up Fatty at the Park Cen- 
tral, where he had gone. Arbuckle 
answered the phone, saying he was 
in Cohen's room. 

The next day Fatty, Miss James 
and Cohen left with Fatty for Kan- 
sas City, where Arbuckle was to 
open for Pantages, without inform- 
ing Jimmy nor has he heard from 


any of them since that day. 
Friday the Morgans, with Willy 
Connor, treasurer of the Biltmore 


left for Los An- 
will remain for 
before Jim 
their 


theatre, New York, 
geles where they 
two weeks visiting, 
Betty Morgan resume 
work. 


House Loses Its Roof, 
But Hoofers Avert Panic 


Danbury, Conn., April 24. 

Two vaude actors 
averted a panic at the Str 
atre, New Britain, Conn., 
when half of the roof was torn 
the theatre by a high wind. 
the roof went with a crash, it ss 
automatic sprinklers going 
filled the house with water, pla 
and dust. Despite the uproar the 
act kept on with a dance number 
and the audience filed out orderly. 
The falling roof crushed a man to 


and the- 


and 


death in the street 
In this city a woman was serious- 
ly injured by a plank blown off 


the Palace theatre 
sign on the Empress was so 
ened that it was necessary 
off the street. 


City Back to Films 


weak- 


to rope 


Auto” s City, New York, which tried 
L ubway ireuit™ cy this seu-: 
gone back to straight films. 
> to retain this pe next 
nd til + 


and | 
stage | 


undoubtedly } 
April 19, | 
from | 
When 


the | 


ster | 


and the electric | 


Starting Action to 


Annul Marriage 


Joseph Walter Leopold, widower | 
1of Emma Carus, vaudeville come- 


|dienne, who died Dec, 18 last, sear | 
ing an estate valued at over $100,000 | 


to her husband, who is named as 
sole executor, is being sued in the 
lederal court by Elizabeth Blohs 
and Erna Matthews, German citi- 
zenesses and nieces of Miss Carus. 

Mrs. Blohs and Mrs. Matthews 
petition the court to annul Leopold's 
marriage to his now dead wife on 
the ground Miss Carus was alleged- 
ly of unsound mind and body, and 
as a lunatic not legally qualified to 
enter into marriage with her piano- 
accompanist, J. Walter Leopold, as 
he was professionally known as a 
songwriter and pianist. 

Mrs. Blohs and Mrs, Matthews. 
along with three other sisters, are 
children of Rosa Wunsch, alleged to 
be a half-sister to Miss Carus. The 
annulment of the comedienne’s mar- 
riage to Leopold would make them 
the next direct heirs in line and 
legal claimants to the large estate. 

Leopold married Miss Carus in 
Glendale, Cal., on April 4, 1926. 


WAYNE BRADFORD KILLED 


Dancer Believed Intoxicated When 
Falling from Hotel’s Window 


Los Angeles, April 24. 

Wayne Bradford, 21, acrobatic 
dancer, fell to his death from his 
room on the fifth floor of a down- 
town hotel. His lifeless body was 
found on a skylight adjoining the 
hotel several minutes later. 

After three days of investigation 
by police the verdict of the coroner’s 
jury was accidental death caused by 
intoxication. 

Theories at first: advancing that 
young Bradford had committed sui- 
cide were later dismissed when it 
was learned that the dancer was an 
habitual imbiber, subject to sudden 
outbursts and ungovernable actions. 

Bradiord came to the coast about 
a year aid a half ago from the east. 
He had been working regularly for 
Fanchon and Marco on West Coast 
Theatres circuit. 

Several weeks prior to his death 
Bradford injured his foot while re- 
hearsing in a Fanchon and Marco 
unit. Though considerably depressed | 
about the accident, Bradford was in | 
non financial straits, as he was re- 
ceiving weekly compensation from 
the insurance covering his mishap. 

About two hours before he fell 

through the open window in his 
jroom Bradford was entertaining 
| Kenneth Dailey, local manager of 
ithe Bert Levey office, and Harry 
Wertham, vaudeville booker with 
West Coast Theatres. Dailey and 
Wertham later stated that they left 
| Bradford sleeping on his bed after 
lhe had taken a little too much to 
drink 

Bradford's remains were shipped 
to Fort Worth, Tex., where his par- 
ents reside. 


French Ambassador 
Wants Play Restricted 


| Paris, April 17. 


| Hon. Paul Claudel, French Am- 
|} bassador at Washington, has in- 
structed the Society of Authors 


here to take legal steps to prevent 
unauthorized players, professional] | 
lor amateur, from producing a play | 
rote 
which he tried to have destroyed 
This play, ‘Partage de Midi,” 
written and published before Clau- | 
del was converted to Catholicism. | 
It was produced a few weeks ago 
at the Comedie des Champs Ely- | 


;ne W 


sess to the tune of a free riot 


'eaused by some remarks in the 
audience when the name of the 
;author was announced. Up to that 


public had ignored the 
writer. 
is restored by the ald of 


moment the 
name of the 
Pp Ace OW 


HECHT RESUMES 
i, Rutherford, N. J., and Re- 
cearny, N. J., reverted from 
‘abian operation to their! 
Al Hecht, this week 

operation of th 
Both the house 
playing films but wil 
vaude,in two weeks, ti 

independently. 


yriginal owner, 
s-k ed 


year ago. 


| Street 
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Emma Carus’ Kin Acrobat in Court for Injunction 


Against Partner in Former Act 


-+ 


DELL DAY HELD FOR 


| ATTACK ON PIANIST. 
| 


Female Under 
'$1,000 Bail—Forrest Edwards 
Called to Collect $227 


Del! Day, 34, female impersonator, 
was held in $1,000 bail for the Grand 
Jury when arraigned before Magis- 
trate Stern, West Side Court, on a 


charge of felonious assault. Day 
was arrested at his hotel by Detece- 
tives Gilroy and Dugan, West 47th 
station, on complaint of For- 
rest C. Edwards, piano player in 
Day's act. 

According to Edwards’ version, 
he quit the act last week and went 
to Day's room to get his clothes 
and try to collect the $227 Day 
owed him. Edwards went to the 
room accompanied by a bellhop. He 
told the magistrate that Day per- 
mitted him to pack his clothes, but 
when he asked about the money his 
former boss requested the béllhop 
to leave the room. ‘Edwards then 
said that Day struck him over the 
head with a cane, which stunned 
him, and then began to beat him 
with a wire coat hanger. As he fell 
across the bed, Edwards said, Day 
kicked him in the face and began 
to claw his face with his finger 
nails. 

Edwards described his struggle to 
save himself from further punish- 
ment and stated that Day, infuri- 
ated, stabbed him in the left arm 
{with a pair of scissors. Finally the 
| bellhop regained admittance and 
prevented further assault. Detec- 
tives were notified and arrested 
Day, while an ambulance surgeon 
attended Edwards. 

Day said it was Edwards who 
started the trouble, began to attack 
him and tried to mark up his face 
so that he would be unable to per- 
form. He denied he-had stabbed 
the piano player, but could not ac- 
count for Edwards’ arm wound. He 


|said the act closed at the Palace, 


| Bridgeport, on April 14. 


“Paddy” Reynolds Had 
Gus Robey Arrested 


Gus Robey, 6286 Weathercrest 
street, Elmhurst, L. L, (Robey-Des- 
mond, vaude), was arraigned before 
Magistrate Edward Weil in Jeffer- 
son Market Court on a disorderly 
conduct charge and after a hearing 
the case was dismissed. 

tobey was arrested by Traffic 
Policeman Schaeffer at the Penn- 


sylvania station on complaint of 
“Paddy” Reynolds, 29 Pine street, 
Douglaston, L. formerly in 


Robey’s act. She accused him of 
calling her names when she met 
him to get some clothing belonging 
to her. In court Miss Reynolds 
told the magistrate that Robey had 
threatened her before, 

Robey denied he had called her 
the names she said he did and also 
that he had threatened to hurt her. 

In view of the fact that Miss Rey- 


when @ young man ani |< 


was | 


| Opera House. 


nolis was unable to produce any 
vitnesses to substantiate her 
charges Magistrate Weil said there 
yas nothing left for him to do but 
smiss the proceedings. He warned 
Robey not to molest the young 
man, 

After leaving court Robey and the 
traffic cop drove away together in 
1 taxicab. 


BERNSTEIN’S S. A. TROUPE 
sum Bernstein wiil continue his 
“Sunday vaude concerts in the Bronx 
ntil the weather breaks avainst 
him, 
Bernstein is 
n Juan, 
musi: 


hatching a trip to 
South America, to install 
al troupe in the Municipal 
He has been notified 

it the O. H. there will be avail- | 
after May 14. 


} 
! 
| 


Loew Takes House Managers 


YO house managers for | 
~tunley-Fabian houses, are with} 
2A Jack Flex at the Coiumbia 

snington. and Mike Cucien, Penn, 


| Harry Se 


Berger Herman, of the vaude act 
| Herman and Seaman, through the 
law office of Paul N. Turner, 
brought suit in the Supreme Court, 
|New York, against partner, 
imon, asking for the dis- 
| solution of the partnership as well 
as an accounting of all money re- 
ceived by Seamon up to date. 

Herman and Seamon formed a 
stage partnership in December, 1925, 
on a 50-50 basis. In the suit Her- 
man declires that he originated the 
act and that all the tricks incor- 
porated in the turn were his and 
that his work was more laborious 
and hazardous than his partner's, 
Herman being the topmounter. The 
act was a rough comedy acrobatic 
turn with Seamon the understander. 

The act worked the Fox houses, 
then the Loew time and was then 
engaged as a feature turn with 
“Allez Oop" at $600 weekly, the 
show engagement lasting 17 weeks. 

Herman and Seamon were then 
engaged as a Publix turn with a 
contract signed for 10 weeks with 
another 10 weeks option. The option 
was renewed but misfortune hit the 
partnership as Herman became too 
ill to work. 


has 


his 


Substitutes 


The allegation in Herman's com- 
plaint is that Seamon had told him 
(Herman) he would come back to 
New York but that he (Seamon) 
had secretly been rehearsing a sub- 
stitute under the belief that Her- 
man would be unable to continue. 
Herman further avers that Seamon 
during his illness used Jack Eddy 
(Delores and Eddy) for a time and 
that later used another sub while 


the act continued with the Publix 
unit, “Listen In” under the old-act’s 
name. 


Herman entered protest as he 
claimed Seamon was still collecting 
the $600 and not giving him (Her- 
man) any part of !t. 

The Paul Turner office tried to 
get some word from Seamon but 
failed and had attorneys in Dallas 
take up the matter with Seamon 
while the unit was at the Majestic 
there. 

It is understood that Seamon in 
reply claimed he was working the 
act as Harry and Bert Seamon, 
which the plaintiff now charges as 
untrue as the programs still carried 
the act's old name. 

The allegation reads that Ben- 
jamin David representing the act 
received $60 weekly as his agent's 
commission. 

The Herman attorney demands 
that his client be paid $3,000 as half 
of, the $6,000 naid over to the turn 
and has also applied for a restrain- 
ing order against Seamon continu- 
ing under the present contractual 
agreement between Herman and 
Seamon. 

The Publix unit, with Seamon, 
returned to New York Monday, 
April 23, eateineed in from Atlanta, 


“PANIC” ACTORS’ RACKETS 


Isolated Detroit Group "Legging and 
Soliciting for Summer Camps 
Detroit, April 24. 
With the panic among small time 
vaudevillians still on, many being 
unable to buy their way out of 
town, numerous unemployed per- 
formers have taken to ‘legging. 
One prominent local booze dis- 
tributor employs idle or ex-actors 
exclusively as his salesmen. One 
member of this sales force is a W0- 
man, soubrette when working. 
Another local gag to become popu- 
lar with unoccupied prog is selling 
memberships and bungalows at 
summer camps and theatrical colo- 
nies in Michigan. There are now 14 
such projects on the market. 


American Little Theatre 
Group Producing in Paris 


Puris, April 17. 
Headed by Blanche E. Smith, a 
group of American amateur thes- 
pians is’ organizing the Vagabond 
Players to operate here. An initial 


performance was offered the colony 


and Artists’ Club 
parnasse last week, 
runner cf a reg- 


in the Students 
room at Mont 
this being the fore 


ular American Little Theatre to be 

tablished here. Company giving 
“The Impertinence of the Creature” 
comprised Virginia Harper, Miss 
I; e Wi! n, Smith, Don- 
ind Willian Bour- 
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PALACE, NEW YORK, MAY 7th 
Months West-End, London 


Feature Laddie “SHAKE YOUR FEET” 


HEADLINED 


PALLADIUM, 13 WEEKS CIRO'S CLUB, 5 WEEKS 
VICTORIA PALACE, 4 WEEKS CAFE DE PARIS, 4 WEEKS 


PAVILION THEATRE, DEVONSHIRE RESTAURANT, WEEKS 


Gala Feature at Kit-Cat and Cafe Anglais Restaurants 
PRIVATE PARTIES 


English Representative American Representative 


HENRY SHEREK -JENIE JACOBS 
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AND HIS 


‘Phone: 5262, 6284, 7358 Victoria THE Phone: 5282, 6284, 7358 Victoria 
Orpheum, Denver 
oat vat wt | VICTORIA PALACE | THEATRE ROYAL 
VICTORIA PALACE | Mantine Divctor ALFRED BUTT and GILLESPIE | -HIPP ODROM E 


WINTER ‘GARDENS. 


BMaroch 1928 


Novelty and Distinction Throughout SOMETHING ENTIRELY NEW) IT 


WALTER WALTER FEHL 


L f ISH ROSE Assisted by a Cast of Twelve Artiste 
Featuring MARJORIE BORTH *SoLomMoN Levi late of ABIE’S IRISH SE 
and a Company of 12 Artistes And.Company in a One-Act Playlet, entitled B Li E S LE 
Novelties, Surprises, Comedy, Songs, Dancing and Music “PLOTS AND LOTS” DORA MAUGHAN Prams. — 
In “The BARRYMORES AND ME” DOR OTH a LENA 


P Murray Fuliman at the Piano 
THE VI CTO RI A GI R LS cammae’ HUDSON New So. °, Steps and Fun MERRY S$ Scompany 
TOMCHINSKY | FLQRENGE & CLIFTON BLUM & BLUM _ Se Fred HOWARD & June WYNDHAM 


“The Violiniste LATEST EVENTS ON THE BIQSCOPE The Wonder Act ED JANIS & GIRLS & iW) Tr 
ERNIE MAYNE | Mlle. MARGO JANIS & | || 


The Simple One 


The Only Comcdicane of Masnc 


THE “PERFORMER” (LONDON) 
WALTER FEHL, WITH THE ASSIS- DENVER “POST” L 
TANCE OF HIS MAGIC WAND, SHOWS TUESDAY, MARCH 13, 1928 ki 
Us THAT THERE ARE NOVEL WAYS OF FEHL, THE LEADER, IS ALSO VERSA- FVEHL HAS A TUNEFUL. RICH BARI i 
PEHL JIMSELP Has | TILE, SINGING AND comING To THe | | VOICE, AND CONTRIB: 
SINGING VOICE, AND IS WITHAL AN FORE WITH SOME ORIGINAL ANTICS. ann? INCLUDING “MY PERSIAN ROSE- 
EXCELLENT SHOWMAN. 


i HENRY SHEREK JENIE JACOBS 


Leading Theatres 
English Representative American Representative 5 


6.15 PROGRAMME, week commencing MARCH 5th, 1928 8.50 A Program of Supreme Quality with Originality, TWO PERFORMANCES: cheanes nnd oo. u _ 
L | 


| | 

| 
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FLASH ACT PRODUCERS 


“OFFICE ACTS” PRODUCTION 


Next season will likely see 


most | production department seems to be 


of the present Keith-Albee-Orpheum concentrating on two or three-people 


flash producers making other con- 


nections or arranging to place their | the 
| 


acts with other circuits. Since the 
recent ruling that big acts are ar- 
bitrarily limited to $1,000 top, the 
surviving producers have come to the 
conclusion that they better get out. 

Producers say that with dancing 
teams averaging, if any good, $300 
a week, chorus girls at $50 each, 
and the mounting costs of scenery 
and wardrobe, it is 
figure a margin of profit from K-A- 
O's fixed budget on flashes. 

K-A-O apparently realizes the im- 
possibilty of producing big acts 
within the figure set. The K-A-O 


Lyric, Richmond, Now 


A 
Winning Team! 
BILLY MARIE 


HIBBITT and HARTMAN 


Champion Laugh Hitters 


HIBBITT and HARTMAN 


MISS MARIE HARTMAN 


World’s Champion Comedienne 


Can Pitch Laughs to Any 
Audience 
A Home Run in Fun 
Averaging 1000% in Comedy 
Next Week, April 30 


New Gardens, Baltimore 


impossible to! 


‘skits as an economical solution. 
| This means that K-A-O is invading 
field heretofor confined to 
' vaudeville actors of experience, and 
are attempting to wholesale ideas 
and personality. 

Teams, singles. three-acts 
have, traditionally, brought to 
vaudeville most of the comedy in- 
novations. The incentive to create 
and originate was the hope and ex- 
pectation of being able to boost the 
act’s salary by increaseing its en- 
tertainment, and hence its com- 
mercial value. With K-A-O, 
through its production department, 
invading this field the small acts 
(up to three people) may find them- 
selves in rivalry and opposition to 
an army of two and three-people 
“office” acts. 


Ownership of Act and 
Material Triply Disputed 


Vivian Cosby of the Empire Ho- 
tel, New York, entered into a con- 
tract on a percentage basis with 
Arthur Seelig of the Lyons and 
Lyons office, relative to an act she 
claimed to have written and which 
Seelig was to produce. Seelig got 
Leon Leonard for the act and paid 
the entire cost of production. 
Seelig then showed the act in a re- 
hearsal hall where Otto Gygi saw 
it. Gygi offered to see what he could 
do in the way of bookings as Scelig 
was not able to get immediate book- 
ings for the act. 

That was the last Seelig heard of 
his act until it suddenly played 
Loew’s American last week. Accord- 
ing to Leonard the act had been re- 
moved to another rehearsal hall, 
played a previous date in Jersey 
City and then came to the Ameri- 
ean, Leonard is uncertain whether 
Miss Cosby had informed Gygi as 
to her arrangement with Seelig. 

William Gaxton stepped in and 
claims the material in Miss Cosby’s 
act called “Lots of Lots” is iden- 
tical with that he used in his vaude 
act “Partners.” Gaxton placed the 
matter in the hands of his lawyer 
who complained to the Managers’ 


Protective Association. Gaxton and 
Miss Cosby are to appear with their 
proofs of ownership. before , Pat 
Casey. When Miss Cosby entered 
into the agreement with Seelig she 
had inserted a clause in the contract 
stating that the material in her act 
was her own in every respect. 


Anna May Wong's Act 
Anna May Wong, Chinese film 
star now in Europe, will appear in 
vaudeville upon her return. 


KEITH’S PHILLY TO GRIND 
BEFORE SUMMER CLOSE 


‘Report House Reopening in 
_ Fall With Legit—3 or 4 Wks. 
at Reduced Scale 


Philadelphia, April 24. 

Programs at Keith's theatre here 
announce “last week of the season.” 
Nevertheless, a persistent report is 
heard that there will be supplemen- 
tary season of a grind policy at 
reduced prices. This was rumored 
}as going into effect last fall and 
‘again early in the winter. No offi- 
jecial verification or denial is forth- 
!coming. 

Last summer, for the first time in 
its history, Keith’s closed for the 
summer, but that closing did not 
come until a month or so after 
April. The present season has been 
admittedly unfavorable, with only 
one or two outstanding weeks. Re- 
ports concerning the grind have it 
that this will be in effect for three 
or four weeks only. 

Last September negotiations were 
under way between Albee and the 
Shuberts, the latter wanting Keith’s 
for a legit house. At the last min- 
ute plans fell through, but there are 
many who insist that this is the 
last season for vaudeville in this 
Chestnut street house, and that it 
will be a legit theatre next fall. 
Possibilities of a new Keith house 
that can better compete with Earle’s 
(Stanley) grind policy have been 
frequently mentioned, but no site 
suggested. 


AL FRIEND AS AGENT 

Al M. Friend, who for many years 
played vaude, has quit the stage to 
become an agent. 

Friend, Monday, became associ- 
ated with the Eli Dawson agency. 
Friend wiil devote his time to the 
independent offices, 


Eddie Nelson in “News” 


Eddie Nelson has obtained a re- 
lease from advance vaude dates to 
open as a principal with the Coast 
“Good News” company. 

Nelson left for Los Angeles last 
week, 


VAUDE HOUSES ACROSS 
MULLING OVER STOCK POLICIES 


Chicago, April 24. 

That vaudeville houses are gen- 
erally beginning to regard stock as 
a possible lifesaver is proved by at 
least five local theatres dickering 
to install such a policy. 

The Jeffrey, south side house, 
which was forced to throw out as- 
sociation vaude and to go straight 
pictures is known to be’ considering 
stock. Another is the Admiral, re- 
cently taken over On a receivership 


Didn’t Stay Long in 
Syracuse—Billing Fuss 


Syracuse, N. Y., April 24. 
Because she couldn't be the whole 
K-A solar system in this city, Marion 
Sunshine not only refused to cast 
a single ray on the Keith stage here 
last Thursday, but left for New 
York in her car. 


Arriving from New York in the 
morning, Miss Sunshine glanced at 
the billing on the theatre and then 
demanded to see J. J. Burnes, the 
manager. 

“Why isn’t my name in lights? 
Um headlining here,” she challenged. 

Mr. Burnes expressed his regrets, 
but informed her that Morris and 
Campbell were the designated head- 
liners. 

‘Tt’s headliner or nothing,” affirmed 
Miss Sunshine, 

Burnes declares he will insist that 
Miss Sunshine pay the local house 
$550 in accordance with her contract 
terms. She departed for New York 
with her support, Bob Leroy and 
Howard Mott. Janet Green sub- 
stituted. 


Lloyd Pantages’ Contract 
Los Angeles, April 24. 

Lloyd Pantages, son of Alexander 
Pantages and a picture actor for 
the past two years, is now talking 
to Tiffany-Stah] and Columbia for 
a picture contract. 

No deal yet has been made. 


basis by the Chicago Title & Trust 
Co., after flopping with association 
vaude and pictures, 

The Lubiiner & Trinz Pantheon 
pioneer deluxe house in a ritzy 
neighborhood, intended taking on 
stock burlesque, but abandoned the 
idea. Recently, the house has been 
negotiating for legit stock with Hor- 
ace Sistare, controller of the Asso- 
ciate Players, Inc. The Midway, 
south side burlesque house which 
previously played vaudeville, may 
also venture into stock. 

Don Dixon and his stock players 
go into the Empress, originally a 
vaude house, in May. This will be 
in direct opposition to the National, 
Sistare’s two-a-day stock house, di- 
rectly across the street. 

Higg, Cleveland, is another forme? 
vaude site reported as possibly go- 
ing stock next season, 


TINSEL 
METAL CLOTH 


FOR DROPS 


36 in. wide at 75c a yd. and up 


A full line of gold and silver bro- 
cades, metal cloths, gold and silver 
trimmings, rhinestones, spangles, 
tights, opera hose, etc., etc., for stage 
costumes, Samples upon request. 


J. J. Wylie & Bros., Inc. 


(Successors to Siegman & Weil) 
18-20 East 27th Street 
NEW YORK 
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FRIARS CLUB, NEW YORK 


Q; 


KEITH-ALBEE CIRCUIT 


HEADLI 


Meet the Wife... 


but not too often? 


ANOTHER--HARRY ROGERS--SUCCESS 


NE AT 


‘ORCHES 


THIS 
WEEK 


TRACTION 


ais 0 


— 


CHICAGO 


see Rx 
4 > 


it 


| 
— 
j 
| 
| 
— 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | | 
With 
| 
| | 
| | 
| |B 
| | | 
| | ) 
ORCHESTRA wis ORCHESTRA nis ORCHESTRA is TRA RCHESTRA 
| PALACE, 


ata 


VAUDEVILLE 


Marvin Welt Head of os 
L. & L. Chi Branch 


Marvin Welt is slated to head the 
Lyons & Lyons Chicago branch office 
in the Four Cohans theatre building. 
At present Arthur S. Lyons is ad- 
ministrative head, operating by cor- 
respondence out of New York and 
making regular jumps to Chi. 

Joe Lyons, who left a responsible 
post with Brunswick-Balke-Coi- 
lender Co., is in an unique affil- 
jlation with the Lyons agency now. 
having resigned from Brunswick, to 
handle the radio and recording end. 
Because of his necessary contacts 
with the recorders, Joe Lyons (no 
relation to Sam and Arthur Lyons» 
has a separate office in the Bruns- 
wick building away from the Loop. 


—FRANK 


DORAN and SOPER 


in “NUTOLOGY” 
Direction of RILEY BROS. 


EARL 


FAGAN »» 


ORCHESTRA 


——with— 
BOB and EULA — RATCLIFF DANCERS 


NEW HOTEL ANNAPOLIS 


Washington, D. C. 
Sing!e, $17.50 
Double, $28.00 

the Heart o3 

Theatre District 


11-12 and H Sts. 
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WIFEY OR KIDDO 


Question Up in » Claire Ulric-White- 
hurst Action 


Baltimore, April 24. 
The late Charles E. Whitehurst, 
Baltimore theatre magnate may 


have called Claire Ulric- Whitehurst 
“Kiddo,” “actor lady” and “movie 
star almost not yet,” but the de- 
fense denied in Circuit Court that 
he ever termed her “wifey.” The 
term appears in a letter from 
Charles to Claire, and the girl is 
suing for widow’s share of his 
$272,000 estaté, 

According to the defense the word 
was written in by the alleged widow 
or confederate, and they produced 
Samuel C. Malone, documentary ex- 
pert, to support this c:aim. Bert C. 
Farrar, U. S. Treasury expert who 
figured in the Mexican letter forge- 
ries several months ago, had identi- 
fied the writing as Whitehurst’s. 

Whitehurst met Claire Ulrich 
when she came to Baltimore to join 
a cabaret company on the Century 
| Roof, che present site of the Loew- 
United Artists’ Valencia Theatre. 

Whitehurst purchased things for 
Miss Ulrich, including much “ex- 
pensive jewelry.” A lavalliere pro- 
duced in court, was alleged by the 
defense, however, to be a drug com- 
pany prem.um and appraised by an 
expert as worth about ten fron men. 

Claire Ulrich is suing Milton and 
Dr. J. Hebert Whitehurst, brothers 
and executors of the late C. E. 


the $272,000 estate of the deceased 


Eddie Kane Agenting 
Los Angeles, April 24. 


to become an agent, 


ARTHUR 


MILLARD a 


In “KOLLEGE KAPERS,” Written by Henry Bergman 

This Week (April 16), 

Next Week (April 23), LOWELL and PORTLAND 
Direction MILT LEWIS 


MINNA 


nd MARLIN 


BOSTON, MASS. 


Whitehurst for a widow’s share of 


Baltimore motion-picture exhibitor. 


Eddie Kane (Kane and Herman) 
is throwing away his grease paint 


Kane has associated h -nself with 
the local office of Lyons and Lyons. 


PANTAGES WILL 
LEASE CIRCUIT 
RENTAL 


Or Sell, According to Re- 
ports in New York— 
$1,000,000 Rental? 


Alexander Pantages is willing to 
sell or lease his circuit of vaudfilm 


theatres from accounts in New 
York. 


One report says the Pan houses 
have been offered under a yearly 
lease of $1,000,000, guaranteed on a 
term with that amount to be net 
to Pan. 

Another report is that Pantages 
will sell his chain at a price, but 
with no figure stated. The Pan 
houses, stretching over the west, 
south and partially in the east, 
cannot be estimated for value 
without the Pan statement. The 
circuit is somewhat complicated in 
ownership, with several leaseholds 
held by Pan and equities undeter- 
mined. 

A condition made by Pan and 
one not readily acceptable to those 
presented, is that Pan retains his 
booking offices, with the under- 
standing that if a lessor takes over 
the Pan houses, he will continue to 
book all acts and pictures through 
the Pan individually owned 
agencies. 

The proposal to lease or sell the 
Pan time is not new, although it 
has not previously been reported in 
print. Some time ago a banking 
representative was in New York 
inquiring about Alexander and 
claiming then to hold an option to 
buy or lease. Nothing came of it 
at that time. Lately the proposal 
has come up again in different 
channels. 

Pan is said to have taken the po- 
sition that he will lease or sell 
anything he owns if he can get 
his price. 
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MUSETTE FORGIVING 


Indictments Ansinet Husband Dis- 
missed—Wife Stakes Him 

On the recommendation of As- 

sistant District Attorney Thomas A. 

Aurelio, Judge George F, Donnellan 

in General Sessions dismissed two 


indictments charging “Dr.” Louis 
Clement, of torch murder fame, with 
forgery im the second degree. As 
he left the cgurtroom the “Doctor’ 
was greeted by his wife, Mrs. Terese 
Clement Van Norden, known in 
vaudeville as Musette, dancing vio- 
linist. 


Although she has filed an annul- 
ment suit in the Supreme Court 
against the “Doctor,” Mrs. Van Nor- 
den, the name under, which he mar- 
ried her, sy mpathized with Clemen: 
so much that she handed him a 


check for $50 as they left the 
building. 
“Dr.” Clement was arrested on 


the forgery charge after he had been 
exonerated in connection with the 
death of Margaret Brown, who was 
burned to death at Bernardsville 
N. J., last February. The forgery 
charge was based on two checks 
he is alleged to have given John R. 
Moynihan, president of the Good- 
oxide Company, in which Clement 
had an interest. 

In his recommendation Aurelio 
told the judge that he believed the 
matter was a civil one instead of a 
criminal] action. 


TOURING COLORED CO. 


A company of colorea vaudevil- 
lians left San Francisco, April 18 
for Honolulu with further traveling 
plans likely to take them on a tour 
of China and the Orient, 

Among professionals were 
Gladys Jackson, Upshaw and John- 
son, George Green, Al Baldwin, 
Thelma Porter and Buddy De 
Loach, 


Valen Demands Forcing 
Mil. House Into Fiims 


Milwaukee, April 24. 
Vaudeville may be dropped by the 


Miller theatre (Midweseo) and pic- 
tures put into the house after it 
has been wired for Vitaphone and 
Movietone, making it the tirst house 


so wired in the downtown district 
to be owned by Midwesco. 

Midwesco is not anxious to shove 
the Miller into the picture field, but 
oflicials assert that the step may be 
foreed as a result of demands by 
the stage hands’ union. 


KOEHLER and EDITH 


WORLD'S FOREMOST ROLLER SKATERS 
Booked Solid Publix Circait 
Week of April 27: 
SAN FRANCISCO 

eek of May 5: 
METROPOL ITAN, LOS ANGELES 


Direction: 
Henry H. Dagand 
Wm. Morris 


suite 1857 
1440 Broadway 1560 Broadway 
New York City 


New York City 


Ao “Idea” of Fanchon and Marco 


ROY CUMMINGS 


with 
FLORENCE DUFFY 


PANTOMIME AND DANCING 


HUMAN “PROP” HORSE 


GERALD ano HOAG 


Present “DIZZY HANK” 


Now at Grauman’s Chinese, Los Angeles, in the Monster Prologue 
with Charlie Chaplin’s “Circus” indefinitely 
Direction WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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Lyrics by 
ANNE NICHOLS 


Sweet-heart of mine, love dreams di - vine 
Love be blind, but it will find Some way to 
| = 
thought of you; Tell me, dear one, you 
reach True as th e a- 


dreams come true. —— 


me, Make all m 


us, My love wi 


featured tn 


ARTIST COP/ES 
VOCAL ORCHESTRATIONS 


QUARTET ARRG'T. 


GREAT ORGAN SLIDES 


Little Irish Rose 


Lyrics by 
ANNE NICHOLS 


Musie by 
J. & ZAMECNIK 


My lit- tle 
My love will 


rose of old | 
go on for + ev- 


CP, 


Sweet as the 
Deep-er it 


La- den with 


first breath of Spring, 
op stole my 


grows ev - y year, . 


flow-ers, _. 


turn, dear, — tGive me yours,true and 


per-fume of 
heart,in ip 


Ten-der- est love thoughts you bring. 
sin-cere. 


J REFR AIN 
: By Rose-ma-ry, Rose - ma- ry, On-ly of yes { dream; Little - rish Sweet as morn-ing dew, 
In myarms, tear. hold you, Eyes with loze-light a-gleam WONDERFUL Smil-ing eyes like sun-ny skies, Hair of gold - en bue; 
Rese-ma-ry, Rose- ma-ry. T hat mine y your ORCHESTRATIONS When the ers At thesum-mer’s close, Youll still 
home un my heart a-! For-ev er.R ry. blo «with-in my I - rish Rose. P 
Copyright [Il by Sam Fox Peb Co.,Clevelaud, vs Copyright MCMXXVIII by Sam Fox Pub. Co.,Cleveland,O. US A 
International Copyright Secured International Copyright Secured 


“WING8S’ 


ZAM 


NEW YORK ~ 
158 W. 45™ST. 


ORIGINAL MUSIC SCORE 
or ANNE NICHOLS ABIES IRISH ROSE 


J. S.ZAMECNIK, THE RENOWNED COMPOSER OF SCORES FOR PARAMOUNT SUPER PHOTO PLAY PRODUCTIONS “ OLD [RONSIDES” 
“AND “ABIES. IRISH ROSE” \8 UNPER EXCLUSIVE CONTRACT with SAM FOX PUBL/SHING CO. HE 1S NOW COMPLETING 
SCORES FOR ERICH VonSTROHEIM'S THE WEDDING MARCH*anp JANNI ues. LUBITSCH*7HE PATRIOT” FORTHCOMING PARAMOUNT PICTURES 


JED 
“CLEVELAND 


THE ARCADE 


a “LONDON- 43 POLAND ST. — PARIS- 40 FAUBOURG POISSONNIERE — BERLIN- 37 LEIPZIGER STRASSE — MELBOURNE - 290 BOURKE st L 


REPRESENTATIVES iN OTHER IMPORTANT CENTERS 
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CHICAGO OFFICE NOW OPENED AT 6% E. YACKSON BLVD. 
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VAUDEVILLE 


Jim Carroll Leaves Earl 


Earl Carroll's new “Vanities” is 
eft for about two months. The de- 
lay was forced through the planned 
holiday of Beatrice Lillie, who is 
going abroad. Miss Lillie is to be 
the star of the revue. 

James Carroll, recently returned 
from abroad, and Chris Scaife, man- 
ager of the Carrol! theatre, have re- 
signed. It is said their withdrawal 
followed an argument with Ear] 
ever Jim’s extended vacation. 


Cast Changes 


Marjorie Peterson replaces Gloria 
Foy in the ingenue role of the Shu- 
bert operetta “The Red Robe” when 
the show opens in Philadelphia. 


BABE 


MORRIS 


Tap Dancer Supreme 


of Fanchen and Marco's Goed ‘‘ideas”’ 


THAT LYRIC TENOR 
CHARLES 


WILLIS 


(The Colored McCormack of 
Vaudeville) 


Now Playing on the West Coast 
With Thanks to Alexander Pantages 


SIDARE 


DANCER EXTRAORDINARY 
Featured by FANCHON and MARCO 
Personal Direction ARTHUR SPIZZI 


AND 
HIS 


ALTON 


ORIGINAL NOVELTIES 
AT THE WURLITZER 


Orpheum Theatre, Los Angeles 


SCIBILIA STRANDS 30 


“Padlocks” People Not Paid in J. C. 
—Act Disbanded 


An excited, disappointed flock of 
people, who had been engaged for 


the Anton Scibilia vaude act of 
“Padlocks of 1928,” last week at the 
Keith house in Jersey City, be- 
sieged the Joint Complaint Bureau 
of the V. M. P. A. Monday seeking 
immediate means of obtaining sa}- 
ary arrears, 

The act, some 30 people, was left 
high and dry in J. C. when word 
came that the treasurer had made 
himself scarce around the theatre 
without paying any of the boys and 
girls off for their performances. 

This is the second chaotic finan- 
cial hurrah to enshroud Scibilia as 
he had some trouble when “Pad- 
locks” was produced as a full show 
in New York. 

The stranding of the act Sat- 
urday caused its immediate dis- 
bandment. 


Kane as Booker in 
New Kunsky Agency 


Detroit, April 24. 

Lew Kane has been engaged as 
booker with the vaudeville agency 
now being formed by the Kunsky 
enterprises. He will book under 
Howard Pierce, the latter in charge 
of office and book as previously re- 
ported, 

One of the houses on the Kunsky 
book will be Kunsky’s Coiumbia, 
downtown, booked for many years 
by the Chicago Sun agency ‘Billy 
Diamond). The switch date at this 
house is set as May 1. 


Dempsey in 2 Weeks 

Jack Dempsey’s New Yerk vaude 
sojourn has been delayed by his trial] 
with Jack Kearns over commissions. 

Dempsey is expected to make his 
vaude debut in the K-A-O houses 
in about two weeks. 


VITA’S $10,000 FOR RUTH'S 3 
Chicago, Apri] 24. 

Etting has signed to do 

numbers for Vitaphone for 


Ruth 
three 
$10,000. 
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CLOSING 
YEARS OLD 


Former Big Time House 
Couldn’t Survive with 
Vaudfilm Pop Policy 


Washington, April 24. 

Keith’s, the former big time vaude- 
ville house of this city, for 16 
years, is closing next Sunday. 

About three weeks ago it changed 
its policy to a bill of six acts with 
a picture at reduced prices. It failed 
to attract. Previously Keith's had 
left the big time classification when 
making its week-end performances 
continuous. 

Local dailies gave surprising at- 
tention to the announced closing. 
Some ran the story on the front 
page. Comment seemed. to indicate 
the local newspaper men consider 
that the passing of Keith’s means 
the end of vaudeville. 

Last week “Variety” reprinted an 
article by Leonard Hall in the New 
York “Evening Telegram.” In it Mr. 
Hall spoke frankly of vaudeville and 
about summed it up when saying 
vaudeville is through. 

Mr. Hall’s contact and familiarity 
with vaudeville came through his 
term in Washington, as the dra- 
matic editor and columnist of the 
Washington “News.” 


3 Bookers for Park Plaza 


Park Plaza, Bronx, New York, 
shifted bookers again this week 
with Arthur Fisher now booking. 
Arthur Silber had been booking it 
following in W. N. Stephens, who 
had booked the shows during Uni- 
versal’s operation of the house. 

Park Plaza plays five acts on a 
split week. 


osetta Will Join Her Sister in Paris 
—Due Back for “Heavenly Twins” 


! Vivian Dunean and her sister, Mrs. 


i; iivelyn MeClellan, sailed last week 
,for Paris. They will remain there 
about a month, then proceeding to 
London. Rosetta, the other of the 
Duncan Sisters, will join her sisters 
in about three weeks, 

It is understood that the trip is 
for a rest only, and the girls will 


not appear during their three 
months on the other side. What 
tempting offers from the foreign 


managers may do wasn't decided 
upon before Vivian left. 

While across, the girls will try to 
get a possibility line on a revival of 
“Topsy and Eva” for the Conti- 
nental cities and Lendon for the 
future. They are due back in New 
York during the summer to pre- 
pare for the Charles B. Dillingham 
“Heavenly Twins” production. 


From Vaude to Stock 
As Hope of Indies 


Unprecedented early closings for 
independently booked stands are al- 
ready in evidence at this early date. 
Most bookers are handling them on 
a week-to-week basis. 

Several of the houses, especially 
those in upper New York and Con- 
necticut, have already served notice 
to bookers to discontinue vaude after 
May 5. 

Most of the stands adopting the 
dramatie stock idea are reported 
practically virgin territory for that 
classification of entertainment. 


Dario and Irene Separate 


Dario and Irene have split pro- 
fessionally, Irene teaming with 
Marshall. 


Dario is temporarily retiring to 
conduct several chain ballrooms he 
is interested in with his brother, 


LENORE ULRIC’S ROUTE 
‘Lenore Ulric in her new vaude 
sketch by Michael Arlen, is due at 
the Palace, New York, in about six 


weeks. 
Miss Uiric opened Monday in 
Pittsburgh. 


Johnson-Spizzi Merge 


Arthur Johnson, Inc., and the Ar- 
thur Spizzi Agency have merged, the 


Spizzi name to continue with the 
musical arranger'’s activities to be 


identitied with the Spizzi agency. 

Mickey Aldrich is another addition 
to head the vaudeville department, 
Spizzi being Loew enfranchised and 
also engaging in independent book- 
ing. 

As before, Peter Creatore and 
Spizzi will handle the picture houses 
themselves, booking the Rivoli, Bal- 
timoere, and a neighborhood house 
in Philadelphia. 

Bernie Foyer has switched from 
Lyons & Lyons to Spizzi's office for 
orchestras, cafes, ete. 


CHARLES 


BEAUCHAMP 


TENOR 


ltth Consecutive Week at 
Million Dollar Theatre, Los 


Publix 
Angeles 


NOW PLAYING PUBLIX THEATRES 


MASSE 
DIETRICH 


Direction ARTHUR SEELIG 
of LYONS and LYONS 


CORRINNE 


MARSH 


In Specialty, Dances 
Featured with “Radio Fancies” 


Now Playing Pantages Circuit 


1560 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK CITY 


(INCORPORATED) 


PRODUCTIONS 


PHONES: BRYANT 9225, 9226 
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Loew’s Not Booking U’s/HIPP, CLEVELAND, INTO PLIMMER WITH KEITH’S 
The deal pending wherein Loew's STRAIGHT FILM POLICY Returns to Family Sepertment as 


was figured to take over the Uni- 
versal, Brooklyn, is off. A deal wand 
pending for the Loew Circuit to Cleveland, April 24. 
take over bookings of the house is/ ype Hippodrome, not so long agoj| grand a week, is breaking up shop. 
reported as having gone cold last] one of the most profitable big time | Convinced that producer combines 
vaude theatres in the country, will| are gobbling up independent houses 
go to straight pictures within a|to the point where it will not be 
week or two. : long before one night stands will 
Since supplanted in the local} be the only meal ticket, this book- 
house, that several of the other] straight vaude role by the new Pal-|er is going back with the big com- 
Universal houses would have alsol|ace, the Hipp has been playing | pany, at a few hundred more than 
gone on the Loew books for vaude| vaudfilms (five acts). In the past) the $5,000 a year they paid him 11 
bookings under Loew's present in-|three weeks the failing vaude has/ years ago, in his old job at the 
tention to book a dozen outside|been bolstered by a stage band, company's books. 
houses as jump breakers for the| graduated from the pit, and an Everyone knows the booker. He's 
circuit. m. c. Harry Hosford, with the} Walter Plimmer. Associated off and 
house labeling an out and out pres-| om with Keith’s since the laiter 
entation policy, “Vaudeville a la|part of the last century, first as a 
Carte.” performer in Keith's first house in 
The Hipp’s 4,000 seats, once unan- | Boston and then as a booker, Plim- 
imously profitable for the Keith} mer goes back in the Keith-Albee 
circuit, have not been so nice to|family department within two 
K.-A. Oftimes of late the second | Weeks. His assistai.t, Jack Birman, 
baleony and gallery, formerly tre- will continue the Plimmer agency in 


Feremest Exponents of the Bowery mendously contributory to the the Strand theatre building under 
Dance—Featured in ‘Parisian Frolics’ |} Hipp’s large grosses, have been his own names, 
closed, and not for repairs. 


i is r ‘ted t lating ¢ 
Hipp is repol ed om empla yore Pires M. P. A. Annual 


musical stock policy for next 


Vaudeville’s oldest independent 
booker, who one time clearea a 


week. 
It was figured that if Loew as- 
sumed bookings of the Universal 


THOSE VERSATILE DANCERS 


MURIEL 


AND 


FISHER . 


SON ND DANCES 
Dinner Without Albee 
P k A R L JUDGMENTS About 400 vaudeville managers, 

Playing West Coast Theatres Louis Mann; A. E. Levy; $1,056. annual dinner of the Vaudeville 
With Thanks to Fanchon and Marco Wm. &. Friediander Enterprises, Managers’ Protective Association 


| you so.” 

| The V. M. P. A. is-a gag affair, 
llike the N. V. A. gag, an Albee gag 
that doesn’t mean a thing as long 
| as vaudeville managers pay enough 
| dues to the V. M. P. A. to take up 
the cost of the annuai free feed, 


Inc.; P. J. Carey; $1,878. 
P. A. Albee has failed to be pren- 

Henry J. Walters was the toast- 

' jmaster, also the first time anyone 

| Albee connection. Mayor Walker 

LOEW BUILDING 

Pat Casey as usual was the gen- 

|'plosive as his many others yearly, 

| Pat didn’t even have to say, “I told 

J. H. LUBIN 


| Monday night at the Hotel Plaza, 
ent. His absence seemed to verify 

but B. S. Moss has so officiated. 

‘made one of hig characteristic 

ied RX xX eral factotum, he being the general 

when Pat told the vaudeville man- 
GENERAL MANAGER 


New York. E. F. Albee was absent. 
the reports he lately returned from 
Moss since the last annual dinner 
ispeeches as the feature of the 
;manager of the V. M. P. A. Casey's 
160 WEST 46"ST- 
agers what to expect. They didn’t 


Ruth Roberts’ Son Is 
Denied Her—Conditions 


Milwaukee, April 24. 

Mrs. Ruth Roberts’ fight for the 
custody of her 1ll-year-old son was 
lost here temporarily, when County 
Judge John C, Karel rived that be- 
fore having the child she must 
prove able to provide a decent 
home for him. 

Mrs. Roberts, now an art shop 
proprietor in Detroit, was formerly 
in vaudeville touring with her hus- 


band, whom she divorced in Bos- 
ton some months back, as Smith 
and Houck. 

Eleven years ago wiien the boy, 
Richard, was five months old, she 
gave him into the care of a Mrs. 
Mary German of Milwaukee, to- 
gether with another son, Archie, 
then two. She was to pay $3 weekly 
each for the children. 

Later, according to the testimony, 
she claimed Archie but left Rich- 
ard here and continued in vaude- 
ville. Mrs. German told the court 
that Mrs, Roberts had paid no board 
nor had she come to see the boy 
for seven years. 

Several weeks ago the Juvenile 
Protective Association officials 
found Mrs. Roberts in Detroit and 
told her that Mrs. German was su- 
ing to legally adopt the boy. She 
came here to claim him but Mrs. 


German refused to surrender. Two, 


habeas corpus actions were started 
and each thrown out of court. 

Now Mrs. Roberts must go back 
to Detroit, maintain a home to the 
satisfaction of the authorities and 
prove she is a fit person to have 
the child. If she then gets him, Mrs. 
German threatens to sue for $1,100 
back board money. 


Ted Doner May Need 


Year for Recovery 


Los Angeles, Apri! 24. 
Ted Doner, injured in an auto 
accident near San Diego some 
weeks ago, has been removed to his 
home here. He is unconscious much 


of the time and the physicians say 
it will require at least a year for 
Doner to fully recover. 

Mrs. Doner, who gave birth to a 
child three days after the accident, 
is with her husband. 

Doner, brother of Kitty and a 
well known dancer himself, was 
night driving his party, composing 
a Fanchon and Marco stage unit, to 
San Diego to open there the next 
day. In some manner the car ran 
off the road, killing one girl and 
slightly injuring others in the car, 


A Positive Hit in “Hit the Deck” 
FRANK 


MITCHELL 


JACK 


DURANT 


MAJESTIC, LOS ANGELES 


MILTON 


BRONSON 


America’s Foremost Singer and 
Fastest Russian Dancer 
Direction of HARRY PEARL 


boubing 


vaudeville and 


Suite 1311 
1560 Broadway, New York 


aS 
WAN 


20 Years Booking for KEITH-ALBEK 


LAWRENCE J. GOLDE = 


presentation theatres 


Telephone Bryant 4351 


ALL ACTS, CALA 


le 

LAWRENCE Ke 


about $20,000. 
It’s like a hollow echo from the 
old days. 


It's the first affair of the V. M. 
Marcus Loew 
Palm Beach not feeling any too 
* ° | of the managers’ association, has 
General &xecutive Offices ‘detached himself from the Keith- 
| evening. 
| speech was reported as not as ex- 
BRY2 ‘3 9850: NEW YO | | believe him then, but Monday night 
BOOKING MANAGER 


CHICAGO OFFICE 


600 WOODS THEATRE B’LD’G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 


BIRTHS 


i Mr. and Mrs. Eric Meyer, daugh- 
| ter April 14 in New York. Father is 

; organist at Small-Strausberg Meso- 
rol] etheatre. 


M. SHEA, President G. MALL, Secretary | | Christ Hospital, Cincinnati, April 


THE M. SHEA BOOKING EXCHANGE, Inc. Father formerly of Ashley 


z 15, son. 
|; and Lloyd in vaude, 


Hay recognized and standard Mr. and Mrs. William Daniels, 
WIRE WRITE PHONE | daughter, Community Hospital, Cul- 
Manugers investigate our service ver City, Cal., April 17. Father is 


| Mayer studios. 


1560 Broadway 


ACME BOOKING OFFICES, INC. 


Booking All Theatres Controlled by 


STANLEY COMPANY OF AMERICA 


A route of 15 weeks within 200 miles of New York 
Artists invited to book direct 


New York City 


Astor Theatre Bldg., N. W. 
Lackawanna 7876 


A VAUDEVILLE WHICH PRODUCES MORE THAN iT PROMISES 
CONSISTENT, EFFICIENT SERVICE SINCE 1913 


The Markus Vaudeville 


Cor. 45th St. and Broadway 
New York City 
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[ARTIST'S COPY] 
That's My Mammy! — 


Words by bi ABEL BA 
HARRY PEASE ED. G. NELSON 


Moderato 


see my Mam-my for me, 
know how tick- led shéd be, ; 


hear youre go. ing th, «and 
right down there with you, I 


9 


lives ‘way down in Ten- nes-see- You may meet walk-ing down the street, Like strang-ers of - te a 
she could get a look at me. I left home, been a roll-in’ stone, I’ve tam - bled ev- 'ry tea a 


If youll al -low, trysome-how,. To de-scribe my to you... 
But sim-ply say that I'm O kay, If you ev- er find her downthere._ 


P-f 7 4 
If youshould see a soul that's hap-py,Stroll-in with a grey-haired pap-py, That's ae f 


my Mami- my1 If you see that she's wear-in glass-es,Smil-in at each i a 


If you shoul¢ 


! 


y, Just men-tion me,watch her ex -pr2ss-ion.Then if she should 


F 


say; ‘‘God bless him’ Give herallmy love CauseThats myMam . my! If 
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Hi 


ANS 
Hie 


TRS 
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\ ; \ / | / \ 
i 
Say oldpal, bythe way,oldpal, I . 
4 Wish I could, If I could I would, Go a 
i ‘ 
see sil-ver-haired old la dy, Sit-tin with her knit-tin where its 
You. Cant Go Wrond: VCchestrations 
With: Any EIST.Song FROM YOUR- 
H) 
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FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 


Wednesday, April 25, 1928 


PALACE 


(Rah! Rah! Rah! Unit) 
(WASHINGTON, D. C.) 
Washington, April 23. 

This is the Publix unit split last 
week in New York between the 
Paramount, Strand and Capitol. 
What the Maryland Collegians lack 
musically, they sure make up in 
pep and noise. Add to this the reg- 
ular house transplanted pit crew 
and it constitutes quite a flash, and 
more noise. 

Four girls, not such good lookers, 
deport themselves with the quartet 
in one number. Al Gale, as a tresh- 
man, works well with Johnny Per- 
kins. while both score in their in- 
dividual song numbers. 

Here, too, Perkins does some gag- 
ging with Wesley Eddy, the house 
m. ¢«. Gags got some laughs and 
brought Eddy into the picture for 
a late start for the band entrance 


‘down the aisle. 


Show as a whole gets a splendid 
start with Charley Paddock’s short 
subject and then the personal ap- 
pearance of this running star. Fiim 
got the Sunday mob to cheering 
which reached an ovation when the 
athlete made his personal entrance. 
Has nicely set talk on “playing the 
game square,” which he _ delivers 
pleasantly and effectively. 

Newsreel followed, then the noisy 
interlude down the aisle, with Per- 
kins leading the procession with a 
big cigar. All sorts of flaws could 
be found in the proceedings that 
followed, but the fact must be re- 
corded that it clicked solidly with 
the paying customers, which filled 
this Loew house several times dur- 
ing the day. But, while that is set 
down, it must also be recorded that 
flash and noise is made to cover a 
multitude of sins. 

Feature, “Feel My Pulse” (Par). 

Meakin. 


PARAMOUNT 


(‘Swanee Moon’”- Unit) 
(NEW YORK) 
New York, April 22. 

Frank Cambria has striven for 
something new in this Publix unit, 
entitled “Swanee Moon,” the appeal 
of which is based on a grouping of 
pictorial effects of the South before 
the war. Crinolines take the place of 
tights and bare legs of the chorus 

irls, while the same costume 
scheme runs through the choir en- 
semble and the soloists. 

Idea is a variation from the steady 
succession of futuristic settings and 
jazz atmosphere, and as a change of 
flavor it is welcome. But compared 
to the flash and speed to which 
Paramount regulars have become 
accustomed it does seem rather mild. 

Stage is set as interior of a south- 


ern mansion done in white with 
five high, narrow windows at the 
back and lighting effect of bright 


moonlight seen through the open 
casements. Stage band is grouped 
on terraced spaces somewhat up- 
stage, while stairs run up back at 
both sides. Kathryn Lewis and 
John Griffen open with duet, 
“Swanee Moon,” backed by vocai en- 
semble of six, all wearing the ante- 
bellum costumes of Dixie. Foster 
Girls are on for a dance, making a 
pretty picture in crinolines of pink 
and blue with ruffled pantalets. 
Their dance routine is made up of 
tap bits, another welcome change 
from the Tiller style of stepping. A 
tap dance by a crinolined chorus 
from whom you'd expect a minuet, 
also is not without its novelty. 

Jazz interlude here, with Al Mitch- 
ell’'s announcement as stage band 
leader of the hot number, “High 
Fever,” spirited bit of syncopation. 
Mitchell, by the way, is a highly 
personable young man, and a ro- 
mantie figure in period costume. 

Miss Lewis back for a solo num- 
ber, “The Man I Love,” which has a 
fascinating melody and fitted ap- 
propriately in the picture. 

Jaek North with his wisecracks, 
clowning and banjo playing, and Cy 
Landry with his curious eccentric 
dancing, furnished the specialties, 
the two coming together after their 
own routines for a minute or two of 
talk and ad lib comedy. 

For the finale they are using a new 
number by Dave Stamper, written 
especially for this production. It is 
called “Blame It on the Moon,” and 
lends itself neatly to the purposes 
of such a layout. Girls are on for 
another dance, this time with one 
leg all a-flutter with ruffled panta- 
lets and the other all trim in black 
silk. Singing ensemble also gets 
into the picture, the women in a 
change to black and white crinolines 
and men to colorful dress of the 
period and all posed for the curtain 
picture. Whole production is pretty 
in a subdued way and a contrast to 
the flash style. Graceful entertain- 
ment, sightlv stage nictures, and as 
such enjovable, But has nothing to 
create talk. Running time, 28 
aminutes. 

Paramount 


furnishes the entire 


newsreel, most of which is taken up | 


with the shot obtained by Para- 
mount cameraman, Ray Fernstrom. 
who made dash to Greenely Island 
and brought back the first views of 
the Bremen and its transatlantic 
crew in that far northland. Great 
achievement. well exnloited. Fill-ins 
are slips of Helen Wills sailing for 
foreien conquest, and a few other 
notables. 

Jesse Crawford plays three sen- 
timental ballad numbers, all abun- 
dantly familiar, but taking on a new 


charm from the magic of this ar- 
tist’s touch. Overture is a sort of 
medley from the Offenbach stand- 


ards, with heavy symphony on the 


“Orpheus” overture and a climax in 
the “Tales of Hoffman" Barcarolle 
number, the choir coming in for this. 
Another stage bit for the Offenbach 
interlude was a doll scene, with 
coloratura solo by Olive Hutchinson. 

Film feature is “Three Sinners,” 


WISCONSIN 


(MILWAUKEE) 
Milwaukee, April 19. 

Take-a-Chance week was the bait 
offered and it did turnaway busi- 
ness. With the entire program kept 
out of the ads, crowds seemed to 
like the stunt and word of mouth 
udvertising soon built up a_ nice 
gross. 

Opening in one was a huge heart 
royal flush with a joker being the 
set, each card having a cut out for 
a head. Kach of the five sticking 


their heads through the cards, ex- 
cept the joker, sings a song. The 
joker is on bieyele and brings 


back Coleman Koetz for the comedy 
portion of the bill. while the stage 
is set for the big flash, Goetz 
cavorts in one for laughs with talk. 
Full stage shows a huge dice box 
with the band seated atop big dice. 
Bebe Berri dancers start in card 
costumes, Schooler than makes his 
entrance trailed by Warden and 
Stone. Here are two kids who can 
handle the banjo. 30th boys strum 
and sing and took two bows. Goetz 
is back for a few seconds followed 
by Bert Mattews, long legged hoofer 
who has a sweet routine. 

Schooler, m. c., takes a turn at 
the piano then the Berri girls fol- 
low with a new dance called “Balti- 
more.” Light. Goetz back again, 
this time working double’ with 
Schooler for about 12 minutes to a 
medley of pop songs turned into a 
golf-gag potpourri. silly Meyers, 
tenor here, makes a break for the 
first time after the opening. 
Runaway Four in the closing spot 
with their old routine. Band had to 
break through to stop the applause. 
Town goes wild for this stuff. A 
stock finish, the entire troupe on 
stage, ends the stage bill. A bit 
of a disappointment for house fans 
look for the usual Weisfeldt flash 
finishes. 

Newsreel and “Mad Hour” (F.N.), 
which clicked with the customers, 
finish the program. Israel. 


MINNESOTA 


(“Dancing Feet’’- Unit) 

(MINNEAPOLIS) 
Minneapolis, April 20. 
Harry Rose and Richard (Lim- 
berlegs) Edwards shared honors in 
this Publix unit. Although Rose of- 
fered practically the same routine 
which he did at the local State a 
few months ago, he scored his usual 
hit. Nothing better in the way of 
comedy eccentric dancing than that 
presented by Edwards has. been 
seen here in many a moon. He 
went to a speech. 

Unit, as a whole, was only mod- 
erately well received. Alan Kane 
continues as m, c. and his best re- 
sults were accomplished with his 
stage band. Some vocalizing by a 
part of the orchestra and Kane 
went over nicely. The “Cameo Bal- 
let” (12) did fairly well in its dance 
number. Auriole Craven, the singer, 
was acceptable. The stage effects 
are similar to those of other Publix 
units seen here during the past few 
weeks. 

Eddie Dundstedter landed solid- 
ly again with a Venetian Serenade 
introducing “Monlit Waters,” to- 
gether with a medley of familiar 
Italian favorites. Number served to 
illustrate the varivus effects pos- 
sible on the big Wurlitzer, 

Orchestra overture was a medley 
of Friml hits. Oscar Baum makes 
an ideal conductor, measuring up to 
the class of the house, both in ap- 
pearance and wielding the baton. 
Paramount News and an unfunny 
comedy preceded the feature. “The 
Big City” (M-G), a picture which 
helped business to stay normal in 
the face of stiff opposition. 


STRAND 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, April 22. 

Very weak show and topped with 
haphazard spotting. The only meri. 
torious picture house turn this week 
is Arthur Ball, tenor, with a rare 
set of pipes. Great on both delivery 
and vocalizing and added to that 
fine taste in selection of pop num- 
bers, such as “Romona” and “Laugh, 
Clown, Laugh.” Ball can single in 
any spot on the bill and register 
universally. 

Don Barclay, on the stage, with 
his old one-reel feature film includ- 
ing Lillian Gish, Lionel Barrymore 
and Harry Carey in the cast, pro- 
vides comedy and rates well but 
does not seem suited for picture 
houses. More likely to appeal to 
vaudeville audiences, 
these two were Lilly 


Preceding 
Kovacs, “girl pianiste,” the Mark 


Strand Ballet Corps and others but 
didn’t mean anything. Mark Strand 
Orchestra accompanied Miss Kovacs 
in the “12th Hungarian Rhapsody.” 
Newsreel shared by Pathe, Fox and 
International. 

“Burning Daylight” (F. N.) fea- 
ture film, average interest, but un- 
suited for a downtown house on a 
full week stand. Mort. 


European society drama _  (Para- 
mount), starring Pola Negri, fair | 
program material. Rush. 


LOEW’S MIDLAND 
(“Gems”- Unit) 
(KANSAS CITY) 


Kansas City, April 19. 

Loew-Publix units appearing here 
have commenced to show some im- 
provement. “Gems” is the most 
brilliant yet staged and is given sub- 
stantially as reviewed at the Capi- 
tol the latter part of February. Big 
slam of the production was Dave 
Rubinoff. 

For this week Rubinoff again ap- 
peared with the Midlanders doing 
“Living Masters.” M-C news was 
next and then into “Gems” with the 
Ormonde dancers on the back stage, 
ihe split drop revealing first the 
feet and gradually going higher un- 
til the girls are in full view. Three 
Dennis Sisters followed and crooned 
prettily. They have been taken off 
the pit elevator and now work in 
front of the band. Roy Schuster, 
who has been added, does taps up 
and down stuirs. This bit is being 
worked overtime and the novelty is 
off. Rubinoff was next and stayed 
for four numbers. Elizabeth Regal, 
who has replaced Pauline Gaston, 
is a high kicker who can get ’em 
up. She features a side kick which 
is straight up and down. 

Drapes were then closed for a 
minute to allow the band members 
to don baby bibs and caps and 
swing into a medley of “Baby” airs 
with Joe Kay, m. ¢., pushing one 
of the fat saz players around in a 
baby buggy. Lots of extra work 
for the few laughs. Another num- 
ber by the dancers and then Burns 
and Kissem who wowed. Glittering 
finale followed with house staff 
worried as the presentation had 
run 50 minutes. 

Sereen feature, “The Big City” 
(M-G), held every ticket holder. 
One of the best bills the house has 
presented for some time. Hughes. 


CAPITOL 
(“Bubbling Over’—Unit) 
(DETROIT) 

Detroit, April 21. 
“Bubbling Over,” fresh from Chi 


play the Capitol, Detroit, and marks 
the passing of the week-to-week 
producing idea at this town’s first 
big picture house. At the same 
time, it gives the Kunsky staff one 
less job to worry about—though the 
staff did some worrying Saturday 
anyway, just to keep in shape. Four 
or five around with pads and pen- 
cils doing plenty of writing, and 
with something to write about. 
There have been better stage shows 
than “Bubbling Over” at the Capi- 
tol, 

Some excellent reports on this 
unit in Chicago were not quite un- 
derstandable to those seeing the 
performance here. Maybe the 
troupe went stale on the five-day 
lay-off between here and there. 

Band units coming to the Capitol 
will be produced at the Oriental, 
Chicago, and play three following 
weeks in that city (Norshore, Sen- 
ate, Harding) before trouping in 
this direction. 

Harry MacDonald, likable m. c.- 
conductor, struggled to equal prece- 
dents. The unit has a title with a 
meaning and suggests enough to 
convey its adaptability. But to no 
avail, for not many remember Bub- 
ling Over won the last Kentucky 
Derby, and there’s not a line or a 
lyric in the piece to remind them. 

Opening in about two, the drop 
represents the gate to a nag track 
and the band plays out of sight. 
First number before the curtain by 
Paul Small, formerly house song- 
ster at the Oriental, and the ballet 
of 10. Having the girls permanent 
at each house is a new idea in the 
unit field. 

Looking at Small in Detroit and 
listening to him surrounds his re- 
cently ended lengthy stay at the 
one house in Chi with an air of 
mystery. He’s doing about the 
same thing traveling as standing 
still—skipping on often, too often, 
and ruining every band number 
with a vocal chorus in the Small 
style. In better voice, Small would 
stand as a pretty fair song plugger, 
just what he was at the Oriental. 

Followed specialties by Bob, Bob 
and Bobbie, two men, jugglers, and 
a clever dog; Billy Uke Carpenter, 


disciple, but not a rival of Cliff 
Edwards; Midnight Trio, three- 
man lightning dance combination, 


colored, and Ginger Rogers, all 
previously reviewed in detail and 
more or less effective in this city. 
Here and there a ballet bit and 
some band selections, the latter all 
good until Small horned in. 

Ginger Rogers commands addi- 
tional criticism by contrast of her 
value before the Oriental mob and 
the Capitol audience. In the Chi 
houce Miss Ginger was a sensation 
for more than a couple of weeks. 
Impression is that she couldn't help 
but be, for she’s cute, spreads the 
baby talk, “teases” the conductor 
and applauds with her elbows. But 
it seems quite different with Ginger 
away from the Oriental. The 
hardly talented but nice to look at 
little soubrette purred through an 
imaginary trained flea bit and did 
something worth while in calling 
attention to the band members’ 
jockey suits, thouch unintention- 


and the Oriental, is the first unit to | 


ally. After showing the flea to a 
bandsman, she discovered a 
stranger in her hand, causing the 
musicians’ union personnel to 
seratch for laughs. On another oc- 
easion Ginger led the ballet in a 
“Wobbly Walk,” new in name only, 
and later hoofed the finish with 
Small. Neither will cop cups. 

For the finale the usual Oriental 
flash, with a rise revealing a second 
stage, stairs lowered on each side 
of the band, and the girls in deco- 
rative costumes, seemingly limited 
here by the depth of the Capitol’s 
stage, but managed smoothly. 

Although now classed as a unit 
stand with the Michigan, the Capi- 
tol will not conflict, nor will its 
shows. Units derived from Chi are 
of the strict jazz type, while the 
Publix eastern tabs tend toward the 
classics with more English on 
beauty and less on youthful talent. 

Steady and heavy rain thinned 
attendance Saturday. “The Show- 
down” (Par.), feature, will draw, 
no doubt, as the week progresses. 
Organ specialty by Don Miller 
this week holds an innovation in 
that line and departs severely and 
cleverly from the formal, although 
Miller follows others with the pro- 
duction idea. Calling his offering 
“Spring Styles,” or something to 
that effect, Miller makes use of the 
house ballet on the stage. Eight 
perform a step routine, while one 
dolls up, from negligee on, in sil- 
houette behind the scrim. All very 
prettily executed, and a click for 
Miller as a novelty organist. He 
played as usual, theming a pop 
number with special lyrics on the 
slides. 

Overture by Samuel Benavie and 
the pit organization again badly 
marred at the start by numerous 
walkouts. It seems odd the house 
sees no fault in spotting this ex- 
cellent musical divertissement in 
the same awkward place week after 
week. Repeating a news shot or 
two would be a simple way to time 
the seat bangings away from the 
overture.- The current class portion 
of the Capitol’s show concentrates 
on Benavie’s first violinist, a very 
fine player, who is not billed. 

Bige. 


CENTURY 


(BALTIMORE) 


Baltimore, April 19. 

General Manager H. P. Kingsmore 
conceived and executed a variant of 
the phantom organ stunt here last 
week. An organ expert was engaged 
to hook up the big house organ to a 
miniature keyboard (about two feet 
in length). The cable ran backstage 
to where Harold Ramsay, house or- 
ganist, was concealed in the wings 
out of range of the audience’s vision. 
Ted Claire, m. c., co-starred in the 
phantom turn while the orchestra 
conductor was pressed into service 
to work the elevator organ button 
from the dugout. 

The organ came up with the con- 
sole stool unoccupied. Claire feigned 
surprise at Ramsay’s non-appear- 
ance, faked a call and search for 
him, then announced to the audience 
taht he would attempt to sub for the 
missing musician. This was the 
novelty twist to the stunt. Claire 
climbed the organ bench. The regu- 
lar accompanying screen slides went 
on the soeet as Claire thumped the 
keys on the center keyboard, discon- 
nected for the stunt. The big organ 
began playing as if Claire really 
knew what the console was all 
about. Finally Ramsay, with minia- 
ture keyboare hanging from his 
neck in acevrdion fashion, strolled 
out, and the trick was demonstrated 
to the audience. Ramsay then an- 
nounced that as long as he was on 
the stage he wou'ld stay awhile, and 
launched into several pop numbers, 
working from the portable keyboard. 
Claire grabbed a megaphone and 
volunteered to do the vocal stuff, 
both working from same stage spot. 

Stunt registered and was freely 
encored. 


ALHAMBRA 
(MILWAUKEE) 


Milwaukee, April 20. 

Advertised as the only theatre on 
the Rialto with a concert orches- 
tra and the non-stage band policy, 
the Alhambra is still running along 
with its old time two act, short 
subject and feature stunt. This bill 
was probably one of the weakest 
yet seen at this Universal house. 
The acts were slow and failed to 
click and the picture was light and 
hard to swallow. The orchestra, 
however, was its own sweet self, 

“Madame Butterfly” was the or- 
chestral treat and the boys ac- 
quitted themselves nicely. How-~ 
ever, the closing episode, a scene 
in one with Rose Helen Bink, was 
rather flat. Miss Bink probably 
sings too well as she was a bit 
above the heads of her audience 
and got only a ripple of applause. 
Miss Bink also makes one other 
appearance, Big act for the week 
is called “Red Hot Peppers.” Three 
boys and a girl go through various 
dance routines. Girl, especially, 
fails to lend much to the act. 

Short subjects included newsreel, 
Puffy comedy and Oswald cartoon, 
“The Irresistible Lover’ (U) was 
i sereen feature. Tsrael, 


CAPITOL 
(NEW YORK) 


New York, April 22. 

Rain killed biz Sunday matinee, 
Marion Davies in “The Patsy” 
(M-G) on the screen and loaded 
with laughs. The presentation 
bears the title “Vanity Fair,” and is 
pretty good picture house stuff, 
Valodia Vestoff and Marion Vaughn, 
programed, were absent, apparently 
replaced by Horton Spurr. Rosee 
mary, the coloratura soprano, was 
also missing, although programed 
for her third successive week. 

Stage end included Monsieur 
Adolphus Berg, who has played fre- 
quently in vaudeville as a loose 
cioth gown designer. This jibed in 
nicely with the “Vanity Fair” idea 
and may have been the ‘inspiration 
for it. Berg dressed three girls, 
concluding with a bridal outfit. It’s 
a workable idea but limited because 
there are very few practitioners. 
Climax of the act was partially 
lost through some of it having been 
used in the opening. The interim 
was occupied by Horton Spurr with 
two routines, both darbs and strong 
audience: stuff. Spurr’s acrobatics 
are standout stuff and he is a feat- 
ure for any de luxe movie parlor, 
Caffery and Miller found him tough 
to follow when later in the act they 
contributed some good acrobatics 
on their own. John Quinlan, intro- 
duced as just back from Europe, 
sang with a strong voice. Tarasoff- 
Valery dancers filled in daintily. 
More time than usual allotted to 
Walt Roesner and the stage band. 
By contrast with the Capitol’s 
former dignity Walt’s interpretation 
of “The Birth of the Blues” was 
positively hotsy-totsy. It may be 
that the Capitol, in anticipation of 
Paul Ash’s arrival at the Para- 
mount, is giving the stage band 
more leeway to steam things up. 
Although west of Chicago all m. c.’s,. 
are hoofers on the side, Broadway 
is not used to seeing its baton kings 
break into a blackbottom. Conse- 
quently there may be some surprise 
expressed at the sawdust sprinkling 
this week. 
David Mendoza put the house or- 
chestra through their paces with a 
medley of Franz Schubert music. 
The Paramount has also been 
showing a series of Schubert one- 
reelers for orchestral accompani- 
ment. The tunes made a nice opener 
for the Capitol and a departure 
from the usual picture house stand- 
ard overtures, which are few and 
often repeated as a rule. 
Newsreel gave prominence to 
Paramount’s exclusive on the 
Bremen fiyers. Strong applause 
greeted individual poses of the two 
German flyers. 


TOWER 


(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, April 20. 

Will the stageband policy eventue 
ally die? If it does, what will re- 
place it? Picture house showmen 
are hearing and discussing these 
questions constantly. Most of them 
believe that inasmuch as the stage- 
band has outlived the period of fad, 
it has established itself as a more 
or less permanent department of 
show business. Others believe it 
will ultimately expire, a_ belief 
based upon the fact that aside from 
the three primary’ essentials— 
screen, projection and musical ac- 
companiment to  pictures—every 
type or form of entertainment in 
picture houses has become quickly 
antiquated through rapid develop- 
ment of the industry. 

Both sides of the argument are 
backed by logic, but you can’t hate 
anybody for wondering what will 
happen if the stageband policy does 
pass out. 

With this thought in mind, the 
Tower is reported. It’s a large south 
side house, built by Lubliner & 
Trinz, and taken over by the Or- 
pheum Circuit upon completion, 
Since its opening about two years 
ago the house had been a sorry flop 
with five acts of W. V. M. A. vaude- 
ville and a feature picture on a 
split-week basis. 

Two weeks ago the McCall- 
Bridge musical comedy stock play- 
ers were brought in by the Orpheum 
Circuit, a belated and pride wallop- 
ing admission that the neighbor- 
hood didn’t want vaude. Orpheum 
offered the stock players a nice per- 
centage agreement, but the wise 
stock outfit demanded guarantee 
plus percentage, They got it. And 
now the house is presenting musi- 
cal comedies and farces with in- 
terpolated music on a full week 
schedule, with a feature picture. 
The stage shows run 90 minutes, 
and the features are suitable third 
runs. Top week night price is 50 
ergy and 10 cents is added on Sun- 

ay. 

To customers this policy seems 
more of a bargain than vaudfilm. 
They’re getting a combination of 
picture house and legit for little 
more than the tax on a Shubert 
pass. 3usiness has been gratify- 
ingly stimulated. 

Opening week the McCall-Bridge 
group presented “No, No Nanette,” 
frankly putting on the flash to 
make an impression. This week's 
production is not so pretentious, but 
there has been no cheating. ‘“Get- 
ting Gertie’s Garter,” farce, is being 
played with song and dance in- 
terpolations. The effect is novel 
and not jarring. Several minutes 
of the farce are run off, and then 


a switch is made to one for a 
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REVIEWS 


song or dance specialty. There are 
seven of these in one spots, and 
they break the play into a series of 
smoothly run skits with a contin- 
plot. 

“Gertie’ concerns comic adven- 
tures of a gent who has recently 
been married and wants to get pos- 
session of a garter bearing his pho- 
tograph which he had given to a 
previous sweetheart, also just mar- 
ried. The gal is willing to give it 
back, but constant intervention of 
other parties frustrates the idea. 
Action takes place in the home and 
barn belonging to the girl just mar- 
ried. This play was written in 
days when dirt ‘wasn’t so _ bald 
faced, and it’s clean enough for 
picture houses despite the title. 

Chorus lineup of 24 is featured in 
the dance spots, well costumed and 
possessing sufficient talent for drill. 
Most of the girls are good looking 
but are a little discordant as a com- 
posite because of various and 
unique styles of hairdressing. How 
important this item is was _ re- 
vealed when they appeared 100 per 
eent. more attractive with their 
hair covered. Principals include 
Mildred Billert as femme lead, 
capable in lines, sweet to look at 
and with a nice smattering of song 
and dance ability. Lee Prather is 
essentially a comedian, convincing 
enough to submerge minor powers 
with pipes and feet. He's already 
a favorite here. Bettie Mack, in- 
genue, has the best understanding 
of humorous delivery among the 
girls and pairs nicely with Walter 
Lee, diminutive comic with a side 
forte of acrobatic dancing, Faye 
Hammond plays a straight femme 
while Luther Yantis is the male 
lead, Staging by Francis Sayles. 

Stock musical comedy policy 
seems destined for profit here, al- 
ready increasing Sunday perform- 
ances from the regular week day 
three to four. It is in neighbor- 
hood opposition to the Tivoli, a 
Publix-B. & K. house which had 
considerable to do with making the 
south side completely overlook 
vaudeville. 

Progress of the Tower’s new poli- 
cy, be it up or down, is_ worth 
watching. Loop. 


ROXY 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, April 22.. 
When four out of six clips in a 
newsreel draw applause it may 
demonstrate the importance of the 
weekly magazine to a program and 


how it can aid that same program. 

Newsreel here this week starts 
out with Movietone’s reproduction 
of the Bremen takeoff from Ireland 
after which the regular projector 
picks up Paramount’s exclusive on 
the two German flyers at Greenly 
Island. Back to Movietone again 
for the showing of Tilden and his 
Davis Cup team taking over Mexico, 
bells ringing in the Leaning Tower 
of Pisa, and the catapulting of 
planes off the decks of warships. 
The Bremen takeoff, Greenly Island, 
Tower of Pisa and aeroplane deck 
hops were the applause subjects. 
M-G-M was also in for a single 
shot. All in all 14 minutes and 
plenty to look at. 

It’s one of those weeks at the 
where the show is good and 
picture doesn’t scintillate. “The 
Play Girl’ (Fox) is on the screen 
and with the weekly comprises the 
only film fare, rolled off in a total 
of 64 minutes. The rest of the two- 
hour show is split between the stage 
and “Rhapsody in Blue” as the over- 
ture. And the Gershwin work is 
well worth listening to, despite its 
familiarity, as this pit outfit plays 
st. 

On the stage end the house has 
augmented its Roxyettes from 16 to 
32 girls who repeat Russell Mar- 
kert’s “Tinkle-Tot,”’ as great a doll 
number as Broadway has viewed in 
or out of a legit house in seasons. 
Originally done with 16 girls, the 
routine was held over the first time 
used. It probably will now become 
a house standard, repeating at will 
and always sure. Another repeat 
is Harold Van Duzee’s singing of 
“Laugh, Clown, Laugh,” and also 
just as good as when first tried. 
Audience went for both these items 
so solidly as to remove all doubt. 

Following the overture the stage 
sequence opened on “In a Theatrical 
Boarding House” and then into “Di- 
vertissements” which made it 34 
minutes before the screen was 
reached. Boarding house set was 
not any too attractive on this big 
Stage with all performers in ordi- 
nary street clothes. Locust Sisters, 
four, warbled twice, Libby Holman 
and Gladys Rice soloed and 16 of 
the Roxyettes finished in an en- 
semble 4rill. 

Divertissements had a ballet of 
23, headed by Virginia Mauret and 
Nicholas Daks, in a gypsy camp as 
the initial item. Followed a normal 
routine and pretty without being 
unusual. Ruth-Ann Watson's two- 
minute dance was noteworthy on 
lighting. Miss Watson cavorted in 
a blue dress under white and blue 
Side spots and one red lamp. It 
Was lighting that commanded and 
held attention. The doll number 
then wound up, as before, in front 
of black drapes and pure white 
lights. 

After the weekly “Rustle of 
Spring,” which employed more su- 
perb use of shading. Vocal chorus 
of 30, ballet of 14, eight girls parad- 
ing flash butterfly costumes and the 


toxy 
the 


2 Roxyettes again set the stage 


picture for this, a total of 84 people. 
Helen Ardelle and Douglas Stan- 
bury sang the theme song, a Rapee 
and Pollack melody. Main effect 
here was achieved with the Roxy- 
ettes spread fanshape in two rows 
on a platform holding a gauze which 
shaded to a base of green in front 
of a back drop flooded in red. Final 
illusion was of a rainbow following 
a stereopticon rainstorm. All this 
took 17 minutes, after which the 
screen leader for just 50 minutes. 
Good looking show which meets 
the standards this house has set for 
itself on appearance and entertain- 
ment. A slight point the boys who 
claim film houses don’t need stage 
shows can mull over. Sid. 


ORIENTAL 


(“Jazz Town” Unit) 
(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, April 20. 

This is the first of the last three 
Paul Ash-Lou McDermott units. In 
it the Oriental has one of its most 
elaborate stage extravaganzas. 

Llevation of the asbestos uncovers 
a special front drop on which an 
able scenic artists has reproduced 
grotesque skyscrapers, after the art 
of Arthur Rackham, They are curly, 
colorful, drunken skyscrapers. Over 
them is a moon. The moon’s face 
does not indicate sobriety. Working 
in front of the curtain is the ballet, 
not the original Abbott Girls, but 
the Rainbo Garden Girls as produced 
originally for that cafe by Le Roy 
Prinz. These girls, a bit taller than 
the average, are exceptionally well 
routined and attractive. They do 
some clever floor work, and as they 
work an unbilled male vocalist, in 
the uniform of a street car conduc- 
tor, sings through a megaphone. A 
better voice would improve this 
feature. 

As the girls leave the stage the 
curtain splits to disclose the ‘Merry 
Mad Musical Gang” hard at it. The 
instrumentalists are spread across 
the movable platform, prop build- 
ings with huge colored windows, 
similar to those painted on the first 
curtain, serving as a background. 
Back of the buildings are heavy 
black velvet drapes. An intoxicated 
red moon looms in the blackness of 
the sky. 

Ash makes his entrance with the 
customary smile, which has had so 
much to do with his Success. As he 
enters, the band platform moves 
forward. He radiates just a bit more 
personality than ever before, and 
the applause which greets him indi- 
cates he is still the big shot of pre- 
sentations around here. He intro- 
duces a current hit with the or- 
chestra, and then presents Toots 
Novelle. Novelle makes a likable 
appearance, in green and black as 
a jazz clown, goes through some 
acrobatic dancing and into the wings 
to very fair applause. 

One of the bandsmen, Arthur 
Dixon, a recent addition, vocalizes. 
Ash lets him put across his first two 
numbers without interruption, and 
then starts kidding him. He in- 
structs the vocal work, using tech- 
nical terms. When the boy does a 
serious number, Ash tells him how 
to put in the expression with each 
line. They go strong for the horse- 
play at the Oriental. 

Crandall and Marlay, two little 
girls in yellow ballet costumes, are 
the show stoppers. These kids have 
a superior bit of comedy terpsichore. 
The girls assume gawky attitudes, 
go into graceful swerves only to 
wind up disastrously. They are hits, 
wows, and how! The girls were 
called back five or six times, and 
Ash finally had to fight the applause 
with the band. 

Little Sylvia Floss is also good. 
She is the demure baby type, lifts 
up her hands and vo-de-o-does ’em. 
From that to more artistic singing, 
and she impersonates Nora Bayes 
and Al Jolson. Healy and Clifford, 
two clean-cut looking hoofers, are 
then on for brief taps and soft shoe. 

In the finale Paul Ash introduces 
a band number of the hesitant va- 
riety. Each time his baton hesitates 
the band hesitates, and with the in- 
terruption of the music the lights in 
the window of the jazz houses go 


on and off and the moon winks 
knowingly. And the ballet steps 
again. 


Henri Keats, at the old red con- 
sole, did himself proud. Following 
the showing of the picture, “Across 
to Singapore” (M-G) and a Para- 
mount newsreel, Keats used slides 
as prelude to a vocal solo. A good 
number of the audience joined in 
the patron’s chorus, and when the 
console submerged and a film trailer 
announced the approach of the stage 
band show, the applause was so 
insistent that the trailer was cut off 
while Keats did an encore. 

Business, capacity, with the usual 
line outside waiting to see Ash. 

Loop. 


GRAND RIVIERA 


(DETROIT) 
Detroit, April 19. 

It’s obvious that C. W. Munz, 
owner and operator of one half of 
the town’s pair of neighborhood 
presentation theatres, has permitted 
someone to talk him into something 
that, from appearances, neither he 
nor the talker knew anything about. 
Or it might be that Munz lent an 
anxious ear and an eager hand be- 
cause the subject of the spiel was a 
new idea for picture houses. Jn that 
case Munz could not have weighed 
the true value of the innovation but 
accepted it just because it looked 
new. 

The plan Js a terrible flop in its 


first week. To drop the old for the - 


new, the Riv tossed out a formal 
presentation policy, a stage band, 
eliminated its popular m. ¢.-conduc- 
tor’'s most likeable qualities, if not 
that gentleman altogether, closing 
out a policy that has meant consist- 
ent coin to the theatre and its 
owner. The successor, on view for 
the tirst time this week, has been 
conceived by Ray Midgely, producer 
of stock burlesque shows and not 
deviating from that classitication. 
Midgely’s talent in the field of bur- 
ley-q is not to be questioned, but the 
Grand Riviera is a picture house. 
The fact that he is doubling here 
While staging weekly change stock 
burlesque bills at the Palace, down- 
town, is enough, 

To desribe Midgely’s 
brainchild under a single term is 
difficult. To sit through it is tougher. 
That the feeling was general was 
illustrated by the numerous walk- 
outs in the middle of a performance 
in a theatre that gives only one stage 
show an evening. The show was a 
hodge-podge of everything not at 
home in a picture house and on a 
p. h. stage, with the ex-stage band 
detailed to the pit and the stage 
devoted to blackouts, tableaux, bur- 
lesque standbys, countless changes 
of costume, and all accomplished 
with a bewildering and goofy change 
ot pace that would be worth a for- 
tune to a slinger of basebails. 

Through it all worked 16 girls, 
feeble successors to the Riv’s pre- 
vious nifty dancing chorus of eight, 
and on this stage no doubt only be- 
cause they are girls. But for a 
youthful face and figure here and 
there, the 16 are a group of dames 
typical of the burlesque school, do- 
ing little more than simple stepping 
and drill stuff and carrying beauti- 
ful costumes in the manner of col- 
legiate female impersonators at the 
annual university play. 

And Monk Watson works in a 
red nose. Monk, who for almost 
two years has been the neighbor- 
hood’s rave, is demoted to the pit 
and struggles to bear the former 
standard. About the only fault with 
Monk until now is that he’s staying 
in one spot too long. This week's 
fault isn’t his, though he tried to 
smooth it over and almost succeed- 
ed in saving the show on two or 
three occasions. Watson is a smart 
conductor and a@ simarter gangster- 
m.c. He is said to have objected 
to partaking -in the “Don’t forget to 
tell the governor” gag. Can’t blame 
Monk for sidestepping, but you can 
blame the Riv for letting this black- 
out go through. A bandsman played 
the boy, he played it as a musician 
might be expected to. And there 
were other speaking bits by bands- 
men, and played the same way. 

Another bad item evolved around 
the stale business of fashions, past, 
present and future, enacted behind 
three scrims set in a row across the 
stage. All surprisingly poorly cos- 
tumed, with the futurity figure re- 
vealing nothing to evoke wishes of 
long life. Bad lighting also con- 
tributed to the mess. This number 
led to another costume affair, hav- 
ing the entire 16 girls in old-fash- 
ijoned apparel in a lengthy, bore- 
some, badly staged piece of baloney. 
All characters emerged from a book 
in the center of a full staged draped 
set. The book was lost on this 
large Riv platform and had a 
cheapening effect on whatever fol- 
lowed. It would just about fit the 
Palace, where Midgely probably hit 
upon the idea in the first place. 

The entree to the finale had Wat- 
son and a member of the band ata 
table, with Watson discussing his 
ancestors, and a mailed fizure com- 
ing to life in a cutout in the center 
of the drop. For the windup, every- 
body out in ancient garb, marching 
down a long, wide flight of steps 
to organ accompaniment. 

Merle Clark, organist, was in 
form in his solo spot, but an unwill- 
ing detriment to the stage proceed- 
ings. However, as with Watson, it 
wasn't his fault. 

Band played with its usual excel- 
lence in two numbers, despite the 
strange pit location, and Watson 
grabbed his regular portion of 
laughs with a gag or so on the 
wrong side of the foots. 

Feature film, “Devil Dancer” 
(Par), figured surefire through Gilda 
Gray and its downtown rep, but 
word of the stage disaster had ap- 
parently traveled the rounds by 
Wednesday, for attendance was 
‘way below average. Inquiry at the 
front of the house brought news 
that business on the three days 
after the Sunday opening was under 
that of the same period in Holy 
Week. Title of Midgley’s initial pic- 
ture house stage venture is “Broad- 
way Brevities.” A cinch that the 
current policy will not last more 
than two weeks, if that lone. 


opening 


MARRIAGES 


Solly Smallman of Joe Leblang'’s | 
ticket agency engaged to Gertrude 
Nachtigall of Phila. 

Fidel La Barba, retired flyweight 
champion of the world, to Mrs. 
Marion de Beck, former wife of 
2illy de Beck, cartoonist, at Santa 
Cruz, N. M., April 21. 

Jean Dupont, screen 
Lieut. Earl Miller, naval 
April 15, Reno, Nev. 

Richard Barthelmess, Screen star, 
to Mrs. Jessica Sargeant (non-pro- 


writer, to 
aviator, 


VARIETY 


— 


~ Vaudeville Reviews 


PALACE 


(St. Vaude) 

Ken Murray is only billed as the 
spokesman. Maybe if he had te 
a boiled shirt starched 
underwear hed be a master of cere- 
monies, or billing and 
calling Murray carries the show at 
the Palace this Week on the strength 
ot his clowning, not too abundantly 
supplied with clever material though 
gagging is surefire almost all the 
way through. Written as if the au- 
thor were afraid to be too smart 
because the new small time audi- 
ences now attending what is left 
ff vaudeville away from New York 
mightn't get it. 

Prefacing each of the acts of the 
tlarry Carroll unit, spotted on the 
program in mixed order, with com- 
ical travesties, Murray still finds it 
possible to fill his own spot in next 
to closing as if fresh on the scene. 
Mollowing Frances White, who reg- 
istered immeasurably stronger here 
than at Loew's State, perhaps on 
cccount of the size of the house, 
Murray entertained the customers 
Monday night for 20 solid minutes 
without a break in the riotous laugh- 
ter. 

Finally, working with a’ plant who 
comes on the stage, Murray stopped 
the show but continued with the 
number. The plant, billed as Milton 
Charleston, is invited to sing, recite 
and give imitations. After the first 
attempt Murray eraciously invites 
the boy to dance and then suddenly 
jumps on him. After that every 
time Murray extended his arms to 
the plant in an invitation to dance 
the mob out front howled. A rub- 
ber faced mugger of the first grade, 
delivering in easy style, Murray does 
not seem to take naturally to ad 
libbing which marks the true fun- 
ster but he carries k. o. drops for 
vaudeville audiences, 

Only two acts aside from the Car- 
roll unit, Frances White and the De 
Marcos. Miss White, opening the 
‘ast half, is at her best in a number 
‘called “The Sweetest Story Ever 
Told” for appearance, costuming, 
lelivery and song. To the mob in 
this house Miss White evidently 
meant more than to the usual audi- 


wear 


Regardless 


ence, getting by nicely with her 
weaker numbers and _ scoring for 
heavy returns on the others. En- 


cored after several curtains, bring- 
ing her pianist,-Ted Murray, into 
the pit and John Meehan, hoofer, on 
the stage to accompany. 

De Marcos closed the first half. 
One of the finest dancing presenta- 
tions in the show business with pic- 
ture houses the best possibility. De 
Marco registered for applause on 
practically every effort in his solo 
number. Sallroom dancing number 
as the clincher. 

Following an introduction by 
Murray six girls, “In the Gym,” 
opened. No outstanding routines in 
the various song and dance numbers 
but kept stepping at a fast pace 
and would serve as a good opener. 

Followed by the California Col- 
legians, orchestra, also part of the 
Carroll unit. The circus burlesque 
and following comedy business ef- 
fective despite inability to deliver 
in polished style. A wire-walking 
number over an elastic rope held 
in the mouths of two supporters 
xains immediate response. Two of 
the boys do a smart monkey imi- 
tation and then the entire crew rol 
on the floor flapping like seals and 
croaking for fish. 

Every succeeding comedy number 


increased the strength of the act. 
Clinched with a broad satire on 
“Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” one of the 


boys in a red wig, shoulders covered 
with a dilapidated shawl, clutching 
a ragged doll, is chased across the 
stage by the human  bloodhounds 
with whiskbrooms as tails while 
Simon Legree follows on snowshoes. 
Harry Carroll first appears on the 
stage in the following number wit! 
Ann Greenway, whose repertoire of 
songs is badly chosen and unsuited 
for her type of delivery. Mis: 
Greenwav’s voice does not carry 
sufficiently and should therefore be 
confined to plaintive ballads instead 
of trying to send over difficult nov 
elty numbers. Makes fine appear- 
ance and is attractively costumed 
Harry Carroll, “Glorifying Amer- 
iean Youth” (New Acts), closed, 
bringing Ken Murray, Ann Green- 
way, the Collegians and the girl: 
back for approximately 30 minutes. 
Mort, 


RIVERSIDE 


(St. Vaude) 


fessional), at Reno, Nev., April 21. 


3ig time show for the first time 
in a long time. At any rate its 
more than a bargain for the 75 
cents top. Looks like they’re plung- 
ing heavy to keep the uptown houss 
out of the discard. Good house 
Monday night despite bad weather, 
so they'll come out anytime for a 
real show. 

Names surefire standards 
galore with Nan Halperin and 
Helen MackKellar sharing top billing. 
Latter is back from legit for an- 


other once around in the tab yer- jthur Avlesworth and Co. in 


sion of “The Mud Turtle.” 


| 
Miss Halperin copped the show | 


Without a struggle with her song 


just about nosing out Miss Mae- 
Kellar in her dramatic skit for third 
place, 

Il Ray Sisters opened with a 


skatorial specialty combining trick 
stuff and dancing on rollers, topping 
oft by nifty costume changes click- 
ing both on ability and tlash. 

Jack Hewitt and Fred Hall 
deuced with harmony singing. Neat 
sinsing net. George MekKay and 
Ottie Ardine, next, also managed 
particulirly well with their dialog 
and dancing. 


Miss Halperin followed. Since 
last around she has dropped her 
“Historical Dames” eyele and is 


back to a former routine featuring 
some of her past caricatures and 
possibly a couple of new ones, 

Guy and Pearl Magley, dancers, 
offered a class dance revue flanked 
by the Melvin Sisters, harmony 
singers, and Peggy Ward, one of 
the niftiest acrobatic dancers seen 
around in seme. time Featured 
team contributed a trio of dances 
all handled with abilitv and class, 

Winifred Byrd, concert pianiste, 
Was a standout in a classical reper- 
toire. Miss Byrd excellent 
technique that bespeaks thorough 
training. Helen MackKellar followed 
and while scoring in this abridged 
version of a former legit vehicle 
did not top either Miss Halperin 
or the Weaver boys. Nevertheless, 
Miss Mackellar is a good name for 
vaude and the plavlet a sufficient 


build up for the star. 

Aerial DeGroffs, mixed team, 
closed with balancing and gym- 
nastics atop aerial trapeze, Act 


suffered through many walkouts be- 
cause of the length of the show. 
Nevertheless, okay. Edba. 


STATE 


(Vaudfilm) 

The downpour reacted against 
the gate Monday night, although it 
was an aid at the matinee, The 
gross, however, Was-more than sat- 


Benny Davis’ act (New Acts), be- 
cause of its size of 21 people and 
the strength of the flicker feature, 
cut the vaude section down to five 
acts, 

Rest of the bill was standard in 
calibre. Brosius and Barton in a 
cycle routine started, followed by 
Natalie Alt, a prima in the deuce 
with a male accompanist. The un- 
usually conscientious manner of A, 
Joseph Jordan's extraordinary mu- 
sical co-operation in the pit mani- 
fested itself in Miss Alt’s 11 min- 
utes. Jordan is a rare specie of 
trench maestro, giving his musical 
assignment thought and_= serious 
consideration that is a credit to the 
ace Loew house. A_ practical or- 
chestral conductor like Jordan 
probably has plenty of valuable 
ideas on vaude accompaniment and 
the consistent manner in which he 
works out every deal, as observed 
from past performances, doubtlessly 
has given him a background that 
should be of great value for future 
theatre music activity. 

Miss Alt was followed by Mary 
and Ann Clark, an indifferent com- 
edy two-act. One does eccentric 
with material against them, al- 
though the act has been around for 
a spell. Chatter is not in keeping 
with the contemporary pace and the 


entire act idea could stand editing 
and revision. 
Winsor McCay, ereator of ani- 


mated cartooning, was a novelty 10- 
minute interlude with a menagerie 
of fantastic live stock which were 


standing out. 


cleverly contrived to synchronize 


inot only with McCay’s monologistic 


skeleton but also musically. The 
showmanly fashion in which Mc- 
Cav, who is otherwise a Hearst- 


syndicated cartoonist, presents his 
frolic is generally impressive and 
they appreciate the significance of 
it all, Renny Davis and his frolic- 
some gang closed, doing 50 minutes, 
followed by “Love.” Abel, 
BROADWAY 
(Vaudfilm) 

Something amiss with the bill at 
the Broadway Monday. It may have 
been the rain. It didn't help biz 
any, that was certain. 

Vaude section followed some late 
and interesting shots of the Germane- 
Irish flying expedition. 

The James Lee Revue apparently 
had an off night. Man attempted 
sinving that couldn't be heard much 
heyond the first few rows. The act 
is a dancing combo more than any- 
thing, with the work of the acrobatic 
Trio steamed up 


some applause at the finish with a 
Baltimore dance. 

Meehan and Newman did fairly 
well, although some of the patter 


seemed to drift, while for a moment 


in No. 4. Weaver Brothers and | 
managed to lide in = fot 
second honors with their nifty line 


the girl’s Ukelele Ike chant got the 
wrong play frem the upper tiers. 
The mans acrobatics pleased. Are 


‘Envy” 
shown to better advantage in 
house 
Purke and Durkin found an easy 
pot. The singing in particular 
pleased, with Kurke toward the end 
king it ost a one-sided affair, 


have 
other 


aim 


isfactory, everything considering, x 
the Garbo-Gilbert “Love” (M-G) 
figuring strongly in the draw. 
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VARIETY 


NEW ACTS 


Miss Durkin has personality and a 
dimple, still feminine assets to this 
act. Act finished to applause. Tal- 
ent and Merit worked hard and did 
their best to make the bill show 
more pep and ginger. 

The Rooney and Clinton orches- 
tra scored the biggest hit of the 
show so far, the combined music 
‘and dancing proving a worthwhile 
proposition. Makes a pleasing ap- 
pearance and Julia Rooney’s char- 
acteristic dancing was applauded 
upstairs and down. 

Harmon and Sands mixed up 
comedy and songs te favor. As the 
show was palpably short of comedy 
the work of Miss Harmon found big 
returns. She is quite a comedienne 
and quick to seize any little point 
for a laugh. Hit in this spot. 

Bike acts seem to be finding pop- 
ularity again as quite a number 
have been booked around lately. 
Leon and May, closing the show, 
showed a little better than the aver- 
age, the man in particular being 
particular expert in his routine. On 
the screen, “The Leopard Lady." 

Mark. 


ACADEMY 
(Vaudfilm) 


Apparently the sky is the stop on 
galaries at this house. Edgar 
Allen’s department has been book- 
ing in some attention-attracting 
bills topped by such headliners as 
Willie and Eugene Howard, who 
gon’t put on their brown derbies 
for any measly ,stipend. 

The proof of the pudding is in 
the business. For 50 cents with a 
picture, a picture house orchestra, 
thrown in, anybody’s 
got to know the five boroughs 
€lcerlainment buy can be found. 

What the Academy’s de luxe 
lineups are doing to the Jefferson 
(Keith booked) is nobody’s bonus. 
The Academy fills to the rafters. 

France and LaBell opened after 
the orchestra overtured with a med- 
ley from “Show Boat.” The girl in 


this twosome is outstanding, per- 
forming with daintiness daring 
feats of real impressiveness. She 


is a looker to boot. 
Academy afidiences are a little 


_ Yprone to take things matter of 


fact. Especially do the early spots 
suffer because of this lethargy. Dale 
and Wentz (New Acts), on second 
with a very neat routine of chatter, 
songs and dances, found the patrons 
remiss in appropriate sentiments of 
appreciation. However, this team 
went merrily along expressing no 
concern whatever as most of their 
gags died where they dropped. 

Bob Larry’s Entertainers (New 
Acts) is an eight man vaude band 
with effects, Back drops’ with 
moon, stars, ships and lighted 
buildings that pass in the night, al} 
the good old tricks Vincent Lope: 
was considered so smart for de- 
veloping back in '20 or thereabouts 
It will be on their scenery that 
Larry's Entertainers work. They 
should bring out the bunch lights 
for a bow. Barr, Mayo and Wrenn. 
two men and a girl, have been a 
working act for some seasons. They 
refiect class although the straight 
man's diction is a little mush- 
mouthed at times and needs watch- 
ing. Royal Gasgoine slowed things 
up a little in fifth spot, not through 
intrinsic weakness in his act but 
through the spotting of a juggler 
in the important. five niche. Gas- 
goine has been getting spots for a 
long while. He has dropped his 
former running comment, “Oh, me. 
oh, my,” etc. Also bad is his work- 
ing in front of a house olio without 
spot light or balls of contrasting 
color. It is difficult to follow some 
of his tricks. 

McKee and O’Connor Revue dia 
very nicely although it seemed rather 
small timey, dragging in one of those 
breakneck, showy hoofers for th: 
jast minute and a half. Gave the 
impression that this flash-in-the- 
pan kid was topping the solid tal- 
ents of Miss McKee and Mr. O'’Con- 
nor. During one of Miss McKee'’s 
numbers the left wing of the or- 
chestra was engaged in some mys- 
terious signailing and whispering 
back and forth that was noticeabl« 
and didn’t make it any easier for 
the performer. Social activities of 
musicians should be confined to the 
pinochle table. 

Willie and Eugene Howard 
aroused the neighbors to convul- 
sions of enthusiasm. The reverbera- 
tion of mitts and teethy whistling 
indicated that there is yet hope of 
teaching the Academics to give the 
first four acts a break. Willie did 
his better known imitations and 
umpty-teen songs. Douglas Charles 
Co., acrobatic novelty, closed. Tom 
Mix in “Horseman of the Plains” 
Fox) on the screen. Land. 


AMERICAN 


(Vaudfilm) 

A rainy Monday night that pre- 
vented street idling and the feature 
picture “Sadie Thompson” (also not 
unconnected with “Rain’’) combined 
to pile them into the American. A 
capacity audience made a_e vast 
amount of applause fuss over a 
mediocre show. The American is 
stabilized into a family gathering 
place. They'll applaud almost any- 
thing. And there are almost as many 
things they'll laugh at. 

A three-member acrobatic act in 


closing who did rather ordinary 
“teeth” feats drew applause that 


TOM MIX and TONY 
30 Mins.; Full 
Orpheum, Kansas City. 
Kansas City, April 22. 


Personal appearance of Tom Mix 
and Tony is just about as far from 
a vaudeville act as can be imag- 
ined. But the fans don’t care what 
the two do, just so they come out 
and show themselves. 

Since the opening in Denver a cou- 
ple of weeks ago, the “act” has been 
ironed out with most of the time 
given tc Tom, who just talks, and 
concludes by inviting everybody to 
visit him at his California ranch. 
He means it, too. 

A short trailer shows both man 
and horse in a few stunts and then 
the drapes part to reveal the star 
on his horse. Mix is in pure white 
from his 10-gallon hat to riding 
breeches. His reception is tremen- 
dous. In acknowledgement he tells 
how he appreciates the youth of 
America, how he has to live up to 
his rep with ‘he kids and as a con- 


sequence is a better man. He next 
eulogizes Tony, stating the pony 
had been his for 16 years. A bit of 


comedy by Jim Toney, who is on the 
bill and clowning during the Mix 
appearance, got laughs and relieves 
the routine. 

A bit of rifle shooting follows, Mix 
missing occasionally. After that a 
neat exhibition of rope whirling by 
a couple of the Mix ranch cowboys. 
Then some six-gun shooting, Mix 
using a .44 and a target about the 
size of a nickel with no misses. 
Finale has Mix on the horse and 
the ropers working at both sides. 
No question of the admiration 
young America has for this popu- 
lar pair. Receptions have been big 
at every performance, Hughes. 


MANTILLA TRIO 

Acrobatic 

9 Mins.; Full Stage 

American (V-P) 

Two men doing equilibristic and 
novelty perch work and a woman 
who breaks up the routines with 
solo dances. Novelty is introduced 
by use of a pole suspended from 
above instead of balanced from the 
ground. Bearer works at the top, 
holding roman rings for partner to 
work on and at the finish holding 
in his teeth a second pole upon 
which the flier poses while it swings 
through a wide circle. 

This is preceded by the usual 
equilibristic feats, splendidly per- 
formed with slow lifts into hand to 
hand balances, etc. Act is flawless- 
ly dressed and the acrobatic style 
is good. 

Acceptable closer as spotted at 
the American, Rush. 


would have made Caruso thrill at a 
Metropolitan opening. It’s a great 
house to work for, and it must be 
a pastime to book it. 

Maxon and Morris, veteran comic 
singers, working with cabinet doll 
figures after the manner of Happy 
Fanny Fields. Boisterous style of a 
bygone vaudeville era, but this 
crowd hailed it as a lively novelty. 
Appearance of the team at the finish, 
showing the woman as a grotesquely 
fat figure, got them off for a sur- 
prise laugh. Team hasn’t changed a 
detail of routine in 10 years. 

The rest of the bill was largely 
experimental, altogether new or 
made up of specialists playing new 
territory or in new combinations. In 
the group were Miller and Rainey, 
man and woman sketch people, ex- 
.sperienced troupers on their form, 
but new to Variety's files; Lola 
Menzelli, familiar type of dance 
flash pair; Fields and DeCosta, new 
combination of standdrd players; 
Bond and Trent, sister act using a 
new type of act, and Mantilla Trio, 
two men and qa woman, in dancing 
and acrobatics. <All are under New 
Acts. 

With all this fresh material, it was 
no wonder the show ran off uncer- 
tainly. Almost the only established 
turn in the frameup was Johnny 
Berkes, assisted by Virginia Sully, 
and working his familiar dance and 
piano playing comedy. This feature, 
billed at the top, overshadowed 
everything. It was spotted next to 
closing and acleanup. Berkes’ cubist 
dance style was a wow for the 8th 
avenuers, while the “blues” singing 
of his girl partner was exactly to 
their liking. A personable femme 
trouper, this girl, the perfect petti- 
coat foil for a comic, and an engag- 
ing seller of syncqpated numbers. 

But one nexto-to-closing feature 
doesn’t make a vaudeville bill, and 
the show was loose and shapeless in 
its running. Just a matter of the 
standard material not being there. 

But still one must remember in 
these vaudfilm bills, where there is 
a “Sadie Thompson” with the United 
Artists stiff rental for any picture, it 
means an extra outlay on the pic- 
ture end. And with that extra film 
expense, Who shall deny that Jake 
Lubin is entitled to trim his vaude 
cost accordingly? For maybe after 
all on any night “Rain” looks pretty 


good asa picture attraction. Rush. 


HARRY CARROLL REVUE (16) 
“Glorifying American Youth” 
30 Mins.; One and Three (Special 

Sets) 

Palace (St. V.) 

Harry Carroll’s newest revue, 
written and staged by himself and 
Ballard MacDonald, carries a punch 
line in the next-to-shut scene that 
the customers will take home and 
relay. Not only the line but the 
skillful construction and delivery, 
manifested throughout in the va- 
rious song, dance and comedy rou- 
tines, that leads up to the climax 
are of the highest order. 

Scene 5 is a card game with Ken 
Murray, Milton Charleston, his 
side in the regular act, Harry Car- 
roll and Lou Wood. It seems that 
Murray picked up four aces and a 
deuce, with deuces running wild. 
Raises to the limit of the bankroll 
after breathing louldy, “I'll take a 
chance,” and is prepared to gather 
up the shekels after listening to 
two of the others when Charleston 
pipes up with the protest that he 
wins because he has a “Palocka.” 
A Palooka, he explains, is a mitt 
wherein no two cards are alike. 

Satire on “Beau Geste,” also 

surefire, with Murray as the cap- 
tain struting around the fort in 
baggy, bright green, balloon pants. 
The Collegians are again in evi- 
dence here as the stalwart soldiers 
and produce loud merriment 
through disorganized drilling and 
general comedy during the heat of 
the battle. 
Revue moves along at a rapid 
rate, showing graceful trimming, 
without a minute wasted. As a 
unit, the revue for the closing act, 
can’t miss. Mori. 


JOSEPHINE McLEAN’S 

“Dance Rhapsodies” (5) 

15 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Hillstreet (V-P) Los Angeles’ 

Flash dance revue good enough 
for a featured spot on any vaude- 
ville bill. Lot of color and action 
carrying three girls and two boys, 
up on their toes all the time. If 
they were any less qualified in 
ability their fresh breath of youth 
would be enough. 

Any one individual in this act 
would be a bet for the picture pal- 
aces. Particularly two little charm- 
ers superficially identified as Car- 
men de Lara and Rosemary Bed- 
ford. It’s a tossup between these 
two both for ability and looks. Louis 
Arnold, youthful and supple, is an 
agreeable center for the pair, while 
Rollan Fountaine and Michael 
Brigante are somewhat above aver- 
age as an adagio team and solois- 
tically. 

Miss McLean, former soloist with 
the Morgan Dancers, creditably pro- 
duced this turn, 

Curtain parts in “one” for a “flir- 
tation” gambol with two giris and 
boy, noticeably attracting, then into 
full stage for a graceful and ef- 
fective adagio, minus the usual 
locks and holds and just as well. 
Another couple pick up the tempo 
with a Spanish routine excellently 
executed with the spot on the girl. 
Chinese “Peter Pan” number fits 
properly to follow, with an Ara- 
basque by the Misses de Lara and 
Bedford copping honors right after. 
Fast jazz finish in line by all. 

Very well liked at performance 
caught, closing the show and hold- 
ing ’em. 


QUIN RYAN 

Talk and Films 

14 Mins.; One 

Palace, Milwaukee (V-P) 

With a rep that is a household 
word in the middle west, Quin 
Ryan, chief of the announcing staff 
of the Chicago “Tribune” radio sta- 
tion, WGN, broke in his new act 
here last week with fair success. 
Had second spot on five-act Orphe- 
um bill. 

Ryan walks on stage merely set 
with a table, lamp and microphone. 
He tells the audience that h is 
used to talking to thousands of peo- 
ple, but not facing any. He then 
addresses al} his remarks to the 
“mike,” announcing he will read 
excerpts from his scrapbook. 

Screen is dropped into place and 
shows news-reel of sport events 
which Ryan, known to radio audi- 
ences as “Uncle Quin,” has broad- 
cast. As each scene flashes Ryan 
explains it. Shows shots fron the 
Dempsey-Tunney fight for a laugh 
on the long count, Kentucky Derby, 
Army-Navy football game, _ In- 
dianapolis auto races, and also a 
little sketch on his evening bedtime 
stories, showing how he does his 
imitation work while working at 
the mike. 

As a novelty, act went over 
nicely. . Ryan took one bow at the 
night show caught. He refused to 


come back for more Israel 


CHARLEY PADDOCK 

Film and Personal Appearance 

14 Mins.; Screen and One 

Palace (Pcts.), Washington, D. C. 

‘With the film depicting this 
famed athlete first making his col- 
lege team, then his victory in the 
deciding race at the Olympic games, 
with plenty of love interest thrown 
in, the personal appearance of this 
running champ is a push over. 

Debuting here the film containing 
many shots of the actual games 
had the house cheering for the fin- 
ish of the race. When Paddock 
walked out in person there was no 
holding 'em. 

Paddock makes a nice talk, looks 
great and is real news column pub- 
licity material. Figures to do busi- 
ness, 


THE GUTOWS 

Organ Duet 

7 Mins.; Pit and Stage 
Michigan (Pcts), Detroit 


This is the first known husband 
and wife combination to follow in 
the footsteps of the Crawfords. 
Arthur Gutow has been solo organist 
at the Michigan for some months. 
Doris Gutow has been in Chicago. 
That they haven't joined profes- 
sionally ere now is explained by Mrs. 
Gutow’s inability,to produce a local 
card, 

The Gutows’ combined offering 
follows closely the style introduced 
by Mr. and Mrs. Jesse. Arthur is 
at his pit instrument and Doris on 
an improvised perch on the stage. 
They theme a popular number, using 
slides. 

After an introduction by Gutow, 
lights revealed Doris in a cutout 
behind the scrim. Her personal ap- 
pearance was beautiful, though her 
instrument was not as impressive 
as either her husband’s or Mrs. 
Crawford’s on the Paramount stage, 
an old-fashioned two-console ma- 
chine. But that’s not her fault. 

Playing of both Gutows is and al- 
ways has been Of the highest order. 
Singularly, they are popular in their 
respective stands. Together they 
are doubly effective and together 
they should go far. The duo organ 
stunt, seen for the first time in De- 
troit, and probably the first time 
outside of New York and Chicago, 
was a novelty to the Michigan 
audience and splendidly received. 

Success by the Gutows, follow- 
ing the Crawfords, should suggest 
that other organ-playing couples try 
it, if they can get along. 


3 BENNETT SISTERS 
Boxing, Wrestling 

8 Mins.; Two 
American (V-P) 

Three husky girls ina knockabout 
comedy act with padded mittens. 
They pause between times to make 
such statements” as: “Well, I 
think Jack Dempsey is the finest 
fighter the world ever knew” (ap- 
plause), and one of the others 
countering with: ‘‘Yes, but our own 
New York boy, Gene Tunney, is 
champion” (not so much applause). 
That kind of stuff is being done by 
lots of acts and, like references to 
Al Smith, is expected. 

The girls manage to get laughs, 
qualify as a fair novelty and are 
serviceable as show openers. This 
was their spot at the American. 

Land. 


MASON and GWYNNE 
Talk, Songs 

16 Mins.; One 
American (V-P) 

This two-act has been around for 
the last 10 years, generally iden- 
tified with pleasing acts. The pres- 
ent one is no exception. Some very 
bright chatter and some of the fa- 
miliar gags given a neat twist pro- 
duces an act of merit. Third at the 
American but okay for next to 
closing on a five-act bill 

Woman makes up mulatto, man 
working under heavy cork. Fem- 
inine has nice voice. Team works 
easily and pleasantly. Land. 


DALE AND WENTZ 
Song, Talk, Dances 

13 Mins.; One (Special) 
Academy (V-P) 


Man and woman in a skit with 
songs and stepping. Of the cute 
type, act is a nice turn for second 
or third spotting on five-act bills. 

Some nifties in the talk and the 
general quality of the punning is 
good, with no outstanding bro- 
mides. Dancing is first rate, gen- 
uine and not faked. Singing pleas- 
ant. Act dressed neatly and couple 
have appearance. 

Very nice little turn of the quietly 


amusing sort. Land. 


Wednesday, April 25, 1928 
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BENNY DAVIS and GANG (21) 
Revue 

50 Mins.; Three 

State (V-P) 

Benny Davis is the songwriter- 
entertainer who has a catalog of 
song hit past performances that 
sounds like a compedium of all the 
pep song hits in captivity. No small 
asset for the performer’s personal 
prestige. 

Davis is backed by 20 people in 
a nite club revue idea with a jazz 
band of 12 in the center flanked by 
two tables around which are group- 
ed the specialistg Prop table ham- 
mers, clackers, etc., lend the neces- 
sary cafe atmosphere, although 
Davis has such an imposing wealth 
of talent that little physical ac- 
coutrement is necessary. The act 
can rise and click on its entertain- 
ment merit. Personnel includes 
Maria Kerns, Jimmie McCarthy 
(from the band), Maxine Lewis, 
Mann and Dietrich, Helen Lynd, 
Dorothy Barber, Mrs. Benny (Doro- 
thy Gompert) Davis, and Jockey 
Tony Francesco, as they were in- 
troduced in sequence. 

Band introduces with a number 
and also Benny Davis as “America’s 
foremost songwriter.” Follows Davis 
in one of his recent hits, introduc- 
ing Miss Kerns, a tall danseuse, 
who is all gams and evidences a 
couple of good reasons. She was 
formerly with Benny at his 54th St, 
Club. Mann and =0ODietrich, an- 
nounced as just returned from 
abroad, followed with a jazz dance 
to “Wabash Blues.” Jimmie Mc- 
Carthy, either faking or genuine 
musician with the orchestral en- 
semble, was the comedy relief with 
“Absolutely-Positively.” 

Maxine Lewis, another 54th 
streeter, tied it up with “Without 
You, Sweetheart,” forced to an en- 
core. Jeanette Dietrich soloed 
“Hallelujah” in great style, but the 
big kick and click of the support 
was Helen Lynd, who more than 
fulfills Davis’ ballyhoo as a po- 
tential Elsie Janis. Pussessed of 
personality, youth and_ esthetic 
nether extremities, Miss Lynd be- 
speaks of great promise. She'll have 
the boys on her trail for production 
in short order, and she can pick 
her spots, that’s how well Miss Lynd 
rates. Her “Lulu Belle” was to 
the good and her Eagels and Brice 
cinched the general impression. 

Dorothy Barber, out of “The Girl 
Friend,” acro-soloed a dance num- 
ber, and Benny got in a little plug 
for his “Right or Wrong,” although 
Davis is too smart a showman to 
chance anything by song-plugging 
since his revue is too pretentious 
and important a stage property to 
warrant such a thing. 

Sentimental equation in the .in- 
troduction of Mrs. Davis, fortified 
as it is by a distinctive personality 
and genuine talent, was another 
show stopper. Davis knowing the 
scope of his production attempted 
to brush over his wife’s number as 
with the rest, this tending only to 
heighten the insistent demand. For 
the routine encore Tony Francesco, 
one of the fastest little jazz steppers 
extant, a standard in the cafes, and 
an ex-jockey, which accounts for 
his billing, whanged it across for 
a wow. 

Davis stayed 50 minutes and could 
have been there ‘til unconscigus. 
The act has been around a few 
weeks in the picture houses for Fox. 
This is the first Loew date. It's 
a card for anybody’s entertainment, 
the matter of salary for the 2l1- 
people company probably being the 
only consideration. For genuine 
talent, the act can’t miss. Abel. 


FIELDS and DeCOSTA 
Songs and Comedy 

15 Mins.; One 
American (V-P) 

Arthur Fields’s robust baritone is 
known to everybody whose neighbor 
owns a Victrola; while Harry De- 
Costa is the song writer. Fields 
has worked with many partners, 
but this hookup is a new one. He 
works straight, while DeCosta, do- 
ing a sort of nitwit “boob,” sup- 
plies the comedy and plays the 
piano accompaniment to Fields’ 
singing of the DeCosta numbers. 

The songsmith is an amusing 
clown, but he might supply himself 
with something better than the hoke 
now used. He revives that one 
about phoning the hotel clerk about 
his bed being too short, and being 
advised not to lie in it so long. 

Except for this kind of gags, De- 
Costa's clowning is genuinely funny 
and of course Fields’ singing of 
sentimental pop songs is in for & 
full score, 

Good turn for the time and can 
play indefinitely to its own and the 
box office’s profit. Rush. 
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BURLESQUE 


VARIETY 


Walter Reade | Offers 
$50,000 for Columbia 


Late developments in the recent 
effort of 
control of the Columbia _ theatre 
show that the I. H. Herk and Sam 
Seribner factions retain possession 
of sufficent stock to continue their 
leasehold, which is in the name of 
the Columbia Theatre and Building 
Co. 

Recently a meeting was called 
at which the Scribner interests con- 
templated a new lease after the 
present one expires in several years, 
at a yearly rental of $25,000. Reade, 
cl. imimg ownership or representa- 
tion of 400 shares of Columbia stock, 
attended the meeting with a court 
order as well as an offer to pay $50, 
000 for the Columbia lease. 

Meanwhile efforts by Scribner and 
Herk interests resulted in obtaining 
eertain shares controlled by others 
making enough to keep their hold 
secure, 

The last Columbia booking for the 
season is “The Girls of the U. S. A.” 
week June 4. 


Tab and Film Circuit 
Set for Dozen Stands 


The first meeting of the new 
musical tab and picture combina- 
tion circuit is now set for May 1 
at the Hotel Astor, New York, with 
officers to be elected and the open- 
ing dates confirmed. 

Gabriel Michaels, at present field 
man with the Amalgamated Vaude- 
ville Agency, has been offered a 
booking post with the new tab cir- 
cuit. 

Among towns reported as set are: 
Altoona, Johnstown, Zanesville, 
Newark, Erie, Youngstown, Canton, 
Akron, Easton, Allentown, Reading, 
York and Harrisburg. 

This is the prospect in which Gus 
Hill and Nathan Apell are active. 


| Burlesque Routes 


Weeks of April 23 and 30 


Bare Facts—Empress, Chicago; 30, Or- 
pheum, Grand Rapids. 
Band Box Revue—Academy, !'ittsburgh; 


30. Tyrie, Dayton. 
Bathing Beauties—Gayety, 
.Garrick, Des Moines. 
Be Happy—L. 0O.; 
apolis. 

Bowery Burlesquers — Orpheum, 
Rapids; 30, Cadillac, Detroit. 
Bright Eyves—Haymarket, 

Empress, Chicago. 
Broadway Seandals--Hudson, Unien City; 
380. Orpheum, Paterson. 
Carrie Finnell—Garrick, St. 30, 
Kansas City; 


Omaha; 30, 


30, Mutual, Indian- 


Grand 


Chicago; 30, 


Louis; 
Ga:ety. Kansas City. 

Dimpled Darlings—Gayety, 
30, Gayvety, Omaha. 

Dixon's Big Revue—Gayety, Minneapolis; 
30. Gayety, Milwaukee. 

Follies of Pleasyre—Empire, 
30. Gayety, Boston. - 


Providence; 


French Models—Gayety, Milwaukee: 30. 
Haymarket, Chicago. 
Frivolities of 1928—Garrick Des Moines: 


30, Gayety, Brooklyn. 


Uinger  Girls—Orpheum, Paterson; 389. 
Siar, Brooklyn. i 
Girls From Happyland—Cadillac, Detroit: 
mpire, Toledo. 
From the Follies—Lyceum, Canton: 
30. Grand, Akron, 

Girls of the U. & A.—Gayety, Buffalo: 
30. 

Happy Hours—Gayety, Scranton; 30, L. O. 

Hello Paree—4tjayety, Baltimore; 30, L. O. 

Flyers—Gavety, Montreal; 30, How- 
aid, {.oston. 

oilywood Sceandals—Grand, Akron; O.; 
a0 ©. 

Thro—Howard, Boston: 30, L. oO. 
VOLES Cineinnati; 30, 

Maids—H. & S. 22%ith St., N. 

Nifties—Gayety, Boston; 
hoinpire, Providence 
viznt Hawks—Columbia, N. Y. ©€.; 30, 
tson Union City. 

Nite Life In Paris—Gayety, Washington; 
Pittsburgh 

far 23-25 Ma jest \l- 

ba omal, Utiea: 30, tiavety, 
Mi eal 

Pretty Babic Mutual, Indianapolis; 3), 


iek. St. Toonis 


Puss Puss— 23-34. Geneva; 25-28, Oswego; 


Schenectady 30-32, Majestic, <Al- 
bany: 3-5. Colonial Utica. 
jreakers—Empire, Tolelec; 30, Co- 
Cleveland. 
& 


Empire, Brooklyn; 30, H. 
=. 
Chips— Trocadero, 
30. Gavet Washington. 
al Maoids—Gayety, Brooklyn; 
Newark. 

Speed Girls—Lyrie, 
Cineinnati. 

Spurty Widows—Star, Brooklyn; 30, Co- 
lumbia, N. ¥. 


Philadelphia; 
30, Lyric, 
30, 


Dayton; Empress, 


“olen Sweets—Cohimbia, Cleveland; 3, 
Canton. 

Sugar BRebies—L. O.; 30, Geneva, 31-2, 
Osweeo; $-6, Schenectady. 

Sweet Sweeties—Lyric, Newark; 30, Em- 
pire, 


Brookivn. 


Ike Weber Placements 


Placements made through the Ike 
Weber offices are as follows: Eddie 
Lioyd, comedian, with “Puss Puss” 
Co.; Harry Bentley, comic, last 
week with Minsky’s National Win- 
ter Garden; Swift and Burke open- 
ing in Boston April 16 with John 
Jermon's show, replacing Dew and 
Stone; Bernie Clarke, juvenile, with 


Walter Reade to obtain. 


|stock being 


IRVING PLACE, N. Y. 


(STOCK BURLESQUE) 

When stock burlesque supplants 
Yiddish drama at the Irving Place, 
East Siders know that spring is 
here. 

Irving Place capitulated from 
heavy drama to “wiggle eperas”’ 
several weeks ago, getting an ear- 
lier start than usual probably 
prompted through a tip-off on the 
early closing and for all time of 
the Olympic, its nearest competitor 
and around the corner. Charley 
Burns, formerly connected with the 
Olympic, has the stock at the 
Irving. 

Frequent closings of the wheel 
shows within past weeks and con- 
siderable juggling in personnel of 
other burlesque stocks operating 
around have given Burns the pick of 
comics at a price with result that 
his outfit when reviewed last week 
had a quartet of funmakers compris- 
ing Joe Rose, Billy Wallace, Bobby 
Wilson and Bert Kirtland. Rose was 
former chief comie and producer 
for Minsky’s Apollo, Harlem, and 
made his first appearance with the 
downtown stock last week, bringing 
with him his lemon-haired, semi- 
Dutch character of “Souse”; Billy 
Wallace does rednosed hobo; Bert 
Kirtland, sort of nondescript, while 
Bobby Wilson does a sort of “Bozo” 
take-off, only difference being he 
talks his stuff. 

Rose staged the current show 
captioned “Rose Buds” which pro- 
vides corking good burlesque that 
gives the comics an ample share of 
the laugh getting burden rather 
than working one or two overtime 
as has long since been customary 
in stock burlesque, 

Rose had dug up a number of old 
burlesque standbys for the comedy 
scenes rating just the proper es- 
sence of double entendre, but never 
getting too rough. 

The comics have capable support 
from Joe Devlin, possibly one of 
the best straights in the racket. 
Also a nifty brigade of soubrets in 
Jean Burke, Buster Sanborn, Flor- 
ence Naomi. Mary Walton is an- 
other cute trick of an ingenue-sou- 
bret who has the looks and other 
requisites that won’t let her remain 
in burlesque long if musical com- 
edy scouts lamp her stuff down- 
town. Rae Allen is a personable 
prima with average voice, a looker 
and good number seller. 

All of tne fem principals are 
given greater scope than usual in 
this stock outfit, each getting an 
ample whack at reading lines 
through appearances in comedy 
seenes, wiggling and number lead- 


ing. 
As seems customary in most 
stocks, alihough the show is di- 


vided in two stanzas, most of the 
material is packed in the first. ‘‘The 
3each Bit,” enlisting all principals 
and “Two und a Half Bucks,” the 
usual sucker bit handled by Rose 
and Miss Sanborn were the comedy 
standouts of the show. 

The fem principals had plenty of 
wiggling in numbers with the run- 
way creaking from over work. The 
choristers are pbetter lookers than 
usual and harder workers, 

Burns has given the piece ade- 
quate production from costume and 
seenery standpoint, replacing paint- 
ed stuff with silken drapes almost 
throughout. 

Business reported good down here 
and will undoubtedly be better with 
‘the Olympic now out of the way. 

j Edba. 


‘Mutuals Folding May 5) 

Notices Mutual héuse 
show closings for May 5 have gone | 
out from the New York quarters of | 
the Mutual as follows: 

“The Night Hawks” at the Hud- | 
son theatre, Union City; “Band Box 
Revue,” Lyric, Dayton, O.; Carrie 
Fennell Show, Gayety, Kansas City; 
“Pe Happy.’ Mutua} theatre, In- 
dianapolis; “Speed Girls,’ Empress, 
Cincinnati: “Saratoga Chips,” Gay- 
ety, Washington; “Sporting Wid- | 
ows,’ Columbia, N. Y.; “Frivolities,” | 
| Gayety, Brooklyn. | 
Houses closing: tiayety, Omaha, 
with last atiraction, “Dimpled Dar- 
ings”; Kansas City, with 
‘arrie Fennell Show; Empress, Cin- 
and the 
“Sara- 


for 


} CGayety, 
( 
cinnati, with “Speed Girls,” 
Gayety,. Washington, with 
toga Chips.” 


No Films at Columbia | 


“Nothing to it,’ said I. H. Herk | 
on the report William Fox would 


close a deal for the summer tenancy 
of the Columbia theatre for pic- 
tures. 

The summer 
has not yet been 
though there is a possibility of 

placed there about 
June 175. | 
| 


PHILLY TROC’S STOCK 


policy at the house 
determined, al- 


Philadelphia, April 24. | 
The regular Mutual season winds | 


up at the Trocadero Saturday night | 

with the house reverting to stock 

burlesque poliey next week. 
The nucleus of the stock will 


be 


“Bringing Up Father’; Mme. Fifi, | made up of “Moonlight Maids,’ Mu- 
Caneer, booked as added attraction |tual, with Al Hagan and Anna Tobe 
is week at Columbia, Cleveland. | featured. 


STOCK BIZ OFF 


Stock burlesque biz is off 
around New York and has been 
for the past two weeks. 


Burlesque School for 
1,200 Chorus Girls 


According to the new plan of the 
Mutual Burlesque Association, a 
series of auditions for girls seeking 
places with the 48 Mutual shows 
next season will be launched May 
14 in New York, This school which 
is expected to provide approximate- 
ly 1,200 girls will be confined to 


four classes of two hours each, five 
days a week until .ugust 10. A big 
hall with plenty of smaller rehears- 
ing rooms has been rented for the 
classes. None of the girls will have 
to have previous experience as this 
is considered a try out period with 
the schoo] to subsequently develop 
their stage worth. 

A committee of burlesque princi- 
pals will comprise the board of se- 
lectors who will judge the looks 
and work of the girls reporting for 
the daily “try outs.” This board 
will consist of Kitty Madison 
(‘Jazztinne Revue”), Stella Morri- 
seey (“Parisian Flappers’), Buddie 
Harrison (“Hollywood Scandals’’) 
Erin Jackson (“Bathing Beauties”) 
and Edna Sommers (“Bright Eyes’). 


Detroit Delaying Hike 
Of Alleged Chorines 


Detroit, April 24. 


Peggy Vaughn, 23, of Kansas City, 
and Babe LaDane, 24, of Seattle, 
picked up near Michigan Central 
depot for police investigation while 
dressed in overalls, said they were 
burlesque chorus girls hiking to 
Cleveland after blowing a_ stock 
troupe in Chicago. 

Patrolman Douglas Berry, who 
made the arrest, said the girls were 
flirting with taxi drivers around the 
station. Misses Vaughn and LaDane 
are being held in Women's Division 
while their story is checked in Chi. 


DELL O’DELL ADDED 
Dell O'Dell, from vaude, has been 
routed for four weeks as added at- 
traction with “Sugar Babies” ro- 
tating on the Mutual Wheel. 


ILL AND INJURED 


Mrs. Billy Berning, “Girls of the 
Follies,” burlesque, who has been 
seriously ill, is resting at the home 
of relatives in Detroit. 


Lean, ice skater, injured in auto- 
mobile accident in Chicago. 
Don Eddy, manager of the Harry 


Langdon unit at First National, re- 


| turned to the studio after being con- 


and 


|; manager at 
lis recovering from an &Bperation for 
'appendicitis. 


fined to his home for a week with 
bronchial trouble. 

Mrs. Ruth Cummings, 
Irving Cummings, Fox director, is | 
in Hollywood Hospital, recovering | 
from a serious operation. 

Emily Lee, dancer, has fully re- 
covered from a spine ailment that 


has kept her home for the past six | 
! months. Miss Lee contracted the! 
trouble through a fall while rg- 


| hearsing. 


Herman (Herman and Seamon), | 
in in New York. 

Sid Goldtree, San Francisco pro- 
ducer, lessee of the Green Street the- 
atre, suffered a collapse on the eve 
of his San Francisco revival of “The 
Married Virgin,’ and is under th: 
eare of physicians. | 

George Berthelon, assistant to | 
William Sistrom, general production 


Pathe-De Mille studios, | 


Robert Chishoim is out of “Golden | 
Dawn” with a heavy cold. 


BOOK AD REFUSED 


(Continued from page 1) 
ly to “The Billboard's’ 
the “games of skill” 
when a grifting cutdoor show is not, 
allowed to ply its gambling games, 
may be made as crovked as are the 
other games. 


dismay that! 
substituted 


Pete Noble, trainer for Bobby Me- | 


News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 


NEW YORK 


Marriage of Richard Barthelmess 
and Mrs. Jessica Sargent, New York 
society woman and divorcee, aroused 
a deal of news comment because of 
its unexpectedness. Case of the 
publicity being unwanted but un- 


escapable, instead of» being pro- 
moted. Marriage took place in 


Reno, Nev. Barthelmess and Mrs. 
Sargent have been acquainted sev- 
eral years. 


Loew Circuit made known its de- 
cision not to play “Dawn,” the Edith 
Cavell film. The German Societies 
and James W. Gerard, former Amer- 
jean ambassador to Germany, had 
previously declared their intention 
of seeking to prevent the picture 
showing by appeal to the courts. 


Ziegfeld’s arrangement to ar- 
range for the sale of any of his three 
eurrent attractions at any of the 
three theatres that are housing 
them, was worked up for a first rate 
bit of publicity, based on the idea 
that* Zieggy was running “his own 
central ticket agency.” 


Death of Peggy Jeovyee’s father, 
once a barber in the little village of 
Farmerville, near Riehmond, Va., 
was the peg upon which the tabloids 
hung the usual recital of Peg's 
matrimonial) marathon. 


Robert Ringling, son of the late 
Charles Ringling, and nephew of 
John, appeared last Sunday evening 
at the Century in the baritone role of 
“Lohengrin.” He is 30, married, and 
as heir to his father’s fortune is 
enormously rich. He has had suc- 
cess in opera on the Continent and 
has sung with the Chicago Civic 
Co. in this country. He’s also a 
motor boat fan. 


Among a collection of valuable 
articles seized by customs officials 
;and sold at auction in New York 
last week was a bracelet belonging 
to Elsie Janis and seized when the 
actress refused to pay duty upon it. 
The trinket was valued at $720 and 
was knocked down to a collector for 
$505. 

Ann Tewksbury has been made 
assistant stage manager for “Box 
Seats” at the Little Theatre. Three 
sets and large cast call for two 
stage managers despite smallness of 
the house. 


Frieda Hempel has asked the 
court to direct August Heckscher'’s 
deposition be taken as to an alleged 
oral agreement to pay her $48,000 a 
year for life. The former opera 
singer says she fears the aged mil- 
lionaire may die before the trial, 
barring her from pressing the action. 
since, she holds, only the defendant 
and herself have knowledge of the 
alleged agreement. 

Magistrate McKiniry, in Traffic 
Court, issued a warrant for the ar- 
rest of Bert Wheeler, who is with 


|“Rio Rita” in Philadelphia. 
jhad failed to make an appearance on 


| was trying to beat 


record, 
wife of | 


} Park 


lis on 


i; ifielen St. 


Wheeler 


a summons for speeding. 


Louis 


Probably 
Mosconi's 


Sally Frances Richards, ‘Foliies” 


cir), may not examine before trial 
John K. Olyphant, millionaire 
banker, who she says promised to 


support her for life in consideration 


1of her agreeing to step aside when 


he married Adele Sloane Hammond, 
society girl Sally wants $176,384 


and has whispered that she has 2,000 


|love Jetters written by the banker. 


Michael and 
Vernon, N. Y., 
000 and $2,000 


Frances Rienze 
won verdicts of $5,- 
against Steeplechase 
Coney Tsland, for personal in- 
when they fell from a me- 
chanical horse race last July. They 
had ked $15,000 and $30,000. 


LOS ANGELES 


Phil B.. Ainsworth, former 
und of the late Barbara LaMarr 
trial before Superior Court 
Judge Craig on two counts of forg- 


Juries 


ery. 


is charged with naving forged 
two checks for $25 cach. Ainsworth, 


a few years ago, served sentence in 


iolsom prison following conviction 
on a Similar charge, 

into the 
Evans, 


Investigation 


Clair motion pic- 


death of |} 


| Harry Houdini, and that the magi- 


Mt. 


i switchboard of 


cisco hospital. 


Rae L, Eversett, who claims he was 
assigned the rights and interests 
of one Mrs. C. H. Bergmeier, from 
whom- the money was loaned. The 
complaint names as co-defendants 


in the asserted conspiracy to de- 
fraud, Tod Browning, director; 
Faith H. Thomas and R. c. Due 


rant, 

Harry La Mort, actor, paid a fine 
of $500 rather than serve 50 days in 
City Jail on a liquor possession 
charge. La Mont told Judge Am- 
brose, in Municipal court, that he 
paid $150 to a man who promised 
to “Ax.” 


Clarence F. Burton, film actor, 
was ordered to pay his wife, Gladys 
Burton, $150 a month temporary 
alimony pending trial of the lat- 
ter’s suit for divorce. Burten told 
the court he was earning $175 a 
week, but that his debts amounted 
to $2,500, 


Revenue Collector Galen Welch, 
still hot on the trail of delinquent 
tax payers, has filed licens against 
Lew Cody, screen actor, and the 
Belmont theatre. Cody is charged 
with having neglected to pay 
$6,354.57 from his income of 152%. 
The Belmont overlooked reporting 
an admittance tax of $447 for May, 
1927, Welch charges. 


Lloyd Hamilton, screen comedian, 
will appear before Superior Court 
Judge Fletcher Bowron this week 
to show cause why he should not 
pay his wife, Irene Hamilton, $1,500 
a2 month alimony. Mrs. Hamilton 
recently sued for divorce, charging 
cruelty. 

Jean Jarvis, film actress and 
daneer, has brought suit against 
William Nigh, motion picture di- 


rector, to relinquish his title to an™!/ 


expensive car to which she claims 
ownership. Jt was stated that Nigh 
refused to turn over the certificate 
of the car to Miss Jarvis, although 
she held possession of the machine. 
Miss Jarvis was named in a divorce 
action brought against Nigh by 
Cita Nigh. 


P. Gordon Lewis, Hollywood 
“booklegger,” got a years sus- 


pended jail sentence by Federal 
Judge James. Charge was using 
the mails to sell improper literature, 
Lewis pleaded guilty to the indict- 
ment several weeks ago. . 


“CHICAGO 


Zadio station WNBA, Forest Park, 


has been ordered to discontinue 
operations because of a too wide 
deviation from its authorized fre- 


quency. 

Daily News cameramen are mak- 
ing a film revealing good and bad 
housing conditions in Chicago. 


“Grass,” film, is being shown free 
to children at the Chicago Field Mu- 
seum of Natural History. 

Flash of a fuse blowing out on the 
the Rialto theatre, 
burlesque, caused scores of patrons 


to rush for the exits. The balance 
}of the audience was reassured and 
the performance continued, 

Mrs. M. E. Cadwallader, local 
“medinm,” and editor of a paper 
dealing wiih things occult, at a 


meeting of Chicaso spiritualists, an- 
nounced that she had been in spir- 
itual communication with the late 


cian had told her he was very sorry 
that he had fought mediums and 
their efforts during his stay on this 
earth. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Berkeley police are questioning 
Hilda Tash, 36, nurse, arrested in 
los Angeles at their request, Cone 
cerning an alleged educational mo- 
tion picture promotion, for which 
she is reported to have obtained 
$4,000 from doctors and nurses 
‘mony others. 

Doris Fagin, prominent in Frisco 
night life, ended her eareer by, 
hanging herself with a bed sheet in 
the detention ward of the San Fran- 
She had been picked 


while wandering around suffer- 


ture actress who died of poisoning | 


last yeur, has been dropped by the 
district attorney's office, 
the dead woman’s husband, 


vho was arrested in connection with | 


her death, will not be prosecuted 


The final decision in the matter was 


The iNumirating yoints in the bv District Attorney Asa 
book for arresting officers are that! Keres. Latter based His stand on 
illustrations are included, indicat- | insulfeiency of evidence 
ing how the gaff (or gimmik) is pnt < — 

Ruth Roland, sereen wetres 
on or taken off. and the mechuni- oan 3 
cals of its work. Nearly all of the return of $46,026 she is a}lecead 
games now used by an outdoor show , 
are explained. 4tien 


Arthur F, | 


of sleeping 


ing from an overdose 
| potion, 

Lieut Karl) Miller, naval aviator, 
and Jean sereen writer, 
of and Mrs M. 
Dupont of thi it flew to Reno 
April 37 ‘ ‘ ried there, 


Alice Campbell McFarlane, Hono- 
inaneial difficulties in her role as 
fairy gedlinother to the Caiifornia 
er “ hool of Musical Arts, 
filed t j ankruptcy She 

d i $426,062 41, with 
debrs in- 


Hier 


bill of $350,000. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 25, 1928 


THIS WEEK (April 23) 
NEXT WEEK (April 30) 


PRESENTATIONS—BILLS 


Shows carrying numerals such as (22) or (23) indicate opening this 


week on Sunday or Monday, as date may be. 


with split weeks also indicated by dates. 


An asterisk (*) before name signifies act is new to city, doing a new 
turn, reappearing after absence or appearing for first time. _ 

Pictures include in classification picture policy with vaudeville or 
presentation as adjunct, 


GERMANY 1 
of April 


Month 


BERLIN 
Admirals Casino 
Josefine Bakerowa 
Steffi Beriney 
Derujinski & G 
Princess Riedjiieh 
Alt-Bayern 
Erdtmann 
Bonita Berol 
Itty Menter 
Francis Dorny 
Marino Ursica 
Charlie Oasati 
John Richards 
Ponna & Kawersin 
Bendow 
Schipinski 
Barberina 
Fransky 
Dubyduo 
Inge Raff 
Lilly Lidor 
Duvell & Mells 
Valentina 
4 Yankees 
Rachyl 
Belli & Ryan 
Rita Mertens 
Ida Hajos 
Ralsten 2 
Clemente 
Casanowa 
Marquette Wilkens 
Rely & Dick Henry 
Libelle 
Ernest & Yvonne 
Derujinski & G 
Josefine _Kakerowa 
Steffi Berindey 


Scala 
Nereide 


PARIS 
Week of April 23 


4 Sybil Florian 


Empire 
Jack Hylton 
George) 
Paul Sandor’s Co 
Galigaris 
Hugos 2 
Eddy Burke & Ptar 
Ebmoc 
Brecker’s Bears 


Andre Randall 
Georgia Graves 
Tamara & Roberts 
Kamarova-Skibine 
Gretchikine 
Yvonne Guillet 
Rudeau-Castel 
Alice Myva 
Colette Jove 
Raymond 
Malina Dorsowna 
Claudia Ionescu 
Lysana-Dellys 
Montel & Leonce 
J Tiller's Co 
Mona Givry 
Cahuzac-Sourget 
Folies Wagram 
Marie Dubas 
Zoiga & Rachel 
Gariel 
Rittche & Festerat 
Sonia Portugalova 
Myrine-Meriel 
Ruth Bayton 


For next week (29) or (30) 


carlet 

Sadie Hopkins~ 
Achilles & Newman 
Rose Honey & M 
Nina Gerard 
Natalia Kruna 

Akebonos 
Arco-Theilon Co 

4 Kings 

Stanelli & Douglas 


Valencia 

Daria 
Valentina 
Fransky 
Raff 
Bernauer 
Ralsten 2 
Raoul Sis 

Wien-Berlin 
Heinz Fuss 
Wico Fabbri 
Richard Schwarz 
Emerich Gondor 
Trude Hesterberg 
Hella Lund 
Sealtiel 
Princess Riedjleh 


Wintergarten 
2 Karolewnas 
Florence & Grip 
Golden Haha 
4 Rastellis 
Max Wall 
Henry 
Austel & Artner 
Robins 
2 Ghezzis 
Derkas 
Hudson Co 


Tom Thylil 
Carol-Larzac 
Cronin Bros 
Lulu Faure 
Paulette Dubost 
Yette Lerner 
Stells-Galas 
Henoc-Colinette 
Pierre Dorty 
Olympia 
Gaby Montbreuse 
Leo Daniderff 
Max Rejean 
Yvonne Couleard 
Liane Chaning 
Yvonne Leduc 
Fortunato 
Los Voncavos 
Carmen del Rio 
Beronius & Velasti 
Uessem 4 
Haydie’s Rev 
MacNorton 
Teddy & Dolly 
O’Branys 
Fulvio 
Okati & Mysteria 
Bara & Kelsey 
Palace 
Raquel Meller 
Nikolska-Droszdoff 
Irvin Sis 
Rhouma-Je 
Marguerite Guilbert 
Pomies-Dalio 
Bigiarelli Co 
Paul Nast Bd 


Picture Theatres 


NEW YORK CITY 


Capitol (21) 
*Vanity Fair’ 
Walt Roesner 
Capitolians 
Valodia Vestoft 
Marian Vaughn 
John Quinlan 
Adolphus Berg 
Caffrey & Miller 
Taradoff DeValery 
“The Patsy”’ 


(28) 
‘L’p Y'r F'cies’ U't 


Walt Roesner 
Capitolians 


‘Acr'ss to Sing'’p’re’ 


Paramount (21) 
‘Swanee Moon’ U't 
Lewis & Griffin 
Belle Osborne 
Frieda Stoll 


u't 


Don Barclay 
Locke Harak & L 
‘Burning Daylight’ 
CHICAGO 
Avalon (23) 
Roy Detrich Bd 
Neelen Nofe 
Clifton & Brent 
Baby Oxman 
Capitol (23) 
Del Lampe Bd 
Gilda Gray Co 
Chicago (23) 
“Gems” Unit 
H L Spitalny Bd 
Lou Kosloff 
Milton Charles 
David Rubinofft 
Dennis Sis 
Roy Schuste;z 
Pauline Gaskins 


Burns & Kissen 


ROCKE 


1632 B’way, at 50th St., N. ¥. City 


EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


Rita Dane 
Marton Sherdahl 
Clark Butler 
Al Mitchell Orch 
Kathryn Lewis 
Saul Sieff 
Jack North 
Cy Landry 
“3 Sinners” 
Rialto (21) 
Carl Bitterl 
J Koestner Orch 
“Drums of Love” 
Rivoli (21) 
, Boyd Senter 
Jack Kussell 
"Speedy" 
Roxy (21) 


Harold Van Duzee 


Locust Sis 
Libby Holman 
Gladys hice 
M'k'rts 
Ruth & A Watson 
Virg Mauret 
Nicholas Daksa 
Joyce Coies 
Helen Ardell 
Douglas Stanbury 
“Play Girl’ 
Strand (21) 


Yascha Zayde 
Arthur Ball 
Serova Co 


Roxyettes 


“The Enemy” 
Granada (21) 
Chas Kaley Bd 
Nebar Bros 
Nixon & Sands 
3 Chums 
Dempsey & LaV 
4 Reddings 
Harding (23) 
‘Jazz Bouquet’ 
Al Belasco Bd 
Don Abbott 
Artillo Bros 
Betty Webb 
Phelps 2 
Harry Rose 
Smith & Hadley 
“Student Prince” 
Marbro (21) 
Benny Meroff Bd 
Ann Forbes 
Mann & Gloria 
Oakley & Little 
Norshore (22) 
“Jazz Town" Unit 
Al Kvale Kd 
Toots Novelle 
Crandall & Morley 
Sylvia Froos 
Healey & Clifford 
Art Dixon 
“The Patsy’ 
Oriental (22) 


U't 


Paul Ash Bd 
Pork Chops Evers 
A &J Rand 
Coleman Goets 

6 Crackerjacks 
Henri Keates 

“3 Sinners” 

Regal (21) 
Fess Williams Bd 
Blanche Calloway 
Walter Richardson 
Born & Lawrence 
Marshall Rogers 
Billy Cumby 
Lou Keane 
McLean Sis 
‘Burning Daylight’ 
Rialto (30) 
Joe Allen 
Clifford Wayne Co 
Senate (23) 
‘Song Shoppe’ Unit 
Mark Fisher Bd 
Nell Nelson 
Robbins Family 
Stanley House 
Art Dickson 
Gould Dancers 
‘p’t’'t Leather Kid’ 


“Ligh Clown L’gh” 
(28) 


“Hula Blues” Unit 
‘L'gh Clown L'gh’ 
Granada (21) 

Dan Carlos Cir 
McCarthy & Stin'rd 
Haines Sis 
Hanson & B'rt'n S 
Louise La Mot Rev 
“Sadie Thompson” 
Park (22) 
B & E Coll 
Whitey-Roberts 
Myron Pearl Co 
Kamtia 3 
Beb Barri Co 
Vitale Bad 
“Red Hair" 
COLUMBUS, O. 


Ohio (28) 
“Araby” Unit 
“Student Prince” 


DALLAS, TEX. 
Palace (28) 
Merry Widow Rev 
Virginia Johnson 

Joseph Griffin 
Accent & Jenesko 


WINSOR 


BUSTER and ANN 
Frivolity Club. 


1560 Broadway - 


Playing New York This Week 


ROYAL GASCOYNES — Fox’s Acad- 
emy, Fox’s Audubon. 
McCAY—Loew’s State. 


PEREZCARO SISTERS REV U E— 
Loew’s Victoria, Loew's Hillside. 
PASSERI’S ROMANTIC REV U E— 
Loew’s Orpheum, Loew’s Premier. 


EUNICE GILMAN—Palais d'Or. , 
CELITA and MARCEL—Palais d‘Or. 


MASON — Palais 


d@’Or, second week, doubling with 


Direction of 


ALF. T. WILTON 


Bryant 2027-8 


Sheridan (23) 
Verne Buck Bd 
Joey Ross 
Stanley 2 
Collins & Peterson 
Jerome 
Stratford 

2d half (26-28) 
Brock Sis 
M Hillblum Bd 
Rutledge & Taylor 


‘Tick Tock’ 
Bennie Krueger Bd 
Helen York 
A & G@ Blum 
Bayes & Speck 
Rasch Co 
‘P’t’'t Leather Kid’ 
Uptown (23) 
‘Milady’s Fans’ U't 
Frank Masters Bd 
Boyce Combe 
Benny & Western 
Dorothy Meville 
Bernice & Emily 
Kauffman Co 
‘P’t't Leather Kid’ 
BALTIMORE, MD. 
Century (238) 
Ted Claire 
Pasquali Bros 
Mildred & M Lee 
Winfred & Mills 
Llora Hoffman 
Foster Co 
“Divine Woman” 
(30) 


“Rah Rah” Unit 
‘*Rose- Marie” 

New (23) 
Bernard Landino 
Fleuerette Joeffrie 
“Square Crooks" 

Rivoli (23) 
H'w'd Emerson Or 
“Vamping Venus” 

Stanley (23) 
R & B Washington 
Frolic 4 
Sammy Kaufman 
Charles Elby 
4 Masters 
Phyllis Newkirk 
12 Alex Kosloff Co 
“Ptnrs in Crime” 
BIRM’GH’'M, ALA. 

Alabama (27) 
“Marching On" U't 
Rudy Wiedoeft 
Walter Craig 
Lila Man 
Lomas Tr 
C't Eagle Feather 
Paul Oscord Rev 
BOSTON, MASS. 
Metropolitan (23) 
Gene Rodemich Bd 
Foster Co 
Lett Sis & Louise 
Coscla & Verdi 
Geissler Orch 
“3 Sinners” 

State (23) 
Johnny Marvin 
Whitey K’fm'n Or 
“Rose-Marie” 

(30) 
Kramer & Toyle 
Leviathan Bd 
Charles Paddock 
“Garden of Eden” 
BUFFALO, N. 

Buffalo (21) 
‘Galloping On’ 
“Gaucho” 
Great Lakes (22) 
Kitty Doner 
Sherwood 
Sumatra Co 
Lander & Adoree 
“That’s My Haby” 

Lafayette (22) 
Monette 
Marie Mang Co 
Moreley & Sanger 
Lewis & Ames 
‘Ham & F't’ 
CLEVELAND, O. 

Allen (21) 
“Araby’’ Unit 
Stubby Gordon 
Rita Owen 
Giersdorf Sis 
Johnson & Hewitt 


U't 


Sorel Co 
Royal 4 
Runaway 4 


DENVER, COL. 
Denver (26) 
“Hands Up” Unit 

Frank Jenks 
Jimmie 
Marguerite Rickard 
J & K Spangler 
Gould Synco Cope 
Debso Retter 


DES MOINES 
Capitol (27) 
“High Lights’ Unit 
Shirley Louise 
Helen McFarland 
Masse & Dietrich 
Burley 

Foster Girls 


DETROIT, MICH. 
Capitel (21) 
‘Bubbling Over’ U't 
Harry McDonald 
Ginger Rogers 
Paul Small 
Midnite 3 
Bill Carpenter 
Bob Bob & Bobbie 
‘Showdown" 
Grand Rivieria (22) 
‘Highlights of ’'28° 
Monk Watson Ser 
“Sadie Thompson” 
Michigan (21) 
“Hula Blues” Unit 
Del Delbridge Syn 
Royal Samoans 
Moore & Powell 
Ann Chang 
Drena Beach 
Felicia Sorel Co 
“Helen of Troy” 
State (21) 
‘Jazz-o-Mania’ 
Fred Stritt 
Walter Bastian 
Bernard & Rich 
Ted Stanley 
2 Black Dots 
“Big Noise” 


FT. WORTH, 
Worth (27) 
‘Arabian Nites’ U’t 

Heller & Riley 

2 Black Dots 
Zastrow & White 
Viola Rocketts 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
Metropolitan (27) 
‘L’p Y’r F’cies’ U't 


LOS ANGELES 
Boulevard (20) 
Lynn Cowan 
Snub Pollard Co. 
Jack Wa!dron 
Pearl 2 
4 Vars Drag Teams 
“Thirteenth Hour” 
Carthay Circle 
(Indef) 
Carli Elinor Orch 
Movietone 
“Street Angel” 
Chinese (Indef) 
Ballyhoo 
Poodles Hannaford 
Major Mite 
Gerald & Hoag 
Samaroff & Sonia 
Ed & Jan Rooney 
3 Freehands 
Pallenberg's Co 
Slayman Ali's Co 
“The Circus” 
Egyptian (20) 
Gene Morgan & Bd 
Jack Kates 


Cansinos 
Allan Rogers 
Carlo Ferreti 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Penn (23) 
‘Rio Romance’ U't 

Joe Penner 
Cansinos 
Tamaulipas Troub 
Paul Kleman 
Amata Grassi 
Lenora Co 

Don Albert Orch 


Stanley (23) 


226 West 47th St. 


-Oit-Ovetto Co. | 


Opening Norfolk April 30 
Loew Row 


te 
Thanks to 
J. H. LUBIN and MARVIN SCHENCK 


Direction 
Joe LEDDY, SMITH—Ed. 


~ Suite 901 


King Sis 

Kegris & Johnson 
Clarence Badger 

Natalie Harrison 

“Divine Woman” 


Loew's State (20) 
Benny Rubin 

F & M Idea 
Sally Rand 
Harvey Karels 
Crosby Bros 
Treen & Barnett 
“Ladies’ Night’’ 
Metropolitan (21) 
‘Mercado of J'zz’ U 
Frank Jenks 
Darling 2 

Arch Cannon 

Bob LaSalle 
Evelyn Vee 
Willard Andelin 

8 Mercado Girls 
Kimawa Tr 

“The Actress” 


Million Dollar 
(Indef) 
Leo Forbstein Orch 
Terrill & Hanley 
John & H Griffith 
Helen Warner 
Eddie McGill 
Bill Albright 
“Speedy.” 
Uptown (20) 
Vitaphone 
“The Crowd” 
United Artists 
(Indef) 
Dion Romandi Or 
Flora Valeria 
Manuel Emanuel 
“Ramona” 

Warner Bros. 
(Indef) 
Larry Ceballos Pro 

Harry Kelly 

Hal Sidaire 
Daphne Pollard 
Dinus 


California 8 
Bakalienikoff Orch 
MILWAUKEE 
Miller (23) 
C'rp’nter & Ingram 

Jerry Gould 
Eddie Martin 
Morgan & Lake 
NEWARK, N. J. 
Branford (21) 
Nazarro Jr 
Les Stevens Bd 
A & R Samuels 
Chas Rozella 
Markell & Faun 
Collette Sis 
Caeser Nesi 
Maryon Vadie Co 
“Lady Be Good” 
Fox Terminal (21) 
Movietone 
“Mother Machree” 
Mosque (21) 
Vitaphone 
“Old Ironsides” 
NEW HAVEN, CT. 
Sherman (23) 
Buddy Walker Co 
Ted Wililamson 
Muriel Abbott 
Dan Lipton 
“We Americans” 
NEW ORLEANS 
Saenger (27) 
“Rainbows” Unit 
Paul Mall 
Freddie & Eddle 
Jeanne Geddes 
Lyndon & Farman 
Effie Martin 
Petroff Co 
OMAHA, NEB. 
Riviera (27) 
‘Russian Revels’ U 
Frank Jenks 
& F Berkoff 
Ross & Gilbert 
Berkoff Girls 


Laufman Co 
Marty White 
Morosco & Daniels 
Hazel Romaine 
“Sporting Goods” 


PR’'VIDENCE. RBR.I. 
Fay’s (23) 
Davey White Bd 

Buck Jones 

Dover & Solton 
Gordon & Piterce 
Tan Araka Japs 
‘Bachelor's P’r'dise’ 


‘Rd H't C’p’rs’ U 

Janet Sis 

Hutchins & Hil’w'y 

Helen Kennedy 

Clifton & DeRex 

8 Goulds 

SAN FRANCISCO 
California (19) 

Gino Severit Bd 


Granada (20) 
Owen Sweeten Bd 
Glenn Goft 

V & EB Stanton 
Carlo & Norman 
Chas Bennington 
“Skyscraper” 

St. Francis (21) 
M Brambilla Bd 
P’t’t Leather Kid’ 

Warfield (21) 
Rube Wolf Bd 
Bill Dooley 
Maxwell & Lae 
Cook Sis 
Yourly Yourlo 
“Ladies’ Night” 
IMUIS, MO. 


Billle Gerber 
Jean Houston 
Elcota & Byrne 
‘Night of Mystery’ 

State (21) 
“No. Knights” 
Emile Boreo 
Sylvia Miller 
Ray Biseman 
Criss Cross Co 
“The Crowd” 

(28) 
Joe Roberts 
Emile Boreo 
Grace Johnson 
Maxine & Nowa 
16 Girls 
“Drums of Love” 
E, 


“Hey Hey” Unit 
“Drums of Love” 
WASH’GT'N, D. C. 


Jack Pepper 
Madeline Killeen 
Sully & Kogan 
Enrico & Theodora 
Liebling Singers 
Williams & D’glas 


S J Stebbins Pres 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Leon Brusiloff 
John B. Daniel 
Pauline Alpert 

4 Aristocrats 
Cor-ron 
Beamis & Brown 
Bob Howell 
Cornell & Browa 
Veronica 

Muriel LaFrance 
Josef Turin 
Lawrence Downey 
Gerardo & Adair 
Oumansky Ballet 
Mannizcg Chorus 


Pisano & Landauer 
Bob Larry’s Ent 


Commodore 
ist half (30-3) 
Norman & Norman 
Frank Mansfield 

Ott & Barron 
Mahoney & Ceefl 
Jock McKay 
Jewel Rev 

2d half (3-6) 
Holden & Graham 
Dover & Soltan 
Bond & Trent 
Bobby King 
Fantastic Rev 
(One to fill) 


Delancey St. 
lst half (30-3) 
Paul Bros 


Ed Mulcahy 
Nat C Haines Co 
Nick & G Verga 
Franklyn & Royce 
(One to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Diaz Monkeys 
Jane & G Rogers 
Reddy & Hyman 
Saul Brilliant Co 
Lucinda Atkinson 
(One to fill) 


Grand 

ist half (30-2) 
4 Aces & a Queen 
Foster & Peggy 
Faber & Mcintyre 
Local Follies 
(One to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Emilons 
Goss & Barrows 
Sim Moore & Ptnr 
Local Follies 
(One to fill) 

Greeley Sq. 

Ist half (30-2) 
Raymond Pike 
Corinne Arbuckle 
Mason & Gwynne 
Casey & Warren 
Saul Brilliant Co 
Worths 


Jeanne Fuller Rev 
(One to fill) 
Oriental 

ist haif (30-2) 
Bernice & Pansy 
Wally Sharples Co 
Forsythe & Kelly 
Lady Barbara's Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Foley & Masimo 
Bert & H Skatelle 
Vic Plant Co 
O’Dunn & Day 


Old Gang 
Palace 
Ist half (30-8) 
3 Nitos 


Morris & Shaw 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (3-6) 
McL'ghlin & Ev’ns 
Jack LaVier 
Jewell Rev 
(Two to fill) 
Premi 


miler 
ist half (30-2) 
Jane & G Rodgers 
Venetian Masq 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (3-6) 
Ninz & Kobin 
Helen Moretti 
Robinson & Pierce 
Joe Phillips Co 
Franklyn & Royce 
ATLANTA, GA, 
Grand (30) 
3 Longfields 
Will J Ward 
Wedding Ring 
Smith & Allman 
Strelska LaRue Rv 
BAY RIDGE 


Loew's 

Ist half (30-2) 
LeRays 
Helen Moretti 
Princeton & Yale 
Pisano & Landauer 
Ina Alcova Co 

2d half (3-6) 
Raymond Pike 
Park Sis & Harvey 


Our Mr. 


LYONS & LYONS: 
Intiniate Chats 


Productions 


Arthur Lyons is 
daily contracting talent for 
Productions, See us for that 
musical comedy or revue 
you're after. We always need 
talent and can place it to 
best advantage. 


LYONS & LYONS 


PARAMOUNT BLDG NEW YORK 


Bily Co 


Us 
Romaine & Castle 
(Three to fill) 
Lincol 


coln 
ist half (30-2) 
Elly Co 
Joe Herbert 
Robinson & Pierce 
Romaine & Castle 
(One to fill) 
2d half (3-6) 
Nelson's Catland 
Ed Mulcahy 
Nat C Haines Co 
Casper & Morriss’y 
Worths 
National 
ist half (30-2) 
Ning & Kobin 
Lera & Spencer 
Vice Plant Co 
Sim Moore & Ptar 
Old Gang 
2d half (3-6) 
Rollins & Fern 
Primrose 4 
Odiva Seals 
(Two to fill) 
Orpheum 
lst half (30-2) 
Diaz Monkeys 
Primrose 4 
Renard & West 
Coulter & Rose 
Cyclone Rev 
2d half (38-6) 
Clyde & M Nelson 
Jean Joyson 
Edmond D'Orsay 
Herb Williams Co 
Lola Menzelli Co 
State (30) 
Reck & Rector 
Hamilton Sis & F 
Eddie Lambert Co 
Dave Harris Co 
(Two to fill) .. .. 
Victoria 
let half (30-2) 
Worden Bros 
Furman & Evans 
McL’ghlin & Ev'ns 
Harry Burns Co 
Lola Menzelli Co 
2d half (3-6) 
Page & Class 
Bernice & Pansy 
Nevins & Gordon 
L'ne'st’r & ming 
Parisian Arts 
BROOKLYN 
Bedford 
ist half (30-2) 
Zieglers 


Letty Hart 


Tumbling Clowns 
louise Ploner 
Gould Co 
IND'P’LIS, IND. 
Palace (28) 
Raymond Fiseman 
Rose Valyda 
Chester Hale Co 
Bob Uke Henshaw 
‘L’'gh Clown L'gh’ 
IRVINGTON 
Sanford (22) 
O'Connor Sis 
Franklyn & Stanl’y 
Thompson 2 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Traps 
iuddy Page 
Ray Nichols Bd 
“Wife Savers’ 
JERSEY CITY 
Stanley (21) 
Chas Melson Bd 
Chas Wilken 
Monoff & Gifford 
ZAisler 
10 Greta's 
Vivian Glenn 
“Jazz Singer’’ 
KANS. CITY, MO. 
Midland (28) 


Jerrie 


‘Jazz Minstrels’ U 


A Rasch Co 


‘Hilichts of U 
Last Command” 


Fay’s (23) 
Eva Tanguay 
Frank Hughes Co 
Gary & Baldi 
Miller Bros & C 
‘Why S'I’'rs Go 

Fox (23) 
Santley & Sawyer 
Joe Termini 


Wesley Eddy 
Johnny Perkins 
Maryland C'llegi’ns 
Luella Lee 

Al Cale 

Charley Paddock 
‘Feel My Pulse” 


(28) 
“Swanee” Unit 


‘E’sy C’me E’sy Go' 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITY 
American 


lst half (30-2) 
Maxine & Bobby 
3 of Us 
Casper & Morris’y 
Will Higgie Co 
Louise Squires Co 
L‘nc'ster & L’ming 
Patty Reat Bros” 
(One to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Tera & Spencer 


Manley & Raldwina 
Bert Collins Ce 


Temple 3 

Leon & Sawn 
Worden Bros 
(Two to fill) 


Boulevard 


ist half (30-2) 
Page & Class 
Ethel Dallon Co 
Nevins & Gordon 
Joe Phillips Co 
Bert Gordon Co 

2d half (3-6) 
Zieglera 
Rurns & Foran 
Casey & Warren 


Lewis & Moore Emerson & B'ldwin' “Primrose Path” Leon & Dawn 

wen JACK L. LIPSHUTZ wonoay: 
TAILOR 908 Walnut St. 
Earl LaVere PHILADELPHIA Palace (21) Manley & Baldwin 


Bob Larry's Ent 
2d half (3-6) 
Furman & Evans 

Coulter & Rose 
Will Higgie Co 
(Two 'to fill) 
Gates Ave. 
lat half (30-2) 
Hack Mack Co 
Natalie Alt Co 
Scott Bros & V 
O’Dunn & Day 
Racooners 
2d half (8-6) 
Paull Bros 
Ethel Dallon Co 
Ketch & Wilma 
Browning & Br’k’n 
Cyclone Rev 
Melba 
lst half (30-2) 
Burns & Foran 
Harry Breen 
(Others to filly 
2d half (3-6) 
Mason & Gwynne 
Richy Craig Jr 
(Others to fill) 
Metropolitan (30) 
Bardelangs 
Kramer & Fields 


Raymond Wilbert 
R'ym'nd & Caverly 


Harry Breén 

Moonlight Fantasy 

(One to fill) 

BIRM’GH’M,’ ALA. 
Loew's (30) 

Winnie & Dolly 

4 Mariners 

Bobby O'Neill Co 

Marion Wilkens Co 

Yorke & O’Brien 


BOSTON, MASS. 
Orpheum (30) 
B’kaway Barlowes 
Seymour & Cunard 

4 Diamonds 
Norton & Brower 
Oscar Stang Or 
(One to fill) 


Evans & Perez 
Ferris & Ellis 
F X Bushman Co 
Demarest & Deland 
Cartmell Harris Co 
'TON 
1st half (30-3) 
Alexander Bros &E 
Lucille Benstead 
O'Donnell Blair Co 
Zelaya 
Edith Clasper Co 
CLEVELAND, O. 
State (30) 
Chas McGoods Co 
Borah Minnevich O 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Shaw Carroll Rev 
(One to fill) 
COLUMBUS, 
Broad (30) 
LaFleur & Portia 
Edith Bohiman 
Marks & Ethel 
Priscilla Dean Co 
Oscar lorraine 
Rainbow Rev 
CORONA, L. 
Plaza 
lst half (30-2) 
Nelson's Catland 
Murray & Leonard 
Goss & Barrows 
Jack LaVier 
London Palace Co 
2d half (3-6) 
LeRays 
Joe Herbert 
Princeton & Yale 
Harry Burns Co 
Venetian Masq 
EV’NSV’LLE, IND. 
Tivoli 


Ist half (30-2) 
Hammer & H’mm’r 
Clark Morrell Co 
Andy & L Barlowe 
Collins & Peterson 
Casino de Paris 
HOBOKEN, N. J. 


Lyric 
Ist half (30-8) 
Bartholdi Sis 
Dover & Soltan 
Eckert &* Kelly Co 
Darrell & Robinson 
Prin Winona Rev 
2d half (3-6) 
Lola Selbini 
Sheppard & King 
Mahoney & Cecil 
Startzman & Kane 
3 Nitos 
HOUSTON 
Houston (30) 
Gaynor & Byron 
Art Gilham 
Nola & W St Clair 
Lew Kelly Co 
Freeborn's Rev 
JAMAICA, 
Hillside 
lst half (30-2) 
3 Castles 
Bert & H Skatelle 
Bond & Trent 
Herb Williams Co 
Lucinda Atkinson 
2d half (8-6) 
4 Aces & a Queen 
Murray & “Leonard 
Nick & G Verga 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
London Falace Co 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 
State (30) 
Takewa Japs 
Violet Singer 
Jos B Stanley Co 
Billy Glason 


Melody Mansioca 


MONTREAL, CAN. 
Loew's (30) 
Violet Ray & N 
Konosan 
Mack & long 
Geo Fredericks Co 
Elsie & Paulsen Rv 
Corbett & Barry 
NEWARK, N. Jd. 
State (30) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Baby Ella Cerf 
Maker & Redford 
Bob Nelson Co 
G'lv'st’n Beauty Co 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (30) 
3 Golfers 
Lydia Harris 
Frank Sinclair Co 
Frank Melino Co 
Florence Hedges Co 
NORFOLK, VA. 
State (30) 
Ponzini's Monks 
Craig Campbell Co 
Elliott & LaTour 
Paddy Cliff Orch 
(One to fill) 
NJ. 


Peters & LeBuff 
Helen Bach 8 
Chas Deighan 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 
Aldine (30) 
Van Cello & Mary 
Stanley & Ginger 


Bdgar Bergen Co 
Will J Kennedy Co 
Lieut Gitz Rice Ca 
TORO 


Loew's (30) 
Aerial Smiths 
Margie Coates 
Walter Walters Ga 
Buck & Bubbles 
Paul Tisen Orch 
WOODH’'V'N, L. & 

Willard 


lst half (30-2) 
Clyde & M Nelsoe 
Jean Joyson 


2d half (38-6) 
oster & P 
Scott 
Earl Faber Co 
Chas Ahearn Co 
YONKERS, N. 


Loew's 
Ist half (30-8) 
Robbins $3 
Rollins & Fern 
Stateroom No. 19 
Lillian Fitzgerala 
Chas Ahearn Co 
2d half (3-6) 
Hack Mack Co 
Natalie Alt Co 
Jock McKay 
Racooners 
(One to fill) 


Pantages 


NEWARK, N, J. 
Newark (30) 
Grohs 
Fabian 
Kelly Jackson 
Green & Austin 
Forbes Prout Rev 
Margaret Force 
NIAGARA FALLS 
Strand 
Ist half (30-2) 
Zoller & Bodwell 
Hanlon Bros 
Rodero & Mann 
Bee & R Gorman 
Parisian Frolica 
TORONTO, CAN, 
Pantages (30) 
Weiss 3 
Jack & J Waller 
Margo & Beth 
Exposition 4 
(One to fill) 


HAMILTON, CAN. 
Pantages (30) 
Wonder Girl 
Graham & C'urtn’y 
Sullivan & Ruth 
Werner & Mary A 
Westminster Abbey 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Pantages (30) 
Redford & Wallace 
Radiology 
Mason & Dixon 
Billy Gilbert 
Wyatt's Rev 


TOLEDO, 0O. 
Rivoli (30) 
Valentines 


Mack & Tivoli 
Ballet Caprice 
Rowland & Joyace 
Shadowgraph 


Mary Zoller 
H'ghton & Whitney 
Paul Rahn 
Eddie White 
Libby Dancers 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Pantages (30) 
Aus Waites 
Ward & Patrick 
Jacks & Queens 
(Two to fill) 
BUTTE, MONT. 
Temple (30) 
Dorothy Lund 
Morris & Flynn 
Roun-de-lay 
Roger & E Hurst 
Bonhair Tr 
SPOKANE, WASH. 
Pantages (30) 
3 Orontos 
Wilson & Keppell 
Edm’‘nds & F’nch'n 
Mario & Rosita 
Edge & Meda 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Pantages (30) 
Alexander Sis 
Fields & Cook 
Raymond Bond Co 
Winona Winter- 
(One to fill) 
VANCOUVER. B.C. 
Pantages (30) 
Cardinals 
Irving & Chaney 


Mabel Taliaferro 
Winchester & Ross 
Bud Snyder Co 
TACOMA, WASH, 
Pantages (30) 
Gloria Devon Co 
Alive Melville 
Cody 6 
Lord & Willis 
Haveman’s Co 
PORTLAND, ORE 
Patnages (30) 
Coffee Pot Dome 
Lum & White 
Nancy Fair 
Mayo & Bobbe 
Memphis Collegians 
Eddie Rogers 


Pantages (30) 
Herbert Bolt 3 
Billy Small 
Chas Gill 
Ray Hughes & P 
Eleanor C Judd 
Kafka Stanley & M 

LOS ANGELES 

Pantages (30) 
Juggling McPRanns 
Dewey & Gold Rev 
Maurice Costello 
Mayme Gehrue 
Noodles Fagan 
SAN DIEGO, CAL. 

Pantages (30) 
Harry Berry 
Joe Fanton 
Roger Williams 
Kerr & Westor 
Fulmer & Wayne 
L’G BEACH, CAL, 

Pantages (30) 
Christie & Nelson 
Cosmopolitan 3 
Doran & Coper 
DeSylvia’s Rev 
Earl Fegen Bd 
SALT LAKE CITY 

Pantages (30) 
Aeroplane 
Chas Willis 
4 Flashes 
Carol & James 
Eddie Foyer 
Parisian Frolics 

OGDEN, UTAH 

Patnages (30) 
Bill Desmond 
Dotson 
Winehill & Briscoe 
Radio Fancies 


Bobby Van Horn 

Daner 

Ruloff & Elton 

Rogers & Donnelly 

Agesa’s Co 

KANS. CITY, MO, 
Pantages (30) 

3 Blanks 

Paddy Saunders 

Houston Ray 

Marion & Dade 

Rev Unique 

MEMPHIS, TENN, 
Pantages (30) 

Perez & Marg’rite 

Bert Swor 

Sp'ne’r & Williame 

Stepping Along 

(One to fill) 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway, New York 
Bet. 46th and 47th Ste. 
This Week: 


ESTELLE PENNING; THE NEWMANS 


Association 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
American 

lst half (30-2) 
Wisconsin 3 
Burt & Lehman 
Al Weber Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (3-6). 
J & I Marlyn Rev 
Dubarra 
Winton Bros 
(Two to fill) 


Belmont 
lst half (30-3) 
Oscar & King 
Palis Hawaiians 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (30-2) 
Morgan & Sheldon 
(Others to fill) 
Englewood 
lst half (30-2) 
Winton Bros 
Morgan & Sheldon 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (3-6) 
Al Weser 
(Others to fill) 
Majestic 
1st half (30-2) 
Havana Bound 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (3-6) 
Parisian 4 
DAVENPORT, 
Capitol 


IA. 


lst half (30-2) 
Seymour & Howard 
Robbins & Jewett 
B & J Brown 


(Twe te fill) 


2d half (3-6) 
Musical Mandarina 
Billy Sharpe Rev 
Kennedy & Martin 
(Two to fill) 

DES MOINES, IA, 
Capitol 

,ist half (30-3) 

Ducalion 

Billy Sharpe Rev 

Emmett Omara 

Ducalion 

Mandarins 

Ford & C’gham 

2d half (3-6) 
Melody Pirates 
Robbins & Jewett 
(Three to fill) 
EV’NSV’LLE, IND. 


Grand 
lst half (30-2) 
Kluting’s Ent 
Keo Taki & Yokt 
5 Sophomores 
Smith & Cantor 
(One to fill) 
2d half (3-6) 
Claudia Coleman 
Manny King Co 
(Three to fill) 
KANS. CITY, MO. 
Main St. (30) 
Tiny Town Rev 
G & M Eline 
Louisville Loons 
Peter Higgins 
Agee & White 
Van De Velde 
MADISON, WIS. 
heum 
ist half (30-2) 
Jack George 
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| | 
“Play Girl” 
| Stanley (23) 
“In Granada” U’t 
Serova Sen 
“Red Hair’ 
Richy Craig Jr 
Odiva Seals 
“Chicago” 
Penn (30) 
‘Knick Knacks’ Ut 
3 Co-Eds 
— 
Find SAN FRANCISCO 
| 
| 
| — | 
on half (3-6) 
Talamas 
Astrals 
Folies Bergere 
Dodge 2 
‘Taka Ch’ce Wk’ U pe | 
Ritz Bros 
Ed Lowry 
Missouri (21) 
Sully & Mack Art Early 
Tivoli (23) Bill Adams 
Helen Wright 
24 Girls BUFFALO, N. Y. 
State (30) 
4 Kadex 
OMAHA, NEB. 
| World (30) 
| 
| | Gs) | 
| Earle (21) 
| “Bermuda” Unit | 
| | | 
| | | | 
a | | | | | | | | | | 
| Fox (21) ror 
| | | 
| 
| E 
| | | 
| | | 
| = 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| | | | 
| 
kK 
| | 
| St 
| 
Ti 
Al 
| | 
Ww 
Lor 
| | | | 
ki Jo 
| | | 
| | | | 
| 
| | Ar 
| | | | 
| | | | | | | , 
| | | | 
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46 VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 25, 1928 


Dicks Nab Girl 
And Opium Pipe 


In Stickup Jeb 


Clever work on the part of 
Detectives Maskiell, Mullee and 
Walsh, West 47th street station, re- 


sulted in the arrest of three men on 
robbery charges and of a woman for 
pessessing an opium pipe. Two of 
the men are held in Newark to 
await extradition to this city. 

On April 17, two well dressed men 
eame to the dancing studio of Prof. 
J. G. Scott, 1658 Broadway. They 
had attended for two days. As they 
entered they levelled revolvers at 
Scott, and one of them struck him 
on the head with the butt of the 
gun. Stunned, Scott fell, with the 
two men binding him and carrying 
him to an adjoining office. There 
they stripped him of three diamond 
rings, watch and chain.and $50 in 
cash. Some time later a pupil en- 
tered, heard moans and found Scott. 

After a doctor had revived Scott, 
the detectives were notified and in- 
formation was received that Salva- 
tore Torissi, 21, dancer, Bloomfield, 
N. J.. might know something about 
the case. Detectives trailed him. 
and one night saw him leave 104 
W. 49th street with a suitcase. The 
sleuths stopped him, demanding to 
know the contents. Torissi said 
clothes, but examination revealed 
they were not his. He said his sister 
Rose, 24, dancing hostess, lived at 
the 4%th street house and he had 
been visiting her. Going to the 
apartment, the detectives found the 
girl in bed. 

On to Newark 

Search of the place revealed a 

green jade opium pipe and a quan- 


tity of yen shee. She expressed 
surprise and denied being addicted 
to the habit. Detectives brought 


brother and sister to the static 
house, as a result of which Maskiell, 
Mullee and Walsh went to Newark. 
Outside the Newark theatre, Broad 
ard Market streets, they saw George 
Greene, 25, and Ralph Barnes, 23, 
both of the Savoy hotel in that city. 
The detectives had been told the 
men had an appointment outside the 
theatre and were to dispose of the 
jewelry stolen from Scott. When 
the men appeared they “were ar- 
rested, 

A visit to the hotel room recov- 
ered the rings and watch. Barnes, 
known under another alias, is 
wanted, police said, in Cleveland for 
a stickup last January. 

When Torissi and his sister were 
arraigned before Magistrate Stern 
in West Side Court the girl was held 
in $1,500 bail and the brother with- 
out bail. The clothing found in the 
suitease carried by Torissi was 
found to belong to Greene, sweet- 
heart of Rose. Bail was denied 
Torissi because he previously had 
been convicted of a crime. 


Toronto Check Passer 
Doing Stretch in N. Y. 


Albert How, 22, who claimed to be 
a sports promoter of Toronto, was 
sentenced to a term of not less than 
six months or more than three years 
in Special Sessions, following his 
conviction on a charge of passing 
worthless checks. 

How was arrested on the com- 
plaint of Sallie Dean, cashier of the 
Hotel Roosevelt, who alleged that on 
March 14 she cashed for him a check 
for $65 drawn on the Canadian Bank 


of Commerce, Toronto, and signed 
by W. Uran. The check came back 
marked “forgery.” 

According to Probation Officer 


Edward McGrath, How returned to 
the hotel March 23 and tried to pass 
a number of other checks bearing 
the forged signature of Joe Jacobs, 
manager of Jack Delaney, Mike Mc- 
Tigue and other fighters. A detec- 
tive was waiting for him and placed 
him under arrest. Jacobs said he 
never heard of How. 


Every day he pesters people 
with questions—any people— 
any questions. 


Tomorrow's question: 

Should Broadway be straightened 
out and run through Central Park? 

Eustace Droight, Algonquin Hotel, 
writer: Where is Central Park? 

Mrs. May Belle Margolis, East 


Orange, housewife: Show me your 
credentials, 
Dimitrios Popolopas, Hoboken, 


confectioner: No speek Engleesh. 
Antony Crowiey, Queens Village, 
contractor: I refuse to answer. 
Miss Leila De Palo, Yonkers, club- 
woman: Cigarettes, gin and short 
skirts are responsible. 


Flood of Taxis and 
Drivers Squawking 


With the streets flooded by Pack- 
ard and Lincoln fifteen-and-fives, 
the little taxi boys are feeling a 
powerful squeeze. Customers single 
out the heavy-overhead cars for 
lolling rides and a quick pick-up on 
the lights. 

William Spinelli, adorned with 
hack badge No. 36,120, went gabby 
the other night and expounded on 
the tough state of the business. In 
most cases the little-fleet owners 
are holding the bag. “I've been 
driving all day for $7.20," said 
hackman Spinelli. “Of that I get 40 
per cent, $2 goes for gas, oil and 
insurance, a dollar for the bond, 
and about 60c for garage and care.” 
The hackman’s 40 per cent also car- 
ries its overhead. An extra pack- 
age of cigarettes—every fare bums 
one. And replacements on license 
photographs which are lifted by 
taxi fans. 

Penn Station is the hottest stand. 
Many short hauls. And at least 
three chumps a day ask to be 
driven to the Pennsylvania Hotel. 

Larry Fay is reported to have 
sold the spot for one million dollars, 
with $7,500 per cab thrown in just 
as a tip. 

There are more cabs on the street 
than there is parking space. De- 
sirable spots are sewed up and 
sewed pretty—the combination put- 
ting the screws on any fresh crowd- 
er. If an operator gets tough the 
word goes out and he is tamed by 
a general city-wide conspiracy. The 
Yellow, which cuts the boys in un- 
der the 40 per cent rate, breaks in 
the new drivers. The old-timers 
pass up the saffron fleet, as_ it 
doesn’t permit smoking or driving 
bare-headed, 

Hackmen generally predict a sen- 
sational fall in the over-inflated 
taxi market. The owners take it on 
the button at every night’s check- 
in. And the drivers themselves fig- 
ure $10 represents a week of rain 
and hot breaks. 


JEANETTE FINLEY, BAD GIRL 


Jeanette (Billie) Finley, 24, who 
claims to be a chorus girl and model 
living at the Mayflower Hotel, Cen- 
tral Park West, was sent to the 
House of the Good Shepherd by the 
Justices in Special Sessions for 
having violated her parole on a pre- 
vious conviction. This sentence will 
mean that Miss Finley will be a 
tenant of the home for bad girls 
for about three years. 

The blonde has been in trouble 
with the police on numerous oc- 
casions and most of the times taxi- 
cab drivers were the complainants. 
Several months ago she was arrested 
on the complaint of Elmer Failing, 
writer, of 140 Macdougal street, for 
stealing some of his clothes from 
his apartment. At the same time 
she was accused of failing to pay 
a taxi bill. She was given a sus- 
pended sentence on the latter charge 
and 
the petty larceny theft. 


Female Bookmakers 


Two women were arraigned in th 
Tombs Court charged with book 


making and were held for trial in 
They were: Anna 
Smith. 52, and Anna Cohen, 55 years 


Special Sessions. 


old, of 272 Spring street. 
The pair were arrested by Detec 


tive Thomas J. Foster of the First 
Division, who claimed he observed 
the women taking bets in a candy 
store they ran at the Spring street 


address. 


Strauss-Peyton Bankrupt 


also released on probation on 


Last week probation officers 
learned that the girl was again 
drifting and when she failed to 


make a weekly report to the proba- 
tion officer, sentence was imposed. 


(Changes Weekly) 


For show people, as well as laymen, this Guide to general amusements 
in New York will be published weekly in response to repeated requests. 
it may serve the out-of-towner as a time-saver in selection. 


PLAYS ON BROADWAY 


Current Broadway legitimate attractions are completely listed and 
commented upon weekly in Variety under the heading: “Shows in New 
York and Comment.” 

in that department, both in the comment and the actual amount of 
the gross receipts of each show, will be found the necessary information 
as to the most successful plays, also the scale of admission charged. 


NEW FEATURE PICTURES OF WEEK 
Capitol—“The Patsy” (Marion Davies). 
Paramount—“Three Sinners” (Negri). 

Rialto—“Drums of Love” (D. W. Griffith) (run). 
Rivoli—“Speedy” (Lioyd) (run). 
Strand—“Burning Daylight” (Sills-Kenyon). 
Roxy—‘“Love Hungry.” 


SPECIAL FEATURES WORTH SEEING 
“Street Angel” “Trail of '98” 


“Four Sons” 


“Two Lovers” 
“Wings” 


. NIGHT LIFE 

The Parody, with the inimitable Clayton, Jackson and Durante as the 
features, is recommended at all times. 
George Olsen at the Club Richman is the sensation of the night clubs. 
Helen Morgan is big at her Chez Helen Morgan. The Silver Slipper 
has a new girly revue, and Loretta McDermott’s is the latest starter. 
oan Bohemian atmosphere, don't miss the Club Barney, in Greenwich 
llage. 
The hotels like the Roosevelt (Dave Bernie), Biltmore (Bernie Cum- 
mins) and Pennsylvania (Johnny Johnson) should not bé overlooked for 
— purposes for straight dining and dancing purposes, before or after 
neatre. 
The Little Club has a fast show; Ambassadeurs, former Le Perroquet. 
{s a rvomy cafe, with new black-and-tan revue. 
The class spots are the Montmartre and Lido, the latter holding Rosita 
and Ramon as the dance feature. 
The Everglades is doing well with new Earl Lindsay revue; the Fri- 
volity is continuing its usual healthy trade, and the 54th St. Club show 
Stars Dan Healy. 
At the Salon Royal, Texas Guinan and Tommy Lyman co-star. 

Up in Harlem the Cotton Club has a whale of a hotsy-totsy brown- 
skin revue, 
Roadhouse season has started with Vincent Lopez established at Wood- 
mansten Inn in Pelham, and Harold Leonard band at Castillian Royal on 
Pelham Parkway. 


Ringling-Barnum & Bailey Circus now at Madison Square Garden. 


RECOMMENDED SHEET MUSIC 
“I’m More Than Satisfied” “Was It a Dream?” 


“Auf Wiedersehen” “She’s a Great, Great Girl” 
Laugh, Clown, Laugh” “Ole Virginny’s Lullaby” 


On the Square 


The Pallor of the Nite Clubs 


A pallor is developed by frequenters of nite clubs, not unlike that 
caused by constant confinement anywhere else. Besides leaving the 
victim extremely pale and giving an emaciated appearance, it has that 
pallor tint that becomes very annoying to its wearer. 
That is the reason why several nite club owners and operatives, in- 
cluding staffs and also nite club reporters, have of late resorted to the 
artificial sunburn, secured through the electric bath or violet rays. To 
what degree the nite club frequenter may be affected in health by the 
smoky, torrid and close atmosphere of the sticky and sometimes un- 
healthily ventilated nite club room doesn’t appear to be a point of in- 
quiry by those afflicted by the nite club habit or pallor. Perhaps they 
don't want to find out, in case the physician should order them to ease 
off the joints or avoid them through less regularity. 

It's quite bad enough for those who must contract the pallor through 
their business relations with the nite clubs, but there is no excuse for 


the others—and the sunburn isn't skin deep, fooling only those who 
don’t know. 


Caviar at 5-10 Store 
Broadwayites who have deluxe tastes may now buy their caviar at 
the 5-10c store at 36th street and Broadway. Here 10c tins of caviar are 
sold along with 10c sizes of almost everything else in the world. Only 
the red variety of caviar can be had, but just because black caviar is 
the most usual during these hard times, the denizens of Broadway won't 
pass up the bargain on account of its color. 


Romberg’s Aerial Home 

Sigmund Romberg, musical comedy composer, {is the latest of the 
song writers to go in for the penthouse and roof garden apartment fad, 
leasing the one on 65th street formerly occupied by Adam Gimbel, one 
of the heads of the department store firm. 

“Flop” as Legally Defined 

“Flop” as a show expression appears to have been legally defined by 
Cassidy & Cassidy, the attorneys in Times Square, and also accepted 
without protest by the Appellate Division of the New York Supreme 
Court. Its definition as expressed by the lawyers in a brief submitted 
to the court is “a theatrical failure.” 

The brief stated that “flop” is a commonly used theatrical word to so 
designate. As the Cassidy & Cassidy brief won for the attorneys’ clients. 
“flop” may stand upon the legal records thusly and perhaps pass into 
those dust covered dictionaries. Mr. Webster listed “flop” as a variant 
of “flap.” One of his descriptions of its meaning it to sit down sud- 
denly. “Flop” is also use@ in the slang way to denote a cheap or free 
lodging house, But in the profession it’s just flop, perhaps the most 
dreaded word of the show business. 


Russ Crouse’s Rupee 

Russell Crouse, the New York “Evening Post” columnist, holds a ticket 
in the Calcutta sweepstakes which carries with it a grand prize of $500,000. 
It sells at one roupee (40c) in India, but Crouse paid 50 cents and a 15 
per cent kick-back to the person he bought it from. Mare Connolly 
bought in another 10 per cent for 50 cents, so that Crouse now owns 
three-fourths. 

Russ puns that should he win he'll make roupee for a long time. 


Among Broadway bankruptcy pe- 
e|titions are Kathryn Wythe Sorgatz 
-| Parsons Clarke, “housewife and ac- 


No Conventions in Bond Building 
A special cop, {in uniform, has been stationed in the lobby of the Bond 


” eats es building to keep callers with a conversational urge in circulation. 
An exception is made for men folks rubbering at the suits in Bond's 
raphers. ; . show windows. They are not disturbed. The gals have no alibi for 


Kathryn W. S. P. Clarke, 50 West | /eitering. 


-|72d street, owes $11,439 in liabilities 
and $100 assets. 

The photographers, 356 Madison 
avenue, have the Eastman Kodak 
Stores as biggest claimants with 
$1,588 in liabilities. ‘ 


Yours Merrily Rogers’ Frozen Toe 
John R. Rogers, who claims to be 88 years old and is known as Yours 
Merrily, was confined to his hotel from December until last week by the 
recurrence of seasonal trouble with a toe that was frozen in 1902. The 


«Continued on page 47) 


Actor Kills 
To Save Funds for 


His Chinese Ward 


A young Chinese actor was the 
lone mourner at the funeral of 
Richard Nichols, 52, whom the boy 
called his “uncle.” Nichols, fast 
using ‘vhat money he had to pay 
doctor’s bills and fearing he would 
leave penniless the slant-eyed in- 
fant he had reared, slew himself in 
a three-room flat at\353 W. 53rd St. 

Nichols sat in a chair and fired 
a revolver into his mouth. The shot 
was apparently unheard by other 
tenants and Edward Nichols, born 
of Celestial parents, found his “un- 
cle’ there. 

The elder Nichols left a note to 
Edward asking the latter to forgive 
him and to spend as little as pos- 
sible on the burial. Edward was in- 
consolable and constantly referred 
to Nichols as his uncle. The room 
contained several trunks and other 
theatrical appurtenances. 

Always in Show Business 

Edward said le was born in Seat- 
tle and that his parents died when 
he was two years old. He stated 


business and that he, himself, went 
on the stage about seven years ago. 
Young Nichols :s now a female im- 
personator and yodeller, working 
under the name of Toy Lon Sue. 

Their last engagement was at 
Poli’s Capitol, Hartford, Conn., last 
month, since which they have had 
no work. Nichols then became ill 
and Edward said that he has hunted 
in vain for engagements. He has 
done some club work. The senior 
Nichols was not a member of the 
N. V. A. Edward is, but has been 
in arrears in his dues. 

Later he told a “Variety” reporter 
that Nichols was born in Lynn, 
Mass., had never married, and that 
he knew of no relatives. He said 
he was out seeking work when 
Nichols ended his life. 

Little could be learned of the de- 
ceased Nichols’ antecedents. He 
came from an excellent family in 
Lynn, Mass., according to other 
actors. He did an illusion act with 
Toy Lon Sue, his ward. 


Mabel Wells Demanded 


Pinch—Accommodated 


Mabel Wells, 34, 22 West 84th 
Street, who said she was ex-“Fol- 
lies,” and Walter W. Niswonger, 35, 
Hotel Astor, steel salesman, were 
fined $3 each when they were ar- 
raigned before Magistrate Corrigan 
in West Side Court on charges of 
disorderly conduct. 

Miss Wells, who, the police de- 
clared, wore several thousand dol- 
lars’ worth of jewels when arrested, 
and Niswonger became involved in 
an altercation at 82d street and Co- 
lumbus avenue at 11 p. m. Sunday 
night. The trouble arose over the 
fact that Niswonger missed his wal- 
let and began questioning his com- 
panion. 

The argument waxed heatedly un- 
til a large crowd was attracted. 
Policeman Curran, West 68th street 
station, tried to act as peacemaker. 
After some diplomacy he persuaded 
the couple to enter a taxicab and 
drive away. The cab had gone only 
a short distance when its door was 
flung open. 

Miss Wells insisted that the cop 
pinch them both. The cop said both 
were partly intoxicated. At the sta- 
tion house it was discovered among 
the jewelry worn by the woman was 
a diamond bracelet valued in the 
neighborhood of $10,000. 

After Miss Wells had been in a 
cell a few hours a friend appeared 
at the station house and produced 
$500 bail. Niswonger was not 80 
fortunate. He remained in a cell all 
night. 

In court both pleaded guilty and 
Niswonger paid both fines and the 
couple left the court arm in arm. 


SCHOONMAKER CONVICTED 


Charles Schoonmaker, 53, writer, 
of 68 Horatio street, Greenwich Vil- 
lage, was convicted by a jury before 
Judge Koenig of General Sessions 
of grand larceny and was committed 
to the Tombs for sentence Friday. 

Schoonmaker was accused by 
Mrs. Fred W. Stengel, a_ society 
woman of Rockeville, Conn., witb 
the theft of $12,500 in a stock deal 
Mrs. Stengel declared that she was 
induced to part with her money 


after Schoonmaker had taken her 
to numerous night clubs along 
Broadway. 


that his uncle was always in show . 
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Selling 


District Attorney Banton, the 
Better Business Bureau and the 
Police Department are conducting 
an investigation of tailoring estab- 
lishments which operate on the 
“Club Plan.” These places have 
sprung up like mushrooms in the 
Square and its environs. 

Complainants have appeared in 
West Side Court and obtained sum- 
monses against the operators in 
gome cases. When the summons is 
served an official of the concern 
straightens out the complainant. 
Hence no action is taken. Others 
fear to have their names mentioned, 
as their employers might be an- 
noyed, and others have taken their 
losses rather than. lose their time 
at court. 

The phoney concerns have a staff 
of solicitors operating’ throughout 
the city and suburbs. An agent ap- 
pears and explains that for $2 a 
week the purchaser can get a guit. 
First, the money must be paid in full 
—“but,” declares the glib solicitor, 
“you, with a gang of employees 
under you, can prevail upon them 
to jointhe plan. Then, of course, you 
don’t have to pay the full amount. 
You pay about $12, come to our 
place and select a suit.” The victim 
generally corrals friends and em- 
ployees under him and hurries to 
the establishment, where he finds a 
“tailor” with tape around neck, bolts 

. of cloth and a few unfinished suits 
adorn the place. The operator, well 
dressed, greets the sap, who begins 
to select his suit. 


Don’t Always Squawk 


The victim examines a half-dozen. 
None appeal. The undesirable suit 
this tailor wants to palm off costs at 
the outset $12, although in several 
cases the victim has paid $50, be- 
sides getting customers. 

The patron argues, but to no avail. 
He comes to West Side Court and 
gets a summons. He serves it, and 
in some cases the “tailor,” fearing 
publicity and prosecution, pays up. 
When he observes that the rapper 
is weak, and figuring the complain- 
ant will will not waste his time in 
court, he bulldozes him. 

District Attorney Banton and the 
Better Business Bureau have driven 
many of these concerns out of New 
York, but new ones have sprung up 
on Broadway. 

Detective Tom Tunney, brother of 
the heavyweight ehamp, and Edward 
Willi arrested a man, who gave his 
name as Bert Green, 30, and who 
is said to be the head of the Gibson 
Tailoring establishment, 17 W. 60th 
St. Arrested with Green was Murray 
Miller, 22, Green’s employee, of 1477 
Fulton St. Both were taken on 
Warrants and certified copies of in- 
dictments, warrants and indictment 
being issued in the name of “John 
Doe.” They were brought to this 
city by John Sloth, chief of police 
of Mattewan, N. J. Defendants are 
charged with swindling John Hen- 
nessy, of Long Branch, of $50 on 
the “Club Plan,” told 
porters, Tunney also stated that 
Green is known as Louis Wallace, 
Was arrested in St. Louis in 1926, 
and was discharged. 

It is said that the suburbs have 
been Swamped with these fake 
Solicitors and that small towns in 
New Jersey and Connecticut have 
been inundated with complaints. 
But the complainants, rather than 
come On to New York, have dropped 
the actions. New Jersey is also 
atter these bogus concerns that 
a been chased out of New York. 


fendants get a hearing this week. 


10-Y.ear-Old Starts Jam 
For Cashier and Doorman 


Mrs. Anna Hassemen, 34, cashier, 


and Paul Sidman, 44, doorman, were 
held in $500 bail each when ar- 
raigned before Magistrate Stern, 


West Side Court, charged with per- 
Mitting a minor to enter a theatre 
unaccompanied. 

Agent John J. DeVita, Children’s 
Society, told the court he observed 
Frances Baisley, 10, approach the 
Ucket booth of the Park West the- 
atre, 103 West 99th street, purchase 
a ti ket and £o into the theatre. De- 
Vita followed the girl inside, ob- 
‘ained her name and address and 
‘hen arrested the outside couple. 

th nleaded not cnilty and their 


requested an adjournment 


ire witnesscs. 


on $2-a-Week Plan 


Friars’ Koenigsberg Dinner 
And Celebs as Speakers 


With Abbot Friar George M. Co- 
han, the master of ceremonies, a 
dais occupied by notables, including 
Sir Harry Lauder, Nicholas Murray 
Butler and Otto H. Kahn, while the 
guests numbered many newspaper 
cracks, the Friars tendered a dinner 


Sunday night at the Astor to M. 
Koenigsberg, it being the first hon- 
orary feast given by the club to a 
journalist. The honored guest, or 
Kay as they called him around the 
Friers, was, until recently, head of 
the King Features Syndicate, a 
Hearst organization developed by 
Koenigsberg, who resigned when the 
publisher got peeved because Kay 
was decorated at Geneva. Speak- 
ers such as William Collier and 
Bugs Baer kidded Kay about it 
and the leisure now enjoyed, with 
its bridge playing possibilities. 
Said Collier, who, as the Friar’s 
agent, “sketched” the life of Koenigs- 
berg: “He was born in New Orleans 
in 1878, so he says, and was “christ- 
ened” Moses Koenigsberg. Moe, you 
don’t mind me ealling you Moe, do 
you, Mersh? He went to Texas and 
at the age of 13 became a reporter. 
They offered htm $12 a week, but 
he stood out for $13, claiming he 
was worth a dollar for each year, 
and that still holds true. Somehow 
he got into college, weighing 160 
pounds at the time. Now no scales 
can weigh him. They should have 
changed his name to Fleishberg. 
“Eventually reaching Chicago, he 
ran the circulation of the “Exam- 
iner’ to half a million from scratch, 
thereby placing three copy readers 
and seven reporters in padded cells. 
Then they should have called him 
Hearstberg. He got the idea of a 


news and feature syndicate out 
there. 
“Coming to New York, he en- 


gaged all the comic strip artists, 
feature writers and heavyweight 
champions to contribute to the syn- 
dicate. He has decisions over Jef- 
fries, Corbett, Dempsey and Tunney, 
but the best he ever got from Bugs 
Baer was a draw. Recently he went 
to Geneva for the international con- 
ference and made such a good im- 
pression that they pinned a decora- 
tion on his chest. I know one man 
who would have liked to have nailed 


it on (big laugh) but I will not 
mention the publisher’s name. 
Always Right 
“No one has ever won an argu- 


ment from him, right or wrong—and 
he’s married, too. Nothing can stop 
him if he thinks he is right, and he 
always-thinks right. He has 
the heart of a lion in a fight and 
the heart of a child as a pal. He is 
a well beloved Napoleon. I might 
add he is not engaged at present, 
but will be soon, for in these days 
of expensive liver, somebody must 
bring home the bacon.” 

Bugs Baer started: “Looking at 
the adequate chair provided for the 
honored quest, I realize it is for the 
four Koenigsberg brothers, He is a 
ore dimensions than 
for ins the non 
that Lindbergh made around 
him last year. There is not a ciga- 
rette in the carload of him. 

“Collier’s resume of his life 
correct, ex that Kay didn’t go 
lto the Univer sity of Texas, but he 
went to school there. My old man 
}remembers him well. They had to 
| burn the school down to get him out 


he’s 


great man inn 


‘ 
one; tance, stop 


flight 


was 


pt 


| 


of the second grade. He was a dip- | 
lomat even in childhood. Pap said | 
lhe brought a bag of eight nice apples 
to the teacher one day, and the 
teacher said she would write his 
mother her thanks. Kay suggested 
j the teacher had better thank his 
'ma for a dozen apples, 

“He is a good loser at bridge, 


paying with a smile and only hoping 
you wil] spend the money for medi- 


eine. AS Cohan says, he will roar 
like a lion and cry like a baby, 


lespecially around contract time.” 
Koenighberg delighted the gather- 
ing with a suave, satirical come- 
back at Collier and Baer,, choosing 
his “words with the ease that 
won him admirers, 
He explained the 
the Friars was well 


has 


motto of 


exemplified in 


latin 


were ladies. Total‘loss on the 
evening, $60,000. 

A professional gambler was 
secured to furnish a roulette 
wheel, with the gambler re- 
taining 65 percent of all win- 
nings. The remainder went to 
the club or a charity, if so in- 
tended. 

A double deck roulette lay- 
out was furnished and the 
operator took away $40,000 for 
his share. The club guaran- 
teed all checks. 


Ghost Voicing Over Radio 
For Gene O’Brien’s Party 


Gene O’Brien’s “coming out” of 
the Polyclinic hospital, after an en- 
forced recuperation, was the excuse 
for a shindig at Billy La Hiff’s Tav- 
ern Friday, starting midnight and 
lasting until unconscious. Paul 


Whiteman and Jimmie Gillespie 
were the chumps for the check, with 
Gene the jest of honor although it 
soon got to be anybody’s party. 

O’Brien is otherwise news editor 
of the New York “Times” Wide 
World photographie news service. 

L. Wolfe Gilbert pulled a ghost- 
voice broadcast from WMICA studios 
announcing the guests at the zet- 
together and doing his song plug- 
ging stunt with Abel Baer on behalf 
of Feist’s, as if it were part of the 
Whiteman-Gillespie-O’Brien party. 
although The Wolfe and The Baer 
as they are radio-famed, were doing 
their stuff in the confines of the 
WMCA studio. 

Later on Wolfe came over to the 
Tavern to project some of his clever 
parodies for the occasion. 

Gillespie and “Shappy” Shapiro, 
his aide-de-camp, contrived some 
unique decorations and punny cap- 
tions. 


Shill for Crap Game 


Detroit, April 24. 

One of the large and constant 
crap games carrying on downtown, 
employes a sidewalk shill to drum 
up trade. The promoters of the 
game are obviously not in the least 
particular about who is informed 
of the game and the address. 

The steerer works one of the 
most conspicuous corners downtown 
and knows his stuff. As brazen as 
he is about it, he hasn’t been 
knocked off yet. 


the speeches of Willie and Bugs— 
“Never give a sucker a break.” He 
directed his remarks particularly at 
Collier’s alleged ability away from 
the speaker’s table—at times when 
the eye affirms and the nose denies 
the presence of good liquor. This 
he sought to prove by a notice when 
he moved to the suburbs, the item 
reading that Collier was living in 
Rye, and a later correction that 
the item should have read: “Living 
on Rye.” The honored guest lauded 
the Friars as the best known metro- 
politan club outside of New York 
because of the variety of its mem- 
bership—actors, artists and jour- 
nalists. 
Cohan’s Story 

Abbot Cohan told Baer’s own 
story of his early life in Philadel- 
phia, where the neighbors used to 
push him out of the way and say 


he would never amount to any- 
thing. “Bugs decided he wouldn't } 
live in Philly any more, so he cam«¢ 
to New York and got a newspape! 
job. He was determined to return 
to his home town for a visit and 
‘show’ em.’ He saved $100, got a 
new suit, patent leather’ shoes, 
brown derby and cigar. Taking 4 j;'° 
train, he landed in Philly and | 
showed his duds. Sut it did no 
good. Somebody saw him standing |‘ 
on a corner and piped: ‘Look, stil 
a bum,.’” 

Lauder was on 21 minutes, get- | 
ting lauszhs and singing a couple of 


ditties. He speculated about the in- 
vitation, figuring the Friars invited 
him because it would cost them 
nothing, but “that’s the way we are 
in Scotland, too.” 

Mr. Butler was assigned by Cohan 
to reply to Collier’s speech, but in- 
stead talked of things of a political 
nature, The speeches were over at 
10:20, with a long show following 
the entire proceedings radiced 


| WMCA. 


RE 


of the Checker Taxi 


ealls, 
because of attendant 


up to his monicker, 


here recently. 
the winner. 
firm. 
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tion that he couldn’ 
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pay. 


switched over from 


about picking your spots 


held by Marjorie Clark of the Frolics cafe. 
Frolics two years—104 weeks—without missing a performance. 


VARIETY 


Company here. 


newspaper publicity, 


Sport Hermann’s Untaken Bet 


_D. A, busmess bureau an $60,000 Won in Club |_ Looping the Loop 
° | 
Co S ter ‘a or One of the ultra social clubs a 

as 

ana “Make ali speed consistent with driving conditions, but if the child 

ae 5 {s born en route you get 100 bucks,” is the advice given to drivers 


One cab driver says he has made 
$300 on this basis in taking maternity cases to the hospital on rush 
The firm pays $100 to drivers who perform this unusual service, 


“Sport” Hermann, owner of the Cort theatre, continues to live 


“Sport” offered to bet anyone $10,000 that Lou 


verything with Small. 
t stand for anyone who 


Galloping Chorine’s Record 


12 m. to 2 a.m. 


“Sport” is again perfect. 


Emmerson would defeat Governor Len Small at the primary elections 
Had Hermann’s bet found any takers he'd have emerged 
“Sport” posted a certified check with a prominent broker 


the Thompson party to Deneen, when 
“Sport” made his deciarae 
would stand for 
although “Sport” was considered the closest friend Mayor Bill Thomp- 
On top of that “Sport” turned his Cort theatre over 
to the opposition for a political meeting and made some scathing remarks 
about anyone or anything who might try to interfere with him or the 


Small, 


world’s endurance record among galloping chorines fs probably 
Marjorie has worked at the 
She is 


Last week being the sceond anniversary of her loyalty, Ralph Gallett 
and Jakie Adler, owners, and Roy Mack, producer, each chipped in a 
week's salary for the girl, and are giving her a three-weck vacation with 
Also they are paying for another girl to replace her. 


and suggesting that 


afternoon show. 


him a job with the s 
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Sternberg's 

(John and Christo) 

reclaiming the lad he 


Sternberg 


fmonths in 

| 

| 

Companies having 
itinue to seck locatior 

| she hining machine, 
lmirror shy, a glass 
lean get a load of 
attendant. 


‘| business building are still in the Paramount, 
| floor, but your stomach has yet to pass the Chemical bank. 


recurrence happens about every three years, 
and to kill time as well as get a line on some doctors, John called four 
in to find out what was the matter with his toe. 
or after about the frost of 1902. 

One doe after an examination pronounced the bad toe suffering from 
gout; another said rheumatism, while the third asked John if he drank 
and being assured he did, blamed the bum digit upon bad booze. 
fourth physician dismissed the matter by mentioning poor circulation 


accomplish 
This is done by arranging seven glasses in each hand, jamming two 
glasses in between the two fistfulls and placing four additional glasses 


hope 4 


On the Square 


(Continued from page 46) 


John walk a bit more. 


how and John joined. 


Sardi’s Easing Off 


Beer Juggling Waiters 


>in town, 


the feat with ease, 


While in his hotel room 


He told neither before 


The 


Rogers is willing to make affidavit that he is 88, and says his first 
professional appearance was in the Robinson circus in Cincinnati in 1863, 
At that time, states John, he wanted to see the circus, with one of the 
circus men telling him if he would water the eleprants, he could see the 
John says that when he finished watering the elephants, 
the matinee was over. ” 

Sticking afound to get his revenge by going in for the night show, 
the circus man who turned out to be “Governor” John Robinson, creator 
of the well known circus name, struck by John’s persistency, offered 


John’s only other voiced claim to distinction, although he holds many 
as one of, if not earliest theatrical managers of this country, is that 
he’s the only manager who has ever taken his own troupe eight times 
around the world, and that he has made 100 trips to Europe. 


Trade at Sardi’s is easing off, the weather probably having much to 
do with it, although they’re gagging that the Shuberts’ known affiliation 
with the enterprise as landlords has more, 

The 44th street restaurant did turnaway trade in the height of the 
season, the matinee patronage, chiefly femmes, being attracted by the 
Gard caricatures along the walls and the celebs on the premises, 
the regulars easing away and the shows doing less business, the crowds 


With 


Waiters carrying 20 large schooners of beer at one time to various 
tables is one of the attractions of a beer emporium right off the main 
The spot is getting about the biggest play of all the whisper lows 
Practically every one of the dozen waiters 


Frequenters of the place win money consistently 
If he does he pays 


betting that their favorite waiter will not fail them. 
If he comes through he gets a share of the winner’s end, 


John Sternberg Awaiting Cable 

If a cable of confirmation comes through by Friday from the Swiss 
specialists who have been treating John Sternberg’s son in Geneva, the 
restaurateur is prepared to sail on the Ile de France for Europe April 28 
The lad has been suffering from a 
spinal malady and expert Continental spec ialists have been having him 


ek to America. 


to go riday 
hasn’t seen for years. 


over 


Mechanical Shine but Natural Look 


heir has been reported of late ready for discharge and John 
night for the purpose of 
has had standing passage booked on all liners the past few 
nticipation of the good news. 


mechanical devices to introduce to the publle con- 


is in the Square. 


Realizing that most 


Speed Elevators 


The latest entry is an electrical 
men folks are not a bit 
has been placed opposite each chair so that the patron 
himself while his dogs are being worked on by an 


Take it or leave it, but the best run elevators in any Times Square 


You may be on the 10th 


3oys have formed a habit of walking around the block after lunch 


| before going up 


from DLroadway flocking there in droves Steins of the vil 
quarter each with knockwurst and sauerkraut as the main 
great play from the patrons. 

| Beer drinkers seem to be on the increase along Proadway 
! approach of summer 


against this delivery system. 


Beer Drinking Time 


With the spirit of spring and bock beer in the air Saturday 
a spot on the upper east side did a land office business, the 


afternoon 


wise 


tage 
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VARIETY 


WOMEN’S 


Wednesday, April 25, 1928 


Among the Women 


By the Skirt 


Rose King Gets Big Boost 


Che clothes of “Take the Air” at 


. show has been running several months. 


honey, looks beautiful at all times. 
Bodice was of diamonds and a red mantilla 


Her tights were of the fish net variety. 


fles edged with silver. 
ted upon a huge comb. 


the Waldorf look very well, despite 
Trini, featured with Will 
A red net dress comprised 11 


\s an aviator Trini was in silver pants and jacket trimmed with blue 


vet. 


i finished with a huge white comb. 


A white costume had a black bolero trimmed with red flowers 


A most elaborate pink and 


stal kimono covered a green chiffon frock. 


vorethy Dilley looks nice in a cowboy outfit of white leather skirt 
silk blouse. A rose jumper frock followed. Ballet costume was of 


‘+ made with two tiny ruffles. 


Miss Dilley’s kimono in the last act 


rade entirely of white scallops, edged with crystal beads. ; 
»se King carried the comedy along with Mr. Mahoney and they 


t come any funnier than this miss. 


atric style with the exception 


Miss King’s clothes were of the 
of the second act when the entire 


ipany were in silver aviation suits. ; 
tight show girls were stunning in silver trench coats with blu 


ther collars. 


| the envy of every woman in the audience. 
costumes made up of white and green tassels. 


A kimono parade as shown by these girls was gorgeous 


The smaller girls were 
A blue and mauve 


let was the last word in loveliness, 
\nother set of dresses worn by these smaller girls consisted of yellow 


's and ruffled skirts in three shades, blue, green and yellow. 


White 


‘led Spanish costumes as worn by the show girls made an entrancing 


ture. 


Gray Matter 


By Mollie Gray 


(TOMMY GRAY’S SISTER) 


At the Palace 
n Murray is “Spokesman” 
ec.) at the Palace, but prac- 
‘ly everything he spoke of had 
ady outspoken its usefulness, 
the audience howled. What 
ce memory? He exchanged con- 
ences with Frank Fay during his 
ndering about. Frank is sen- 
ced to the job next week, accord- 
to the program. 
\t last a way has been found to 
ke opening acts popular “In the 
m” by the six girls who later 
year with Harry Carroll. Each is 
veauty any artist would want to 
‘nt and able to dance too. Peo- 
who miss the first act this week 
. cheating themselves. Costumes 
re white satin with touches of 
ored ribbon, 
inn Greenway's white tulle and 
in gown was lovely, the arrange- 
nt of the stiff tulle around the 
‘olletage being especially effec- 
e, Her yellow crepe frock with 
seattered leaves of taffeta the 
me colors as the girdle whose 
ds fell to the floor at one side 
is also good looking. A white 
lvet coat with collar, cuffs and 
m .of white fox was the most 
.borate costume she appeared in. 
frances White stepped from un- 
r a soft crepe dress of dark blue 
iile the lights were out, to show 
tricky costume of gold brocade, 
it she was almost lost under the 
ountain of satin and lace that was 
dream in 1863 and a vision in 
28. Her black gown beaded in jet 
d panels that hung to the heels in 
ck and only the invisible net pre- 
nted it being almost without a 
dice by holding the small portion 
material that served that pur- 
se. Her orange color fan and the 
lvet under her slipper buckles 
itched. 
The Carroll beauties wore rose 
ffeta with beige lace and large 
its. 


Villains for Shootin’ 


Jacqueline Logan and “The 
eopard Lady” make an interesting 
ir, Picture theatres will have to 
ut sawdust on the floors soon with 
il the circus stories arriving, but 
t that dripping jaws are more apt 
») give a thrill than a sneer under 
moustache. And animal villains 
in always be shot. 

Miss Logan arrayed herself in a 
veation of black silk velvet, with 
virling turban of the same, that 
as decidedly picturesque, but de- 
»s description. She also wore vel- 
+t for her whip snapping and 
»thing less than pearls covering 
sar and cuffs and mixed in the 
ids of another turban. She was 
ist as attractive in an embroidered 
easant blouse and black skirt. 


Early Birds at B’way 
The early birds were rewarded 
or their good example at the 
3roadway by a real bill Monday. 
Mae, black spangled cyclist, and 
Leon actually did something new 


though it was early in the morning 
never missed a trick. Waltzing has 
now taken to wheels. 
Just mentioning the name of the 
second act gives them a good 
notice—Talent and Merit and they 
have a fair share of both. Miss 
Merit wore a simple frock of green 
silk with narrow hem of colors 
matching the appliqued flowers on 
the blouse, 
Rooney and Clinton came in for 
some of the Irish sentiment that 
overflowed from the newsreel and 
their lack of new numbers or cos- 
tumes wasn't noticed by the audi- 
ence. The green coats of the men 
helped carry out that idea too. 
The younger member of Harmon 
and Sands chose an_ unusually 
dainty bead trimming of roses for 
her white chiffon frock an& the blue 
velvet shoulder bow with its long 
ends added to it of course. The 
other gown was black encrusted 
with crystal. 

The James Lee Revue consisted 
of only two girls beside James 
himself, but attractive and clever 


they were. One made her first ap- 
pearance lit up, electrically of 
course, then in a crepe frock of 


pink with some ostrich the same 
color and both wore costumes of 
purple silk and velvet for the fin- 
ish. Two other fringe costumes 
were the usual black bottom favor- 
ites, 

In the interests of economy and 
accuracy the billing of Aesop’s Fa- 
bles as “Little Pills’ could easily 
be confined to the first two words. 


“The Mona Lisa” in Technicolor 
ig very well done, the beautiful bro- 
cades of that period showing up es- 
pecially well. Hedda Hopper made 
such a good job of the famous 
smile. that launched a _ thousand 
questions, she proved the modern 
woman is or can be just as much 
an enigma as Mona Lisa, when it 
suits her purpose. 


In the German Way 
On the theory that man’s whole 
life flashes past just before the final 
“cut” is called, “The Last Moment” 
fills an hour with staccato scenes 


without beginning or end, in the 
best German style. One way to 
make that last moment shorter 


might be to cut down on the women 
—this poor chap had four to bother 
him. 

He was remarkably clever though, 
played “Hamlet” and “Cyrano de 
Bergerac" to wild applause and 
even sang “Pagliacci” just as well. 
Such clever fellow should have 
known he couldn't walk into a lake 
without ruining his make up. 

A camerman’s holiday ‘The Last 
Moment.” 


New York's Good Two 

The much abused New York the- 
atre gave greater picture value 
Tuesday with “Wild West Show” 
and “So This Is Love” than the 
Roxy with “Love Hungry.” “So 
This Is Love” is a good comedy and 
if comedies sold on a laugh per- 
centage and audience reaction this 
would be an expensive film. Will- 


on those bucking bikes and even 


iam Collier, Jr, is always worth 


Opposition to Wives 


Dancing teachers, masseurs, 
gymnasium teachers and all 
other reducing rackets are 
cleaning up in Hollywood. 

Large part of the clientele 
is made up of wives of film 
executives, actors and writ- 
ers. Realizing the stiff com- 


petition they’re up against, 
they want to keep their girlish 
figures. 

— 


seeing and Shirley Mason looked 
stunning in a borrowed gown of 
beads and spangles with a halo of 
the same for her hair and orchids 
for her shoulder. A neat three- 
piece suit with short coat had the 
triangle silk scarf showing up nicely. 
Johnny Walker must have made 
haberdashery history with the white 
edge in his black bow tie for even- 
ing wear. Hoot Gibson never took 
his westerns seriously, one reason 
he’s popular. “Wild West Show” 
leaves no eye uncrossed to get 
laughs. 


Roxy’s Commencement 

The Roxy held its commencement 
exercises this week starting with 
“Pomp and Circumstance” by the 
orchestra and sung by the ensemble 
in gowns and mortar-boards while 
grouped in the wisteria hung bal- 
conies, After the students had taken 
a lesson in “Matching Wits,”’ via the 
screen, they were found again by 
the spotlight and sang some more. 
After an exquisite ballet, “Rustle of 
Spring,” the school idea was fur- 
ther carried out, it seemed, by the 
picture, “Love Hungry” that could 
have been written, acted and even 
projected by amateurs. Twice the 
film broke and several times was 
so blurred neither titles nor figures 
could be distinguished. 

The ballet was quite an electrical 
show between its beautiful light ef- 
fects and the storm followed by a 
rainbow which dissolved into girls 
in flounces of rainbow colors and 
effective feather headdresses. But- 
terflies came out too after the storm 
while all the old fashioned couples 
continued singing. Another ballet 
number dressed in rather long tulle 
costumes, all edged with marabou, 
was almost completely spoiled by 
ugly hats, although the colors were 
lovely. 


A Wasted Week 

Would have been a good week 
for the Roxy to exercise that “Pro- 
gram subject to change without 
notice” clause and not waste a week 
with “Love Hungry.” Lois Moran 
and Marjorie Beebe were two of the 
reasons their show closed on the 
road and repeated that success here. 
A black shawl over a black satin 
and net gown was good looking, a 
lace and organdy frock, too. 


Rushing the Season 

Capitol’s “Spring Festival” was 
entirely too much like our present 
one to be altogether popular. Rather 
cold and formal and lacked the ex- 
pected joy of the season. On 
benches and steps among rose cov- 
ered trellises different couples each 
contributed a song about a flower, 
after which a few veil draped maid- 
ens danced a bit. Later, in simple 
pink frocks and hats, a bit more. 
Rosemary’s was a real contribution 
to the festival, both vocally and in 
appearance, her frock of deep yel- 
low crepe with its skirt trimming of 
tiny orange flowers being most 
attractive. Renoff and Renova were 
statues come to life and decidedly 
graceful about it. The Four Cheer 
Leaders had good reason for their 
proficiency. 


Mostly Closeups 

Greta Garbo does have a terrible 
time of it in “Love,” but not entirely 
because John Gilbert is on the re- 
ceiving end. John certainly has his 
own troubles trying to shoot burn- 
ing looks over a high military collar. 
Miss Garbo is splendid even though 
full length views of her are rare, 
since she never gets that far from 
the camera. 


A Boost for Patsy 

“We Americans” has its most 
practical lesson on the screen be- 
fore the story opens, the names 
credited with its production being 
interesting ones. The picture is 
very good. Patsy Ruth Miller, with 
her hair parted in the middle and 
drawn straight back into a large 
knot, was a pleasure to watch. 
Frocks and suits were in good taste 
always. Her mother (Beryl Mercer) 
did some fine work, too. The hero 
was clumsy. Even the uniform 
didn’t help him, and the man that 
a uniform doesn’t improve is hope- 
less. 
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Widespread publicity has recent- 
ly been given Jeanne Eagels, dis- 
ciplined by Equity. Jeanne, whose 
name on old = programs was 
“Jennie,” has declared Equity can- 
not prevent her from earning a liv- 
ing, and yet it would seem that she 
herself had prevented a whole com- 
pany from so doing! However, she 
most astutely invited various of 
these players to accept her hos- 
pitality as guests at her country 
house near Ossining, where in the 
past many lively parties have been 
staged. In town she maintains a 
luxurious apartment at the Hotel 
Elysee. 

Miss Eagels’ career has been pic- 
turesque. Born in Kansas City, she 
played Puck in “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” at seven. In 1911 
she was on Broadway with Richard 
Carle in “Jumping Jupiter’; in 1912 
with Billie Burke in “The Mind-the- 
Paint Girl,” and in 1914 toured with 
Julian Eltinge in “The Crinoline 
Girl.” 

In 1925 she married Edward Har- 
ris Coy, who, as “Ted” Coy, was a 
famous football star at Yale. After 
having long been acquainted with 
Miss Eagels, Coy was divorced by 


‘his first wife, Sophie Meldrim, 
mother of his children, Ted and 
Peter. Later, as Mrs. Meldrim-Coy, 


this ‘beauty from Savannah was re- 
ported engaged to Frank Munsey, 
and when the millionaire publisher 
died he left her a legacy. Now 
Jeanne is reported as about to sue 
for a divorce from Coy. 
Norman Trevor's Career 

Not only is the movie colony in 
Hollywood upset over Norman 
Trevor, who has been acting in 
movies, becoming irresponsible, but 
theatrical people in New York are 
much interested. 

Born in Calcutta, Trevor was for 
a time in the jute trade in Bengal. 
In 1907 he made his stage debut in 
England as a super in “The Strong- 
er Sex.” Continuing as an actor, 
he became manager of the Savoy 
theatre, London, in 1913. That ven- 
ture failing, he came to New York 
in 1914 and was in “The Elder Son.” 
Remaining here ever since, Trevor 
became a high-salaried man in the 
legit theatre,’ and also received a 


‘large salary in pictures. 


From 1893 until 1900 he was 
champion all-round athlete of In- 
dia, in the latter year being a 
member of the English Olympic 
team in Paris. 


Eugene O’Brien in Vaude 
The return to vaudeville of Eu- 
gene O’Brien revealed this actor as 
remarkably well preserved in ap- 
pearance, and with a diction amus- 
ingly suggestive of that of Ethel 
Barrymore, with whom he appeared 
as leading man in various produc- 
tions a generation ago. For 15 
years past, while acving in pictures, 
O’Brien has been a close friend of 
a rich and fashionable dowager, 
Mrs. William Jay of New York and 
Newport, mother of Mrs. Arthur 
Iselin and grandmother of Mrs. Guy 
S. Paschal. He has accompanied 
her to many social functions. 


Jay O’Brien’s Return 

During recent weeks temporary 
visitors in New York from Paris 
have included Mr. and Mrs. Jay 
O’Brien, stopping at the new Savoy- 
Plaza Hotel. Jay was first divorced 
by Irene Fenwick, who had previ- 
ously divorced Felix Isman, and 
later married Lionel Barrymore. 
Jay was then divorved by Mae Mur- 
ray, who had previously divorced 
William Schwencker, and later di- 
vorced Robert Z. Leonard and mar- 
ried Prince David Mdivani. 

The present Mrs. Jay O’Brien was 
originally Laura (“Dolly”) Leach, 
and first divorced Lewis G. Hem- 
inway, silk manufacturer and stock 


broker, later divorcing Julius 
Fleischmann of Cincinnati and 
New York. 


Fleischmann had been heavily in- 
terested in the Cincinnati baseball 
team and also owned a famous rac- 
ing stable. He was first divorced 
by Lily Ackerman, mother of his 
three children. In addition to a 
settlement of $2,000,000, she was 
awarded $25,000 a year. 

The day after the first divorce 
Fleischmann married Mrs. Hem- 
inway, and it was said her final 
settlement was $5,000,000. She se- 
cured her divorce in July, 1924, and 
the following October married 
O’Brien. Fleischmann died in Feb- 
ruary, 1926, leaving a fortune of 
$50,000,000. 


Neliie Revell headed her “Re- 
marks at Random” column in Va- 
riety of April 11 with the follow- 


ing: “Did you hear that—FEstelle 
Winwood's marriage to Francis B. 
Bradley last week automatically 
erases his name from. the Social 
Register? Actresses are not eligible 


for that holy of holies. Only two 
ever made it: Mrs. August Bel- 
mont and Claire Eames.” There 


was a slight slip of the typewriter 
on the part of Miss Revell, for vari- 
ous other actresses have attained 
inclusion in the volume in ques- 
tion, such as the late Mrs. George 
J. Gould (who was Edith Kingdon, 
of Daly's theatre), Mrs. Paul D. 
Cravath (Agnes Huntington, who 
starred in musical comedies), Mrs. 
E. Juch Wellman (who as Emma 
Juch also starred in operettas), Mrs. 
William Astor Chanler (who was 
Minnie Ashley, of “San-Toy’’) and 
Mrs. Joseph Warren Burden (who 
was Margery Maude, leading lady, 
and daughter of Cyril Maude). 


2 Graduations 
With the return to Broadway of 
Mae West in “Diamond Lil,” an- 
other sensafional drama of her own 
authorship, it is diverting to re- 
call the early vaudeville appear- 
ances of Miss West, when she had 
as her piano accompanist, Harry 
Richman. Of recent years not only 
has Richman gained fame and fore 
tune in musical comedies, revues 
and night clubs, but he has formed 
the acquaintance of various rich 

and fashionable women, 


No Reconciliation 

Although periodically, and again 
quite recently, the report is pube 
lished in the newspapers that Clare 
ence H. Mackay, the multi-million- 
aire president of the Postal Tele- 
graph Co., has become reconciled 
with his daughter, Ellin, who mar- 
ried Irving Berlin, these rumors are 
entirely without foundation. 

Mr. Mackay, son and heir of a 
rough and ready Irish-American 
forty-niner, is still unrelenting. His 
father, a member of the crowd that 
went to California, with picks and 
shovels and flannel shirts, never 
dreamed of social prestige, but 
struck it rich and reared his chil- 
dren in luxury. 

Clarence’s career in New York 
York was considerably aided, in a 
social sense, by his marriage with 
Katherine Duer (descended from 
Lady Kitty Duer of Colonial times, 
who married the Earl of. Stirling). 
This lady, mother of his three chile 
dren, later divorced him and mare 
ried Dr. Joseph A. Blake, the fae 
mous surgeon, by whom she had 
additional children. 

Dr. Blake had been divorced by 
a previous wife, Catherine Ketche 
um, mother of two Blake sons, 
Mackay’s daughter, Katherine, mare 
ried Kenneth O’Brien, a match ape 
proved by all. The son, John, has 
been carefully reared by father and 
grandmother, the venerable widow 
of the forty-niner. 

The chief difference between Mace 
kay and Berlin is that whereas Mace 
kay inherited millions from a self- 
made father, Berlin acquired at 
least a few millions through his 
own genius and wisdom. Incident- 
ally, the musical composer is ene 
tirely lacking in snobbishness and 
self-importance. His wife, reared 
in an atmosphere of social prestige, 
has continued on affectionate terms 
with her mother and has also 
gained the regard of many people in 
the show business, friends of her 
brilliant husband. 


During many years Aimee Crocker- 
Gouraud had as private secretary 
and business representative the late 
Emerson Foote, whose father, Emer- 
son Foote, had been. prominently 
identified with the Union League 
Club on 5th avenue. Emerson had 
a sister, Alice Foote, who married 
Allan McDougall. Becoming a 
widow, Mrs. McDougall found her- 
self in reduced cir¢umstances with 
three small children, two sons and 
a daughter, to bring up. 

Deciding that Americans are cof- 
fee drinkers, this clever woman 
branched out as a coffee merchant, 
She secured desk room in an office, 
later taking over a whole room, still 
later a whole floor. Then she open- 
ed her first tea room, or rather, 
coffee house. Meeting with great 
success, she opened another, and 
another. 

A year ago she signed a $1,000,- 
000 lease for the branch now es- 
tablished in West 57th street. It is 
20 years since the hard-pressed 
widow started business, and now- 
adays, entirely through her own 
efforts, she is a woman of great 


wealth and lives luxuriously on Park 
avenue. 
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Bingle Conte 


15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and “Clipper” ) 


Vol. XCI. No, 2 


Eddie -Foy was to play 30 weeks 
in vaudeville the following season, 
after which, he saji, he would retire 
from the stage. 


The Hammerstein interests were 
understood to have received $200,000 
in settlement of claims on an ex- 
clusive Times Square booking fran- 
chise from Keith’s and its vio- 
lation through ihe Palace bookings. 


Talking pictures were a conclu- 
sive flop everywhere. The Orpheum 
Circuit was ready to close most of 
its houses for the season, but in- 
stead held some open with talking 
pictures in order to use up a con- 
tract for 313 weeks with the sight 
and sound feature and so dispose of 
it before the opening of the new 
season, Percy Hammond in the 
Chicago “Tribune” gave the talkers 
a rough panning. 


Film version of “Quo Vadis” was 
a hit at the Astor, New York, and 
Cohan & Harris decided to book it 
on the road, probably the industry’s 
first “road show.” 


Henry Bitzer was Biograph’s prin- 
cipal cameraman on the Coast. 
“Fatty” Arbuckle had just left Nes- 
tor to join Keystone. 


Douglas Fairbanks appeared in a 
new play in Atlantic City under the 
management of Cohan & Harris. 
Ina Claire opened in a new edition 
of “The Honeymoon- Express” at 
the Winter Garden, New York. 


All “cabarets,” the equivalent of 
the modern night club, were forced 
to close at 1 o’clock, and did so. 
Revocation of liquor license was the 
club the authorities used to force 
compliance. 


Lily Langtry was the newest re- 
cruit to the picture screen. Mont- 
gomery and Stone had to turn down 
a film offer of $105,000, due to their 
Dillingham contract. 


90 YEARS AGO 


(From “Clipper.') 

George Coup and John Fulton, 
menagerie men from New York, 
staged a sensational fight of wild 
beasts in San Antonio, Tex., appar- 
ently without hinderance from the 
authorities, A young bull was 
turned into a cage with a Honess 
and circumstanial details of 
battle are recorded. At the finish 
the lioness had been almost killed, 
while the bull did not bear a 
scratch. It was proposed later to 
— the same bull against a male 

on. 


P. T. Barnum gave a lecture on 
temperance before a large audience 
in Cooper Institute, the Big Show 
playing the city at that time. The 
circus was booked after New York 
for Philadelphia, Wilmington, Ches- 
ter, Trenton, Newark, Paterson, 
Jersey City and then through New 
England, a route that was honored 
in observance for nearly half a 
century. 


After the fashion of the times in 
reporting news, the “Clipper” 
touches briefly upon the principal 
crimes of violence each week. The 
high light of crime this weck is the 
shooting to death of Jake Killion by 
William Norton in Kansas. Killion 
20 years before had slain William 

ke, circus proprietor, and had 
ferved a term in prison, after which 
he became a professional “bad man” 
in the west. The fight that ended 
in his death started in a card game. 


The baseball season opened. There 
was no “stock company” elub in the 
Metropolis, although both New York 
and Brooklyn had between them 

alf a dozen co-operative pro or- 
fanizations. The Brooklyn clubs 
Played on the Prospect Park parade 


Fround, where 13 diamonds were 
laid out. 
Sitting Bull, Indi hief, vy re 
abe t t¢ £o On t} pe } 
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VARIETY 49 


The Merchant, Theatre and Daily 


An obscure item now and then about merchants and theatres in 
Variety carries much thought behind it if digested. Such another item 
but a week or so ago was of an up-New York-state town’s only picture 
theatre being held open by a subsidy from the merchants of the village. 
Not the first story of that nature Variety has printed. 


The theatre has grown vastly important to the merchant. That is no 
longer a theory. Tiat small town up-state may be graduated into any 
big city-effect is all the same. Ever ready is the merchants to tie up 
with the theatre, 


The theatre draws and in these days of everybody’s car, they draw 
from everywhere, The merchant profits. Theatres make trade. 


Not long since it was suggested to the promoters of a new and large 
theatre in a thriving drawing community of 1,000,000 inhabitants that 
the theatre propose to the merchants of the city that if they would pro- 
mote the theatre in their advertisements, the theatre would reciprocate 
by advertising the stores on their screens. There was an especial rea- 
son in conjunction, to hold the community people in their section and 
keep them from going to a larger city. It struck the theatre men as 
a worth while suggestion, working two ways. Whether the idea was 
applied, that new theatre is reported unexpectedly prosperous for so 
early in its career. 


Theatres liven up dead sections of the town. They make business. 
Perhaps the reason may be the auto and its added trade as it tours 
the countryside. It brings people and peuple spend money, Theatre 
draws money and a picture theatre with its two-hour entertainment 
permits its patrons much time in an afternoon to shop. Women may 
want to come to town for two reasons, to shop and see the picture show. 
They see the show, shopping before or after. 


It is notorious of a certain picture circuit in the west that its opera- 
tors for several years fattened their bank accounts at the sacrifice of 
the circuit, but they did fatten. Understanding the theatre as they did, 
a site would be selected in a neighborhood, perhaps on one corner. Then 
“the boys” bought up the property on either side of the theatre site, 
also the other three corners, then announced the theatre. It did not 
fail in any instance that inside of three years all of that property 
doubled or trebled in value. It’s not a new trick but was never so con- 
tinuously worked as by those westerners, to a degree that eventually 
cost them the direction of the circuit. 


The up-state idea was quite simple in thought and execution, A the- 
atre manager announced he intended to suspend operation for the sea- 
son. Whereupon the merchants met and agreed to take up any losses 
if the theatre would remain open. The figuring of the merchants was 
that the theatre drew the cars from the farms. Without the theatre 
there would be no incentive for the women to come to town and with- 
out the theatre or women, there would be no buying at the stores. 


Smart publicity men have long since discovered this angle. Many 
a tie-up between store and theatre has been accomplished through a 
sales argument from the theatre’s publicity man to the store’s manager. 
While on the record are any number of cases where a downtown site 
for a theatre, pronounced impossible, has built up that deadened sec- 
tion, even in a business district. With the theatre comes light crowds, 
ginger and other stores with their lights and more ginger, for the the- 
atre is the after-dark magnet. 


More cooperation is possible between theatres and merchants, any- 
where. No town or city is exempt. Both want to draw crowds and a 
communion of operation toward that end is apt to benefit both, for each 
has its hours and there is no conflict. 


And since the theatre is on a daily crowd basis of business, meaning 
volume, that the picture house must do, daily newspapers should 
recognize this to the same extent it does the department stores—to give 
the theatre the run of the paper at the commercial rate. it should re- 
sult in more business for the paper, as it seems but a matter of a short 
time that large local commercial advertisers will hook up with the the- 
atres for reciprocity in advertising for mutual benefit. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


One of the feminine reviewers venting her opinion on a Los Angeles 
preview through the medium of a Hollywood handbill, printed as a 
trade journal, got into the good graces of one of the large independent 
studios, which at that time, was about to make a big super special of a 
classic. Believing the woman possessed a knowledge of pictures, they 
placed her on salary to review the working script of the big picture. 
She passed her approval in its entirety. 

The picture was later produced without changes, but when previewed, 
the same young woman made malicious protests of everything wrong 
with the picture in her review. It had happened while making the 
picture that she was cut off from the studio payroll after studio ex- 
ecutives discovered she didn’t know so much, 


Studio City, new film center of North Hollywood, is attracting real 
estate buyers. Last month’s sales on property in that vicinity totaled 
around $500,000. On the strength of the completion of the Mack Sennett 
studios and with the starting of construction of the first Christie film 
unit, several apartment houses are being built and one business block 
is ready for leasing. Improvements at Studio City, already installed or 
in the process of construction, estimate an expenditure of $1,000,000, 


Four pages of type are taken to explain the title: “Joe Kennedy Has 
Never Liked Any Job He’s Tackled” in the May issue of the ‘American 
Magazine.” The story is a biography of Joseph P. Kennedy, FBO chief- 
tain. It is written by John Kennedy, no relative of Sir Joseph. 


A major comedy picture which recently opened on Broadway caught 
general good notices from the dailies with exception of one femme re- 
viewer. The day the notices appeared note also popped up on the desk 
of the head of the press department of the releasing organization. 

The message stated that possibly the adverse review was duo to the 
fact that the reviewer had lost her seats to the opening, had sent the 
house staff into gymnastics trying to locate the numbers of the lost 
duckets with officials doing everything to appease the trate critic unto 
almost delaying the performance despite loss of the tickets being the 
reviewer's own fault. 

Appended to the meéssuge to the press head, was: “For 
information the picture broke the week-end house record.” 
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About six months azo United Artists sent out a questionnaire to €x- 
hibitors to get the reaction on a reissue of “Way Down East.” Most of 
tive, the proposed comeback has remained dormant. 
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Remarks at Random 


By Nellie Revell 


Mollie Fuller has at last reluctantly conceded that her acting days 
are over. For several months, she has been unable to work. Her friends 
and her physician have persuaded her to retire. She expects to shortly 
leave for California, there to join Mabel Fenton Ross, who has a little 
bungalow in Hollywood. Mollie and Mabei are widows, They were 
close friends in the height of their popularity, even as their husbands, 
Fred Hallen and Charlie Ross, were friends, Mollie and Mabel look 
forward to spending the evening of their lives together with their 
memories. And they have a wealth of them, 

Meantime, Mollie is taking in all of the plays and is saying good-bye 
to the theatre of which she has been a part for 40 years, Although 
she is totally blind, Mollie enjoys going to shows; the producers of even 
the biggest hits have always been gracious and but once has her request 
for courtesy been denied. ° 


I am loathe to believe that any manager would intentionally be unkind 
to any one who is blind, especially some one who had spent her life in 
the theatre as Miss Fuller has; and I am sure that that certain manager 
did not recognize her name or realize her condition, otherwise her letter, 
asking for seats to his show which was not selling out and which has 
since closed, would not have been returned written across “Yes,” at box 
office prices.” 


If you meet Billy Lahiff with that pretty girl he is beauing around 
you needn't think you have anything on him. She is his niece, 
Nancy Carroll (born Lahiff), from Hollywood, to attend the opening of 
“Abie'’s Irish Rose” in which she plays “Rosemary.” 

Speaking of Abie. Yesterday during the rain I climbed into a taxi 
in front of the 44th St. theatre. When half way to my destination the 
chauffeur turned to me and inquired: 

“Did you see that picture?” meaning “Abie’s Irish Rose.” 

“Yes, why?” 

“Well, I'm in it,” he answered. “That’s me driving the taxi bringing 
the priest and the Irishman from the Pennsylvania depot.” 

There are 33,000 taxies in New York. 


Edith Warren, who cut the “Abie’s Irish Rose” film, is a graduate of 
Principia College in St. Louis, It is one of the few Christian Science 
schools, (Bernie, that’s all.) 


I must be getting old. Everytime I go to a theatre I begin to reminisce 
on how long since this one played that or of whom that one reminds me, 
At the Palace Monday Ken Murray’s entrance recalled Frank Tinney 
and other bits of his act make one think of Roy Barnes, while Murray 
looks like Walter Winchell only not so much so. But his strut around 
the stage while he is surrounded by girls would do credit to Chanticleer, 
Those Sunkist California Collegians, also at the Palace, will inspire a 
lot of mothering from the maternally inclined, 

And what a lot of changes in the theatrical map as well as some of 
our own maps since Billy Rock first brought little Frances White to 
New York. She was at that time pronounced a blend of Fritzi Scheff 
and Valeska Suratt. She has more poise, more dignity now, and she 
has discarded her hoydenish manner which was her chief charm, when 
she popularized ‘“Mis-sis-sip-pi.” 


Lunching with Lord Dunsany is what the Woman Pays’ Club was 
doing yesterday, or rather he was the guest. Burr Price was also there 
with a speech on “Women and War.” 


James Abbe, who came here from Virginia a few years ago, and whd 
achieved much popularity as a theatrical photographer, is back in Amer- 
ica. Jimmie has been living abroad making pictures of those “chic” 
foreign ladies which look like what they ain't. He recently returned 
from Russia. 


Russell (nee Buck Crouse) is not the only reporter to be overtaken 
with the acting fever. Pledge Brown, who, last year, sprung into 
journalistic prominence while covering the Hall-Mills murder trial for 
the “Mirror,” has been given the role of the reporter in the film version 
of “The Bellamy Trial.” 


The sage who first said “Clothes Make the Man” did not know his 
3oston. No longer do we say “Out west where men are men” but, 
rather, do we say “Up in Boston where men better be men.” A female 
impersonator was arrested there last week because a rooming house 
landlady thought he was a girl in men’s clothes. 


Phil Benedict, maker of half-tone “cuts,” is touring abroad. Phil says 
the theatrical business in New York was so poor this season that he 
just couldn’t afford to stay home. He tells of a man who fell with a 
flask in his pocket. Feeling the wet he said: “I hope it’s blood.” 


Vincent and Baldwin have temporarily dissolved but still happily 
married to each other. Nat Vincent is stationed in San Francisco where 
he is writing lyrics for a local producer and Miss Baldwin is here re- 
hearsing with a new partner for a sister act. 


Walter Kingsley’s office associates in the Keith organization are 
tendering him a dinner prior to his assumption of his new duties as 
assistant glorifier to Mr. Ziegfeld. It will probably be the last time 
he will have a chance to eat a meal uninterruptedly. Those who know 
Walter’s new boss will get a laugh out of the menus being printed on 
telegraph blanks. 


Jesse Lasky likes to tell about how Ben Schulberg’s price lists wars, 
They were discussing “The Rough Riders” which has to do with the 
Spanish war. Mr. Lasky reminded Mr, Schulberg that it wasn’t a $2 
picture. “No,” replied Schulberg, “neither was that a $2 war.” 

A story retailed in the Nightie Nite Clubs. Marie Prevost, the picture 
actress, loves good singing, and can find nothing in all Hollywood that 
soothes her cultivated musical palate, So she calls the Salon Royale 
in New York on the long distance just to have Tommy Lyman sing for 
her. 


Jack Dempsey and Estelle Taylor live on Park avenue but come 
over to 47th street to eat Italian dinners. They are conferring with 
David Belasco on a play with the possibility of co-starring them. 


Sam Williams, of Eleanor and Williams, has retired from theatricals 
to enter the brokerage business. 


Mcintyre and Heath open in August under Shubert management in 
a show being written for them by Edgar Smith. 


Sdmund Goulding, one of Hollywood’s most prominent directors, is 
here, and expects to direct a couple of dramatic shows, 


Charles Behan, late of Pathe, is in the Fifth Avenue hospital recover- 
ing from an operation for appendicitis, 

Mary Haines is il] in the Plaza hospital. 

Ethel Beckwith, of the Newa) ‘Ledger maintains 
writes bed time stories should get @ bye-bys pat 


here it is, 


All right, Ethel, 
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Eminent Authors Are Listed for 
This Year’s Little Theatre Battle 


Eugene O'Neill, J. M. Barrie, Au- 


gust Strindberg and Luigi VPiran- 
dello will be in competition in one- 
act paylets in the National Little 
Theatre tournament at a Broadway 
house in mid-May, which Walter 
Hartwig again is promoting. This 
year again a little theatre group will 


travel 3,000 miles to New York to 


compete for the David Belaseo cup.s 


They are the Scotch Players, who 
will do “The Old Lady Shows Her 
Medals,” by Sir James M. Barrie. 
It won for this group the Lord 
Howard de Walden cup in a British 
elimination competition. 

O'Neill plavlets will be done by 
the Memphis Little Theatre, “The 
Dreamy Kid,” and The Maskers of 
Elizabeth, N. J., “Where the Cross 
Is Made.” 

Y. M. H. A. Players of Manhattan 
will do the Italian Pirandello's “The 
Man With a Flower in His Mouth,” 
and Strindberg’s “The Outcast,” will 
be offered by the Manhattan College 
Players of New York. 

A new Negro authoress, Mary 
Burrill, has written a native theme 
which the Grigwa Little Negro The- 
atre group will present. 


“Companionate Marriage” 


No Libel, Says Producer 


Evanston, IlL, April 17. * 
Editor Variety: 

Since my production of the play, 
“Companionate Marriage,” at the 
New Evanston theatre I have be- 
come a much-maligned manager, 
threatened with libel suits should I 
continue to present this play, 
which, of course, I do intend to do. 

And for what good reason all this 
legal threatening? None, as I shall 
quickly point out, to defend myself 
and that the public, as well as 
Judge Lindsey, may learn the facts. 

Judge Lindsey states the play 
produced by me and which I am 
again about to produce for a metro- 
politan run in New York and Chi- 
cago, is a direct libel on his book, 
entitled “The Companionate Mar- 
riage.” It is no such thing, and I 
defy him, or any one else, to prove 
to the contrary. My play was writ- 
ten and registered by the author in 
the U. S. Copyright Bureau before 
Judge book pub- 
lished. Your representative in Chi- 
cago saw my play and very likely 
he has read Judge Lindsey's book, 
so he can easily verify the truth of 
my statement that my play is not a 
plagiarism of Judge Lindsey’s book, 

In his recent debate with Dr. M. 
Sayle Taylor at Orchestra Hall, in 
Chicago, Judge Lindsey publicly ad- 
mitted that he “did not coin the 
phrase, ‘companionate marriage,’” 
also that he “had tried to find out 
who really did. but had failed.” So, 
according to his own words, the title 
he says he tried so zealously to 
protect is not even his 

According to law a mere title can- 
not be copyrighted, and since the 
Judge admits that he did not even 
originate this one, and since my 
Play has no connection whatever 
with his book, his charges of libel 


and plagiarism are not only un- 
founded but extremely unjust and 
as damaging to me as he says the 
use of the title is to him. 

I respectt call his and the 
public’s attention to this. I shall 
continue to use the title, “A Com- 
panionate Marriage.” I dislike ex- 
tremely the aspersions cast upon 
me and my play in the Judge's let- 
ter to you, and I request that this 
cease, inasmuch as T consider that 
my play has suificient merit to 


stand on its 
iean on svme 


own, Without having to 
other person's work 
Clyde Elhote. 


Forrest Opens May 1 


Philadelphia, April 24. 
The new Forrest, latest of the 
Shubert chain in this city, on Wal- 
nut between lith and 12th streets, 
will open Tuesday night, May 1, 
with the operctta “The Red Robe" 
having Evelyn Herbert and Walter 

Woolf as 
The new 

the lowe 
ditional ones: 


stars, 

Morvest has 910 seats on 
floor, space for ad- 
the single bal- 


with 
900 in 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Vanities” (Marl Carroll 

“Hurry, Kane” (George M. 
Cohan) 

“The Shotgun Wedding” 


(William Harris, Jr.) 

“The Happy Husband” (Gil- 
bert Miller) 

“The Fox” (Marlaw Produc- 
tions) 

“The 
Jacobs) 


Money Lender” (H. 


Wilkes, Coast Pioneer, 
Quits Theatre for Oil 


Los Angeles, April 24, 

Tom Wilkes, one of the pioneer 
theatrical producers on the Pacific 
coast, is through with the show 
business and has joined his brother 
Alfred E. Wilkes in the oil business. 
Tom Wilkes for a number of years 
was one of the most successful pro- 
ducers on the Pacific coast, owned 
many of the important theatres 
from Denver west. 

He also produced the original 
Duncan Sisters’ show, “‘Topsy and 
Eva.” After success of that show 
he leased the Sam H. Harris theatre 
in New York. Then reverses came 
to him, and his brother, Alfred E. 
Wilkes, joined with him and they 
produced several shows and op- 
erated a number of theatres around 
here. Breaks, however, were 
against them and they faded from 
the theatre picture about six 
months ago. 

Alfred E. Wilkes went into the oil 
business in San Francisco last 
month. Tom Wilkes went to work 
for his brother and is now in Ari- 
zona and Texas. 


One Main St. on Map 
Chicago, April 24. 

The Arcadia theatre in St. 
Charles, LIll., played “My Maryland” 
April 16 to 1,000 persons, absolute 
capacity, at $3.30 top. 

Population of St. Charles is be- 
tween 3,000 and 4,000. “Maryland” 
drew customers from all over sur- 
rounding territory, and prompted a 
decision to book future road attrac- 
tions. 

The Arcadia was constructed by 
Mrs. Lester Norris, heiress of John 
W. (“Bet a Million’) Gates at a 
cost of $600,000. The idea of build- 
ing a de luxe house in such a small 
town is explainable in that it also 
serves as a community center. 

Regular policy is straight pictures. 


Norma Leach Missing 


Dallas, April 24. 

A search is being conducted for 
Norma Leach, ingenue in stock at 
Austin, Texas, following her disap- 
pearance Sunday evening. 

The girl went boating on Lake 
Austin after the matinee. Ashes of 
a fire in the hills indieated that 
someone had landed there. Wo- 
man’s footprints were noticeable. 


PEGGY HOPE IN “NEWS” LEAD 


Los Angeles, April 24. 
Peggy Hope is back in the femi- 
nine lead of Sam Salvin’s west 
‘oast production of “Good News.” 
She succeeds Mildred La Salle. 
Miss Hope was originally slated 
for the role, but walked out be- 
cause of personal differences with 
William Rowland, California mana- 
ger for Lyons & Lyons, Ine. (Sal- 
vin's firm), to whom she is mar- 
ried. 


| 


cony, and box accommodations for 

40. Its stage measures 44 by 96 

feet wit i eight to the rigging | 

oO “i 1a prosce! 


MAE BUSCH’S FALL 


Los Angeles, April 24. 
Mue Busch, picture actress play- 
the lead at Hlollywood Play- 
house in “rom Hell Came A Lady,” 
fell 15 feet through a trap door 
during the third act of play. 

Miss Busch was taped up and fin- 
ished the performance. She has 
appeared since in bundages, there 
being no understudy. 


wor 
stile 


REVISING PRICE SHOW 
“The Song Writer,” starring 
Georgie Price, closed for revision at 
the Shubert-Rivera, New York, last 
weck after a two weeks’ trial tour. 
Show had been figured for Chi- 
ro but has been halted fora f 


irt in 
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YORK AND KING 


Once did impersonations of col- 
ered aristocracy. 

Now selling hot dogs with Gene 
Buck's “Take the Air” at the Earl 
Carroll, New York. 


9 Shows Out 


Nine attractions leaving 
Broadway, including three sudden 
additions to last Saturday’s clos- 
ings and three repeat shows. The 
latter are “The Play’s the Thing,” 
“The Beggar’s Opera” and “The 
Merry Malones,” all withdrawing at 
the end of the week. 

“A Lady for a Night,” presented 
by Chamberlain Brown, stopped 
Saturday at the 49th Street. Played 
one week. First called “Nize Girl.” 


LADY FOR A NIGHT 


Opened April 16. Dale 
(“American”) wrote: “And not 
for many nights.” 

Variety (ibee) said: “Can't 
last.” 


“The Breaks,” presented by Rich- 
ard Herndon at the Klaw, stopped 
Saturday. One week. 
= 
THE BREAKS 
Opened April 17. Gabriel 
(“Sun”) considered it “a taste- 
less evening,’ while Anderson 
(“Journal”), taking the only 
definite stand with the ayes, 
said: “Immensely interesting.” 
Most of the boys were inclined 
to let play down easy. 
| 
“Forbidden Roads,” independently 
presented at the Liberty last week, 
is due out this week. Notice given. 


FORBIDDEN ROADS 
Opened April 16. Coleman 
(“Mirror”), the onl first 
stringer to catch it, found it 
“stirring drama.” 
Variety said: “A_ perfect 
flop.” 


“Interference,” presented by Gil- 
bert Miller, closes at Henry Miller's 
after 28 weeks, virtually season. 
English melodrama opened at the 
Empire doing very weak there and 
averaging $14,000 weekly. After 
moving the pace tapered off to 
about $7,000. 

INTERFERENCE 

Opened Oct. 18. Hammond 
(“Herald Tribune”) opined: 
“Mannerly murder play, ably 
performed.” Mantle (“News”) 
said: “Well acted and intelli- 
gently stagéd.” 


Variety said: “Good chance 
for short fun.” 
| 
“The Madcap,” Shubert musical, 


leaves the Casino after 13 weeks. 
Engagement started at the Royale, 
where trade was light. It has moved 
for cut ratings and drew about $15,- 
000 for a time. Lately down to 
$12,000. 


THE MADCAP 

Opened Jan. 31. Passed up 
by major critics. 

Variety (Abel) said: “Show 
is not there for any substan- 
tial takings.” 

“The Mystery Man,” presented at 
the Bayes by Gustav Blum, closes 
after playing 14 weeks. Trade 
7 

THE MYSTERY MAN 

Opened Jan. 26. Atkinson 
(“Times”) took the moderate 
viewpoint as “routine enter- 
tainment.” 

Variety (Rush) predicted 
“six forced weeks for picture 
rights and stock gamble.” 


through the engagement was mod- 
;erate, the pace being claimed 
| around $5,900, principally vin 
trates. 


a 


Brady and ‘Good Old Days’ 
Before Patents Committee 


Washington, April 24. 

Representing the legitimate the- 
atre William A. Brady reiterated 
the story of the passing of the 
legit (which story Congress already 
had been told) during the hearing 
Friday before the House Patents 
Committee Congress, through that 
committee, was told that the pic- 
tures had a great deal to do with 
that passing. 

A summary of the three hours of 
testimony would indicate that such 
an admission was made. ' 

The committee was urged to do 
nothing that would make the com- 
petition from pictures more diffi- 
cult, which, it was stated, the Ves- 
tal divisibility bill, already reported, 
will do if enacted into law. 

Hearing twice called for the legit 
managers. The first was a miss as 
none appeared Friday. 

To split the copyright “rights,” it 
was stated, would nullify the exist- 
ing contract with the Authors’ 
League which had three years yet 
to run. It was added that the legit 
producers were satisfied to continue 
under that contract. 

Though William H. Osborne, 
counsel for the Authors’ League, ar- 
gued for the bill, explaining that 
the measure only gave legal status 
to existing trade practices it was 
made clear that the legitimate in- 
terests feared the outcome, urging 
that the copyright laws continue to 
carry but the one right, the dra- 
matic, as now existant. 

Mr. Brady was before the commit- 
tee for almost two hours, with the 
greater portion of that time being 
given over to reminiscing with the 
members of the committee on “the 
good old days.” 

Members of the committee de- 
clined to comment following the 
hearing. It was indicated that as 
the bill had been twice favorably 
reported, one last session and then 
again within the last two weeks; 
that the bill would be allowed to 
stand as is. ‘ 

No representatives of the picture 
interests appeared before the com- 
mittee, 


Suit Establishes Lyric’s 
Remodeling Cost 


A claim for a $68,045 lien on the 
Lyric theatre by Peter Clark, Inc., 
builders, discloses that the house, 
now tenanted by Ziegfeld’s “Three 
Musketeers,” cost $130,000 to reno- 
vate. Of this amount, Clark re- 
ceived a contract for $83,045, 
against which $15,000 is credited. 

Clark, Inc., is suing the Lyric Op- 
erating Co., Inc., and the S. & S. 
Lyric, Inc., owners and lessees of 
the theatre. The latter corporation 
was headed by E. E. Smathers, who 
died recently and whose estate is 
now involved in another suit con- 
cerning the lease. 

The $130,000 disclosed in the suit 
will surprise showmen who had 
heard of the expensive renovation 
on the Lyric, but who had ex- 
pressed skepticism right along con- 
cerning the actual amount. 


Maude Adams’ Denial 


Philadelphia, April 24. 

It is reported that Maude Adams 
will appear here under the auspices 
of the Philadelphia Forum in con- 
nection with the exhibition of a 
colored motion picture of Kipling's 

Miss Adams, it is understood, will 
explain the color process in making 


the picture, an _ invention upon 
which she experimented several 
years, 


The former star is under the man- 
agement of Charles L. Wagner. 


William Huff, for the Forum, was 
in New York conferring with 
Charles Wagner yesterday. Wagner 
denied he had booked Miss Adams 
in connection with “Kim” in any 
manner. 


‘Nimble Fingers’ Stopped 


“Nimble Fingers” stopped in re- 
hearsal this week through Equity 
intervention when Harold Nichols, 
producer, had failed to post the nec- 
essary bond covering two weeks’ 
salary at Equity. 

Nichols attempted to swing the 
company over commonwealth, but 
minority of the cast were 
tzreeable the show was 

“Nimble in hnd been re- 


hearsing a week. 


called off. | 


“Captive” Backers 
Acquitted; New 
Dirt Play Ban Up 


Los Angeles, April 24. 

After listening to evidence for 1§ 
days regarding the legality of the 
performance of ‘The Captive’ in 
the Mayan theatre, a jury of seven 
women and four men acquitted Ed 
W. Rowland and A. Leslie Pearce, 
producers of the play, of a charge 
of outreging public decency. The 
jury deliberated on the matter 
three and a half hours. 

No sooner had the verdict been 
returned than the Hearst papers, 
which were active in condemning 
the play's morals, announced that 
the city council would, at a special 
session, draft a new ordinance de- 
signed to prevent this play and 
others of its type from being shown 
here in the future. However, a cog 
slipped in the drafting of the new 
ordinance by the council, and ac- 
tion on the matter will not come 
up until April 27. 

As the producers of “The Cap- 
tive” had already gone into the 
hole heavily, it was at first pro- 
posed to reopen the show at the 
Mayan on April 21 with its original 
cast. They changed their minds 
when the City Prosecutor Lickley 
threatened to stop the show if it 
were put on and again arrest the 
producers and the cast. Rather 
than fight this move, project was 
abandoned. Meantime, the nine 
members of the cast and Rowland 
and Pearce are still charged with 
three separate violations of the 
city ordinance similar to the one 
on which the two producers were 
acquitted. City Prosecutor Lickley, 
who is anxious to be the next 
District Attorney here, appeared 
before the City Council and sug- 
gested that a stringent ordinance 
be drafted to make undesirable 
plays of a theme dealing with de- 
generacy. Former Judge Joseph 
Marchetti, Arthur William Green 
and William Clark, attorneys for 
the producers, upon hearing Lick- 
ley make his statements, countered 
with a statement: “The city prose- 
cutor seeks by subterfuge to gain 
his ends, which, after all, are mo- 
tivated by political and not moral 
sentiments. His failure to convict 
our clients in court was caused by 
technicalities in the city ordinance, 
but we can produce members of 
the jury who will testify that they 
voted not guilty only because they 
believe the play is well worthy of 
presentation, and not because of 
any flaws in the city ordinance.” 


“Rosalie” Dispute Settled 


The “Rosalie” royalty squabble 
that involved Flo Ziegfeld in a com- 
plaint made by Sigmund Romberg 
to the Dramatists Guild, was settled 
last week prior to the findings of an 
arbitration board, which is reported 
to have reached a decision uphold- 
ing the composer’s claims in full 

Whether the official award will 
override the settlement is unknown. 

Romberg and George Gershwin 
were given a dual contract to write 
the “Rosalie” score. On some preé- 
text Ziegfeld held back Romberg’s 
share on the royalties, but Gersh- 
win was regularly paid. The pro- 
ducer set up a counter claim that 
Romberg was all wet because he 
had not attended all the “Rosalie” 
rehearsals. The Guild’s minimum 
basic contract provides for the priv- 
ilege of an author or composer to 
attend rehearsals for the purpose of 
seeing that his or her material is 
not changed without permission, 
but there is no compulsion for an 
author to attend all or any rehear- 
sals, 

Ziegey was reported having 
laughed at the Romberg claims. 
However, while the arbitrators were 


getting together for their final 
award, Zieggy is reported having 
taken Romberg aside, not only 


agreeing to pay the back royalties, 
but also promising to give the 
composer a contract to do the score 
for a new musical show, 


Managing Mae’s “Lil” 

A shake-up in executive staff of 
Mae West in “Diamond Lil’ went in 
this week. Harry B. Herts, former 
company manager, is out, with Jack 
Hayes supplanting 

Al Spengler is now 
repre 
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TAX APPEAL DEC 


GEORGE COHAN FOR $350,000 


Period of Five Years—Several Disallowances— 
Cohan Family’s Partnership 


4 


Washington, April 25. 
In a 33-page document required 
to hand down its decision on the 
appeal of George M. Cohan, the 
board of tax appeals incorporated 
what attorneys here believe to be 
important factors to those of show 


business. 

Deficiencies in tax payments 
charged against Cohan covering the 
period 1918 through 19°3 amounted 
to in excess of $350,000, countered 
by over-assessments running tc 
about $23,000. 

The board ruled that Cohan as 
a producer properly filed on a fis- 
¢al year basis; 

That he was not entitled to ex- 
clude from income sums paid his 
mother under an alleged partner- 
ship agreement; 

That royalties paid to his mother 
and wife actually constituted in- 
come for Cohan; 

That amount paid to so-called 
strike fund were deductible by the 
partnership of which Cohan was a 
member, and 

That amount advanced by Cohan 
to his partner was in the form of a 
loan and neither deductible as an 
expense nor subject to depreciation. 

Another looked upon important 
feature that will act as a precedent 
in the conduct of amusement un- 
dertakings the disallowing of 
claims for deductions covering cost 
of advertising entertainment and 
traveling expenses. This phase, 
however, it is stated here, will de- 
pend in a great degree on the indi- 
vidual case. . 

“Family Treasury” 


In handing down its decision the 
board cites the history of the Cohan 
family to establish the family 
“treasury” into which all earnings 
went whether all of the members of 
the family appeared or not. It is 
shown that Cohan’s earnings from 
his songs also went into this family 
“treasury.” 

When married in 1899 the family 
agreed to split the joint earnings, 
25 per cent. to Cohan, 25 per cent. 
to the sister, and 50 per cent. to 
the father and mother. 

The split after Fred Niblo married 
the sister, Josephine Cohan, with 
this couple going it alone, and Sam 
H. Harris came in as George's 
partner, carried no salary to Cohan. 
The mother and father both re- 
ceived from $400 to $500 weekly; 
50 per cent. went to Harris; an- 
Other 25 per cent. to the parents 
and 25 per cent. to Cohan. 

For booking it is shown that Klaw 
& Erlanger received 50 percent. of 
the profits. 

As to the disallowance for enter- 
tainment and travel expense, this 
grew out of the strike wherein 
Cohan was transporting a different 
company of actors each week to 
Boston, buying them lunches on the 
train and at rehearsals, all of which 
companies were to appear in the 
Same production, the strike making 
it necessary for Cohan to have a 
different cast line up each week 
the piece ran. 


Jolson’s Heavy Insurance 


When final papers are signed In 
the near future by two insurance 
companies in New York Al] Jolson 
in all probability will stand at the 
head of the list for the most heavily 
insured actors in the country. 

Jolson, according to authoritative 
sources, is taking out $250,000 in- 
surance with the Equitable Life and 
& similar amount with another local 
company. 


FRANCES UNDERWOOD WINS 

A long pending arbitration over a 
Balary claim was decided in favor 
of Frances Underwood against Sam 
Wallach last weck. Miss Under- 
Wood was engaged for “Alias the 
Deacon” in 1925 by Wallach, she 
Claiming two weeks salary in leu 
of proper notice. The actress went 
to the Coast thereafter, while Wal- 
lach demanded she appear in person 
to make the claim. 

That explains why the case has 
Pended so long. The award amount- 
ed to about $500. 


| 


> 


Few Musical Stocks 


Fewer musical stocks will 
be in operation this summer, 
according to agencies and 
brokers, 

Production cost, salary lists, 
the latter heavy because of 
choruses and dance directors, 
have discouraged previous op- 
erators. 


Jimmy Walker’s Own Sons 
For New Musical “Mist” 


Carl Reed and Elisabeth Marbury 
have formed a corporation to pro- 
duce a musical version of “Love in 
a Migt” in which in its original dra- 
matic form Sydney Blackmerc and 
Madge Kennedy starred. Mark Con- 
nolly is adapting the book. 

Miss Marbury will have 16 girls 
and 8 boys in the musical aside from 
the principals. The girls will all 
be of individual types and differ- 
ently dressed. For the boys, an at- 
tempt will be made to get collegiate 
youths without stage training. 

Jimmy Walker has promised to 
contribute a song and the entire 
score will be made up of contribu- 
tions from various well known com- 
posers. Robert Milton will stage. 
The Reed-Marbury partnership is 
to continue for further dramatic 
productions. They have in their 
possession several plays that are 
to be tried out this summer. 


Mrs. Pemberton as Dress 
Guide for Actresses 


Margaret Pemberton, wife of 
Brock Pemberton, is .n charge of 
a new department at Saks’ Fifth 
avenue store. Her position is des- 
ignated as that of a director of mod- 
ern costumes, with the stage a spe- 
cial objective. 

Mrs. Pemberton’s mission is to 
aid actresses in choosing costumes 
which will harmonize with the 
play's settings and will not conflict 
with the dressing of others in the 
cast. Her ideas were employed not 
only in her husband's past produc- 
tions but in others, including “The 
Green Hat.” 

A French salon and designing de- 
partment has been added to the 
Saks establishment, with Mrs. Pem- 
berton in charge. 


Guild’s “Love” Play Off 


“Playing at Love” has been aban- 
doned by the Theatre Guild for this 
season, 

Despite withdrawal of Richard 
Zennett, featured, and Robert Mil- 
ton, director, two weeks ago, the 
yuild announced that both leading 
player and director would be re- 
placed last week. 

Inability to prepare the play to 
hold the Republic, New York, book- 
ing April 30, is said to have in- 
fluenced the Guild to sidetrack the 
production until next season. 

The scrapping of “Playing at 
Love” leaves a void for another 
production for the current season 
for the Guild, to which subscribers 
are entitled. This will be settled 
later. 


Revive “Sex” for Chi 


Los Angeles, April 24. 

“Sex,” Mae West's play, sup- 
posedly re-written, will be the next 
attraction at the Majestic. 

It will follow “Hit the Deck,” 
which folds up April 29 and goes 
to the warehouse, instead of to San 
Francisco as was reported. 


MUSICAL “MURRAY HILL” e 

“Murray Hill” will be adapted as 
a musical and produced by Joseph 
Santiey next season, 

Santley will also colloborate with 
Gertrude Purcell on the musical 
version. 


F. & M. Girl Elevated 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
Vivian Fay, one of Fanchon and 
Marco’s most recent additions has 
been cast for an important role in 


“Good News” which opens at the 
Mayan, May 322. 


IDED ON DEFICITS COURT HoLps 


UP AS NOBLE EXAMPLE 


| 
Milwaukee, Wis., April 24. | 
| 


Chorus girls stand ace high with 
Circuit Judge Gustave G. Gehrz here | 
who last week delivered a lecture 
from his divoree court bench to a| 
packed courtroom on the virtues of | 
Beatrice Katz, 18, chorine member 
of the Wilkes Players, a musical 
comedy troupe playing through the 
northwest. 

About ten years ago the couple, 
Rae and Max Katz, were divorced, 
the decree going to the wife after 
the husband had started suit. The 
wife was given the custody of the 
two children, Beatrice and a son. 
Alex, two years older. Alimony was 
fixed but the husband did not pay 
and several times was brought to 
court to pay up. 

After the amount neared about 

$1,000 last January, Katz was again 
taken to court and pleaded illness. 
The back alimony was cut to $180 
and he paid up. Last week with 
the arrearage at $160 he was back 
again. The wife was sick in bed, 
but Beatrice, the chorus girl, came 
in to fight her mother’s battle. 
A tragic story of how, at t5, she 
quit school to join a local tab com- 
pany as a chorus girl was told by 
the girl. ‘Later, she said she joined 
the Wilkes Players and got $22.50 
per week. Of this she sent $10 a 
week back home to her mother, 
living on the other $12.50. 

The son, now 20, quit his mother 
when she said she could not send 
him to school and joined his father. 
He is now in Teachers’ College. The 
girl said that while playing in Mon- 
tana she got a wire that her mother 
was ill and she quit the show and 
jumped into Milwaukee to care for 
her mother. The father did not con- 
tribute a dime. 

Assumed the Load 

“The father is_to be commended 
for sending his son to college,” said 
Judge Gehrz, “but I condemn him 
for his neglect of the wife. This 
girl, a show girl, usually looked 
upon with derision by ordinary folk, 
has taken a load on her shoulders 
for which she should be praised. 
Leading the hardest life imaginable, 
that of a chorus gir] with small 
troupe doing practically one night 
stands and sending almost half of 
her earnings to her mother is a 
real example of daughter-love. 

*“T am not saying here that I 
would or would not want my own 
daughter to be a chorus girl, but 
this girl is certainly a shining ex- 
ample for girlhood.” 

The judge intimated that -the 
father would “recover from his ill- 
ness quickly if he did not have to 
pay alimony. That is what makes 
him sick.” 

Katz was given three days to get 
the $160 or take a six month rap. 


Sistare Stock Closes 
Due to Speakeasy Row 


Chicago, April 24. 

Claiming speakeasies drove him 
out of theatre operation in Wauke- 
gan, Ill., Horace Sistare gave notice 
to his stock plavers there and quit 
his lease on the Majestic after a 
stay of 27 weeks. 

Sistare contends speakeasies are 
so thick on the street on which the 
Majestic is located that many per- 
sons are afraid to venture near the 
theatre in the evening through fear 
of street disorder = 

The stock manager quit his Wau- 
kegan lease after a spirited battle 
with city officials and the Women’s 


League of Voters during showing of 


outs before they stopped “Loving | 
Daughters.” He met with no en-} 
couragement from the officials, but} 
managed to silence the can paign | 
started against his show 


JOHN McCORMACK RESTING | 
Vancouver, B. C., April 24. 
John McCormack has gone to 
Jasper Park, in the Rockies, to rest, 
following the cold which caused him 
to cancel several northwest concert 
engagements. His latest cancella- 
tion was in this city on Saturday. 
McCormack expects to resume his 
tour across the prairie late this 
week or next week, and also claims 
he is going to appear in England 


next June before royalty. ' 


Eouity Kay lake Notice of 


Agents Through Boardman 


r 


10-20-30 Gyp 


"Ten Nights in a Bar Room” 
at Wallack'’s, New York, staged 
a ten-twent-thirt midnight 
performance Thursday night. 
The seale was primed for pub- 
licity purposes primarily. 

The specs capitalized it by a 
60-cent advance on the 30-cent 
top, charging 80 cents’ for 
choice locations. 


— 


Geo. M.’s Birthday Note 
To Dad, Gov’t Document 


Washington, April 25. 

The following letter from George 
M. Cohan to his father on the lat- 
ter’s 66th birthday, January 31, 1914. 
was made public by the board of tax 
appeals as the bas’s of its decision 
covering a tax appeal by Cohan to 
that body: 


January 31, 1914. 

My dear Little Daddy: This is 
your 66th birthday. God Bless 
You. The best little daddy that 
anybody ever had in the whole 
wide world. Of course, Daddy 
dear, that’s what every regular 
fellow thinks of his dad. I hope 
to God my boy will grow up to 
think the same and love me one 
hundreth part as much as I love 
you. Daddy, dear, we have all 
worked hard for a great many 
years, and thank goodness we've 
succeeded in making ourselves 
happy at last. But we must not 
think of retiring for both of us 
are young yet, altho’ you are really 
younger than I, That's no joke. 
Every one says so and I’m begin- 
ning to realize it, too. Daddy, I 
have never loved my own without 
a reason. Gee! but you’ve been 
good to me! From this day, 
Daddy, we are partners in every 
theatre and theatrical property I 
possess. You are my partner, half 
and equal, in the Cohan Theatre, 
the Astor Theatre, the Gaiety The- 
atre, the Grand Opera House in 
Chicago. So far this season all 
these theatres are winners and as 
I am go'‘ng to devote my time to 
the Astor in New York and the 
Grand in Chicago, believe me 
they’ll always be winners while I 


live. It isn’t like giving you some- 
thing—its just what belongs to 
you. We've been partners for 


years, and we're always going to 
be unless you discharge me from 
the partnership. I've got every- 
thing on top of God's earth I want 
and now I want to see that you 
are fixed the same way. I'm go- 
ing to make you rich, Daddy, dear. 
That’s why I don’t want to waste 


my time acting any more. You 
fave me the brain to work with 
and I'm going to try and make 
good. You will get your first divi- 
dend about the first of June and 
it ought to be a corker. Gee! Just 
look back, Daddy, and see what 
we've all been through. Isn't it 
wonderful! Isn’t it like Arabian 


Nights Stories. I’m so happy. I 
hope your little grandson will grow 
up to be worthy of his Grand Dad 
—-the best loved man in the whole 
profession, 

God 
earth. 


the best Daddy on 
Your son and pariner, 
dco. M 


bless 


MRS. H. KOLKER’S JUDGMENT | 


Danbur ( April 21. j 
“Loving Daughters,’ written by | 
Mrs Lillie Kolker of Holly wood 
Fritz Blocki, drama editor of the} f j 
“ans |has been granted 35,000 default | 
Chicago American” (Hearst). Wau- | 
| judgment against Henry Kolker, an | 
kegan Woman’s League demanded | 
te factor. o tumford the Connec- 
supreme court The couple 
Sistare retorted with large news- | Mew Mark 
2's were qivorcea in K state 
paper ads challenging city officials} igo, 
il Jit | pe 
to close Waukegan’s liquor hang- | 


DUFFY RENAMES MOROSCO 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
The Morosc¢ 
month, will be known as the Presi- 
Duffy will spend $50,000 In 
remodeling the house, 
It will open with 
comedy by Howard 
Bert Robinson. 


dent. 


“Tommy,” a 
Lindsey «and 


PAGE’S BOOK ON ZIEGGY 

“Ziegfeld, Super-Showman,” is the 
title of a volume written by Will 
A. Page. 

The book is about to go to press 
and will be on sale in around six 
weeks, 


, which Henry Duffy | 
jis taking over at the end of this| 


Murray Phillips, legit casting 
agent, lost his suit against Eleanor 
Boardman, legit and pictures, for a 
claim of $4,702 commissions allege 
edly due. Miss Boardman (Mv-s, 
King Vidor) petitioned a jury trial 
with the jury finding a verdict for 
the defendant. 

Phillips claimed he had been re- 
sponsible for placing Miss Boardman 
in legit productions and later nego- 
tiating her picture contracts. Ph lips 
alse claimed the actress had signed 
an agreement whereby he was to 
receive 10 per cent of all earnings 
from 1922 to 1926. 

During the trial evidence was 
presented to show that Phillips’ 
managerial contract was not equit- 
able, inasmuch as it did not guar- 
rantee Miss Boardman a minimum 
number of weeks per season. 

Phillip’s defeat may be capitalized 
by Equity in its drive against 
agents masquerading as managers 
and issuing contracts similar to the 
one involved in Philllps’ suit, not 
guaranteeing a minimum term of 
employment. 


Skowhegan Stock Raising 
Weekly Salary to $50 


Arthur Byron, Mrs. Byron and 
their two daughters will be mem- 
bers of the summer stock at Lake- 
wood Grove, near Skowhegan, Me. 
The 28th season begins early in 
June with Howard Lindsay again 
directing. 

The Skowhegan stock, famous 
for paying its actors sence 1900 
never more nor less than $30 a 
week, will this season increase the 
ante to $50. 

Howard Lindsay is now making 
his annual spring canvass of the 
big producers to ferrett owt scripts 
for new plays to be given at Skow- 
hegan during the summer as try- 
outs. 


Dowling’s 2 Closing 


Chicago, April 24. 
“Sidewalks of New York.” with 
Ray Dooley, will close its reason 
next Sunday (April 29). The fol- 
lowing week “Honeymoon Lane,” 
with Eddie Dowling, will also wind 
up its current tour. 


Both shows are Dowling pro- 
duced, booked by Erlanger, with 
Erlanger and Dillingham behind 
them. 


Notices of closing are said to 
have been advised by Charles Dil- 
lingham when he was here last 
week, 


Classing “Moneypenny” 


Channing Pollock's new play, 
“Mr. Moneypenny,” with something 
like 45 speaking parts, has been 
submitted to Equity for ciussifica- 
tion. The author, who is to pro- 
duce the show on his own, contends 
the play is really a spectacle, which 
jis the reason the matter was put up 
to Equity. 

Four weeks’ rehearsals are al- 
lowed for dramas and comedies, 
while musical attractions and spec- 
tacles are given an additional week, 
after which salaries are due. 

“Moneypenny” is due on Broad- 


j way in the fall. 


“Mr. Bones” Jolson Piece 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
Irving Berlin's new musical com- 
edy show which is to serve as @ 
production for Al Jolson 
called “Mr. Bones.” 
Jolson is going to produce the 
show under his own management 


starring 
will be 


with .-rlin scheduled to have 25 

cent. interest in the venture. 

iIt is understood that Sam. H. Har- 

| ris’ office will have charge of the 
ss end for Jolson, 


| busine 
| 
LEE SHUBERT’S ILLNESS 

Lee Shubert's illness last week, 
ieconsidered serious, forced J, J. Shue 
i bert to cancel his trip to Europe. 

| condition is considerably 
improved. 


Road Show at 60c. 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., April 24. 
The Hialto, in an effort to revive 
interest here in legitimate attrace- 
tions, is offering road shows at 60 


cents top. The house, formerly 
‘combination pictures and vwaude- 
lville, is playing the road shows 


from one to three Yays. 
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52 VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 


Wednesday, April 25, 1928 


mediocrity or loss. 


piay is also considered. 


admission scale given below. 


Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
The variance is explained in the difference in 
house capacities with the varying overhead. Also the size of cast, 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. Variance 
in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
Key to classification: 
D (drama); R (revue); M (musica! comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


C (comedy); 


@A Connecticut Yankee,” Vanderbilt 
(26th week) (M-882-$5.50). Busi- 
ness last week under Easter week 
levels, at which time number of 
attrictions failed to do much bet- 
ter than Holy Week; “Yankee” 
off at $21,500, big money here. 

“Bottied,” Booth (3d week) (C-704- 
$3.39). Second week picked up 
som: what over initial pace; with 
cut rate aid, around $5,000, and 
must show -urther improvement 
to stick; “Grand Street Follies” 
here in month. 

“Box Seats,” Littl (2d week) 
(C-5530-$3.36). Opened late last 
week: general impression play not 
the: ubuut gl,le0 in four per- 
forma neces. 

“Buri-sgue,” Plymouth week) 
(C15-1,041-$3.55). Went into cut 
rates urst time last wees, and all 
bargain t.ckeis snupped up; sross 


im; ‘ved several thousand, above 

“Cogic.te.” Maxine Elliett (25th 
we.it i(D-942-$3.85). Looks sure 
for . immer continuance, business 
hold og to excellent grosses; con- 
sis ity bettering $17,000 re- 


“Dia: Lil,” Royal (3a week) 
(C-$.117-$3.30). Acts like money 


she while first week slightly 
un. given mark, it bettered 
$15. and last week nearly 
$16... 0 


“Dracula.” Fulton (30th week) (D- 


$1t- 4.30). Expected to complete 
ser.on, lasting into June; some- 
wha affeeted lately, but making 
mor:s at better than $9,000. 


“Excess Baggage,” Ritz (18th week) 


(C-. 5-33.30). Should last into 
Waiin weather also; attendance 
good with help of cut rates; at 


ahout $10,000 satisfactory. 

“Five o’Clock Girl,” Shubert (29th 
Week) (M-1,395-$5.50). Business 
claiined improved through moving 
here from 44th street; estimated 
around $28,000, said to be profit- 
able on present basis and better 
terms. 

“Forbidden Roads,” Liberty (2d 
week) (D-1,202-$3.30). Probably 
closing this week; little chance to 
ride out bad notices; maybe 
$4,000: “Biackbirds,” colored re- 
vue, due May 7. 

“Funny Face,” Alvin 
(M-1,400-$5.50). Has chance to 
extend into summer; business 
holding up very well considering 
general slump conditions; rated 
around $28,009. 

“Good News,” Chanin’s 46th St. 
(34th week) (M-1,413-$5.50). Slated 
to exceed into next season; stand- 
out musical, holding up excel- 
lentiv, theugh off last week; about 
$34,000 

“Greenwich Village Follies,” Winter 


(23a week) 


Garden (3d week) (R-1,493-$5.50). 
Started off well; regarded as one 
of several summer revues; second 
week again over $40,000. 

“Interference,” Lyceum (28th week) 
(1D-%57-$4.40). Final week; Eng- 
lish melodrama’ credited with 
good run io profit; did well at 
Iimpire, but after moving here 
ea 1 off to $7.099 and less. 

“Keep Shufflin’.” Eltinge (9th week) 
(M-S92-$2.75). Moved here from 
Daly s 63d after falling under stop 
limit; 42d street location expected 
to bolster pace; last week about 
$7 


“Kidding Kidders,” Bijou (1st week) 


(C-605-$3.30). Inde pendentiy pre- 
sented: opened nat ¢ itv; sent out 
for two weeks and recast; opened 
Mond iv. 

Lady for a Night,” 49th Street 
Ta n off Saturday, playing single 
wee); 

“Lovely Lady,” Sam H. Harris (18th 
week) (M-1,051-35.50). Won't last 
loner t n bargain 
t } } 
$15 toast we 

“Manhattan Mary.” Apolo (81st 
week) 
ret out mont ttine prof 


itis 
“Marco Millions” 


“Voloane,” 
Guild (C-941-$3.85) Latter plav 
(2d week) current 
t ting attraction, holding its 


own over last week. 
“My Maryland.” Joison's ¢ 


SOT 33d week) 
(9O-1,777-$5.50). Moves to Casino 
next Mondav: made run of it 
here. though last several months 
husiness supported chiefly bv 
bargain tickets; rated around 


$15.990 last week, 
“Our Betters.” Henry 
week) (€C-946-$4.40), 
another two moenths 
weather probably most important 
factor: last week ahout erand 
under previous week; 815.000. 
“Paris Bound.” Musie Box (18th 
week) (C-1,900-$3.85). Still mak- 
ing money both ways, and may 
Inst through May, but not counted 


Miller (i4th 
Ficured for 
or bit rmore, 


among summer. stickers; last 
week $12,500 

“Present Arms,” Mansfield (1st 
week) (M-1,059-$5.50). Presented 


by Lew Fields, who has house 


"4 


rere 


under lease and has renamed it 
Lew Fields’ Mansfield; opens 
April 26 (Thursday). 

“Rain or Shine,” Geo. M. Cohan 
(12th week) (M-1,329-$5.50). Get- 
ting capacity right along and re- 
garded strong enough for holding 
over into new season; $40,000. 

“Rosalie,” New Amsterdam (16th 
week) (M-1,702-$6.60). Last week's 
drop all along line did not pass 
this leader up; affected about 
$3,000, but bettered $44,000. 

“Show Boat,” Ziegfeld (18th week) 
(M-1,750-$6.60). Advance sale and 
demand so strong pace unaffected 
at any time since opening; last 
week over $53,000 again. 

“Strange Interlude,” Golden (13th 
week) (D-90034.40). Brokers al- 
lotted tickets for first time Mon- 
day; up to now subscriptions and 
box office advance sale accounted 
for capacity business; over $16,- 
000 in six performances (no mat- 
inees). 

“Sunny Days,” Imperial (12th week) 
(M-1,446-$5.50). With cast taking 
salary cut, engagement may ex- 
tend another month or so; prob- 
ably sealed too high originally: 
last week about $16,000, compara- 
tively small money. 

“Take the Air,” Karl Carroll (23d 
week) (M-998-$4.40). New loca- 
tion counted on to carry engage- 
ment into summer; business last 
week estimated over $15,600. 

“The Bachelcr Father,” Belasco (9th 
week) (C-1,000-$3.85). Will easily 
span summer and probably extend 
Well into new season; consistently 
over $20,000, rates among very 
best of non-musicals, 

“The Breaks,” Klaw. Taken off Sat- 
urday at conclusion of first week; 
appeared to have no chance, 

“The Golden Age,” Longacre (1st 
week) (CD-1,019-$3.30). Presented 
by John Turk; authored by Les- 
ter Lonergan and Charlton An- 
drews; opened Tuesday. 

“The Golden Dawn,” Hammerstein's 
(23d week) (O-1,265-$5.50). Going 
off after one week more; business 
little better than an even break, 
with claimed gross of $19,000 re- 
cently: house will show special 
pictures. 

“The Ladder,” Cort (Sist week) 
(D-1,094), Magnate backer threat- 
ens to keep his freak going 
through another summer; tickets 
still given away. 

“The Madcap,” Casino (13th week) 
(M-1,447-$4.40). Final week; go- 
ing to road again; opened at 
Royale, then moved here and cut 
rated; around $12,000 last week. 


“The Merry Malones,” Erlanger 
(return) (3d week) (M-1,500- 
$3.85). Final week: repeat date 


after successful Philadelphia en- 
gagement under expectations; will 
not be sent out again until fall. 
“The Mystery Man,” Bayes. Closed 
suddenly Saturday; “The Roy 
Friend" probably next attraction: 
rated around $4,000 and less late- 


ly; “Mystery Man” played 13 
weeks, light trade 

“The Queen’s Husband,” Playhouse 
(14th week) (C-870-$3.85). An- 
other two or three weeks, which 
will give show fairly good run 
rating; never exceptional: last 


week bit over $7,000. 

“The Royal Family,” Selwyn (18th 
week) (C - 1,067 - $3.85). Non- 
musical leader slipped somewhat 


last week, but got top money at 
over $21,000; among the hot 
weather holdovers. 


“The Scarlet Fox,” 
week) (D-700-$3.30). 
stairs very good; 
rate coupons for 
may be refle« 
ness, as here: 


Masque (5th 
Trade down- 
profusion of cut 
flock of 


shows 


making money at 


| “The Shannons of Broadway,” Mar- 


tin Beck (31st week) (C-1.198- 
$3.30) Around $7,600 last week; 
said to be profitable hoth wavs 
but further drop will end run. _ 
“The Silent House,” Morosco (12th 


ek) (D - 893 - $3.30). Mystery 
thriller exeeption to rule concern- 

; imported English plays; to 

date drew good money; last week 

dropped to $12,500. 

“The Skull,” Forrest (1st week) 
(1)-1,9015-$3.30), Presented by Lew 
Cantor; mystery play entrant 
written by Bernard J. McOwen 
and Harry FE. Humphrey; opened 
Monday. 

‘The Three Musketeers,” Lyric (7th 
week) (M-1.395-$6.60). One of 
musical leaders: big agency de- 
mand, with capacity for all per- 
formances; gross around $43,000. 

“The Trial of Mary Dugan,” Na- 
tional (32d week) (D-1,164-$3.85). 
stand-out meller, big 
money maker here and abroad: 
not capacity. but very good at 
ahout $16,000. 

“Whispering Friends,” Hudson (10th 


week) (C - 1,094 - $3.30). Making 
some money around $9,000 weekly 
average: Cohan’s new comedy, 


ed in baleony weak- } 


An extra matinee, Patriot's Day, 
April 19, brought legitimate grosses 
up this week and business through- 
jout was fairly good. “Porgy,” the 
Theatre Guild production at the 
Hollis Street, cleaned up $22,000 for 
its second and last week, making the 
two week's total $45,000. For the 
first time this season business at the 
Hollis has been high. 

Last week returns sure to guar- 
antee an eight-weeks’ season of 
Guild productions annually at the 
Hollis, were sufficient to fill the 
house on the next visit of the Guild. 
Mrs. Fiske and Otis Skinner came in 
Monday with “The Merry Wives of 
Windsor,” for a two weeks’ stay. 
Eva LeGallienne and her Civic Rep- 
ertory come to Hollis May 21. 

Jewett Repertory Theatre of Bos- 
ton closes its season this week with 
“The Marquise.” Blanche Yurka in 
“The Squall’ replaced “Chicago” at 
the Plymouth Monday evening. 
“Here's Howe,” at the Shubert, will 
be followed next Monday by Mitzi 
in “Madcap.” Holbrook Blinn has 
been booked into the Wilbur for next 
Monday, one week stand, to follow 
“The Silver Cord.” 

“Good News,” at the Majestic, 
continues to sit on the top of the 
world and with the extra matinee 
last week reached a $30,000 gross. 
Show seems to be in for the sum- 
mer. “Hit the Deck,” playing the 
Tremont, is still down in comparison 
and the two weeks’ notice is out. 
Gross last week was $22,000. The 
new musical at the Shubert (“And 
Ilowe,” in Philly changed to “Heres 
Howe” in Boston) did $21,000 for the 
first week in the Hub with the extra 
matinee. It cut into “Hit the Deck” 
rather than “Good News.” 

“Chicago” finished two weeks at 
the Plymouth which were not so 
good. Laura Hope Crews in “The 
Silver Cord,” playing the Wilbur, 
found business slim at $10,000 for 
first week. “King of Kings” (pic- 
ture), return engagement at the 


Colonial, turned in $9,000 and stays 


at about that figure. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Here’s Howe!” Shubert (second 
week). Opened in Phila under title 
“And Howe!” Held up well in first 
week without much advance tooting. 
Gross of $21,000. 

“The Silver Cord,” Wilbur (second 
week). Just a fair start. Closing 
this week and “The Play’s the 
Thing,” which did two weeks in 
Plymouth*earlier in season, to fol- 
low. Gross $10,000. 

“Good News,” Majestic (sixth 
week). Up as high as Lindbergh 
and never drops, with the holiday 
biz gross $30,000. 

“The Squall,’ ‘Plymouth (first 
week). “Chicago” finished two 
weeks of slow business. Failed to 
click. Last gross $11,000. 

“Hit the Deck,” Tremont (seventh 
week). Making money but failed to 
stay up at the high figure; two weeks 
to go. Gross $22,000. 

“King of Kings” (Colonial) (pic- 
ture), $9,000 in second week. 

“The Merry Wives of Windsor,” 
Hollis (first week). “Porgy” hit a 
high pace for two weeks; last gross 
$22,000. 

Coming attractions: April 30, “The 
Madeap,” Shubert; “The Play's the 
Thing,” Wilbur; May 7, George Ar- 
liss in “The Merchant of Venice,” 
Plymouth; “Rio Rita,” Colonial; 
“Hurry Kane,” Tremont; Irene Bor- 
doni in “Paris,” Wilbur; May 21, 
LeGallienne Repertory, Hollis. 


Cohan Play on Show Boat 


“45 Minutes from Broadway,” the 
George M. Cohan play, has opened 
as a show boat attraction. Billy 
Bryant, of the Four Bryants, has 
the rights to the play. 

The show boat tour starts at 
Monongahela and ends at New 
Orleans. 


Pep Up “Models” 


Chicago, April 24. 
Le Roy Prinz, local producer, has 
been signed by J. J. Shubert to 
| produce four new numbers for the 
| “Artists and Models” show playing 
ihere at the Four Cohansg theatre. 


“Fast Company,” 
next month, 

Outside Times Sq—Little—Special 

“The Waltz of the Dogs,” Cherry 

Lane; opens Wednesday (April 

25). 

“The Outsider,” Ambassador; revi- 
val; estimated at $7,000 last 
week. 

“The Piay’s the Thing,” Empire; 
repeat; final week; “The Happy 
Husband” due next month, 

“Beggars’ Opera,” 48th Street; re- 


may follow in 


vival. 
“Him,” Provincetown Playhouse; 
highbrow. 


“The Ivory Door,” Charles Hopkins; 
still playing extra matinees, 

“Twelve Thousand,” Garrick. 

“Ten Nights in a Barroom,” Wal- 
lack’s. 

“Marriage on Approval,” Totten. 

“The Father,” failed to open at the 
Eltinge last week; off. 

Civic Repertory, 14th Street; reper- 
to 


Laboratory, repertors. 


way—the curtain goes up and 
Otto Kahn sits down. 


SHUBERTS ON INDECENCY 


(Continued .ron. page 1) 


to Mr. Banton on the phone, ac- 
cording to the District Attorney, in- 
forming him of their opinion on “In- 
terlude,” but when he asked each 
if they had seen the play, each re- 
plied they had not. 

Monday of this week the District 
Attorney received a letter from 
Klein, containing his protest in 
writing. 

The District Attorney stated yes- 
terday he had made formal a note 
of the complaint and advised the 
Police Commissioner of it but did 
not believe the protest had been 
made in good faith. He would dele- 
gate a representative to view the 
Guild's sensational hit, written by 
Eugene O'Neill, Mr. Banton added. 

That a Broadway producer would 
complain against a competing show 
with the presumed purpose of hav- 
ing it closed, and that the Shubegts 
were the only ones known to have 
done it, astounded professional 
Broadway. 

Unusual 

No complaints have been heard 
against “Strange Interlude.” It 
has an unusualness about. the 
production, of nine acts, running 
from 6:30 to 11:30 p. m., with an 
hour's intermission at 8 o’clock for 
dinner, that would bring sharp re- 
proof had anyone of fastidiousness 
seen anything in the performance to 
justify a complaint. 

That the Shuberts could secure 
no one of standing to make the 
complaint they had to make them- 
selves, without having seen the 
piece, could be the play’s vindica- 
tion, did it have to vindicate itself. 

Shubert “Dirt” Shows 

Following are a few of the Shu- 


bert produced shows immediately 
placed when shown in what is 
known as the “dirt’’ class: 


“Red Blinds.” Stopped by police 
in Newark, N. J., and again stopped 
by cops in New Haven. Flopped in 
New York. 

“The Pear! of Great Price.” Also 
flop; used raw copy in tabloid ads; 
on stage debauchery was depicted; 
one scene a house of prostitution. 

“New York Exchange”; Shuberts 
reported to have bought in on this 
when it was described as “the male 
captive”; flop also. 

“Great Temptations,” Winter 
Garden revue; ordered to dress up 
girls and make cuts by police in 
dirt campaign two seasons ago; 
first time completely nude women 
shown on stage, mostly with backs 
to audience, 

“Maya.” Shuberts concerned 
themselves in attempting to pro- 
long engagement and with that play 
reported financed by them; ordered 
closed by District Attorney this 
season; same house had “A Good 
Bad Woman” which started a dirt 
campaign that included “Tempta- 
tions.” 

“Artists and Models.” First time 
at Shubert theatre; opening night 
had half a dozen show girls with 
breasts completely exposed; second 
night box office was mobbed; from 
that a wave of censorship spread 
over country. 

Explanation 

It is reported that the District 
Attorney’s office has a report on 
“The Strange Interlude,” given by a 
newspaper man, which eulogizes it. 

The customary explanation heard 
of the Shuberts’ present attitude 
toward the Theatre Guild is that 
the Shuberts failed to secure the 
Guild’s plays for routing next sea- 
son, the Guild placing them instead 
with Erlanger. The Guild had first 
negotiated with Lee Shubert for 
next -season’s routes, but through 
Lee's diliatoriness and Erlanger’s 
ready acceptance, the Guild made 
the Erlanger contract, 

It was reported at the time that 
Lee was furious over the loss of 
the Guild productions for the road, 
and became further excited, ac- 
cofding to the story, when criti- 
cized by the bankers behind the 
Shuberts for having lost them. 


FRANK CURRIER ILL 
Los Angeles, April 24 
Frank Currier, veteran stage and 
screen star, is critically ill from 
blood poisoning developed from a 
minor injury to his finger a fort- 
night ago. A transfusion of blood 
was performed with no marked re- 


sults. Mr. Currier is under eon- 
te 


Porsy’s’ $22,000, Bostoa,| 


Season to Go Late 


Philadelphia, April 24. 

Three weeks ago it looked certain 
that Philly would have a very early 
season. Now it is set that seven of 
the eight legitimate houses will be 
open on May 20, and it looks as if 
at least five of them will hold over 
to June. 

What's more, late bookings are of 
a decidedly pretentious nature, not 
the inconsequential tryouts usual for 
this time of year. 

Here's the impcrtant part of the 
lineup: “In Abraham's Bosom,” by 
Paul Green; John Galsworthy's 
“Escape”; Walter Hampden in “Ca- 
ponsacchi,” “An Enemy of the Peo- 


ple’ and “Hamlet”; the Theatre 
Guild's “Porgy,” and Eva Le Gal- 
lienne in “The Good Hope,” “La Lo- 
candiera” and “Hedda Gabler.” And 
all these within four weeks! 

Last week’s grosses were only or- 
dinary, although most shows man- 
aged to slip out of the absclute flop 
class. 

The Mask and Wig's tuth annual 
show, “Taranteda,” got atout $28,- 
500 in its second week at the Er- 
langer, giving them a couple of 
notches under $60,000 on the two 
weeks, not as good a showing as 
that of the last four seasons. “Ta- 
rantella” led the town in gross. 

Runner-up was “The Desert 
Song,” which got around £25,590. 
Attendance has slipped of late, but 
not enough so far to cause curtail- 
ing the run. It would not be sur- 
prising, in a couple of weeks, to see 
the Romberg operetta move down to 
the Chestnut. 

Irene Bordoni’s “Paris” is an- 
nouncing its last two weeks at the 
Lyric, and business is still excellent. 
There is no doubt but that the piece 
could have stavedl here unul June 1, 
but the management figured that 
date would be too late for a Boston 
opening, and they are anxious to get 
an extended anyagement in the New 
England center. 

At the Adelphi the two additional 
matinees of “Paolo and Francesca” 
substantially aided in building up 
the weekly figure of “The Road to 
Rome,” which is decidedly off here 
now. The “Paolo” matinees again 
grossed over $4,000 between them 
(which was solid capacity), and 
“The Road to Rome” in its eight 
regular performances got around 
$11,000. The latter is in its last two 
weeks here. 

“Jimmie’s Women,’ which came 
into the Broad, worke1 the two-for- 
one racket to great effect and re- 
ported a profitable week, with better 
than $9,000 claimed. “Babes in the 
Wood,” while not by any means a 
real hit, was the best bet the Gar- 
rick has had in six weeks, and got 
$7,000 in its getaway week. “The 
Squall” was a bloomer and should 
have gotten out after two weeks, 
Got around $6,000 at the Walnut 
last week. 

Sir Harry Lauder played to his 
usual good attendance, although the 
actual gross at the Chestnut was not 
as Lig as last year at the Walnut 
Two extra matinees were given. 

This week has four openings, but 
only one is a new show. “Rio Rita” 
Starts a return engagement, this 
time at the Erlanger; “Oh Kay” 
comes back, with a new cast, this 
time to the Chestnut; film “Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin” begins a two weeks’ 
stay at the Garrick, and John Gals- 
worthy’s “Escape,” with Leslie How- 
ard, is the Walaut hooking. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Jimmie’s Women” (Broad, 24 
week). Farce has used two-for-one 
with real success and claimed high 
satisfaction with around $9,000. “In 
Abraham’s Bosom” next week, and 
then Le Gallienne. 

“The Desert Song” (Shubert, 6th 


week). Romberg operetta off from 
opening pace, but still profitable 
Last week, $25,500. Nothing an- 


nounced to follow and, with New 
Forrest opening, likely that Shubert 
will close at end of this run. 

“Uncle Tom’s Cabin” (film) (Gar- 
rick, Ist week). Heavily papering 
for opening. In for only two weeks. 
“Babes in the Wood” reported 
around $7,000 last week. 

“Paris” (Lyric, 6th week). Tenth 
week in Philly and still a real win- 
ner. Eased off to $16,000 last week, 
and that’s still 5. k. Last two weeks, 

“The Road to Rome” (Adeciph!i, 6th 
week). Has slipped decidedly, with 
only $11,000 last week, but two more 
special matinees of “Paolo and 
Francesca” got capacity, $4,250 in 
all, and that saved the day. 

“Rio Rita” (Erlancer, ist week). 
Playing a two weeks’ retura and 
shows fair promise. “Tarantella,” 
Mask and Wig trhow, got around 
$28.500 last week. 

“Oh Kay” (Chestnut, Ist week). 
Also a return engacement, but in 
this case with an entirely new cast. 
Harry Lauder fared well last week. 

“Escape” (Walnut, Ist week). 
Galsworthy play in for two weeks. 
with nothing, so far, announced to 
follow. “The Squall” miserable 
week with $6,000. 
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This shew can thank the capacity M4 t 
| ] P.A. for 2 Dark Shows dropping several eXtra thousand Minneapolis, April 24, 
dellars in its box office. Legitimate houses were hurt by 
| “Love Call” (Olympic, Ist week). | strong movie and vaudeville com- 
The only two colored musi- : tther and the grippe 
cal shows Yew York e } ce JUSINESS, | was off. 
the | *Chauve-Souris” came and left un- ‘Broadway, oifered by iirst- 
eatres side by side and have appreciated except by the connois- |rate company, @id = only around 


Many Houses Go Dark on Broadway — “Royal 


Family,” $21,000; 


“Bachelor Father,” $20,500 


Broadway is approaching the end 
of what is conceded to be a negli- 
gible season, one which has had a 
continuous string of dark houses. 
There will be some measure of ac- 
tivity during the summer through 
the weight of the stand-out attrac- 
tions, but the revue outlook is 
slimmer than heretofore and the 
current musical successes, princi- 
pally those of comparatively recent 
origin, are expected to corral] the 
bulk of the business. 

The spring has been unproductive 
of anything like real hits in the 
dramatic line. <As to box office 
trade, there has been a steady de- 
cline, hardly interrupted. by the 
Easter holidays. Last week busi- 
ness slumped sharply even with the 
coolish weather. That is another 
indication that the legit theatres are 
under the pall of a bargain ticket 
storm. Attractions faring well on 
the lower floor, which ordinarily 
would secure baleony support, ac- 
count for the weakness in those 


tickets in no other way. 

Last week was a drab one as to 
new productions. Two shows “A 
Lady For a Night” at the 49th 
Street and “The Breaks” at the 
Klaw were taken off after playing 
one week. “Forbidden Roads” won't 
last over-the second week at the 
Liberty. “The Father” never did 
open at the Eltinge, while “Him” in 
the Village turned out to be hope- 
less. “Box Seats” at the Little got 
no better rating than the others. 


Non-Musicals Off 


Though off with the others last 
week “The Royal Family” topped 
the non-musicals at $21,000; “The 
Bachelor Father’ is now a close 
second at over $20,500; “Coquette” 
about $17,000; “Strange Interlude,” 
“Trial of Mary Dugan” and “Dia- 
mond Lil” $16,000; “Burlesque,” 
“Marco Millions’ and “Our Betters” 
$15,000; “Paris Bound’ and “The 
Silent House’ $12,500; The Silver 
Fox” and “Excess Ba¢ eg: age” $10,000; 
“Dracula” $9,000; “Whispering 
Friends” $8,000; “The Queen’s Hus- 
band” $7,500; “Bottled” $5,000. 


“Show Boat” at over $53,000, 
“Three Musketeers’ $43,000 and 
“Rain or Shine” $40,000, were the 


“Rosalie” 
how- 


only unaffected musicals; 
has second rating in gross, 
ever, and although off from Easter 
week got $44,000; “Greenwich Vil- 
lage Follies,” rated over $40,000; 
“Good News” slipped to $34,000; 
“Five O’Clock Girl’ and “Funny 
Face” $28,000; “Manhattan Mary” 
$27,000; “Connecticut Yankee,” $21,- 
500; “Golden Dawn $18,000; 
“Lovely Lady,” “My Maryland,’ 
“Sunny Days,” “Take the Air,” 
$15,000; “The Madcap” $12,000; 
“Keep Shufflin’” $7,500. 

Three repeat attractions are on 
the outgoing list of nine: “The 
Merry Malones” closes at Erlang- 
er’s; “The Play's the Thing” leaves 
the Empire and “Beggar's Opera” 
stops at the 48th Strect, all going 
dark; “Interference” at the 
Lyceum: “The Madcap” Jeaves the 

which gets “My Maryland” 

Jolson’s: The Mystery 
stopped suddenly at the 
Saturday with the 
rs mentioned above. They with 
Roads” the 
“Here's the 
the aetinite 


for next week. 


ends 


Casino 

now at 
Man” 
Bayes 
othe 


last along 
“Forbidden 
closing list. 
Broadhurst 


ecompletes 
at 
1S only 


18 Agency Buys 
attractions’ 


Several buys expired 
ast Saturday, but the tetal remains 
The “Strange Interlude” fin- } 


ally went on as a buy, while one of 


same, 


the current week’s additions is 
‘Present Arms,” accepted prior to 
the premiere, The jist: “Punny | 


hace” (Alvin), “Manhattan Mary” 
Apollo), “The Bachelor Father” 
Belaseo), “Good News” (Chanin’s | 


46th St.), “Rain or Snine”’ «Geo. M 
; chan), “Our Better” (Henry Mil- 
‘rs), “Strange Interlude” (John 


olden), “Present Arms” (Mans- 
Neld), ~The Three Musketeers” 
(Lyric), “The Searlet Fox” 
‘Masque), “Coquette” (Maxine El- 
het). “The Silent House” «Moroscy), 
Rosalie’ (New Amsterdam). “Dia- 
mong Lil” (Royale), “The Royal 


Family” (Selwyn), “A Connecticut 
Yankee” (Vanderbilt), “The Green- 
wich Village Follies” (Winter Gar- 
den), “Show Boat” (Ziegfeld). 
Bargain Tickets 

There were 28 shows in cut rates 
early this week. Both of Monday’s 
arrivals were on sale there. The 
list: “My Maryland” (Jolson), 
“Take the Air” (Carroll), “Lovely 
Lady” (Harris), “The Madcap” 
(Casino), “Sunny Days” (Imperial), 
“Keep Shufflin’” (Eltinge), “Golden 
Dawn” (Hammerstein's), “The Beg- 
gar’s Opera” (48th St.), “The Five 
O’Clock Girl’ (Shubert), “The 
Merry Malones” (Erlanger’s), “Kid- 
ding Kidders” (Bijou), ‘“‘The Skull” 
(Forrest), “The Shannons of Broad- 
way” (Martin Beck), “The Ivory 
Door” (Hopkins), “The Queen's 
Husband” (Playhouse), ‘“Whisper- 
ing Friends” (Hudson),. “Excess 
Baggage” (Ritz), “Twelve Thou- 
sand” (Garrick), “The Play’s the 
Thing” (Empire), “Bottled” (Booth), 
“Marriage on Approval” (Edyth 
Totten), “Interference” (Lyceum), 
“Dracula” (Fulton), “Ten Nights in 
a Bar Room” (Wallack), “The Out- 
sider’ (Ambassador), “Burlesque” 
(Plymouth), “Box Seats” (Little), 
“Forbidden Roads” (Liberty). 


UNLICENSED TICKET 
BROKERS PINCHED 


Two arrests were made Monday 
night by District Attorney Banton’'s 
office on complaints from the Sec- 
retary of State in Albany of al- 
leged violations of the new ticket 
agency law requiring that brokers 
have licenses. 

James J. Drew, of Bascomb’s, 
Inc., and David Warfield, of 212 
West 42d street, were arrested on 
charges of operating without a 
license and were released on $500 
bail each for hearing on May 2. 

Both agencies applied for licenses 
under the new law and were re- 


fused. 
L. A. Grosses 


Los Angeles, April 24. 
“The Racket,” in first week at the 
Belasco led the town with mild re- 


turns of an estimated $11,500. Show 
looks like a hit with press raves 


about the original New York cast. 
First full week of “From Hell 
Came a Lady” at the Hollywood 
Playhouse showed surprisingly good 
returns of around $9,200, while 
“Blossom Bride,” in fourth and final 
week at the Mason hit below $8,000. 
At the Figuaro Playhouse “Excess 
Baggage” fell under $6,000 in its 
eighth week. ‘New Brooms,” sec- 
ond week at the El Capitan, about 
$5,700 and “A Single Man,” fifth and 
final week at the Vine Street, ap- 
proximately $4,500. 
“The Marquise” got nearly $4,000 
second and final weck at the 
“Women Go on Forever,” 


in 
Morosco: 


less than $3,000. 
Frisco Grosses 
San Franeciseo, April 24. 
There were only four legit offer- 


all tared 
LD sert 
“run” 
pacit 


‘ 
a 


ings in town last week and 
well. Curran, housing “The 
So broke all ds for 
attractions and its virtually ca 
at every show. built 
over the opening wee k and 
sutfic iently to any 
}Henry Duffy launched “The Babs 
lCyelone” at his President and g 
away to a nice start, while at the 
| Aleazar, Duffy's other attractio 
i“Take My Advice’ continued 
lclick in its third week. 

| Capitol went dark following 
| 


r 
ns, . 


Geary 


erossed 


avoid 


Mon- 
day night performance of the Ala- 
bama Minstrels, first week ha 
been a financial § failure. Com- 
| munity Playhouse was dark, with 
Green Street dark up to Friday, 
}when “Married Virgin’ opened 
lq repeat engagement. 

| Estimates for Last Week 


for 


Curran—''The Desert Song.” Sixth 
strong around $28,000, 
advance 


remaining 


at 


for 


'week 


Strong nve 


weeks, 


Geary—‘‘Interference.” Plenty of 
| boosting and business touok a 
| jump second week. Better than 
1 $9,000, 
Alcazar—‘Tuke My Advice.” Ge 
idraw. Third week reached $6,000. 
President—"The Paby Cyclone. 
‘Opening week augurs weil for thi 
farce. Crea a lot of favorab! 
talk. Ciose to $5,500. 


ting 


Ving | 


| 


{ 


| 


the same press agent. 

“Keep Shufflin’” moves into 
the Eltinge and “Black Birds” 
comes into the Liberty. Through 
Arthur Kober, Sidney Skolsky 


got the job of publicity man 
for The Ambassadeurs nite 
club, not knowing that Lew 


Leslie's colored performers were 
going into a show. 

When the Ambassadeurs re- 
vue went into “Black Birds,” 


Skolsky went along as their 
press agent, Then the pro- 
ducer of “Keep Shufflin'” of- 


fered him the job as press agent 
for that show. 


The two shows, which are 
natural competitors, cant be 
played against each other. 


Skolsky is up a tree and must 
plug both. He tells each of 
the producers the other colored 
show is sure to close. 


Ray Beating Eddie 
In Chi by $3,000; 
3 Notable Flops 


Chicago, April 24. | 
An unforeseen situation in the 


| tocal loop legit is the victory of the 


Ray Dooley show over th» Eddie 
Dowling show. Big things were ex- 
pected of Dowling; what ‘Ray Dooley 
in “Sidewalks of New York’ would 
do was anybody’s guess. Well, Chi- 
cago liked “Sidewall’’,” while th: 
Dowling show, “Honeymoon Lane,” 
never started. “Sidewalks” 
raised its total last week and con- 
tinues indefinitely, while “Honey- 
moon Lane” moves on. 

“Baby Cyclone” is getting plenty 
of word-of-mouth advertising by the 
people that can be tempted to go 
out of the beaten path down as fur 
as the Blackstone. It’s easy enough 
to say that the customers will xo 
wherever the show is, but you can’t 
put too heavy a burden on a grow- 
ing child. “Cyclone” in the loop 
would have stayed 12 to 16 weeks tuo 
important money. At its present 
house, the Blackstone, probably six 
weeks to fair money. “Excess Bag- 
gage”. was almost crucified the same 
way. 

Three notable flops in the last 
week. “Fly-by-Night,” “The Great 
Necker” and “Chauve-Souris.”’ 
VYothing on the legit horizon to cause 
anyone any worry, although there is 
the smart guessers outside of its 
reason to beliéve that “Rio Rita” is 
being rushed into the Erlanger. This 
would be perfect for both house and 
show, and cause other musical shows 
to worry. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Honeymoon Lane” (Erlanger, 5th 
week). Business suffered a slump 
due presumably to competish with 
“Sidewalks of New York.” Engage- 
ment here should serve as a nice 
introduction to Chi for Dowling and 
help him on future dates. Grossed 
around $13,800. 

“Four Walls” (Adelphi, 
Bettered last week’ figure by $2,000, 
grossing $15,006. No spirited buy- 
ing, but may hold out for fair busi- 
ness and limited run. 

“Mikado” (Studebaker, Ist week) 
The “Mikado,” following in on 
“American Opera,” looks for steady 


3d week). 


trade. In last week America Opern 
pulled $13,000. 
“Straight Through the Door” 


(Princess, 6th week). Falling off at 


seur. 


“Baby Cyclone” «Blackstone, 2d 
week). Seems set for a nice run 


and steady business. Struck $10,000 
this week, which is good money for 
this show in the Blackstone. 

“Artists and Models” (Cohan’'s 
Grand, 3d week). Holding on at 
$30,000. Got off to a very poor 
Start, but hitting its stride, popular 
names like Belle Baker, Jacek Pear} 
and Jack Osterman with the A. & M. 
title helping. 


“Desert Song” (Great Northern, 
34th week). Sticking close to the 


$20,000 mark. Close set for May 5, 
but may hold on for an additional 
week or so, at the last minute. <A 
big money-maker for the Great 
Northern. 


EQUITY SUES DE ANGELIS 

Phil DeAngelis is being sued by 
the legal departme: of Equity to 
recover salary claims for members 
appearing in “Savages Under the 
Skin.” It stranded in Cleveland 
several] weeks ago, 

“Savages” was DeAngelis’s first 
flier at legit although having op- 
erated legits over the Columbia 


| burlesque wheel last season which 
aia not come within Equity’s juris- 


“Alimoniacs” Stops 
Providence, April 24. 
“Alimoniacs,” a new play, was 


taken off here at the end of last 


week, for revision. 


the 
‘om 
ina 


$3.01 


Ran 
for 
TI 


an, 


$8,000 
anything but het. 


els,” 


includes 
Osborn, 
author, 
“Colonel's Ladies,” 


Pe 
New York to join the “Good News” 
show, 
LeMaire are producing at the May- 


at the Metropolitan, which is 


‘Chicago,” with Lillian Foster as 
a Bainbridge Players’ guest star, 
proved disappointing from the Shu- 
bert (dramatie stock)  box-ottice 
point of view, getting but $5,000 at 
$1.25 top. Play did not catch on 
strongly with the rank and file of 


theatregoers, 
“The 


Little Spitfire,” presented by 
MeCall-Bridge Players (musical 
edy tab), at the Palace, brought 
bout $4.600. The “French Mode- 

United Wheel burlesque, got 
10 at the Gasety. 


Pemberton’s New Plays 


Brock Pemberton, 
active 
rent season, 
next season with four 

lVirst 


practically in- 
as a legit producer the cur- 
will do a comeback 
plays. 
will be “Goin’ Home," by 
som Rideout. It is now casting 
a summer tryout of two weeks. 
1e remainder of Pemberton’s last 
“The Ledge,” by Paul 
also another by the same 
“With Headlines.” and 
by Fannie Lee, 


Peggy Hope For Coast 
Los Angeles, April 24. 
ggzy Hope ts enroute here from 


Which Sam Salvin and Rufus 
recently 


May 21. Miss Hope 


twent East in a new act with Clar- 
ence Nordstrom, 


only $6,000 despite a $2.75 top. Pre- 
vious week’s $8,000 only moderat: 

“Excess Baggage” (Garrick, 9th 
j}week). Still holding o isily, doing 
$14,000 for the week and in perfect | 
attune with a $15,000 weel 
|age on its first 10 weeks fo 
the smart buessers outside of it 
iown management. 

“Sidewalks of New York” (Wood 
|3d week). Is in the money at 
ltween $16,000 and $17,000 Gettins 
!consistent plugging and favorable 
criticism from the Chicago press 


} 


| Ray Dooley acquiring 


a following of 


| Chicagoans 


| 
| 
| 


“Good News” (Selwyn, 10th 
week). Still the apple of Colonel 
Lill’s optics. Three to four weel 
; sold out in advance. Still heldins 
out at better than $28,000 


“Fly-By-Night” (Cort, 2n week) 
Started out to usual Cort opening: 


no sensation in the tracks of 
Wooden Kimono” at between $7,000 
and $8,000. 

“She’s My Baby” (Illinois, Sth 


Good for the contemplated 
perhaps better. Dropped 


eek). 
ten weeks, 


$2900 below fourth week's figure 
hitting $22,000. Beatrice Lillie ha: 
been taken up by Chicago in & 
rather startling fashion. 

“The Great Necker” 
week). Falling off from alread 
low figure, registering at abou 
one grand under Inst wee: 
Folds up with house going dark 


<> 


SAKS ~ FIFTH AVENUE 


NEw YORK 


NoUNCES 
the inauguration of a New Cfashion Service 
exclusively for the Theatre 
under the direction of 
MARGARET PEMBERTON. 
Ars. Pemberton in association 
with our Cfrench Dressmaking 
and Designing department will 
devote herself to the planning 


and assembling of costumes for 


modern plays 


r 


ase. 


Phone: Plaza 
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THE SKULL Tolman, man with a dual personal- 
itv, but an odious fellow at best. C. 

Mystery play in three acts vy ern. | W. Van Voorhis played the profes- 
and J. and Harey Humphrey.) sor, appearing devilish for the most 
Lew Cantor, siaged) Hort and sporting a cape a la “Dra- 
Anna Maxon..... Carola Parson | Cla." Harold De Becker handled a 
Marv Harris... Camilla Crume} Sinister hunchback excellently. 
Dorothy nifred Bary | Hurry Nelson as Jerry and Syd- 
W. Van ney. Riggs the reporter played 
Rob Sydney Riggs| Well. enough, the latter being as- 
Jerry Brownell. ......0c.s0s0 tiarry Nelson! Signed to what comedy there was. 
Capt. Vernon Allenby..Reginald Carrington | Reginald Carrington was the de- 
Harry Alsing......e0cess Harold De Becker tective, while Winifred Barry a 

shapely blonde was Dorothy. 

“The Skull” is another mystery “The Skull” would have had a 
play. Not a few have been on] better chance had it been devised 
Broadway this seuson and _ noi] With a change of pace. It is a sus- 


long ago this same Forrest offered 


one of those things which seemed 
to be among the shiveriest, yet it 
didn’t last. The new so-called 


thriller has the accepted ingredients 
that incite the creepy spine, espe- 
cially among the temmes. [It lets 
down after the first act and its fail- 
ure to provide laughter places “The 
skull’ among the field. 

Lew Cantor, vaudeville producer 
Whe occasionally dabbles in legit 
production, produced the new mel- 
er, Which is a much better try 
han his attempt earlier in the sea- 
on. Irving Ceaser is in, but not 
‘is brother Arthur, whose only in- 
erest were a couple of Annies for 
the first night. Rube Bernstein is 
said to have taken a piece of Irv- 
ing’s piece. Another Friar was of- 
fered a 5 per cent bit, too, but 
hadn't made up his mind at the first 
act curtain. 


Spiritualism, bats in the belfry 


with human skulls, international 
crook posing as a detective, lost 
cask of jewels, voices from the 


dead, ethereal organ playing and so 
forth make up the hocus-pocus that 
is “The Skull.” It all takes place 
within a deserted church. Doors 
open at the wave of a hand and 
close with a bang. Lights go on 
and off, wind how!s when there is 
no dialog, man is killed, but comes 
to life and there is a good assort- 
ment of screams off stage and back 


stage. 
The setting is excellent and the 
acting rather good in its line. 


Allan Davis did very well as Steve 


and His 


Brunswick 
Recording Orchestra 


NOW WITH 


“GOOD NEWS” 


Selwyn Theatre, Chicago 


Players in Legitimate Directory 


JACK FORESTER 
CAS INO DE PARIS 
PARIS 


JEANETTE 


MACDONALD 


STARRING IN 
“SUNNY DAYS” 
IMPERIAL, NEW YORK 


MARIE SAXON 


CARE VARIETY, NEW YORK 


BUDDY WATTLES 


LEADING ROLE IN 
“HIT THE DECK” 


MAJESTIC THEATRE, LOS ANGELUS 
INDEFINITELY 


tained attempt to thrill, one which 
pals. Figured to be a cut-rater 
and doubtful of lasting. Ibee. 


BOX SEATS 


Melodrama in three acts, presented by) 
Gordon M, Leland. At the Little Thea- 
tre, April 19. Written and staged by Ed- 


ward Massey. 

Hazel LAWFORCO. 4.Joan Storm 
Jim Larkin..... Frederick B. Manatt 
Myrtle Dugan...... ees Jane Barry 
Noah N. Price 
Doc Blake...... . George W. Barbier 
Mrs. ‘El izabeth Patterson 


Lawrence Leslie 
Mi mnty Slocum. -Paul Guilfoyle 
Joe Stanwood... Harold Elliott 
Martha ama Thrower 


Conceived and executed with 
luldlike innocence of dramatic 

netruction and presented with a 
complete disregard for human in- 
velest possinilities the producers at- 
wempt to sell a series of disconnect- 
ed incidents as a full-length play. 
ihe result is that the cart will 
srobably back up to the stage en- 
cance within a couple of weeks. 

It's another of those backstage 
plays featuring the well-known 
vroken heart behind the guy ex- 

rior. Here the grief - stricken 
clown, &@ man and a comedy song- 

ress, brave the glare of the foot- 
lights e’en though she has just 
lonrned that the boy whom she had 
allowed to commit excesses was 
making a play for her carefully 
broughtup daughter, 

The story involves a woman of 
apartments who tries to break away 
from the evil path for the sake of 
her daughter and finds herself un- 
able to do so. In her effort to lead 
a clean life she joins a road tab 
show, taking her kid along. 

Monty then makes his bow. He's 
the pampered son of the woman 
who runs the tab show. After mak- 
ing Hazel Lawrence, he decides to 
murry the daughter, Dolly. But Ma 
Lawrence turns thumbs down on 
the proposition because the boy has 
Leen taking “the stuff’ and on ac- 

ount of his having had her. Dolly 
is off Ma on account of the revela- 
tions, but its okey for the third act, 
with the tab show vocalist a Zieg- 
‘old star. 

There are times when the players 
ure overcome by their own emo- 
tions. At period practically 
‘veryone on the stage is in the grip 
». an unknown fear, not unmingled 
with tears, but to the mob out front 


it didn't make any difference. 
sadly written and poorly acted. 
the exception of the roles 


George W. Barbier and 
Patterson. A foolish at- 
szuise dirt as drama, yet 


by 
Mlizabeth 


| I 
iwith 
| 
to di 


i;there are elements in story 
|} which eould make a play if proner- 
liv handled Mori. 

| 

Provincetown Playhouse subscription pre 
duction in three acts and 21 scenes by E. 
iS. Cumimiogs, Staged by James Light and 


Viehman; Eugene 
Opened April 
includes Erine O' Brien-Moore, 
Johnstone, Lawrence Bolton, 
Della Mounts, Sara Floyd, Virginia Rose 
Stanley Zipser, George Bratt, Louise Brad- 
ley, Hemsley Wintield, Philip Frank, Jack 
Daniels, Goldye Steiner, Christine Cooper, 
Henry Rosenberg, Kvelyn Hill, Ida Ismena, 


Theodore 

Fitsch 
long cast 

William S$. 


seltings by 
18 


Adele Gilbert, Lionel J. Stander, Herbert 
T. Bergman, Morton Russell, Leo Francis 
Ruttle Alice Swanson, Arthur William 
Row, Kdith Frisbie, Marion Johnson. Ora 
addon, George Spelvin, Mary Jones, 
Madeleine Ray. 

“Him” is the most incoherent 
play ever mounted. Under the 
fmantle of hobomehian art, the 
Provincetowners are getting away 


with murder at their converted 


Macdougal street stable theatre. 


The tip-off on the program sums 
lit up as follows: 

| Warning-——"Him”’ isn’t a comedy 
lor a tragedy or a farce or a melo- 
ja ‘ana or a revue or an operetta or 
ts moving picture or any other con- 
|} venient excuse for “going to the 
|} theatre’—in fact, it’s a PLAY, so 
let it PLAY: and because you are 
here, let it PLAY with you. Let it 
} dart off and beckon to you from 
the distance, let it tiptoe back and 
jShap its fingers under your nose, 


let it sweep up at you from below 


| or pounce down on you from above, 
let it 


ereep cautiously behind you 

nd tap vou on the back of the 
jheck, let it go all around and over 
und ler you aud inside you and 
hrous you. telax, and give this 
PT, AY a chance to strut its stuff— 
frelax, don’t Worry because it's not 
llike something else—relax. stop 
| wondering what it’s all “about"— 
strange and = familiar 


things, Life this PLAY 
jisn’t “about.” it simply is. Don't 
‘tiv to despise it, let it try to 


| 


despise you. Don't Try to enjuy it, 
let it try to enjoy you. Don't try 
to understand it, let it try to under- 
stand you.” 

All right, set ‘em up in the other 
alley. Have another? Prohibition 
is better than no likker a-tall, Vo- 
do-de-o, 

Drag 
yourself around 
nights in a far room, 
sing-high. 

A place on a bor-room table. Sing 
‘em sister. Toss the torso bebby. 

“Ireland moost be Havven cuz my 
Memmy came frum thare.” 

Put ‘em all together, they spell 
“Bim.” Abel, 


PLAYS OUT OF TOWN 
From Came a Lady 


Los Angeles, April 16. 
Hollywood Playhouse presents George 
Scarburvugh’s comedy, ‘‘*rom Hell Came 
a@ lady.’’ in three acts and six scenes. 
Based on story by Lois Leeson and Jaime 


the body over and wrap 
this poison. Yen 
Whisper-low; 


bel Rio. Directed by Joseph Schildkraut 
and Fritz Feld. Opening April 14. 
DOC. MAO Busch 


JAM. T. Shannon 


All Shelion 
Belmore 
Mother Mandelbaum. -May Foster 
Sadie... Gretta Grandstedt 
Charlie, O'Connell 


Passersby on the Boardwalk 


The Hollywood Playhouse, under 
its new regime with Joseph Schild- 
kraut as dir ector general, describes 


itself as “an art theatre for the 
people.” It was, undoubtedly, to 
keep strictly within the limits of 


that phrase that for its first produc- 
tion the organization chose a new 
and distinctly rowdy play, rather 
than a classical work, or one that 
has the more rarefied atmosphere 
usually associated with an art the- 
atre, 

Mr. Schildkraut and his asso- 
ciate director may want to prove 
that a first-rate production, visually 
thoroughly artistic, could be made 
of an unimportant play. They have. 
Others have done it before them 
Unfortunately, that is not enough. 
Scenically perfect, beautifully 
staged, “From Hell Came a Lady” 
is not a good production. It lacks 
good play writing and good acting. 
Based on a film story written by 
Lois Leeson and Jaime Del Rio 
for the latter's wife, Dolores Del 
Rio, it shows its picture origin 
plainly. It is almost a grand, rip- 
roaring melodrama, and with cer- 


tain changes, still could be. The 
idea is interesting and novel. 
Dee, the lady from hell, is a se- 


ductive little dame, employed as a 
Spieler and come-on in an amuse- 
ment park side show. A trip to 
hell. Part of her sptel to the board- 
walk crowds is the promise of a red 

_ kiss to any man who can catch 
er. 

Attracted by her and her promise 
is a big, lumbering fellow, keeper of 
a nearby lighthouse. He has been 
trying for days to catch her and 
claim the kiss. In a moment of irri- 
tation at her manager, with whom 
she is living and who is urging her 
to marry him, she flings a challenge 
to the big fellow, Jim, and says if 
he can catch her, he can have her 
for keeps. 

Jim has a lot of determination, 
but no sense of humor. When he 
catches her inside the place, he 
holds her to her word. Follows a 
magnificent fight between Jim and 
Alf, the boy friend, in which Jim 
is victorious. 


Rest of the play takes place in 
the lighthouse. Jim and Dee are 
married, to the utter disgust of 


Jim's father, a brutish old man who 
insist that girls of her kind never 


£0 straight, and swears to catch 
her deception. There is an impu- 
dent youngster, Jim’s assistant, 


who makes a tentative pass or two, 
but is rebuffed. 

Jim broods over her past, but she 
tells him she wants a baby, and 
that she married him so she could 
have it with a clear conscience. 
During a terrific storm, while her 
husband, unknown to her, is aloft 
in the iighthouse all night, turning 
the light by hand, -the old father, 
alone in the room with her, dies. 
As he is in his death struggle, the 
former lover slips in under cover 
of the storm and the girl faints in 
his arms. His leering expression 
in the general direction of a nearby 
bed indicates that the worst is 
about to happen. 

The final scene is some time later. 
Jim has told his wife that a doetor 
consulted while ashore, says she 
is to be a mother. Both are happy 
until she is seized with a terrifying 
doubt. 

As sne is cursing Alf, he arrives 
at the lighthouse and is told the 
situation. So is the husband, who 
thereupon goes bersek, and threat- 
ens to throw them both to the rocks 


| below. The girl makes Several at- 
tempts to hurl herself from the 


rail to certain death. The whole 
act is built toward this point. 

She finally says, “from hell came 
a lady and back she goes,” dashes 
for the rail, and is called back 
by a suddenly forgiving husband. 

All of which lets the audience 
down tremendously. The curtain 
should fall on the girl’s leap. It 
was orivinally written that wavy and 


changed because the audience 
j}mirht not like it. 
Many svod situations, mostly 


maladroitly managed. It is slow 
and wandering, dissipating its own 
strength. It riins a full 20 min- 
utes too long and is more than a 
little repetitious. 

Miss Busch, as Dee, is very at- 
tractive, has a world of sex appeal, 
but histrionically unequal to the 
part. She plays all the girls’ moods 
in the same tone and that unfor- 
tunately is a strident one. The part 
is a Lenore Ulric one, and hardly 
one that anybody out here could 
hardle better. Harry Shannon, as 
the slow witted heart-of-gold Jim, 
is better, but plays much too slow- 
ly, even for the exigencies of his 
role. Lionel Belmore, as the old 
father, and Jimmie Phillips, as the 
assistant on the lighthouse, give 
fine character performances. Jerome 
Sheldon as Alf is what is known 
as adequate, and the rest of the 
cast pretty bad. 

Despite its deficiencies, the play 
is likely to do business. The title 
and the novelty of the hell scenes 
should bring trace. Beyond that if 
“From Hell Came a Lady” were re- 
written it migh. emerge a corking 
melodrama. With a good cast, 
headed, say by Claudette Colbert, it 
would have a great chance in New 
York. 

Mr. Schildkraut and Mr. Feld de- 
serve much credit for opening cold 


with a show like this one, so de- 


pendent on its mechanical effects, 
and having everything go off per- 
fectly as scheduled. 

High praise goes to Werner Witt- 
kamp, who desigred the sets. They 
show a nice blend of imagination 
and practicality. Production cost 
around $40,000 ane hardly likely 
they will get it back here. 

A g00d chance, however, to re- 
coup on sale of picture rights, which 
should bring a tidy sum. 


Engaged for Guild’s Rep 

Robert Keith, Peg Entwhistle, 
Elizabeth Risdon and George Gaul 
have been engaged by the Theatre 
Guild to appear with the Guild's 
Repertory Company next season, 

Keith appeared for the Guild in 
O'Neill’s “Great God Brown.” Gaul 
also appeared in several Guild pro- 
ductions. 


ACTOR’S FUND MEETING 

The annual meeting of the Acte 
ors’ Fund will be held at the Hud- 
son Theatre, New York City, May 
11. 

Election of officers and trustees 
for the ensuing yeur will be the 
main business of the annual meet- 
ing. 


| om 
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David Belasco presents 


ACHELOR 
FATHER 


By Edward Childs Carpenter 
with 


JUNE WALKER, C. AUBREY 
SMITH, GEOFFREY KERR 


Thea., W. 44th St. Eve. 8:30. 
BELASCO Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 2:30. 
HUDSO Thea., 44 St., E. of B’way. Evs.8: 30 


Matinees WED. and SAT 2:30 
THE FUNNIEST PLAY IN TOWN! 


WHISPERING 
FRIENDS 


Best Farce Cohan Has Ever Written 


“Blithely blood-curdling.” 
--Herald Tribune. 
HORACE LIVERIGHT Presents 
New York’s Newest Shudder 


DRACULA 


THEA., West 46th 

FULTON Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2.30 

Thea., W. 48th St. Evs. 

VANDERBILT 8:30 Mts. W. & S.. 2:30 

THE MUSICAL COMEDY THAT WILL 
LIVE FOREVER! MARK TWAIN’S 


“A Connecticut Yankee” 


Adapted by 
FIELDS, ROGERS and HART 


Jed Harris Production 
THE 


W. 42d St. Evs. 8:30 
SELWYN omits. Wed. & St., 2:30 


Th. B’y & 53 St. Eves. 


’ 
HAMMERSTEIN 8:30. Mts. Wed. & Sat 
Tel. Columbus 8380 


LAST TWO WEEKS 
Arthur Hammerstein’s Musical Play 


“GOLDEN DAWN” 


Libretto by OTTO HARBACH and 
OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN, 2nd 
Music by EMMERICH KALMAN and 
HERBERT STOTHART 


The Theatre Guild Presents——— 


STRANGE INTERLUDE 


VOLPONE 


GUIL Evs. 8:30 


Sat., 2:30 
Week April 30: “MARCO MILLIONS” 


JOE COOK 


“RAIN OR SHINE” 
GEO. COHAN Thes., & 4$d. Eves. 8:50 | 


Wednesday and Saturday. | 


THEA., West 52d. 
Mats. Thurs. & 


IF YOU DON’T 
ADVERTISE IN 
VARIETY 
DON’T ADVERTISE: 


ARTHUR HOPKINS Presents 


ADGE KENNEDY 
in “PARIS BOUND” 


By Philip Barry 


Thea., W. 45th St. 
MUSIC BOX 8:30 


Mats. Wed. and Sat., 2:30 


BURLESQUE” 


A Comedy 
8th MONTH 
PLYMOUTH 


Mats. Thursday and Saturday, 2:30 


THE 


OF BROADWAY 
MARTIN BECK Theatre 


Eves. 8:30. Mats. Wed. and Sat.. 


INA CLAIRE 


in “OUR BETTERS,” with 
CONSTANCE COLLIER 


Thea., 124 W. 43 St, 


HENRY MILLER’S Mats. Thurs. & Sat 
MARK 


TRAN 


B'way at 47th St. 


MILTON SILLS 


in “BURNING DAYLIGHT” 


with DORIS KENYON 
and Spectacular Program 
Don Barclay, Arthur Ball, 
Kovacs and Others 
Extra Performance Nightly, 11:30 
MARK STRAND SYMPHONY ORCH. 


45 St. at 
8th Ave. 


Lily 


William Fox Presents 


‘The Play Girl’ 


Madge Bellamy 


STAEET 
Direction of R¢ ONY with 


“GERSHWIN’S RHAPSODY IN BLUE” 
SPRING STAGE CARNIVAL 


ORCHESTRA—CHORUS—BALLET 
CAST OF STELLAR ARTISTS 


MARION DAVIES 
in “THE PATSY” 


Metro-Golawyn-Mayer Picture 


“VANITY FAIR” 


A Boris Petroff Production 
Featuring WALT ROESNER 
THE CAPITOLIANS 
Capitol Grand Orchestra 
and Other Excellent Entertainers 


APITOL 


5ist St. 


Twice Daily 230-8 
Sundat Mat. at 3 


ROMANCE RUN RIOT! 


See and Tea 
DOLORES Cost ELLO 
in 
“GLORIOUS BETSY" 
With 
Conrad Nagel 
on the 
VITAVPHONE 
Warner Thea., Broadway at 52d St. 
Twice Daily—2:15 and 8:15 
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Royalty Reclassification 


Am. Society's Ranks Deferred 


Pending the copyright legislation 
in Washington, and further action 
and decision on the Vestal bill, the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has tabled 
their internal differences on royalty 
classification indefinitely. 

Jack Yellen’s, E. B. Marks’ and 
the others’ proposed amendments 
have been amicably shelved for the 
time being, until the copyright sit- 
uation which vitally concerns all is 
finally disposed of. 

Meantime, a standard songwriter's 
royalty contract is being formulated. 
A Society’s committee representing 
the popular and production fields 
are at work on a draft of such 
contract, 

For the time being, in determining 
the last rovalty melon, the same 
unit system of classification was 
adhered to and several members 
moved ahead a class in compliance 
with their ratings’ on the charts. 


3,100 Musicians 
In L. A., but Only 
800 in Theatres 


Los Angeles, April 24. 

From an estimate obtained from 
the local Musicians’ Union, there 
are approximately 3,700 musicians 
now in and around Los Angeles. 
The L. A. local, under its jurisdic- 
tion, takes in about 27 towns within 
a radius of 50 miles. 

An average of 800 musicians are 
employed in the theatres all the 
time. Among the 24 studios out 
here, with production normal, there 
are about 400 men used. Some 350 
more find a source of revenue from 
the 50 dance halls In and near Los 
Angeles, at an average of seven 
men to an orchestra. Then the 
hotels, cafes and cafeterias account 
for about 500 more. The 10 radio 
stations employ an average of 14 
men regularly, not counting inci- 
dental engagements, 

During the summer the resorts 
employ an average of 75 musicians. 


Machine Opérator and 


Pianist Temperamental 


Milwaukee, April 24. 

Artistic temperament been 
added to the causes for which di- 
vorce can be obtained in this town. 

A divorce suit was filed by Thelma 
against Alfred Neuendorf, both pro- 
fessionals, she charging incompat- 
ibility. The couple were married 
11 years. 

According to Mrs. Neuendorf, her 
husband, operator at the Regent 
theatre, fought with her and called 
her vile names. She said he earned 
$45 a week. She is pianiste in an or- 
chestra playing at the Plankinton 
hotel and Wisconsin club and earns 
about $50 a week. 

She also charged that she gave her 
husband the money she earned and 
that he called her extravagant when 
she asked for part of it for herself. 
The artistic temperament of both, 
she said, made living together un- 
bearable, 

A divorce was granted the wife 
without alimony. Her husband must 
complete payments on a fur coat, 
grand piano and some other fur- 
hiture, 


Specht’s Demonstration 


The special Columbia Phonograph 
Co. artists program on the WOR 
network tonight (Wednesday) from 
10 to 11 will be featured by a debut 
demonstration of “syncopated quar- 
ter-tone music” played by Paul 
Specht and his orchestra. 

A feature of Specht’s syncopation 
will be a newly invented slide saxo- 
phone, as well as a slide cornet, in- 
cluding a novelty six-string violin 
battery, 


FEIST’S NEW CHI OFFICES 

Feist’s locates its Chicago office 
it 75 West Randolph strect start- 
ing May 1, in the Lindy restaurant 
building, The professional studios 
Will be just underneath the Comedy 
Club, the popular professional ren- 
dezvous in Chicago. 

Feist'’s will have the entire second 
Moor above Lindy’s. 


Freddie Rich Broke by 
Foreign Trip—Bankruptcy 


A total of $11,758 in liabilities and 
no assets attests to the financial 
embarrassment of Freddie Rich, 
Hotel Astor’s orchestra leader, who 
just returned from foreign engage- 
ments in England. The tour had 
much to do with his financial 
troubles, being an artistic success 
but a monetary flop. 

Rich gives his address as the 
Hotel Forrest. 

A sumptuous apartment on 65th 
and 6th avenue incurred most of 
the debts, including a Steinway 
piano worth $1,500 on which $1,200 
is still owing under a mortgage 
contract; $600 victrola with $400 
due; $200 Aeolian radio on which 
$77 is owing; $2,000 order for fur- 
niture at Wanamaker’s with a bal- 
ance of $1,757; $2,100 merchandise 
bill at Saks’ 5th avenue, and other 
tradesmen. 

Kendler & Goldstein, as attorneys 
for Rich, filed the voluntary bank- 
ruptcy petition yesterday. 


“SONORA MARKETING 


Discs Going on Market—Biddle in 
New Corp. 


The Sonora will soon market its 
own recordings and make a bid for 
important public prestige along with 
the big disc companies. 

Formerly talking machine manu- 
facturers exclusively and latterly 
combining their instruments with 
radio receiving sets, Sonora has had 
Walter G. Haenschen in charge of 
its recording laboratories for some 
time. Haenschen left Brunswick as 
recording chief to confine himself 
to conducting of some of radio’s 
best known commercial hours. 
After that he aligned with Sonora. 

The company has Anthony Drexel 
Biddle, Jr., of Philadelphia behind it. 
It is capitalized at $100,000,000. 

The Sonora, coupled with the Paul 
Whiteman impetus to Columbia 
when he joins that concern March 
12, may do much to resuscitate the 
phonograph business, although the 
music publishers have obtained a 
great portion of their income from 
the mechanical source already. 
This accounts for the legislative 
agitation for increased mechanical 
royalty to counterbalance the 
meagreness of sheet music sales. 


Collegians’ Discs Favored? 


Eddie Wittstein and his orches- 
tra, Yale’s official prom dance music 
purveyors, has a string of collegiate 
dates lined up, starting last week 
at Vassar for the Vassar senior 
prom on April 20-21; the fashion- 
able Choate School, Wallingford, 
Conn., May 25-26; the Eclectic 
House, Wesleyan College, May 4-5; 
Charter Club, Princeton, May 4-5 
(another Wittstein unit); Delta Up- 
silon House, Williams College, May 
5 (by a third Wittstein unit on the 
same date); St. Anthony Hall, at 
Yale, May 18-19; Sachem Hall, also 
Yale, the same two days; Yale 
senior prom, June 18; Union Col- 
lege, Schenectady, June 6-7. 

The recording companies are be- 
ginning to favor itinerant attrac- 
tions, particularly those playing at 
campus affairs, on the theory the 
undergraduates, away from home 
and all with portable’ talking 
machines, buy more records com- 
paratively than theatre or hotel 
patrons. The disk recorders ac- 
cordingly are signing up popular 
dance organizations like Wittstein’s 
in favor of some of the permanent 
organizations, Wittstein having 
three recording offers from as many 
companies under consideration. 


ORCHESTRA PLACEMENTS 

Chicago, April 24. 
Recent placements by the Ste- 
vens-With Orchestra service {n- 
clude Charlie Boulanger’s Georgia 
Melodians to the Forest Gables, 
Dayton, O. Gato’s Vagabonds just 
closed a 14-week run at the Swiss 
Gardens, Cincinnati, after a two- 
week road tour through Iowa and 
Minnesota, open at Gull Lake, near 
Battle Creek, Mich. Jack Jonstone 
and his orchestra April 21 went in 
the Congress Hotel Balloon and 


and Pompeian rooms. 


MUSIC. 


VARIETY 


The Road’s Best Band 


Vincent Lopez at the Wood- 
mansten Inn, a Pelham, Bronx, 
roadhouse, has the best dance 
orchestra the road around New 
York has ever heard. It's of 
15 pieces and already has at- 
tracted week night trade. 
That’s something unusual for 
the road at this season, when 
it depends only on week end 
business. 

Woodmansten is said to have 
surprised Joe Pani, its former 
proprietor, who called there 
one night last week when over 
150 guests were in the rear 
room of the Inn. Except on 
Saturdays and Sundays the 
larger place is not yet open. 

Eugene Geiger’ secured 
Woodmansten from Pani, who 
is said to have retained a 15 
per cent. interest in the profits. 
Couvert charge is $1 week days 
and $1.50 week ends, with the 
overhead for the band and 
Frank L. Libuse around $4,000 
weekly. 

Libuse opened there Satur- 
day, doing his dumbbell waiter 
and creating constant laughter. 
Libuse is a natural for the spot 
and for a single turn, the best 
comedian Lopez could have se- 
cured. 

Geiger expects to install a 
swimming pool adjoining the 
Inn building for this summer 
and convert into an ice rink in 
the winter. It will be rather 
an exclusive afternoon pool and 
probably have midnight bath- 
ing. Lopez has started to draw- 
from the fashionable West- 
chester set and the pool is ex- 
pected to be an added attrac- 
tion for them. 


| Disk Reviews 


By Abel 


Annette Hanshaw 


Miss Hanshaw is a new Perfect 
recording artist. Her style of de- 
livery prompted the record com- 
pany getting behind her. She is 
proving a big seller with her re- 
leases of No. 12419, coupling “There 
Must Be a Silver Lining” and “I Just 
Roll Along,” and No. 12411 of “The 
Man I Love,” doing that Gershwin 
ditty in a manner comparable to 
Marion Harris, which is backed up 
with “When You're with Somebody 
Else.” Miss Hanshaw and her 
Sizzlin’ Syncopators make a good 
team for pop song salesmanship. 


Waring’s Pennsylvanians 


Not slated for release until May 
4, this Victor record No. 21308 of 
“Laugh! Clown, Laugh!” should be 
rushed out as a special. The pub- 
lic demand for the ballad is un- 
usually big and the tardiness of the 
mechanicals in marketing is sur- 
prising. 

Fred Fisher’s “Dance of the Blue 
Danube,” a fox-trot “adaptation” of 
the classic Blue Danube Waltz, is 
coupled, also by Waring, and this 
number too has been creating a de- 
mand for itself through instrumen- 
tal performance on the radio and 
generally. Waring does a good job 
with both assignments, It should 
be a best seller. 


Eddie Thomas 


This Columbia recording waltz 
organization, known as Eddie 
Thomas’ Collegians, ts featured on 
an excellent 12-inch disk coupling a 
revival of Mary Earl’s “Beautiful 
Ohio” waltz, with vocal refrains by 
Lewis James and Elliott Shaw, and 
a Victor Herbert Waltz Medley. The 
latter includes “Kiss Me Again,” 
“Ask Her While the Band Is Play- 
ing,” “Toyland” and “Gypsy Love 
Song” and is a musical treat con- 
sidering the nature of the immortal 
Herbert’s compositions. 


Paul Whiteman 

Victor Nos. 21301 and 21304 by the 
Whitemanites are “Coquette” and 
‘Dolly Dimples” on one and “Pa- 
rade of the Wooden Soldiers,” an 
Orthophonic re-recording, and ‘Oh, 
Ya Ya” on the other. Of the first 
couplet, “Dolly Dimples” is a novelty 
piano solo type of “Nola” compo- 
sition. The re-canning of “Wooden 
Soldiers” is an unusually new ar- 
rangement of the novelty composi- 
tion while “Oh, Ya Ya” is of con- 
tinental color and extraction and 
suggesting “Valencia” in motif. 


Eddie Dunstedter 
Brunswick release of organ solos 
of “Among My Souvenirs” and “The 
Desert Song,” well done by Dun- 
stedter, the new Brunswick console 
specialist. 


Nick Lucas 
“The Crooning Troubadour’ in 
No. 3749 and 3773, respectively 
“Keep Sweeping the Cobwebs Off the 
Moon” and “Together” and ‘Without 


6 Best Sellers in I Dull and 
Downward Sheet Music Market 


Forced Vacations for M.C.’s 
Crdered by Frisco Union 


San Francisco, April 24. 

According to a stringent ruling 
adopted by the San _ Francisco 
Musicians Union, stage masters of 
ceremony who also officiate as or- 
chestra leaders will be requested to 
take a week off in every seven. 

The new ruling classes the new 
type of m. ¢c.s as musicians with 
reference to “time off.” But while 
musicians must take one day off in 
seven, directors and m,. ¢.s take a 
full week in every seven. 

Currently Owen Sweeten, of the 
Grenada, is obliged to take a forced 
vacation. 

Aviation Quickies 
vi Quicki 

With the German-Irish aviators 
in the limelight on their western 
transat'antic flight, the-pop song 
output matched the  Lindbergh- 
Elder effusions in number. Shepiro- 
Bernstein has two ditties simul- 
taneously marketed , “Well! The 
Irish and the Germans Got To- 
gether” by Roy Turk and Fred E. 
Ahlert, and “They Landed Over 
Here From Over There” by Tom 
Kennedy and J. O. Donovan. 

Jack Mills has two such ditties 
out, titled “When Birds of a’ Feath- 
er Get Together (They're Bound to 
Come Across)” by Mitchell Parish, 
Billy James and Irving Mills, and 
the “Mitchell Field or Heaven — 
Victory March” composed by an 
uncle of the Bremen’s pilot. 

These songs are primed for re- 
cording purposes and topical quick 
sales primarily, and as such are 
serving their purpose. 


Hostess Gets 10 Days; 
Boy Friend Gets Off 


Charlotte Olezeska, 20, hostess at 
the Winnipeg Club, was sentenced 
to 10 days in the Workhouse in Spe- 
cial Sessions following her convic- 
tion of petty larceny. Fred Gavezel, 
22, said to be the young woman's 
“boy friend,” was freed. 

The couple were arrested two 
weeks ago on the complaint of 
George Jarvis, of 16 East 35th street, 
who claimed the girl had taken an 
engraved cigaret lighter from him 
while he was a guest at the Winni- 
peg Club. She refused to return the 
article although they traveled fromm 
one night club to another during the 
evening. When the hostess refused 
to give it up when they reached her 
home Jarvis notified the potice. 

Detective Charles Kane of Police 
Headquarters searched Miss Olezes- 
ka’s home and in a room occupied 
by Cavezal he found the lighter. 


Guinan’s New People 


Some new people are in the col- 
ored entertaining list of Tommy 
Guinan’s Club Florence on West 
48th street. Florence, the former 
name bearer of the club, has re- 
turned to France, it is said, where 
she will reappear in a nite club. 

Remaining are Kid Sneeze, with 
Alberta, the successor as the lone 
Singer, without billing. Palmer 
Jones is also there, along with the 
Prime Quartet; Nelson Kincaid, 
Brome Desverney, Hugh Walke and 
Juan Harrison. 


ROLFE IN ATLANTIC CITY 

A choice three weeks’ booking is 
B. A. Rolfe’s engagement July 23 
through August 12 at Young’s Mil- 


lion Dollar Pier at a flat sum of 
$10,000 for the three weeks. The 
Artists’ Bureau of the National 
Broadeasting Co. effected the date. 

Rolfe leaves the Palais D’Or for 
the summer as before and will play 
a flock of dance dates which have 


been forthcoming on the strength of 
his radio popularity. 


GENE AUSTIN’S PARTNERS 


Austin, Bloom & Kochler becomes 
Gene Austin, Inc., the Victor re- 
cording artist’s new music publish- 
ing venture. 

Marty Bloom and Ted Koehler 


are associated with Austin, 
You, Swectheart” with “My Ohio 
Hiome,” does melody fox-trot bal- 


lads in familiarly ingratiating style. 

Lucas accompanies himself 
throughout with guitar, violin and 
piano background by William F. 
Wirges also adding to the musical 


setting. 


With industrial conditions natione 
ally off and the aesthetic appurte- 
nances of everyday existence a sec- 
ondary consideration, the musie 
business is undergoing a critical 
slump. 

Songs that are selling are noe 
what they should be and songs that 
should sell ard might ordinarily be 
big sellers are tragic flops. 

Feists “Ramona” is the No. 1 
song of the country, with DeSylva, 
Brown & Henderson's “Together” a 
close second. Berlin, Ine., is doing 
come-back with “Mary Ann,” 
“Sunshine,” “Back in Your Back 
Yard,” “Beloveth" (coming up) and 
Berlin's own “I Can’t Do Without 
You,” which, with “Mary Ann,” are 
among the first six best sellers. 

Feist’s “My Ohio Home” is strong 
and Villa Moret’s “Chloe” another 
good seller. A small firm, Spier & 
Coslow, has a good seller in their 
waltz, “Was It a Dream?” Wit- 
mark’s revival of the classic Victor 
Herbert “Ah! Sweet Mystery of 
Life’ is going strong. 

Harms has “The Man I Love” 
and the “Show Boat” music out- 
standing; DeSylva, Brown & Hen- 
derson’s “Among My Souvenirs” is 
still going well, but easing off, Wa- 
terson’s “Let a Smile Be Your Um- 
brella,” Milton Weil’s “Beautiful” 
and Ager, Yellen & Bornstein’s 
“Dream Kisses” round out the real 
outstanders. 

Breaks With Mechanicals 

The other firms all have repre- 
sentative catalogs and proportion- 
ately good sellers for their size, 
some of the big firms through bulk 
output getting good breaks on me- 
chanicals. This source of revenue 
is getting to be the mainstay of the 
music business. Ostensibly a by- 
product, and so deemefl for many 
years, the mechanicals too often are 
relied on by the music men to keep 
things going. This is the main rea- 
son the publishers are agitating for 
a revised copyright law to afford 
them greater income from the me- 
chanieal sources. It’s getting so the 
publishers create the song hits for 
the phonograph companies’ prime 
benefit, popularizing manuscripts 
for gross sales on the disks and 
piano rolls, but meagrely in sheet 
music form. 


HERE AND THERE 


Knouf-Livinston orchestra fol- 
lows the Philbrick orchestra in the 
Younkers tea rooms, Des Moines, 
Ia., for the summer. Outfit goes to 
Pueblo, Col., until £eptember. 


Ted Fiorito, who with Dan Russo 
had the original hotsy-totsy Oriole 
orchestra in the Edgewater Beach 
Hotel, Chicago, returns there in 
June with a new band. 


The B. F. Goodrich Silvertown 
orchestra, with the silver masked 
tenor, opened at Swiss Gardens, Cin- 
cinnati, April 21. 


John W. Green is co-author with 
Gus Kahn and Guy ‘Lombardo of 
“Coquette,” his name having been 
left off the Feist song in the ad- 
vance copies, resulting in Green not 
being mentioned on the phonograph 
record labels. Feist, Inc., has in- 
structed the recorders to include his 
name on future releases. 


Frank Skinner, arrangér, has 
written a book on arranging which 
Bibo, Bloeden and Lang are pub- 
lishing. 


George Marsh, Whiteman veteran, 
has been re-signed as drummer 
with the Whiteman orchestra, re- 
placing Charles McDonald, 


Jimmy Cairns, for five years with 
Milton Weil, has become profes- 
sional manager of the Harold Ros- 
siter Music Co., Chicago. Larry 
Shea will assist him, 


Rae Leeder and Buddy Valentine 
have been added by Will Rockwell 
to the Villa Moret, professional 
staff in New York. 


Joe Candullo’s orchestra succeeds 
Jacques Green at Texas Guinan’s 
Salon Royal, New York, the latter 
being too occupied with his engage- 
ment at the Ritz Towers. 

Herb Kern, featured organist, 
Boulevard, Los Angeles, is back at 
the Metropolitan there, while Ann 
Leaf has returned to the Boulevard. 

Guy Lombardo and his Royal 
Canadians, now tin the Granada 


Cafe, Chicago, start a ballroom and 
theatre tour July 1. 


— 
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RADIO 


Wednesday, April 25, 1928 


66 VARIETY 
Radio Rambles 
By ABEL 
From 9:20 to 12:30 Sunday night,on at 6.45 p 


Donald Flamm personally handled 
the WMCA-WJCH and five-station 
network microphone for the broad- 
casting of the Friars’ testimonial 
dinner to Moses Koenigsberg at the 
Hotel Astor, New York. Everything 
came through excellently, although 
something happened in the midst of 
Sir Harry Lauder's address. How- 
ever, the speeches of George Cohan, 
“Bugs” Baer, Dr. Nicholas Murray 
Butler and Willie Collier were ex- 
cellently transmitted. 

Collier started something with his 
crack about “ladies and gentlemen 
and newspapermen,” with the fol- 
lowing speechmakers including the 
newspapermen, and pointedly re- 
marking they qualify as gentlemen. 
It struck a happy keynote for the 
journalistic gathering. Lauder 
opened with the sally that ‘Will 
Morris doesn't allow me to broad- 
cast—not unless we get paid for it,” 
and otherwise was a_ particular 
bright spot of the evening. 

Collier observed that he knew of 
one man who'd like to nail the 
Cross of the Legion of Honor 
awarded by the French Government 
to the guest of honor on Koenigs- 
berg, and topped that with the dry 
comment, “I needn't mention which 
newspaper publisher that is,” re- 
ferring to Hearst’s editorial em- 
broglio with his erstwhile syndicate 
executive, 

Eddie Cantor came along to m.c. 
the supplementary entertainment, 
doing better on his own than his 
show. Cantor took a crack at Wal- 
ter Winchell that if the “Graphic” 
columnist is listening in he needn't 
mention where Eddie got his gags, 
since Winchell doesn’t tell where he 
gets his, or words to that effect. 


Kerry Conway’s Timely Talk 


Kerry Conway’s “Broadway Chat,” 
over WABC Friday evening at 6.45, 
had much to do with “Variety.” Kid- 
dingly referring to this paper’s un- 
morality as regards grammar, Con- 
way picked his news items from the 
issue of April 18, covering the vari- 
ous branches of the amusement 
field. His “Variety” comment and 
news covered about eight minutes. 


Previously Conway breezily dis- | 


cussed some of the New York col- 
umnists, notably Harry Hirshfield, 
and quoted from a Robert Colman 
review (“Mirror”) of a play. Jack 
Lait was also mentioned. Conway, 
a WAEC feature for some time, goes 


p. m. twice weekly, Mon- 
days and Fridays, always with re- 
marks on What's doing along New 
York's transplanted Bowery. 


Puff for Miss Dragonette 


John B. Daniel, announcing from 
Washington on WRC in network 
with WJZ and others, paced the 
Navy Band concert Saturday night 
from the capital's Navy Yard. Con- 
cluding with “Anchors Aweigh,” it 
preceded the regular Philco Hour, 
offering “Miss Springtime” in con- 
densation, with Jessica Dragonette 
and Colin O'More in the leads, 

Miss Dragonette, in addition to 
her pleasant vocal talents, seems 
capable of stage production histri- 
onism, her beautiful laugh and other 
audible interpretations impressing 
along those lines. If fortified with 
as satisfactory a stage personality 
as for radio, Miss Dragonette should 
be annexed for musicals. 

Harold Sanford, as ever, directed 
the proceedings, and the Old Stager 
intelligently scenarized the libretto 
transition, 


Godfrey’s Western Pick-ups 

From Chicago on WBBM, the Old 
Gray Mare night club was making 
Saturday night whoopee. 

Paul Godfrey, conducting his 22d 
and last DX party of the season via 
WAAM, Newark, brought it through 
even clearer on his re-broadcasting. 
Godfrey picks up distant stations 
through his vantage point in Jer- 
sey and, after re-amplification, he 
re-broadcasts it for eastern recep- 
tion. WBAS, Kansas City, was thus 
etherized with the Night Hawk 
Club in session, as was WOK, of the 
Triaon Ballroom, Chicago, where 
Herb Carlin and orchestra were dis- 
pensing dancapation. 


Straub’s Band Again 
Herbert Straub and his Shea's 
Buffalo Symphony Orchestra were 
again picked up from _ Buffalo, 
sounding as musically excellent as 
ever. Straub will be on Broadway 
ere long if the picture circuit exec- 

utives lesd him half an ear. 


WKPO’s Disc Program 
WKPO, Jersey City, with another 
DX party for the distance hounds, 
nonchalantly offered Paul White- 
man, George Olsen, Irving Aaron- 
son’s Commanders and others as its 
midnight artists, occasionally stat- 

ing they were disc recordings. 


LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 


| IRVING ARONSON _ | 


TOMMY CHRISTIAN 


and HIS COMMANDERS 


Featured with 
Irene Bordoni’s “Paris,” Musical 
Show, Adelphi, Philadelphia 


PHIL FABELLO 


and His 
ORCHESTRA 


LOEW'S 7th AVENUE THEATRE 
New York City 


MAL HALLETT | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
New England Dance Tour 


Permanent Address: 
CHARLES SHRIRMAN, Manager, 
SALEM, MASS, 


GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 
FEATURED IN 


“GOOD NEWS” 


OHANIN’S 46TH STREET THEATRE 
NEW YORK CITY 
Nightly at CLUB RICHMAN 
137 West 56th Street, New York City 


and His Orchestra 


LOEW’S MELBA 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Dir. Arthur Spizzt Agency, Ine. 
1560 Broadway, New York 


FROM DETROIT 


JEAN GOLDKETTE 


Orchestras 
VICTOR RECORDS 


Office: Woodward and Ellet 
DETROIT 


VINCENT LOPEZ | 
and His ORCHESTRA 


Exclusive Brunswick Artist 


WOODMANSTEN INN 
Pelham Parkway, N. Y. 


| PARISIAN RED HEADS | 
America’s Greatest Girl Band 


Permanent Address 
28 West North St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


B. A. ROLFE | 


LEW REYNOLDS 


AND HIS PALAIS D'OR ORC HESTRA 


WEAF ARTISTS 
Edison Records 


ROLFE ORCHESTRAS, Inc. 


200 W. 48th St., New nai City 
Phone Lack 6518 


PAUL WHITEMAN| 


And HIS GREATER ORCHESTRA 
New York City 


Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 


AND HIS 


ORCHESTRA 


Featured at 
Palais De Dance, Los Angeles 


IF YOU DON’T 
ADVERTISE IN 
VARIETY 


DON’T ADVERTISE 


Lauder Songs Shut Off 


Through all the Sir Harry 
Lauder show music being re- 
stricted from the radio by or- 
der of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers, the Scotch comedian’s 
radio debut at the Friars’ 
testimonial dinner to Moses 
Koenigsberg at the Hotel 


Astor, New York, Sunday 
night, broadcast by WMCA, 


was summarily curtailed. 

‘,auder’s monolog was un- 
interrupted but as soon as he 
introduced a song, although 
announced as being a brand 
new composition, the “mike” 
was cut dead and the music 
not transmitted. This was 
WMCA'S precaution against 
incurring copyright infringe- 
ment litigation. 

Lauder’s exclamation “do not 
cut off the atmosphere” was 
twice heard, the second time 
when he went into a reprise 
and was greeted with the same 
ethereal amputation. 

PDonald Flamm, president of 
stations WMCA and WPCH 
of the key stations on a small 
network transmitting the 
Koenigsberg festivities, per- 
sonally handled the “mike” 
but made no announcement ex- 
plaining the radio incident, 
breezing over it as if the fault 
of the listener’s receiving set, 
by stating “you have been 
listening to 21 (or whatever 
the total was) minutes of Sir 
Harry Lauder’s uninterrupted 
entertainment,” etc, 


Berlin Leads All 
The World on 
Radio Fan Ratio 


Berlin, April 15. 

At a meeting of the National 
Broadcasting Society it was an- 
nounced that there are 12 radios to 
every 100 persons here. In other 
words, every eighth Berliner is a 
listener-in. This puts Berlin at the 
top of all metropolises, as in London 
there are only eight radios to every 
100 persons, and in New York not 
more than six. Im the whole of 
Germany 13 of every 100 households 
have receiving seta. 

Other information at the meeting 
was that outside of the regularly 
engaged artists in radio, 24,000 per- 
formers and 7,500 speakers have 
been used during the last year. 
Royalties and salaries to authors 
and performers have totaled 10,000,- 
000 marks, and that Germany is 
planning a short wave length sta- 
tion which will be powerful enough 
to be heard all over the world. 


New Acts at Little 

The Williams Sisters closed with 
“Scandals” in Albany last week and 
open at the Little Club, New York, 
tomorrow (Thursday) night. 

Lou Irwin booked them in along 
with Joie Ray, Sammy Stept and 
Adele Smith. Ben Pollack’s orches- 
tra continues, 


Bud Murray hops to Los Angeles 
today (Wednesday) to stage man- 
age “Good News” at the Mayan 
when it opens May 14. Murray just 
closed as stage director with “Scan- 
dals” in Albany. 


Ist half (30-2) 
Layton & May 
Gilbert & French 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Happiness Co 
Wilton & Weber 
(Three to fil!) 

N. BR’NSW’K, N.J. 
State 


2d halt (26-29) 
Sam Bernard Jr 
Wilson Bros 
Ned Hodges Bd 
(Two to fill) 
NEWBURGH, N.Y. 

Academy 

2d half (26-29) 
Leona Horsky Co 
Rhode & Francis 
Velma Kane 
Kane & Ellis 
Paul Yocan Co 

Ist half (30-2) 
Wheeler & Sands 
Mile Velma Co 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Virginia Lee Corbin 
Sid Marion 
Charlotte Worth 
(Two to fill) 


NEW RAVER, CT. 


Palace 
2d half (26-29) 
Kramer & Pauline 
Nick Hufford 
Whirl of Splendor 
V Rathburn Co 
Smith & Hart 
Ist half (30-2) 
Dewey & Rogers 
Faber & Wells 
Fashions of 1928 
Nee Wong 
(One to fill) 
2a half (3-6) 
Pressler & Kliass 
Carnival of Venice 
Dixon & Morelli 
(Two to fill) 
NEWPORT, R. IL. 
Proctor’s 
2d half (26-29) 
Chapelle & Stinette 
Ossman & Scheppe 
(Three to fill) 
NEW ROCHELLE 
Proctor’s 
2d half (26-29) 
Chas Mac« Co 
Al & F Stedman 
Fred Hughes Co 
(Two to fill) 
1st half (30-2) 
Mel Klee 
Healy & Cross 
Dalton & Craig 
(Two to fill; 
2a half (3-6) 
Shuffles & Taps 
Janet of France 
(Three to fill) 
NIAGARA FALLS 
Belleview 
lst half (30-3) 
Suite 16 
Syd Grant 
5 Jans'eys 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (3-6) 
Hayes March & H 
(Others to fill) 
N. MASS, 


2d haif (26- -29) 
Dayton & Ramsey 
Wolfe & Jerome 
(Three to fill) 

Ist half (30-2) 
Carrie Lillie 
(Others to fill) 
OTTAWA, CAN, 

Keith’s 

2d half (26-29) 
Vaughn Comfort 
Scotty Holmes Or 
(Three to fill) 

Ist half (30-2) 
Keeler Sis 
Hazel Crasby 
Meehan & Shannon 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Judson Cole 
As You Like It 
(Three to fill) 

PASSAIC, N. J. 

New Montauk 

2d half (26-29) 
Georgie Hunter 
Jack Wilson 
Eddie Mayo Co 
(Two to fill) 
PATERSON, N. Jd. 

Majestic 

2d half (26-29) 
Don Cummings 
Tom & Jerry 
Dan Coleman 
14 Bricktops 
Jones & Rae 

PERTH AMBOY 

Majestic 

2d half (26-29) 
Loma Worth 
Miller & Mack 
Circus Follies 
(Two to fill) 

PHILADELPHIA 
Broadway 

2d half (26-29) 
Frank Viola 
Antrim & Vale 
Wm Sully Co 
Jeane Granese 
Earl & Rial Rev 

1st half (30-2) 
Joan Spence Co 
Stone & Ioleen 
Flapper Freshies 
Bert Walton 
(One to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Owen McGivney 
Bert Walton 
Lovenbergs & O'N 
May ‘Mack 
(One to fill) 

Cross Keys 

2d half (26-29) 
Martelis 
May Mack 
Jas Caughlin Co 
Rome & Gaut 
Viola Maye Co 

Ist half (30-2) 
Frank Roams Rev 
Owen McGivney 
Jean Granese 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Tommy Reilly Co 
Tom Ryan 
(Three to fill) 

Farle (23) 
Vivian Hart 
Clarence Downey 
O'Br'n & Josephine 
Lovenberg & O'N'y 
Watson & Cohan 
Hardeen 

30) 

Weston & Lyons 
14 Bricktops 
Vex & Walters 
Biue Grass 4 
Sandy & Douglas 
Frank Viola 

Grand O. H. 

2d half (26-29) 
RBaegart & Shelden 


BILLS NEXT WEEK 


(Continued from page 45) 


Duponts 
Echoes from Spats 
J & R Hayes 

Ist half (20-2) 
Tom Ryan Co 
Tom Reilly 
Bennett & Fletcher 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Hope Vernon 
Pastime Rev 
Kelly & Brown 
(Two to fili) 

Keith's (23) 
Flo Reed Co 
Roy Rogers 
Clark & Bergmaa 
Harringtons 
Wheeler & Wheeler 
Bussey & Case 
Harmanos Willlams 
Jean La Crosse 


Nixon 

2d half (26-29) 
Gilbert & May 
Sylvia Pollock 
Billy Batchelor Rv 
Milano Bros 
Bert Walton 

ist half (30-2) 
Ann Gould 
Sandy & Douglas 
Earle & Rail Rev 
(Two to fil!) 

2d half (3-6) 
Jean Spence Co 
Princess Wahletka 
Rubin Beckwith 
(Two to fill) 


PITTSBURGH 
Davis (23) 
Jane Green 
Bert Hanlon 
Hong King Tr 
Leonore Ulric 
Matthews 3 
Burns & Wilson 
(30) 


Ethel Davis 
Chisholm & Breen 
Wayburn’s Buds 
Clifford & Marion 
Inez & DeWynn 
Foster Fagan 


Harris (23) 
Jewell & Rita 
Rose's Midgets 
Farrell Taylor Co 
Dagmar Co 
Alf Grant 

(30) 
Jim Rooney 3 
W & D Pollard 
E & B Devere 
Great Lester 
Nelson’s Eleph 
Joseph B Totten 


Sheridan Sq. 
2d half (26-29) 
Hilton & Almy 
W D Pollard 
Up in Clouds 
Monroe & Grant 
Harry Howard 
Ist half (30-2) 
Hendrix & Baldwin 
Fantasie Paris 
3 Comiques 
Billy Moody 
Princess Pat 
2d half (3-6) 
Josephine Davis 
White Bros 
Billy Hall Co 
Silks & Satins 
Bob Coun 


PLAINFIELD, N.J. 
Proctor’s 
2d half (26-29) 
Fred Bowers Rev 
Packard & Dodge 
(Three to fill) 
PLATTSBURG 
Strand 
2d half (26-29) 
Doran Rives Co 
(Two to fill) 
1st half (30-2) 
Helen Carison 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (3-6) 
Stewart & Olive 
(Two to fill) 
PORTLAND, ME. 
Keith’s 
2d half (26-29) 
Raymond & Geneve 
Rosalind Ruby 
Guy Yoyer 
Libonati 
Millard & Martin 
J & M Ryan 
ist half (30-2) 
Colonial 6 
Goode & Leighton 
Fred Heidor 
Norma & Violin 
Jack Hanley 
Barbareni Lopenzi 
2d half (3-6) 
Fred Hughes 
Rose & Thorne 
Homer Romaine 
Chilton & Thomas 
A & P Stedman 
Wm A Kennedy 
PORTSMOUTH, 0O. 


Leroy 

2d half (26-29) 
J Totten Co 
R & K Morris 
W West & McGinty 
Jim Rooney 3 
(One to fill) 

[st half (30-3) 
Jewel & Rita 
Country Club Co 
Wm Sabbott Co 
Geo W Moore 
(One to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Raines & Avery 
Maud Earl 
Trip to Holland 
Caplaine & Wells 
(One to fill) 

POUGHKEEPSIE 

Bardavon 

2a half (26-29) 
Nina & Nora 
Margaret Irving Co 
Sweethearts 
Chas J Hill Co 
Shuffles & Taps 

lst half (30-2) 
Virginia L Corbin 
Sid Marion 
Charlotte Worth 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Wheeler & Sands 
Mile Velma Co 
(Three to till) 

QUEBEC, CAN, 

Keith's 

2d half (30-2) 
Canton & Duyal 
Helen Carlso 
Stewart & Olive 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Scotty Holmes Or 
Vaughn Comfort Co 
(Three to fill) 
QUINCY, MASS, 

Quincy 

2d half (26-29) 
Dulmadge & Kitty 
Lucy Brush 
Anseima & Mann 
Carr Bros & Sis 


Wili Ward Co 


Bort & Clark 


BEADING, PA. 


2d half (26-29) 
4 Hartinis 
Marino & Martin 
Bobbie Heath Co 
Vox & Walters 
Sylvia Clark 

Ist half (30-2) 
Rajah 
Eviston Napier Co 


RED BARR. N. J. 


Par 

2d half (26-29) 
Hostens 
Dina Lee 
Lowe Sargent Rev 
Bennett & Rich'rds 
(One to fill) 
RICHMOND, VA, 

Lyric (23) 
Gossips of 1928 
30 

Rallstons 
Walter Hiers 
Les Gail Rev 
(Three to fill) 

SALEM, MASS. 

Federal 

2a half (26-29) 
Dave Vine 
Perry Corwey 
(Three to fill) 
res 


Congr 

2d halt’ ( (26. 29) 
Lillian Brown Co 
(Others to fill) 

Ist half (30-2) 
Nagaire & Tointon 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Jimmy Reynolds 
(Others to fill) 

SCHENECTADY 

Procior’s 

1st half (30-2) . 
Madge Maitland 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (3-6) 
Mixed Pickles 
(Others to fill) 


Palace 
2d half (26-29) 
McGrath & Travers 
E & J Brown 
Chas Keating Co 
La Penty Rev 
Gladys Joyce Co 
SPRINGFIELD, O. 
Palace 
2d half (26-29) 
Nee Wong 
Harry Martine Co 
Pressler & Klass 
Carnival of Venice 
Kenny Carvet Co 
1st half (30-2) 
D Fitch's Minst 
2d half (3-6) 
Land of Clowns 
Brenck & Bellad’a 
Nick Nufford 
(Two to fill) 
STEUBENV’LE, O. 
Capit 


pitol 

2d half (26-29) 
Billy Hall Co 
Mitchell Co 
George W Moore 
(Two to fill) 

1st half (30-2) 
4 Van Ripers 
Tone Pictures 
Eleanor Herbert 
Yong Kee Tr 
Cole & Snyder 

2d half (3-6) 
Ww &N Nelson 
Ray & Kay Morris 
Towne & Wilbur 
Harry Howard 
Rodrigo & Lila Co 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 

Keith’s 

2d half (26-29) 
Gwynne Co 
Chamelon Caprice 
Hickey Bros 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (30-2) 
Hayes 
Steppe & Pierce 
Miss Patricola 
B & E Newell 
Supper Club 

2d half (3-6) 
Al Abbott 
Jane Green 
Niles & Mansfield 
Butler & Santos Rv 
Frankel & Dunlevy 

TERRE HAUTE 
Keith’s 

2d half (26-29) 
Joe Young 
B & R Gorman 
Ross Wyse Co 
(Two to fill) 

Ist half (30-2) 
Mills & Goodwin 
Ed Shaw Co 
Cuckoo 
Beehee & Rubaiyat 

2d half (3-6) 
Garcinetti & Miller 
Franklyn Ardell 
Boyle & Della 
Pilcer & Douglas 
(One to fill) 

TOLEDO, O. 
Keith’s 

2d half (26-29) 
Bag O'Tricks 
Norton & Haley 
Olyn Landick 
Ed Shaw Sis 
Garcinetti & Miller 

Ist half (30-2) 
Tex McLeod 
Little Jack Little 
Haynes & Beck 
Billy Jarrold Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Hilton & Alma 
Weir's Eleph 
E Saunderson Co 
Natburns 
(One to fill) 

TORONTO, CAN. 

Hippodrome (23) 
B & E Newell 
Claude & Marion 
(Three to fill) 


(30) 
Ada Reeve 
McLallen & Sarah 


Rogers & Wynn 
Geo D'Ormonde 
(Two to fill) 
TRENTON, N. J. 
Capitol 

2d half (26-29) 
J Crawford’s Orch 

1st half (30-2) 
Fred Bowers 
Hope Vernon 
Duponts 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Mamie Smith Rev 
Earle & Rial Rev 
(Three to fill) 

TROY, N. ¥. 

Proctor's 

2d half (26-29) 
Healy & Cross 
Madge Matland 
N Arnaut Bros 
Diehl Sis & McD'‘id 
Hickford Fam 

Ist half (30-2) 
Elsie & Herman 
(Others to fill) 

2a half (3-6) 
Roscoe Ails Co 


(Others to fill) 


UNION N. J. 


2a mit -29) 
Gitbert & French 
Frank Stafford Co 
Mahon & Scott 
Dooley & Sales 
(One to fill) 

Ist half (30-2) 
Sailor Boy 
Williams & Sweet 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Wilson Bros 
(Others to fill) 


UTICA, N. Y¥. 
ale 


Glad Moffatt 
Gautier’s Co 
Annott & Highland 
Harry Jolson 

Ist half (30-2) 
Polly & Wally 
Buster Santos Bd 
B & E Newell 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Elsie & Herman 
(Others to fill) 


WALTHAM, MASS, 
Waldorf 
2d half (26-29) 
Kennedy & Lewis 
(Others to fill) 
WARREN, O. 
Keith's 
2d half (26-29) 
Gibson & Price 
Princess Pat 
Violet Joy Co 
Yong Kee Tr 
Great Lester 
Robbins 
2d half (3-6) 
Lowell Drew Co 
Tone Pict 
Cole & Snyder 
Joe Mendez 3 
(One to fill) 


D.O, 
Earl 


half (30- 2) 
Joe Mendez 8 
Dale & Fuller 
4 Caddies 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Roberts Sis 
Bernard & Suzanne 
4 Van Ripers 
(Three to fill) 

Keith’s (23) 
Nance O'Neil Co 
Odali Careno 
Monologist 
Payne & Hilliard 
Irene Juno 


WATERBURY, CT, 
Palace 

2d half (26-29) 
Kerr & Ensign 
Geo Beatty 
Land of Clowns 
4 Girtons 
Stillwell & Fraser 

Ist half (30-2)° 
Bailey & Phil 
Whirl of Splendor 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Dan Fitch’s Minst 


2d haif 29) 
Parr & LaMar 
Faye Elliott & K 


WHITE PLAINS 
Keith's 

2d half (26-29) 
Art Whit\aw 
Chas Marshall 
Wilton & Weber 
(Two to fill) 

Ist half (30-2) 
Besser & Balfour 
Wyeth & Wynn 
Noree Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Francis Wally 
Sybil Vane 
(Three to fill) 
WILM’GT’N, DEL 

Garrick 

2d half (26-29) 
Wilfred Dubois 
Easton & Howell 
Coogan & Casey 
Dictators 
Elliot & LaTour 

Ist half (30-2) 
E Welch's Minst 
Sylvia Pollock 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Stone & Ioleen 
Peaches Browning 
Prince Wong 
(Two to fill) 
W'NSOCKET, R. I. 

Bijou 

2d half (26-29) 
Riddle & Cook 
Micareme Co 
(Three to fill) 

Ist half (30-3) 
Carrie Lillie 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Sheldon Heft & L 
(Others to fill) 
W’R’C’ST’R, MASS. 

Palace 

2d half (26-29) 
Murray & Irwin 
Joy & Roy 
Vanessi Co 
Teller Sis & Ackl’d 
Frank Farron 

Ist half (30-2) 
Nick Hufford 
Land of Clowns 
Brenck & Bellad’na 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Rrown Derby Orch 
Lilyn Brown Orch 
Senna & Dean 
(Two to fill) 
YONKERS, N. Y. 

Proctor’s 

half (26-29) 
Dan Fitch's Minst 

Ist half (30-2) 
Calita & Lewis 
Dooley & Sales 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (3-6) 
Whitey & Ed Ford 
Dalton & Craig 
Banjoland 
(Two to fill) 
YOUNGSTOWN, O. 

Keith-Atbee 

2d half (26-29) 
Upham Whitney Rv 
Belleclaire Bros 
Lujjer & Parker 
Ken Howell's Co 
Kirby & Duval 

Ist half (30-2) 
Chita Co 
Lubin Larry & A 
Lane & Harper 
Maddock's Co 
Polly & Oz 
Aurora Tr 

2d half (3-6) 
Geo A Moore 
Roye & Maye Rey 
Crawford & B 
Sunshine Sammy 
(two to fill) 
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NIGHT CLUBS— MUSIC 


Night Club Reviews | 


THE FROLICS 


(CHICAGO) 


Chicago, Apri] 15. 


Despite the fact that this cafe 
faces padlocking the show continues 
with a nut of approximately $6,000. 
The fact that the program is a new 
one leads to the thought that the 
management still clings to the idea 
that the place may not close. Hal 
Hixon has taken over the m. e. 
berth, formerly occupied by Jack 
Waldron, now of presentations, 


Headliners include Charlie 
Straight’s Brunswick orchestra; 
Born and Lawrence, of the picture 
houses, and DeCarlos and Louise, 
dancers. Then, too, there is Nelle 
Nelson, whom Hixon recruited from 
the Club Richman, New York, and 
Lillian Barnes, Rlues singer. As far 
as entertainment goes, Born and 
Lawrence inject the surefire comedy. 
Three boys, recently of the Publix 
unit, “Merry Widow Revue,’ are 
here for a limited engagement. They 
return to the ynit in six weeks. 


Song Writers 
“The Greatest Book of Its Kind’ 


Inside Stuff on 


How to Write 
Popular Songs 


By ABEL GREEN 
Muste Editor, “Variety” 


h Introduct b 
“PAUL WHITEMAN 


PRICE, 75c 


LONDON—PARIS—BRUXELLES 
MADRID—BERLIN—GENEVA—LUGANO 
PALM BEACH—NEW YORK 


HARL SMITH’S 
Lido Venice Orchestra 


A PAUL SPECHT UNIT 
Nothing “sweeter” in Dance Musie | 


Now at BLOSSOM HEATH 
| St. Claire Shores, Detroit, Mich. 


Born plays @ mouth organ, until | 
Lawrence goes into a_ frenzied 
dance that’s hard to stop. Further 


along they do their pantomime song, 
effectively costumed, to laughs that 
make the Frolics a lively place. 
Their final bit is a clown aestetic 
dance. 

Hal Hixon is conducive of a 
smoothly presented bill. Hixon is 
no dynamo in his introductions, but 
he introduces a subtle line or so, 
occasionally, His big hit, however, 
is acro-dancing, some unbroken 
falls, and several floor head twirls. 

Practically everything on the bill 
is picture-house material. DeCarlos 
and Louise are a graceful dance 
duo. They have numerous little 
specialties and when caught were 
closing with a clever tango. LEileen 
and Meliida, sister team, dish out 
harmony and_ steps. The sister 
team, and Nelle Nelson, soubrette. 
take turns leading the beaut bevy 
on the girls’ frequent appearances. 

Altogether, and individually in 
most cases, the Frolics boasts a 
very creditable array of talent. Fair 
table singers and attendants nicely 
liveried. 


CASTILLIAN ROYAL 


(Pelham Parkway) 
Pelham, N. Y., April 12. 


Al Goldman has Harold Leonard 
and his orchestra as the big attrac- 
tion at the Pelham roadhouse this 
season, Leonard brings to the spot 
a new type of dance music not gen- 
erally encountered in a roadhouse, 
featuring a soft, subdued style of 
syncopation which should appeal 
strongly to the smart dance mob, 

There are other attractions at the 
Pelham road Castillian, acts chang- 
ing weekly or fortnightl,y, with Al 
Schenck as the hot stepper and 
Buddy Truly as m. ¢c., with a dance 
team and another double act filling 
in. Leonard, however, is the prime 
attraction, since roadhouses, unlike 
midtown cafes, appeal only to those 
who come to dine and dance; the 
show is but an incidental, and of the 
entertainment they’d rather have the 
dance music, 

Leonard has seven men, and they 
dish out plenty of nice dansapation. 
Leonard himself features a new 
stunt of violin soloing a specialty 
and talking the lyrics in interlude. 
Leonard’s own manner of making a 
violin “talk” has been a distinguish- 
ing trade-mark we have long touted 
for concert appearances, which 
Leonard personally hbelittles, having 
his heart in the dance music first. 

The Castillian Royal has been do- 


“PLAYING THE BETTER 
THINGS IN MUSIC BETTER 


EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


ing good business since its opening, 
reported keeping pace with Vincent 
Lopez's draw at Woodmansten Inn. 
Zetween the two they should do a 
lot of trade in that neck of the road. 
Abel. 


Butler Hotel Grille 


(SEATTLE) 
Seattle, April 19. 

This grille is considered the ace 
and class place of the town. It's 
doing a very profitable biz, is neat- 
ly furnished and has a seating ca- 
pacity of over 400. The tariff per 
couple is $1, which makes the place 
popular with the college bunch. 

John E. Savage, owner of a string 
of hotels in this territory, is op- 
erating the grille. Savage has 
signed George Lipschultz, violinist. 
just off the Pantages time, for an 
indefinite engagement, probably a 
month, Lipschultz is guest con- 
ductor of a hot 12 man orchestra, 
all specialists. Band is made up of 
the cream of musicians in town as 
it is a tough battle to import any- 
one. Lipschultz is a favorite and 
many fans flock in just to hear him 
reel off a few numbers. The lead- 
er has signed with Casper Fischer, 
president of Washington Theatre 
Enterprises, Inc., which is erecting 
the Mayflower theatre, scheduled 
for June opening, to be guest con- 
ductor of a 30-piece orchestra, Un- 
til the house opens, he is filling in 
at the grille. 

The cafe is understood to be op- 
erating on a $2,500 weekly nut, with 
receipts averaging around $4,000. 
Lipschultz is responsible for the 
spurt in trade by at least 50 per 
cent. Cohen. 


Cabaret License in Hotel? 


Mye Thom, manager of Chinaland, 
restaurant in the Cadillac Hotel, 
was summoned to West Side Court 
before Magistrate Adolph Stern on 
the charge of operating a cabaret 
without a license. This is said to be 
the fourth time that the*restaurant 
officials have been summoned to 
court. The case was adjourned. 

The police contend that the res- 
taurant which ig operated separate- 
ly from the hostelry is compelled 
by law to have a cabaret license. 
The restaurant officials state that 
the fact that the hotel owns the 
premises they can operate without 
obtaining a license, 


Padlockers Around 


The enforcement squad has been 
on a tour through the Square again. 
Latest alleged liquor sellers to incur 
a padlock suit are Jack Gentile of 
Gentile & Sedletti’s restaurant at 
344 West 46th street; Harry Owens’ 
Hollywood Club, 22 West 30th, and 
an alleged speakie at 148 West 54th 
street. 


Hoffman’s Chi Record 


Chicago, April 24. 

Already holding a record Chicago 
eafe run, Earl Hoffman and his 
orchestra will have completed four 
years at the Club Chez Pierre May 
3. Hoffman has been with the cafe 
ever since it opened, and will con- 
tinue indefinitely. 

His orchestra is an M. C. A. unit. 


HALLETT DRAWS 3.925 | 
PEOPLE AND $3,495 TO 
ONE NIGHT’S DANCE 


Lawrence, Mass., April 24. 

Back in their native territory, Mal 
Hallett and his Columbia Recording 
Orchestra opened April 18 at. tix 
Crescent Gardens, Revere 
srossing $3.495 on a dance mara- 
thon from 8 in the evening until 4 
the following morning. 

On a 50-50 split, with an addi- 
tional credit for personally ex- 
pended advertising, Charles Shrib- 
man, Hallett’s business manager, 
collected $1,878 for the band’s one 
night’s services. At $1 a head for 
males, 2,208 admissions were sold, 
and 1,717 female at Tic, the 3,925 
admissions being a bit under Hal- 
lett’s usual opening draw, which 
has exceeded 4,000 dancers jammed 
into the spacious Crescent Gardens, 

The weather figured and also was 
somewhat of a handicap for the rest 
of the week. Hallett’s share of the 
eross fer six days was $5,484. This 
meant gross receipts of close to 
$7,000 on the six days, Which is an 
idea of the tremendous drawings 
power of the Hallett organization 
and the extent of the dance vogue 
in New England. 

Prior to their New England re- 
turn, Hallett played a return of 
Pennsylvania one-nighters, weather 
figuring there also, with the band’s 
fross reduced to $2,560 for the week 
in Pennsy. 


Cops Chill Wild Night 


Rochester, N. Y., April 24. 

Rochester’s attempt to inaugurate 
a wild night !ife season in this dis- 
trict last week failed before it got 
properly started. The steamer ‘“On- 
tario No. 2” had been chartered for 
an offshore orgy, with 200 people 
booked. At midnight, the time set 
for the party to board the boat, 
police raiders appeared and broke 
up the mob. 

Nude dancing was the headlined 
attraction of the undertaking. 


seach, | 


VARIETY 57 


Bad Luck and Vision 


Helen Morgan actually Jost 
a diamond brooch worth three 
grand one night last week 
While riding in a taxi, 

Somehow Helen also knew 


on Thursday she wouldn't be 
well enough Sunday night to 
appear at an N. V. A. benetit 


show. 


J 


'Long Beach’s Exclusive 

The Lido Club 
New York, this 
for ultra exclusiveness on the order 
of the Westchester-biltmore club. 

Senator Reynolds controls the 
Lido and has booked Earl Carpen- 
ter and his orchestra in for the 
summer, 


at Long Beach, 


Sulmmer, 


A. H. Schwarts has the other the- 
atre in Freeport, Long Island. 


A CHOP HOUSE 
QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


East of Broadway 


FORSTER MUSIC 


505 Woods Building 
CHICAGO 


JESSE CRAWFORD 


PARAMOUNT, 
IS FEATURING THIS WEEK 


ACROSS THE STREET 
FROM HEAVEN” 


FOX-TROT BALLAD HIT 


ABE OLMAN, Prof. Mer. 


NEW YORK 


PUBLISHER, Inc. 


745 Seventh Avenue 
NEW YORK 


‘The 


Remember 
Address 


Rocco 


MANAGER. 


Seconda floor 


ANDOLPH ST. Linas Restaurant 


\ 


Vocco 


/ 


| 
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Circus 
West 


Featuring 


Gas i. 


Europe’s Most Sensational Trained Wild Animal Acts, 
Combined with the Famous Sells Floto Circus Beautiful 


NINTH ANNUAL CHICAGO COLISEUM ENGAGEMENT 
APRIL 14 TQ APRIL 29, 1928, INCLUSIVE 


ZACK TERRELL—General Manager 


GEORGE 
SLOAN 


COMPANY | Sells Floto Circus, Season 1928 


Direction: LOUIS MOSLEY 
Sells Floto Circus KEITH-ALBEE-ORPHEUM CIRCUIT 


THE FLYING WARDS 


with EDDIE WARD 


Owner of the WARD-KIMBALL TROUPE 
and FLYING WARDS 


Featuring IRMA WARD, World’s Greatest Lady Gymnast 
9—People—9 9—People—9 
Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus Sells Fioto Circus 


On the Flying Trapeze 


THE CLARK BROS. PERCY CLARK 
Novelty Bareback Riders | with Sells Floto Circus Principal Act—THE Only One 


ARLEYS 


Ne Plus Ultra in Perch Balancing on Forehead of Understander 
Sells Floto Circus 


AL ACKERMAN Presents 


6-TIP TOPS-6 


World’s Fastest Tumb.ers, Featuring PAUL ARMENTO, Sells Floto Circus Permanent Address: Westminster Hotel, Chicago 
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Robinson Circus 


Bills 


Fairs Using Circuses Intact; 


On Its Ancient History | 


Lexington, Ky., April 24, 
the cooperation of a 
daily, 


With 
ington 


Lex- 
the John Robinson 
circus is landing columns of pub- 


Obituary 


STANLEY WHITING 
(Lucius P. Coffin) 


door. Three’ blood 
failed to save his life. 


transi usions 


nd be Saeitpas Stanley Whiting, 64, real name, Currier made his stage debut at 
a é Im ame licity in a Fifty Year Club idea pro- | Lucius Powers Coffin, actor, pianist, | the age of three, and during a long 
W W moted here. Names of more than |CO™poser and manager, died April] professional career prior to entering 


17 in New York City. 


-- 100 persons have been enrolled in > His remains} the movies appeared with Edwin 

ee + the club a week before the show cg cremated at Fresh Pond Ceme- a Modjeska, Maude Adams and 

arrives. ery. Margaret Anglin. He has been in 

Chicago, April 24. Chi Fair Permanent Letters have come from towns For years Whiting was promi-| pictures nine years with the old 

Start or the carnival season this Chicago, April 24. ‘| within 75 miles of Lexington. re. |"°PUyY fdentified with the Green| Metro, and with Metro-Goldwyn- 

year has brought out reports of the Present plans for the Chicagol]ecalling the wagon show days of | 890m Club. In early life he was} Mayer, his last picture being with 

toughest conditions experienced bY “air of 1933 call for the|John Robinson's circus. Writers |* singer with Thatcher,/ Ramon Novarro in “Across te 
the lot men in 20 years, construction of permanent build-|remember Bob Stickney, the fsmous | Primrese and West, ani other min- | Singapore.” 

A survey made in the 48 statesS/jings, It is the intention of the fair rider, and John Low Low, olde. strel companies. He had served as Mr. Currier was a member o} 


reveals 31 bills pending before as 
many legislatures regulating carni- 
vals and wheels into almost com- 
plete extinction. Carnival men mak- 
ing an early season start have dis- 
eovered that picture exhibitors as- 


board to so conduct the arrange- 
ments that the event can be de- 
veloped into an annua) affair, simi- 
lar to the World's fair of Leipsig, 
which has flourished for 700 years. 


whi!> others recall “January,” trick 
mule, and Chief, an elenhant. 

The Fifty Year Club will be 
guests of the cirevs an the paper 
at the afternoon performance April 
26. 


dramatie stock manager with com- 
panies at Ashville, and last se°son 
at the Princess theatre, Ontario, 
He once was an advance agent 
and business manager, his last econ- 
nection being with “Honey Girl.” 
Mr. Whiting was always a music 


Iiiks and Friars. Burial will be on 
Lone Island, Widow and twe 
danehters survive. 
JULIAN GREER 
Jniian Greer, 57, actor, died Aprii 
15 in New York. Mr. Greer appeared 


sociations are appearing before The paper is giving the stunt 
state, county and city officials de- Free Bouts for Park page-one play and the stories ore devotee and recognized as a pioneer | recently in “Modern Hamlet” and 
manding exclusion of traveling car- Waterloo, Ia., April 24. /running a column or more each day, |!2 Writing jazz. Among many of his several seasons ago was in “Men 


nivals in their territories, 


Free fight cards every Wednesday 


A paragraph is given to each mem- 


compositions were those featured at: 


and Women,” “All the Comforts of 


Not one carnival, and that in-| nicht in an outdoor ring will be! ber, relating his or her memorics of |@ifferent times by May Irwin and} Home,” “Red Poppy,” “Fair and 
eludes the two largest in the world | principal atuaction at Electric park |the circus. John Robinson, too, other stars. | Warmer, ete, 
—Johnny J. Jones and Rubin & | this year. The park will open May | With his flowing black beard and| This past winter he was asseci-| At different times he appeared in 


Cherry—have made as_ favorable 


2 with a big card, dancing and other 


flat hat, is recalled by many. 


ated with the Beethoven Symphony 
orchestra in a business capacity 


vVaude and in pietures. He was born 


in London and was educated at Ox- 


contracts this season as they attractions. The only admission is in Chard s!tord University 
in the past. Spots are also mue the general gate charge. The ar- “101 RANCH” TOUR OPENS Orn In ane nive sit 
worse than previously. rangement evades the possibility of came to New York 40 years ago. } Interment in Actors’ Fund Plot 


On top of al] the state politics, six 


interference of county authorities. 


Chicugo, April 24. 


Widow survives. 


lin Kensico 


Cemetery. 


of the largest state fairs have Miller Bros.” “101 Ranch” opened an eam 

booked cireuses intact for their roled under $7,500. Physiecinns tes- MARJORIE TALCOTT SAMUEL RITTER BROWN 

main attractions. In 40 per cent of last week in Marland, Okla., with a Marjorie Talcott, 27, chorister| Samuel Ritter Brown, 60, play- 


the state and county fairs, carni- 
vals have been limited to rides only. 

The tremendous agitation current 
against carnivals, and that last sea- 


Des Moines, la., April 24. 
The Robbins Brothers’ Circus, in 
winter quarters near Granger, Ia., 
has sent out “the eal)” for April 22 


home town roundup and general 

assembly on the ranch proper. 
Later the entire outfit was moved 

to Kansas City and St. Louis, then 


with the Chicago company of ‘The 
Desert Song,” died at the Henrotin 
Hospital, Chicago, Apri! 5, suecumb- 
ing to influenza after two days’ ill- 


Wright and author, died April 15 at 
the Ambassador Hotel, Los An- 


| geles, after two months’ illness. Mr. 


Brown was born in Omaha and 


son also, is blamed strictly on the headed for Indiana. After ten days |ness. Remecins were shipped to! educated at Doetheian University. 
carnival men themselves. As an in Troupe will include Joe Hodgini in the show is de At was 
stance, last year there was invented troupe of bareback riders: the 24, routed for the east. : : 7 i mo er, ; or urta > | Saree ent for New Yor pa- 
the “G" wheel, the most blatant) pazeedas, Arabian acrobats, the Al- There is plenty of oppesition Miss Talcott was born in Lowell,, pers in Kurepe. Among his works | 
It is 4 ay ; ies booked against it. Mass. She had been a chorister in) are “Men's Birthrights” and “When ; 


wheel gimmick ever produced. 
a standup affair, with an electric- 
ally controlled “gaff,” and sells for 
$128. 


With only about 160 carnivals out | 


last season, the-extent of this wheel's 


from the Rosebud agency and} ager, struck Mrs. Albert Hess of 
popularity among carnival men is! Ponca Bill will head the Wild West. Farmington with his automobile on 
revealed in the fact that 600 of these Lula Barr, cowgirl and roper, andjthe state highway last week and 
wheels were made and sold. ithe Tom Smith dog and pony show | killed her. She leaves a husband 


The wheel is considered respon- 
sible in the heavy drop of sales by 
concession merchandise houses, hit- 
ting a low record last season, 

Another reason for the puny busi- 
earnivals 


lison troupe, the Europen Flying 
Ballet, Ten Cossacks, and the Seven 
Gerimonde Sisters, 

Twenty-four Indians under the 
lead ot Chief Whitefeather will 


will also be attractions with the 
show this season. 


Fair Manager in Fatal Crash 
Salt Lake, April 24, 
Ernest S. Holes, state fair man- ! 


and nine children. The accident oc- 
eurred during a heavy rain storm. 


Hagenbeck- Wallace Circus 


Marcus Loew 


several musicals prior to “The Des- 
ert Song.” 

Mother and husband survive, the 
latter Lester Edwards, of 63 West 


play 


survives. 


Dreams Come True,” novels, and a 
entitled “The Rath of Indra.” 
A son, Samuel Ritter Brown, Jr., 
Interment at Santa Bar- 


ness being done by the 

is that small circuses, such as Sth street, New York City, formerly | bara, Cal. 

Gentdy, Robbins Brothers, and the a professional, but now engaged in 

Walter L. Main shows carried nearly Cincitpate. April 24. and brother. Nothing funnier in|mercantile business. Edwards was MRS. JULIA BUCKLEY 

as many wheel concessions last The Hagenbeck-Wallace Cireus| any circus. Most of the time the out of town at the time of his wife's | Mrs. Julia Buckley, 83 widow of 


year as the largest of carnivals. All 
three circuses are known to have 
burnt up their territory. 


Surplus on Lots 


Chicago, April 24. 


The surplus of labor being exper- | Unit ever opened to in Cincinnati, the Windsor Sanatarium, Glendale, | in support of Lawrence 
fenced by almost all industries is| The 30-car show train came from jaw Pi 8. | Cal. | Barrett, John McCullough, John T. 
Gieveland, where a profitable pre-|, Jaw and butterfly numbers} Maye was an ingenue with! 
also generally felt by circuses this liminary engagement of | three rings by two Doc Ellett ‘Ou M on | mond, ete. She was the first 
season. Cuts in wages of “razor-|@ays was registered at the Audi-| /'i0s and Elsie, Dorothy and Estelle | ‘2 Uliver Morosco stock She |ictvess to put her foot on the old 
backs,” canvasbacks and other help | torium Ward. Angeles some 12 | California theatre stage. 
has already resulted. That the afternoon performance Three elephants in each end ring later came east and warned for the Her daughters, Annie and Nellie, : 
There has been a general slashing | Was not passed up entirely speaks | Presented by Rae Bailey and Clara Shuberts. For, several years she | both died in 1916. A son, E. J. - 
of salaries on the Miller Bros. 101} Volumes for the determination and oo ee in mid- | had been freelance writing for vari- Zuckley, advance agent, was found 
- - 7 


Ranch and the Hagenbeck- Wallace 
shows. 


Parks Start 


| began its 10th season here yester- 
; day under adverse circumstances. A 
three-hour delay in starting the 
matinee was suffered because of the 
muddy condition of the Cummins- 
ville lot. Unfavorable weather had 
its effect on attendance; the small- 
est an American cireus corporation 


capability of Manager Dan Odom 
and his staff. 

lor the start of the 1928 cam- 
paign, all Hagenbeck-Wallace 
equipment and paraphernalia is in 


flivver is running in all directions 
around the Hippodrome track with 
no occupant visible, 

Liberty horses, 12 blacks, worked 
by Bob Norton, and as many sorrels 
by Harry McFarland. 

Four Slayman Ali Arabs in each 


Orrin Davenport, comedy 
act, outstanding feature. 

Clown fire department. 

Menage number, 20 
horses mounted by girls. 


riding 


dancing 


death and had not been apprised of | 
the facts until last week. j 


LEOLA McLEAN 


Leola \MeLean (Leola Miye), 37, 
actress and writer, died April] 17 at 


ous studios in Hollywood She was 
twice married, her first husband | 
being Howard Elder, former editor 
of the Los Angeles “Times,” who 
was killed in an accident. 


‘died April 7 in Oakland, Cal. 


ix. J. Buckley, Shakespearian actor, 
Mrs. 


. Buckley had been living at the home 


of her sister there under the 
of the Actors’ Fund. 

Mrs. Buckley was known profes- 
sionally as Julia Corcoran. She 


care 


dead in the Maumee River, Toledo, 
in 1916. 
CHARLES E. HENDRICK 


Charles FE, Hendrick, 62, old time 


first class shape. All new canvas. Vie | 
Amusement parks in the Metro- The main performance is a win- oe Ali Arabs, 12 in num- Miss Maye was married to Victor “actor and later manager of a chain 
of activity Saturday afternoon but numerous amazing and thrilling English fox hunt, high jumping | In Memory of 


wet weather took the edge off the 


wild and domestic animal features. 


horses, Roman standing races. 


BELOVED HUSBAND 


MY 


With HKeuutiful Memories of 


openings and ruined Sunday busi- | phere is a goodly measure of genu- Old Glory spectacle. | OUR BELOVED MOTHER 
ness. : ine cireus turns, and glitter and Staff JOE HOLLANDER 

Columbia Park in North Bergen | tunefulness are not wanting, for| Manager Odom's staff includes: | : Mrs AMELIA C DUFFIN 
began its ninth season under the| the program opens and closes with Who passed away April 14, 192% ° 
irecti eschabac spectacles, sooney, boss hostier; ‘harhlie Who Passed Away April 11, 1928 
direction of Otto Aeschabach, Director Allen| Brady, boss canvas man: Eddie Edith Hollander 
While Dreamland Park on the | cers first whistle starts the 16- | Delevan, general accountant; Matt and Eddie Duffin 
Lincoln Highway, just outside piece big top band, directed by the | '@y Butterfield, white ticket wagon; | ; j 
Newark, inaugurated week-end peppy Eddie Woeckener, playing a Robert Brown and Ed MeNamara, | McLean (non-professional) at 
openings until May 12 when he| well connected series of popular | ed ticket wagon; Eddie Dowling, |time of her death. Intertnent in necticut, died last week at Nor- 
season will be formally launched.| tunes for the grand_ entry, styled |; SUperintendent inside, with all ticket | Forest Lawn Cemetery. hh, Conn. 
Frank R. Wallace is manager, with | ‘Geisha,’ which spreads the big sellers and ushers neatly dressed —_——— ae ; 
Frank R. Brown as assistant. show aggregation around the Hip- | 4nd well instructed in courtesy to ELIZABETH HUNT WAYNE BRADFORD 


patrons; Al Dean, cook house: 


podrome track, 2 end rings and | Ps ctress dicd 9 aerobatic 
arena for a highly pleasing picture,| Frenchy Snellings, superintendent Elizabe th Hunt, actre: Wayne iford, 21, acrobatic 
F concessions; Billy Walsh. 24-hour |April 16 at the South Side Hospital, dancer, fell to his death from a 


-BARNES-CARRUTHERS 


Fair Booking Ass’n, Inc. 


121 No. Clark St., Chicago and Beatrice King. “aid top When 12 years old) Miss Hunt! 4 
D s and nies. in rings, pre- ga ion s e side snow, manaces wee the 3oston 
High Class Attractions and Of po by P. J. Staunton. Has 20 plat-| went on the stage at the Boston; The mother, 73, of Harold B. } 


Novelty Acts 


should get in touch with us 


Largest Fair Booking Agency in America | aerna. Riding acts in rings by Lula : - . 
- Davenport and Ella Linton. Swing- | ored band headed by D, C. Officer. | Hunt had appeared in “In Cog,’ | circuit, died in New York City, 
ing ladders by seven girls. Jessie Acts are Marie Termenello, sword | “The 2ed Cockade,” “Little | April 20. Another son, Charles A. 
BUNCO BOO R. Ward, featured in ring one, in box: Prof. Soronia, punch ey Corinne,” “Master Man.” “The Goat franklin, and daughter, Mrs. Sadie 
series of one-arm rollovers, Three; magic; Jimmie Louge, Song,” “Blossom Time.” Her last! yoxs, survive. 
The greatest expose of swindles, grafts, games | Jions in each end ring by Cap- Clemens impalement act; JONA wearance was in “New York 
and gambling devices ever written at a popular tains John and Fred Tiebor. traham and Five Highlanders Stas > app : we Pen 
price. One hundred big pages filled with illus- | d Ti jand: jurton’s Midgets: Lady |Exchange” in 1927. Michael A. McAdams, 72, old- 
‘rations and diagrams explaining the methods of 27 Lions an igers I besid he bodav of +3; 
the bunco man, a knowledge of which will afford Clyde Beatty, in his early 20’s,/ Ruth, doll lady; Madam Virginia. nterment beside t oS Yitime minstrel and circus musician, } 
Wmplete protection against the unscrupulous. | ang” yndoubtedly- the best acting | mentalist: Master Curd, legless and |sister, Mary Ella Hunt, hetress, who! is dead at the National Printers’ j 
reader says: ‘‘This is the pot working wild before ad w ade Kensico Cemetery, N. Y. We Adams played for shows and cir- 
uy’ of its kind I have seen in years, am erican public. Clearly announce nusicians and dancers, ade n- 
it Cole and ushered in by a|ily, bell ringers; Jessie Franks, bag cuses: during the half century pre i 
‘ome time — military escort into arena where he} puncher; Milo Laraway, sword FRANK CURRIER etirement two vears ago j 
aticallv 7 ili swallower; Homer H. Parks, giant; “Frank Currier stage and 
Sa enters dramatically to put 27 lions | swallower; I Par 
penis Cony © Cents Postpaid and tigers through a hair raising | Jolly Ollie, fat girl; Klein Family. reen actor, died April 22 in hi Duane Patten Sawens, 62, champ : 
holesale Prices on Request reutine of group formations. Albinos: me Gillmore, snitke | Hollywood home follow ing in fiddler, died Api il 14 at 
“Cress ell orders to the Publishers of | Three elephants, dog and pony enchantress, Ticket sellers are }| fection of blood poisoning in hi din N. Y¥. Sawens was 6 ; 
THE BUNCO BOOK lin each end ring by Kae Baley and; Leon Bushman, Frank LL, Bennett | ht hand. #F Ss r of the old North Darien, & 
Drexel Bldg., Independence Square) Clara Everett Je e Rile Ww. H. \ anit se Wit 
Philadelphia, Pa. The Funny Ford, by George Cook | Cross and 15 assistants on canvas. ve 


“Geisha” was written and directed 
by Rex De Roselli. Principals are 
Irene Allen, W. E. Mack, Dorothy 


Johnson, James Ward, Alice Hayre 


sented by Beulah Rush and Mary 
Norton, with Capt. Bernardi work- 
ing lions, leopards and bears in the 


f 


man; Ben Voorhes, press ahead; J. 
Melenhauser, boss props. 


Side Show 


| 
forms and a 22 double banner front. 


Lecturers are Prof. Windecker and | 
Fred Ik. Campbell. Nine piece col- | 


ay Shore, L. I Miss Hunt for 
seven months had been a member of 
the Perey Williams Home. 


theatre and for many seasons Was | 
a member of the Co. at the Boston 
Museum. At different times Miss 


hotel room in Los Angeles April 17. 
A detailed account of his death ap- 
ipears elsewhere in this issue. 


president of West Coast 
Circuit, and of J. J. 
executive with the same 


Theatres 
Franklin, 
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Palace This drop goes to the flies and re- Empire—‘‘The Professor's Love,The other newspapers virtually; close May 12. ‘The Keith-Albea, _ 
anding | Yeals a colorful tableau effect in| Story” (Keppie stock). taboo daily press agent stuff and/ Harris-Libson-Helidingsfeld inter- 
Will I’yffe was the outstanding | snagows. Instead of using this for Uptown — “Garden of Eden"-| give it only a small amount of|ests, which control the Walnut, 


attraction at the Palace this week. 
Fyffe came on in the greasy dun- 
garees of a ship's engineer, working 


in front of a drop illustrating a 
seaport. Songs in the Secvtch dia- 


lect; gags as only he can put ‘’em 
over, and characterizations that 
were really remarkable comprised 
his offering. Fyffe’s ability to sup- 
ply Scotch comedy, without lifting 
a single Lauder expression, is the 
greatest tribute to this canny Scots- 
man. 

Business at the Palace was a bit 
above average, and Fyffe had more 
than a little to do with it. Bill was 
well spotted and nicely presented 
in its entirety. 

Cortini, magician, presented an 
effective flush of sleight of hand, 
featuring the burning ribbon and 
the torn newspapers. A _ plentiful 
assortment of sparkling urns, used 
in connection with his mint illusion, 
lent color and effective presentation, 
as did a full spangled drop used in 
his finale. 

Keo, Taki and Yoki, Nipponese, 
two men and an attractive girl. 
presented comedy that was a grati- 
fying relief from the usual far east- 
ern variety. The girl sings a com- 
edy song in English, dancing a bit 
later. The two men, working in 
civvies a bit later, do foot juggling 
for more comedy. 

Coram. English ventriloquist, 
clicked. Works in front of a replica 
drop and props of Whitehall, Lon- 
don’'s famous post of the Horse 
Guards. The dummy, who walks on 
and off, is dressed in the red uni- 
form of a British private and is 
striker for Coram, dressed as an 
English oflicer. Entire routine is 
well done. 

Walter 
makes effective 


MeNally, Irish baritone. 
appearance in an 
English walking suit and is ably 
accompanied by Marie Fleming. 
pianist. Miss Fleming adds a pleas- 
ant feminine touch to the act and 
completes a satisfactory bit of vocal 
presentation. 

Car] Freed and his orchestra goes 
through his usual antics and com- 
edy to the usual heavy returns. 

Gaston and Andree (4), terpsi- 
chorei:ns, working the six spot, have 
ineffectual opening. A huge flowered 
drop is down in the opening, with 
a girl dressed in an abbrevate? 
artist's costume pretending to paint 


When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 


Wednesday and 
Saturday Mats, 


BLACKSTONE 


A. L. Erlanger & Harry J. Powers, Mgrs. 
GEO. M. COHAN Offers 


Grant Mitchell 


IN THE LAUGH SENSATION 


The Baby Cyclone 


WOODS 


CHARLES DILLINGHAM Presents 


RAY DOOLEY 


in EDDIE DOWLING'S 
Musical Hit 


Sidewalks of New York 


and HER STAR COMPANY 


A. H. WOODS’ “CLARK 


DELPH MADISON 


Mats. Wed. and Sat. 
JOHN GOLDEN Presents 
The Season's Dramatic Smash 


4 WALLS 


with 


Muni Wisenfrend 


at 


and ORIGINAL N, Y. CAST 
SELWYN Mats. Thurs. and Sat. 
SCHWAB and MANDEL Bring You 
~ THE NEW COLLEGIATE 


MUSICAL COMEDY 


“GOOD NEWS” 


with an 
ALL-AMERICAN TEAM OF PLAYERS 
FORTY FLAPPER FRESHIES 
ABE LYMAN (Himself) & HIS ORCH. 
MATINEE WEDNES- 
ERLANGER DAY ONLY 


A. L. ERLANGER Presents 


Eddie Dowling 


in the Season’s Musical Smash Hit 


“Honeymoon Lane’”’ 


With the Original B'’way Cast 
Beauty Chorus and Production 
EVERY EVENING, 8:16 


ILLINOIS MATINEE SAT. ONLY 


A L. Erlanger & Harry J. Powers, Mgrs. 
CHARLES DILLINGHAM Presents 


BEATRICE LILLIE 
In.a New Musical Farce Comedy 
“SHE’S MY BABY” 


with CLIFTON WEBB 
JACK WHITING—ULA SHARON 


of 100 


shadowy dance effects all lights are 
put on for a “Dance Exotic” that is 
not in the least remarkable. Fol- 
lows more mediocre dance material, 
until the “Dance Macabre” which 
is the standout finale. 

In the next to closing, Will Fyffe. 
Hungarian Troupe, acrobats, closing. 


Better vaude than usual on the 
Englewood’'s last half bill, but not 
quite in keeping with its new dis- 
tinction of being the only vaude- 
ville house south of the loop. If 
conditions don't improve, the south 
side will soon be exclusive picture 
house territory. 

Valentine and Bell, mixed bike 
team, opened in full stage with a 
musty special set.» Valentine has 
recently returned to vaudeville, 
breaking a promise to his pa that 
he'd quit the biz and take care of a 
prospercus wad of Beverly Hills 
real estate. He’s a good bike rider, 
but if he expects to continue for 
any length of time, he should reno- 
vate the excess baygage. His girl 
partner makes pleasing dressing and 


has her own bike talent, 
Mack and Stanton, standard 
next-to-closing on Association 


time, gave the house a forte treat- 
ment of guffaw humor. Mack plays 
a haphazard bum who demands his 
annual entrance to the local jail. 
Hiis partner is the jailer. Oxford 
Four, instrumental and vocal mixed 
quartet, present a well ordered rou- 
tine with a reserve unusual for 
family vaudeville, and put over a 


quality impression. Wardrobe is 
neat. 

Closing turn, Russian Cossacks 
(7), consist of a 5-piece string 


orchestra, a dagger dancer, and a 
femme tambourine stepper. Cos- 
tumes are Cossack, and music in- 
cidental vocalizings and hoofing are 
exclusively Russian. There’s enough 
in the act for family houses. 

Kennedy and Francis deuced. 
Gent plays a drunk throughout, and 
his girl friend sings and works sev- 
eral tap routines moderately. The 
act shows rather mild carrying pos- 
sibilities, 

“Man and the Law” 
feature. Fair house. 


(Rayart), 


V. U. Young’s Pulace theatre at 
Gary, Ind., has cut the staff of stage 
hands from 5 to 1. The orchestra 
has been reduced from 12 to 6 and 
viudeville changed from split week 
to Saturday and Sunday policy. 


James Glasgow and Vivian Mar- 
lowe, with Charles Horn in the act 
“Adam Killjoy,” left to join the 


Sivage Dramatic and Carnival 
company at Wayne, Neb. Charles 


Horn leaves this week for New 
York where he will produce a new 
act by Harry Holman, 


Laskin brothers are closing their 


dramatic stock at the TLyceum, 
Memphis. 
“Seventh Heaven" is being pro- 


{duced in stock by the Dudley play- 
ers. at the Kedzie theatre here, 
Bartlett Cormack, author of “The 
Racket,” is now at the University of 
Chicago working on production of 
“The House That Jack Built,” 1928 
Blackfriars’ show, written by George 
Morgenstern and Milton Mayer. 


Bayard Veiller’s “Within the Law” 
has been booked into the Harris for 
an opening on April 30, following 
“The Great Necker.” 


Mechanical orchestra devices have 
been installed in the Rialto theatre 
at Aurora and the Plum theatre at 
Streeter. Both are Great States 
houses. 


Vitaphone is replacing vaudeville 
at the ISmpress theatre, Decatur, 

Great States theatres have closed 
the Flite theatre at Waukegan. It is 
to be converted into a department 
store. Pictures set for the Elite 
are to be booked into the Orpheum 
theatre there, which has been dark 
since the opening of the new Gen- 
essee theatre. 


Isadore Wineschenck, formerly 
With Kansas City theatre interests, 
has been appointed house manager 
of the Valley theatre, at Spring Val- 
ley, Ill. Lyman Massey, formerly of 
the Valley, has been transferred to 
the Lincoln Square, Decatur, IL. 

silly Rankin, of the Ernie Young 
office, is to produce the shows at the 
Rainbo Gardens, effective April 30. 
The Young oftlice has taken over the 
TDbavis hotel floor show. 


TORONTO | 


Blondes” 


(Glaser stock). 


By G. A. S&S. 
Royal Alexandra —"“Yours Truly” 
(Leon Errol). 
Princess-—Ziegfeld follies 
Regent—‘“Show Bost,’ Amateur, 
Argonaut Rowing Club. 
Victoria —- “Gentlemen Prefer 


| Tt 


Stage show. 
Loew’s—''The Patsy’’-vaude. 
Hip—kK. A. Vaude. 
Pantages — “Flying Romoes’- 
Westminster Glee Singers. 
Tivoli—"‘The Harvester’-Roman- 
elli Band. 
Capitol—‘*Rose- Marie”-vaude. 
Palace—‘‘Wife Savers”-vaude. 


The Regent, 1,400-seater, former- 
ly ace sp6t in downtown Toronto 
for FP, will be used by First Na- 
tional to spot “The Patent Leather 
Kid” as a two-a-day. Regent was 
bought by a realty syndicate to 
make way for office buildings, but 


space on Sunday. 


The Elks’ Revue, at the Lyceum 
the last three days of the week, 
packed the theatre to capacity at 
every performance and gave the 
regular show houses tough compe- 
tition. 


Clara Kimball Young is an- 
nounced as a Bainbridge Players 
guest star at the Shubert (dramatic 
stock), to follow Lillian Foster. Her 
engagement will be for two weeks 
and she, in turn, will give way to 
Edith Taliaferro, who made a big 
hit at the same theatre last season. 
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plans have been hung up and when 
the University of Tcronto turned 
on the lights again to try some ama- 
teur Gilbert and Sullivan, FN 
thought it a good time to step in. 
“Patent Leather Kid” been 
hanging around for a neat spot 
many months. . 


The Castle, brightest FP house in 
Guelph, Ont., was totally destroyed 
by fire with $115,000 loss. The house 
itself was insured for $60,000 with 
separate policies covering five 
stores also destroyed. Dan Mc- 
Mullen was manager. Fire broke 
out at 8 a. m. with the house empty. 


After playing churches and con- 
cert halls in Ontario at $2.50 top 
under the patronage of Lord Will- 
ingdon, governor general of Can- 
ada, and William’ Donald ‘Ross, gov- 
ernor of Ontario, Fred Schafer 
grabbed off the Westminster Glee 
Singers for his big Pantages house 
without raising prices from the 60- 
cent top. 


Band shifts for summer have the 
Terrace Gardens outfit returning 
to the Green Mill, Toledo, Dixie 
Ginger Snaps (colored) coming to 
the Rendezvous, Toronto, from the 
Arcadia, Buffalo, and Luigi Roman- 
elli standing pat at the King Ed- 
ward with Jean Goldkette’s num- 
ber two likely remaining at Casa 
Loma, Charles Musgrave, Toronto 
band, goes north to play on the 
Muskoka Lakes steamers with a 
second band aboard the Toronto- 
Montreal steamers. R. N. Cornfield 
will have a band aboard the C. N. R. 
boats, Toronto-Niagara Falls, with 
Al Linton taking his gang on the 
Canada Steamship Lines ships on 
the same run. 


Tenders were called for by FP 
this week for a new house in Sas- 
katoon, Sask., to cost about $300,~ 


000. Chicago architects designed 
the building under supervision of 


H. M. Thomas, western manager for 
FP. The house will be controlled 
from Winnipeg. 


The biggest business increase in 
six years is reported from picture 
houses in the Canadian prairies. Six 
new independent houses and one for 
FP are at present going up. In Win- 
nipeg grosses are double what they 
were two years ago. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Shubert — Lillian Foster (guest 
star) in “Bless You, Sister” (Bain- 
bridge dramatic stock), 

Hennepin-Orpheum — Vaude-film 
(“Becky”). 

Pantages—Vaude-film (“The Play 
Girl’). 

Seventh Street—Vaude-film (“The 
Brand of Sombrero”). 

Palace —‘“‘In the Dark” (McCall- 
3ridge musical comedy tab). 

Gayety—“The Big Revue” (United 
burlesque), 

Minnesota—“‘A Night of Mystery,” 
“The Fast Mail’ (Publix unit). 

State—‘‘Ramona.” 

Strand—“The Devil Dancer.” 

Lyric—“That’s My Daddy.” 

Grand—‘Red Head.” 

Metropolitan—Dark. 


The Minneapolis Star is running « 


| daily movie and theatrical column 
is the only local sheet to de so. ' 


MEMPHIS 


By WALTER D. BOTTO 

Loew’s State—‘“‘Lovelorn” 
Ruth Elder. 

Pantages—“Chicago” and vaude. 
Loew’s Palace—‘The Crowd.” 
Lyceum—“The Bride” (stock). 
Princess—‘‘Motherhood.” 
Majestic—‘Adventure Mad.” 


and 


The Theatre Owners of Arkansas 
met in their 11th annual session 
this week, 185 delegates and ex- 
hibitors were present. M. A. Light- 
man of El Dorado was elected pres- 
ident. 


Galli Curci, at the Auditorium, 
got $4,426 one performance. Pader- 
ewski grossed $3,260 one perform- 
ance. 


Warner Bros. have tried to get 
the concert hall of the Auditorium 
for the “Jazz Singer,’ but it fell 
through. Now they are figuring on 
the Princess theatre. 


Joe Forgerty, who has been in a 
local hospital for several week® 
after playing an engagement at 
Pantages has recovered sufficiently 
4 leave for his home at Newport, 


Raleigh Dent, manager of the 
Lyceum theatre, goes to Dallas, 
Tex., to manage a house there. 


CINCINNATI 


By JOE KOLLING 
Shubert—‘The Spider.” 
Grand—‘Diplomacy,” April 26-28. 
Cox—“Two Girls Wanted” (stock). 
Empress—-‘Merry Whirl.” 
Palace—‘‘Under the Black Eagle” 

and vaude. 
Albee—‘“‘Smart Set,” presentation. 
Capitol—“The Dove” (2d week), 
Vitaphone. 
Lyric—‘Speedy” (3d week). 
Keith’s—“My Best Girl (2d week). 
Walnut—“Love Hungry.” 
Strand—“Stand and Deliver.” 


“The Love Call” was a slim draw 
at the Shubert last week, so much 
So that the usual Wednesday mati- 
nee was omitted, although the Sun- 
day night opening and the Satur- 
day matinee helped make up eight 
performances. The Enquirer, dis- 
pleased with the poor patronage of 
such commendable stage fare as the 
revival in operetta form of Augus- 
tus Thomas’ “Arizona,” devoted a 
column editorial, captioned “The 
Theatre,” scoring Cincinnati thea- 
tregoers for their lack of apprecia- 
tion of worthy attractions, 


The Grand did good business with 
“Simba” at a $1.50 top. Sellouts 
were registered at all but two per- 
formances., 


Musicians at the Walnut have 
been notified that the house will 


on the British picture, 


stated to Variety that no definite 
announcement about the closing 
has been made thus far, It is un- 
derstood that the house will not be 
reopened by its present operators. 
The Walnut is one of the oldest 
theatres in the downtown section 
and was opened and operated for 
years by Anderson-Ziegler. The 
house seats 2,200 and has been 
showing pictures for 15 years. 


MONTREAL 


By C. W. L. 

Princess—“The Merchant of Ven- 
ice’ (George Arliss). 

Majesty’s—“Hit the Deck.” 

Orpheum— ‘What's Your Wife 
Doing?” (stock). 

Capitol—‘‘Flying Romeos” (F.N.). 

Palace—"The Battle of Coronel 
and the Falkland Islands.” 


Loew’s—‘“Feel My Pulse” (Par). 

Imperial—‘“ The Secret Hour” 
(Par). 

Strand — “Soft Living" (Fox); 
“Cruise of the Hellion” (Col); 
“Texas Steer’ (F.N.), and “Mid- 


night Rose” (U). 
Gayety—“High Flyers” (Mutual), 


Howard Connover, manager Im- 
perial (vaude-film house), will likely 
ba running a children’s matinee 
every Saturday and omitting the 
picture at the matinee. This house 
and a number of the neighborhood 
theatres are employing boys of 14 
to 16 in the auditorium, who are 
quite entitled to be there, despite 
Children’s Act, since legal age for 
labor in Quebec province is 14 years. 
Similarly, some of the houses are 
putting on juvenile acts, which 
must, however, not appear else- 
where than on the stage when pic- 
tures are showing. 


Capitol, 1,200-seat picture house 
at Three Rivers, Que., was opened 
last week. The United Amusement 
Corporation, of this city, will start 


building a 1,800-seater at Sher- 


brooke next month, to be ready 
October 1. Both are first-run the- 
atres. The latter will practically 
monopolize product in Sherbrooke, 
where there are only third-runs at 
present. 


The biggest ballyhoo ever staged 
here will be George Rotsky’s stunt 
“Battle of 
Falkland Islands,” next week. He 
will use everything from King 
George and the Prince of Wales, 
the War Office, the Lords of the 
Admiralty and the Canadian Senior 
Trade Commissioner. In latter's 
name he is sending out engraved 
invitations to the show to Prime 
Minister King, Premier Taschereau, 
members of the Senate and House 
of Commons, municipality of Mon- 
treal, etc. The general in command 
of Montreal military district will 
take the salute from all Montreal's 
regiments in full regalia and bands 
in the lobby of the Palace. Naval 
units will play with models of 
twelve-inch guns on the stage, and 
George will give handsome prizes 
for winners of military band con- 
tests, also put on the stage each 
night. 


MORRISON 
HOTEL 


CHICAGO 


World's tallest, 1944 rooms and baths 


WEST LAKE 


CURTAINS 
[FOR SALE MADE TO OROER REN 


Single Room without Bath. .$7, $8, $9. 
Single Room with Bath....$10.50, $1: 

Twin Beds without Bath.......... $11.00 
Double Room without Bath. . .$10, $12.00 
Double Room with Bath...... $12, $14.00 
Twin Beds with Bath $14 


REGIS HOTEL 


Running water in all rooms 
Conveniently located to all theatres 
Within walknig distance of the loop 


516 N. Clark St., Phone—Suporior 132% 


RESEBVATIONS ACCEPTED 


MRO LI CS 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL CAFE IN THE WORLD 
26 Kast 22d Street (opposite “L” station), Chicago, 
The Rendezvous of the Theatrical Stare 
CIVIC AND POLITICAL CELEBRITIES 
RALPH GALLET, Manager 


Phone CALUMET 3399 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 25, 1928 


SEATTLE 


Variety’s Seattle Office 
Waldorf Hotel 


President — “Lombardi, Ltd.” 
(Henry Duffy). 

Seattle—“The Smart Set” and 
“Havana” (Publix unit). 

Pantages — “The Play Girl” and 
yvaude. 

Fifth Avenue— ‘Laugh, Clown 
Laugh.” 

Orpheum — “Midnight Madness” 
and vaude. , 

United Artists—“Speedy” (2a 

week). 

Embassy—"Nimeless Men.’ 

Columbia—“Stark Love.” 


Blue Mouse—“The Jazz Singer. 
Winter Garden — “Sadie ‘Thomp- 


60n. 


Ted Huffings, trumpeter’ with 
Earl Gray’s orchestra, has just 
joined the Vic Meyer’s Band at the 
Butler hotel cabaret. George Lip- 
schultz, formerly leader of stage 


Call For--- 


fand be assured of receiving the 
best materials properly blended. 
SOLD EVERYWHERE 


Manufactured by 


Stein Cosmetic Co., N. Y. 


INERS 
MAKE UP 


Est. Henry C. Miner, Inc. 


bands, is guest 
Butler hotel, 


conductor at 


The name “Publix” is being picked 
up by many local stores and mar- 
kets. A restaurant bere is hashing 
out food under the name of “The 
Publix Restaurant,” while fruit ean 


be purchased in the large and spa- | 


cious “Publix Market.” 


In addition to Helen Audifrea and | 


Kirk Brown, Jr., the Henry Duffy 
local cast has bee ‘n augmented by 
George Leffingwell. Leo Carillo, who 
opens this week in “Lombardi, Ltd.” 
will be here for five plays, among 
them being “Magnolia,” “Bad Man,” 
Gypsy Jim” and “Little 


premiere in Seattle, 


Herschel Stuart, West Coast di- 
vision manager, has left for trips to 
Butte and Great Falls, Mont., to look 
over the W. C. houses in that terri- 
tory. 

The local press is plugging the 
fact that upon Mayor-elect Ed- 
ward’s return from the East, it 
would not be surprising to see the 
Mayor appoint Vie Gauntlett and 
Ben Shearer to important city jobs. 

Gauntlett is publicity director for | 
the Hamrick string of houses, | 
while Ben Shearer is head of a} 
theatre supply house. 


William Davis, for years treas- | 
urer of the Klaw and Erlanger 
Metropolitan, has resigned to go 


with Publix. Davis will make his 
headquarters in Chicago, where he 
will be associated in the production 
department. 

Local Orpheum is operating on a 
minimum overhead. It had many 
red weeks. 

George Pampe}, publicity man, is 
also acting as floorman, while other 
employees are doubling. House is 
rumored to close within the next 
few weeks. 

Alexander and Rodney Pantages | 
are expected here any day. It is 
reported that one of their principal 
missions in Seattle will be to give 
the Mayflower theatre, now under 
construction, the once over. A 


the . 


Heaven.” | 
The latter play will receive its world | 


uw $500 fine, 
}in the act of throwing a tear bomb 
;in Joe Danz’s Embassy theatre by 
one of the house staff. Danz has 
| been having much trouble and diffi- 
j culty with local labor unions. 
; The bomb question became 
tense that it spread to the 
lurgest houses, such as the 
ieee and the new Seattle (Pub- 

The local unions denied that they 
lad anything to do with the bomb- 
‘ine of the Danz houses and offered 


so 


{a reward of $500 if the guilty one | 


i would be found, 
| The six-months’ sentence 
Campbell is the maximum. 


given 


John Danz, owner of the Strand, 
j;has announced a cut of prices, with 


_ the tariff 10 cents mats and 15 
‘nights. Vaudeville two per 
| week, 

L. O. Lukan has taken over the 


local management fo First National 
Pictures exchange. Luke was for a 
time distriet chief for First Na- 
lions, but a recent re-organization 
mais made him local manager. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


By JAMES T. WYATT 
Portland—"“Showdown.” 
Broadway—"Sadie Thompson.” 
Oriental—-“Night Flyer.” 
Pantages—"Dressed to Kill.” 
Liberty—Will King revue, 

Week 
Rivoli—‘Speedy.” 
Columbia—"Beau Sabreur.” 
Music Box—Duffy Players 


hast 


Lyad business as a steady diet 
brought the Will King revue at the 
Liberty to a close this week. King 
show boosted receipts considerably, 
but failed to bring the house out of 
adeeided slump, 


No official announcement regard- 


' ing future policy of the Liberty is 


Some reports indicate that 
There 


made, 
the house may be Kept dark. 
is also likelihood that it may be 
tuken over by United Artists, which 
at present has no Portland stand, 


proposition is understood to have 
been made Pan to 
house, 


It looks like the bomb throwing 
menace in loca! theatres, prevalent 
here recently. has about sung its 
farewell. Judge Batchelor reeently 
imposed a six-month sentence upon 
Arthur Campbell, 22, together with 


take over the | hay 


Katherine Cornell 
Bainter, Grace Lakue, 
> Hamilton, Robert Warwick and Mr. 
Mrs. James Gleason are all in- 
on the program of guest 
stars, Which the Henry Duffy Play- 
ers Will have here this year. The 
Duffy Players move from the Music 
Box to the Heilig theatre next 
week, 


Alice Brady, 


cluded 


= 


Campbell was caught | 


town's | 
Fifth | 


Hale | 


VARIETY BUREAU 


_|WASHINGTON, D. C. 


616 The Argonne 
1629 Columbia Road, N. W. 
Telephone Columbia 4630 


By HARDIE MEAKIN 


-Walter 
“An Enemy to 
“Hamilet” Next, 


Belasco (Shubert)— 
den in “Caponsacci,’ 
the People’ and 
| “Kscape.” 
National 


ing “Potemkin” as extra feature. 

Columbia “Drums of Love”: 
next, “Laugh, Clown, Laugh.” 

Fox -- “Primrose Path"; next, 
“Soft Living.” 

Keith’s—"“Alias the Lone Wolf.” 

Little—"The Treasure” (Austra- 
lian made). 

Met — “Speedy” (third week): 
next, not announced, 

Palace—"Feel My Pulse”: next, 
“Basy Come, Eusy Go.” 
Rialto-—""Wild Geese”: next. “Blue 
Danube.” 

After lapse Loew houses are 
again rushing Chaney in--lust week 
{in “The Big City’ at the Palace 
then next week in “Laugh, Clown, 


at the Columbia, 

Following a week on the sick list 
S. J. Stebbins, producing stage at- 
tractions and managing the lox, is 
“somewhere in the South” for a 
rest. 


Laugh” 


Charley Puddock, running champ, 
is making @ personal appearance it 
the Polace this week, 

Harry Jarbee’s publicity 
is responsible for statement that 
this manager of the Gavety (bur- 
lesque) has porenased a silver fox 
farm in New York State. 


dispenser 


White As- 
sociation, 
and still cameramen covering 
town, held their annual banquet 
Saturday night in the ball room of 
the National Press Club. As usunl 


House Photographers’ 


Hamp- | 


(Erlanger-Rapley)-— | 


“Porgy” (¢Theatre Guild): next 
Steve Cochran's stock in “Buby 
Cyclone.” 

Poli’s (Shubert)—"simba”™ (film) 

Gayety (Burlesque)—"Nite Life 
in Paris.” 

PICTURES 
Band Box—"Last Moment” add- 


made up of the newsreel! | 
the | 


the President was the guest of | 
honor along with many members | 
of his cahinet. 

Gathering was unusual as there 


a 


a 


ATLANTA 


By ERNIE ROGERS 


Erlanger — “Saturday's Children” 

Howard — "Ramona" and !'ublix 
unit. 

Capitol—"Silk Legs" and inmnie 
jodges show, 

Keith’s Georgia— ‘Feel My l'ulse” 
nd vaude 

Metropolitan——“Valley of Giants.” 

Loew’s-——"Across to Sineapeore” 
nd vaude, 

Rialto—-Dark. 

Rialto theatre closed for the week 
V hile house is renovated and Movie- 


{tone and Vitaphone installations are 

made, Kirst Vitaphone tecture, 
week April 30, will pe “Tenderloin.” 
| Ray Teal, stage bandmaster and 
im. leaves tne end of nexi 

| week. Squabble salary caused 
the split. 


troupe, used as base of 
at Capitol 
gets through next week. 


Hodges 


and his) musical 
show 
for several weeks, also 


Jimmie 


| 


ATTENTION, 


Performers! 


Have you seen the new 
H & M Professional 
Open Top Trunk 
Now on Display? 


NEW YORK CITY 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


568 SEVENTH AVFINUE 


40th and 4)st 


NEW YORK CITY 
Phones: 
LONGACRE 6197 
PENN. 9064 


Strictly 
Union 

Made 
Professional 
Trunk 


Ret ween Ste 


ACCESSORIES 
The LITTLEJOHNS Rhinestones 


Anything in Rhinestones 


Also PERFECT Machine for Setting 
254 West 46th St. Chickering 7725 


BEAUTY CULTURE 


REDUCE SCIENTIFICALLY 
LOOK young, FEEL young, BE young 
Results Assured—Rates Keasonable 
SALLY WOLFE INSTITUTE 

585 West End Ave., New York 
Schuyler 8801 Cor. 88th St. 

REDUCE Henults ‘ed 

No starvation diet—No diflicult exercises 
(/BRIEN 

Room 210, 154 Nassau 
Uptown, 1658 B’way at 5ist 


CLEANERS 
MISCH 
Cleaner and Dyer 
Work Done Overnight 
Goods Caned for and Delivered 


225 W. 47th St. Lackawanna 3892 


Beekman 9125 
Circle 0465 


Theatrical 


_ COSTUMES 
EAVES COSTUME C0. 


Costumes of Every Description 


For Every Occasion 
110 West Forty-Sixth Street 


DRAPERIES 
NOVELTY SCENIC STUDIOS 


Draperies, Scenery, Stage Settings 
840 West 4iIst St. Lack, 9233 


TRIMMINGS 
Consolidated Trimming Co., Inc. 
Manufacturers and Designers 


Upholstery & Drapery Trimmings 
27-33 West 23d St. 


DESIGNERS 
JOHN WENGEh 
Art Director ana Designer of N Y 


Productions and 
MOTION PICTURE PRESENTATIONS 
939 8th Ave. Colambus 4569 


FABRICS 


DAZIAN’S. INC. 
THEATRICAL GOODS 
Bryant 1062-3937-6177 

142-144 West Forty-Fourth Street 


MAHARAM TEXTILE CO., Inc. 


Unusual Fabrics for Scenery i 
Costumes and Draperies from Our Own 
Bryant 2511 


107 W. 48th St. 


MENDELSOHN’S TEXTILE CORP. 


SCENERY AND COSTUME FABRICS 
Silks—Tinsel Cloth—Plushes 
156 W. 45th St. Bry. 7372-5234 


FLORISTS 


Say with flowers 


The Appropriate Gift 


A. WARDENDORFF, INC. 
Hotel Astor Lack. 6568 
FURS 


BLUMENFIELD’S 
Fur Coats cleaned, 
Storage and Remodeling 
Catering to the Profession 
204 State-Lake Bldg., Chicago 
Phone Dearborn 1255 


REN TED 


GO 


Rented For All Occasions 
Widest Sclection, Exctusive Designs and 
VERY MOPERATE RATES — You Will 
It Interesting ent Economical to Call at 
MME. NAFTAL 
69 West 45th Street Bryant 0670-41163 


JEWELRY 


A. S. BORG 


Buys Diamonds, O!d Gold, Silver, Plati- 
num, Pawn Tickets and Gold eles Work 


GOWNS and WRAPS of EVERY DESCRIPTION | 


ern Jewelrs 


We also Fell Antiague and Mo 
All Kinds ot ‘iene 
298 Sth Ave., Cor 31st St., 146 W. 23d St. 
1543-4 BRYANT 


E. HEMMENDINGER, INC 
JEWELERS 
38 West 46th Street 


Opp. Friars’ Club 


glazed and relined, %20 


Find | 


| LOANS 


| On Diamonds, Jewelry, Furs, Clothing, 
Musical Instruments 
and All Kinds of Personal 


PAUL KASKEL & SONS 


9 Colurmbus Av., bet. 59th and 60th Sts. 
Celambas 1442, 1443. 5483 


PROPER TIES 


| 


Theatrical Properties Studio 


Travelers Mechanical Props 
Dancing Mats 

Furnished Complete—We Aiso Rent 

Penn, 7377 


Preperty Boxes 


Productions 
West 44th Street 


- -- 


LIGHTS 


Dispiay Stage 


Co. 
Hi EVERY 


334-340 Ww. 44th 
DUWICO 
‘EVERYTHING ELECTHKICAL 
FOR THE THEATRE’ 
$15-317 W. 47th Street Penn. 


| STAGE HARDWARE 


2459-1590 


-~ 


| J. R. CLANCY, Inc. 
STAGE HARDWARE 
i SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
STAGE RIGGING 


PETER CLARK, INC. 

534 West 30th Street 
STAGE EQUIPMENT 
Orchestra, Organ Console and Stage 
Elevators 


| RESTAURA NTS 


St.—Broadway—tith St. 
Cover 


Dining, 


KATINKA 


Famous Russian Resta t 
Luncheon 650, Dinner $1.25 
at Lussian and Gy}; 
Dance! j 
af 100 W. 48th St. Circle 0339 


THEATRE EQUIPMENT 


“SIMPLEX and POWER’S 
PROJECTORS 


| INTERNATIONAL PROJ EC TOR CORP. 


Carrier Engineering Corporation 
ac Weather 
Air ¢ onditioning Refrigeration 
Automatically Controlled 
39 Cortlandt St, Rector $941 


tured 


j “yO Gold Street NEW YORK 


HEYW0OOD-WAKEFIELD 
THEATRE SEATING 


New York, Chicago, Boston 
and Other Principal Cities 


| MUSIC AND MAI ERIAL 


— 


RUSiC 

| MU TING « Vaudeville 


Allegro Music Printing Co., Ine. 
| Specialists im Every Branch 
! of Music Printing 
47th St Longacre 5461 


315-317 W 


RAYNER, DALHEIM & CO. 


MANUSCRIPTS 


SAMUEL £RiNCH 


Incorporated 1898 


2054- itl, 


Oldest Play-Publishere in the World 
T R. Ectwards, Managing Director 
| 25 West 45th St. NEW YORK WN. ¥. 


SCENERY 


YELLENTI 


Stage Settings eneee and Executed 
| Fron: a Script to the Curtain 
| NEW ADDRE ss 
| 348 West 40th St. PENN 


—-POR RENT 
Scenery, Stage Settings, Decoration 


| PREMIER SCENERY STUDIOS 


3140 West 41st st. Lack, 9233 
= EN IC CONSTRUC TION 
FRANK DWYER. Inc. 
BtILDERS OF 


SCENERY 
542 West 5 


5th St. Columbus 2050 | 


SCHOOLS 


De REVUELT Dance Stu dios 


rofessionais taught for Hotels ara Clubs 


|} Acrobatic, Adagio, Liotbering, Stretching Tango, 
Waltz. French Apache, Spanish Casianetos 
Routines and Bookings 


1!) West Seth St. 


Sche sler 9631 


STAG E DANCING 


Acrobatic, Seft Shoe. Small Cia ses, $1, 
Guaranteed routines, $25 up iginal 
aterial furnished for acts latter 
Dances, Songs). 

Acts coached, managed and jlaced 


A 


12-120 Fast 


638 7th at 54th Street. 


WILLIAM BROOKS 
925 Bih Avenue At S5th Street 


| John Murray Anderson- Robt. Milton 


School of the Theatre and Dance 
Professionas Scboot for Professionele 
Diction, Acting, Dancing of Ali lypes 


Arranged Acts Stuged 
Skth St. Viaza 421-4525 


Routines 


JACK BLUE 
Supreme Authority on all Character 
ong and Dance Impersonati ne 
K lines Arranged~-Professionals 
All kinds of Tap and Fancy Dan ing 
231 West Street. Cohtumbus 5918 


JACK MANNING STUDIOS 


SPECIALIST IN TEACHING 
PAP DANCING 


West 47th Street 44” 


FOOTWEAR 


Spring Now on 
Toe Batiet of Every ription 
Phone Circle 9878 


110 


SUPPLIES 


— 


J. J. WYLE & BROS., INC. 


A full line of Gold and Silver Brocadeg 
| Metal Cloths, Gold and Silve: irim- 
mings, Hhinestones, Spangies lights, 
Opera Hose, ete, for stage costumes 


18-20 East New York City 


THEATRICAL TRUNKS 


TAYLOR'S Theatrical TRUNKS 


2ith St., 


The standard trunk of the profession 


Foll line of leather 


TAYLOR’S 
115 West 45th Bt. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 25, 1928 


ARTHUR UNGAR in 
Loew’s State Bidg., Suite 
707 So. Broadway, Trinity 


VARIETY’S LOS ANGELES OFFICE 


LOS ANGELES 


Professionals have the free use of Variety's 
Angeies Office tor 
may be addressed care Variety. Loew’s State 


Los 


Bidg., Suite 
held subject 


tisea im Variety's Letter List. 


information. Mail 


1221-22, Los Angeles. it wili be 
to call ot torwarded, or adver- 


Putting a good show together is 
an accomplisament. It seems ap- 
parent from the last week's show 
at the Orpheum that those gentle- 
men back on the sixth floor of that 
- edifice dedicated to vaudeville ari 
in New York have been reaching 
their hands into the grab baske. 
pulling out half a dozen or so names 
and saying they will be in Los An- 
geles on such and such date. Act: 
these gentlemen have picked indi- 
vidually are good, but collectively, 
when put together on one biil, nov 
so good. Last weeks show was 
especially of that order. Eight act: 
were on the bill and of that numbe. 
seven resurted tu sung at one time 
or another and pussiply the othei 
turn might have done so too if it 
were not a pusing act. 

Show started off siowly and kep. 
at that gait through the entire firsi 
part. Oniy one turn got better than 
a ripple so far as appiause was con- 
cerned in this section at the Sunday 
night show, when house does morc 
business than at any other tw. 
evening performances of the week. 
Last part got off much better. 

They have a great little organis: 
here in this chap Alton who grinds 
the keys during the intermission 


FOR MODERN 
SENSATIONAL 
STAGE 
DANCING 
Stretching and 
Limbering Exercises 

Now at 


132-136 W. 43d St. 


iLyebrows and 
Lashes Darkened 
Permanently 


Coloura darkens them permanently with one 
application. Easy to apply—harmiess. Un- 
affected by washing, creams, perspiraticn. 
etc. Eyebrows and lashes shaped and dark- 
encd by experts at our shops, 50c. Box of 
Coloura with instructions. $1.25 pvstpaid. 


Spires, 26 W. 38th St. & 34 W. 46th St., N.Y. 


THEATRICAL OUTFITTERS 
1580 Broadway New York City 


DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 W. 72d St., New York City 
The Sunshine Shoppe 
OPERA LENGTH HOSIERY 


and the dainty things milady 
loves 


Guerrini & Co. 
The Leading ane 
Largest 
ACCORDION 
FACTORY 
the Uniteo State: 


The only tactory 

that makes any set 

f Reeds — made by 

hand. 

277-279 Comumbus 
Avenue 

San Francisco. Cat 

Free Catatogues 


MOST ORIGINAI 


COFFEE SHOP 
in the Golden West 
Carl—MULLER’S—Lill 
“TWO OLD TIMERS” 
Direct from Train or Theatre 

‘ You Are Welcome 
724 So. Hil! St., Los Angeles 


ARTHUB F. SMITH Presents 


“EXCESS BAGGAGE” 


By John McGowan 
Directed by Ralph W. Bell 
Featuring ROBERT WOOLSEY 
NOW PLAYING 
Figueroa Playhouse, Los Angeles 
Phone Va. 7344 


Charge 

1221-22 

3711-3712 

a4uat hoy sure brings plenty of 
smnusic out of the consoles and the 


cuscomers enjoy his stuff too, But 
Wily tae song-p.uggers in tue wings. 

biggest o1 biil Was Venita 
Gou.u in next to Snut spot with 
aer churaccer recital Wuen thar 
sal puned ner “issu.u Belie” char- 
uccemzaiuon she just tore the house 
uown, ‘sney nave not seen laay 
+n tnese parts for some time anu 
.voOks as tnough they enjoy hei 
work. wiay Wiich aiaed by Pail anu 
aer troupe, held over, opened inter- 
wuission, Wirth turn had a 
suuch easier time in getting the 
uuaience interested than the week 
veiore, Miss Wirth’s fiying acro- 
vatics on tne steed just wowed the 
.i0b, Closing was “wxarisian Art’ 
with May Day and Eisie Vavis do- 
.Ng the aozen poses. A nifty closing 
that will aiways hold them in. 

Opening were Frank Jerome ana 
Eveiyn with acrobatics and eccen- 
._ric dance routine. came Lew 
»c€ymour and Jennie Howard with 
cneir song and dance and blackout 
revue. Unburdened themse:ves 
.ots of material and effort but the 
inob out front were not so strong 
.or the recipe. After that were 
Yorothy and Rosetta Ryan with 
cheir comedy harmony chanting. 
uirls have great personalities. Ro- 
setta has good sense of comedy 
va.ue. As a double combination the 
sisters are ideal for the big vaudc 
or picture houses. 

Next to closing the first hali 
Dorothy Ryan hopped in to aid 
.immy Conlin in his “Morning, Noon 
and Night” skit on account of the 
absence of Naomi Glass. She was 
sreat straight for Conlin and turn 
uid nicely. Closing first part was 
Ada Reeve aided by Nora O'Malley 
at the ivories. Gang out here do 
not recall the Ada Reeve of old and 
were not so spontaneous as they 
might have been in respondivs tc 
ner efforts. Ung. 


One-Eiye Connolly, former gatc 
crasher, feels he had enough ex- 
perience. to work the other end olf 
che racket. After several weeks as 
rateman at Fox Studios, Connolly 
1a8 now busted int» pictures as 
cicket taker of the side show se- 
quences of “The Barker,” which 
first National is making with Mil- 
ion Sills starred. 


has Roy D'Arcy, 
formeriy under contract to M-G-M, 
-or featuring in four pictures. 
Montagu Love signed a four pic- 


ture contract with T-S, 


Tiffany-Stahl 


Pathe-DeMille was the first 
motion picture company permitted 
to film scenes inside the new five 
million dollar city hall, having its 
official opening April 26. 

Interior of the city license bureau 
was used by BE. H. Griffith in direct- 
‘ng a scene for “Love Over Night,” 
tlarring Rod La Rocque. 


John M. Saunders, Paramount 
writer, is en route East to attend the 
annual dinher of the National Press 
Club in Washington, D. C., May 3. 
“Wings” is slated to be shown at 
the dinner. 

Gotham starts production on “U. 
S. Smith,” original by Gerald Beau- 
mont, with Icddie Gribbon, Lila Lee 
and Mickey Bennett in the cast. 
Joseph Henebery directing. 

Alberta Rabheliati, contract stock 
actor for Fox, has changed his 
screen name to Gino Conti. 


Arthur Stone signed a two-year 
contract with. Fox to act in pictures. 
Stone worked for qa year or more in 
stock at the First National lot and 
was appearing in “Chicken a la 
King,” directed by Henry Lehrman 
for Fox when the new contract was 
signed. 

A new set of officers for the Los 
Angeles Theatre Managers’ Associa- 
tion, Inc. Fred <A. Miller, of the 
Carthay Circle, replaced James Mc- 
Kowen, western representative for 
K. A.-O., as president. Other officers 
are Edward Belasco, Belasco theatre, 
vice-president; Cal A. Walker, Pan- 
tages, treasurer, and John J. Kelley, 
secretary. 

On the board of directors are Alex- 
ander Pantages, Pantages circuit; 
Harold B. Franklin, West Coast 
Theatres; Sid Grauman, Grauman’s 


PAUL 


& SON 


Foreign Exchange Also Take 
Oldest Agency in U. S. Speci 


PAUL TAUSIG & 
Seventh Ave. & 40th St. — Times 


>>> NOTE NEW ADDRESS 


TAUSIG—SAILINGS 


Steamship Accomodations Arranged on All Lines at Lowest Rates 


EUROPEAN CONNECTIONS—Passage Taken Care of Both Ways 


TIMES SQUARE TRAVEL BUREAU 


PHONE PENN. 2800 


FOR 


n Care of, Bought and Sold 
alizing on Theatrical Travel 


SON Management 
Square Trust Co.— NEW YORK 


Chinese; George C. Sackett, Or- 
pheum; Fred J. Butler, Belasco; S. 
E. Masters, Olympic Auditorium; 
Henry Duffy, El Capitan, and Ben I. 
Berinstein, president of the M. P. T. 
O. A., of Southern California. 


George Gibson, formerly of the 
Consolidated Film laboratories in 
Chicago, is on the coast acting as 
assistant to H. J. Yates, president of 
the Consolidated Film Industries. 
G.bson will act as the west coast 
laboratory contact man for studios. 


Josephine Dunn, formerly under 
contract to Paramount, will play the 
girl lead in M-G-M's “Excess Bag- 
gage,” which James Cruze is direct- 
ing. 

Balance of cast includes William 
Haines, Ricardo Cortez, Tom Dugan 
and Greta Cranstedt. 


West Coast Theatres Circuit has 
made some changes in their pub- 
licity and managerial staffs in the 
Seattle division, managed by Her- 
schel Stuart.’ Jules B. Reisman, 
formerly assistant manager of 65th 
Avenue, Seattle, was promoted to 
manager of Mt. Baker, American 
and Egyptian theatres in Belling- 
ham; George Douglas was made 
resident manager of the same 
houses; Al W. Gillis, publicity, was 
transferred from Bellingham to 
work under Harry Gillespie at Lib- 
erty, Capitol and Majestic theatres 
in Yakima, 


M. H. Hoffman, vice-president of 
Tiffany-Stahl Productions, has pur- 
chased an estate on Hillside ave- 
nue, Cost around $80,000. 


Baron Hartsough, organist, who 
recently returned after a six months’ 
stay in Honolulu, sailed for Panama 
where he has been appointed chief 
organist at the Cecelia, City of 
Panama, 


West Coast Theatres are tempo- 
rarily closing down the California, 
Berkeley. 


Incorporation papers were filed in 
Sacramento for the Patriotic Film 
Co., Long Beach, capitalized at $500,- 
000. Directors are Frank Newman, 
Edward Dobbins and Bertha Dob- 
bins. 


Fox has started production on 
“The Farmer’s Daughter,” starring 
Marjorie Beebe, with Arthur Ros- 
son directing. 

Cast includes Sam de Grasse, 
Barry Norton, Gordon Griffith and 
Harry Duncanson, 


Harold Elias, who has_ been 
uandling exploitation for M-G-M 


out of the Denver Exchange, has 
veen transferred to Seattle and is 
joing like work in the territory sur- 
ounding that key center. 


Josephine Lovett, contract sce- 
narist to M-G-M, will leave shortly 
or Engiand to join her husband, 
John S. Robertson. 

He is now there directing pictures 
-or an English film concern. 


First National switched release 
iitle of Colleen Moore’s “Fleurt tc 


Heart” to “Happiness Ahead,’ and 
nas placed the “Heart to Heart” 
‘itle on their current Lloyd Hughes- 
Mary Astor picture, directed by 
William Beaudine. 

Charles Murray’s “The Boss of 
“ittle Arcady” will be titled “Th« 
Mead Man” when it hits the release 
sheets. 


Upon completion of “The Bush- 
ranger” for M-G-M, Tim McCoy 
will abandon picture acting for a 
month to attend military trainin, 
‘ervice with the llth Cavalry at 
\lonterey, Cal. 

This is an annual event that Mc- 
‘oy must attend to retain his pres 
nt rank in the U. S. Army. 

The fourth annual gambol of th 
Catholic Motion Picture Guild of 
America added close to $10,000 for 
‘he organization. The benefit wa 
eld at the Philharmonic Audito- 
ium, with Johnny Hines and Kd- 
mund Lowe acting as masters o*% 
-eremonies. About 60 acts ap- 
neared. Many of the performer 
who had bits included celebrities 
who have retired from stage anc 
‘creen during the past 10 years 
There were also picture stars and 
sets from the various theatres in 
town. 

The benefit was staged under the 
~ersonal supervision of the Rev- 
erend Michael J. Mullins and John 
W. Considine as president of tlic 
organization, which has some 20? 

members. 


S. George Uliman, business man- 
ger for the late Rudolph Valentin: 
is one of a group who have ore: 
ived to conduct theatres in Cali‘e 
nia. 

The concern was {ncorporated 
$1,000,000 at Sacramento. Others i 
the enterprise are R. C. Willinin 
Raymond Stewart and Arthur < 
Fisher. 


Se 


Another incorporation {fs at 


ramento, of the Museum of Califor- 
nia History, Inc., for $25,000. The” 
purpose of the museum is to show 
wax figures to bear resemblance of 
prominent picture stars in_ the 
proper scenic setting with lighting 
affects. Also to show important 
scenes in events in California his- 
tory. The incorporators of this 
proposition are L. E. Oates, Albert 
V. Weigal, S. G. Campbell, O. C. 
Reichert and Charles Thompkins. 

Irving Cummings will direct the 
screen version of the stage play, 
“La Gringa,” for Fex, with Marta 
Alba featured. 

Cummings, with his staff and 
needed members of the cast, will 
spend about two weeks on location 
around Boston and New Bed.-ord to 
secure scenes for the picture, 


Marie Dressler and J. Farrell Mc- 
Donald will be featured in Fox’s 
“Mother Knows Best,” starring 
Madge Bellamy. Jack Blystone will 
lirect. 


DETROIT 


Variety’s Detroit Office 
Tuller Hotel 


By JOE BIGELOW 


Cass (Shubert-Stair)—“The Great 
Necker” (1st week). 

Garrick (Shubert-Stair)—‘Abie’s 
Irish Rose” (4th week). 

Lafayette  (Shubert-Stair)— 
Thurston. 

Bonstelle Playhouse—‘Two Girls 
Wanted” (stock). 

Majestic — ‘‘Naughty Cinderella” 
(Woodward Players). 

Adams (Kunsky)—‘“Speedy” (2d 
week). 

Capitol (Kunsky)—“The Show- 
down”; “Bubbling Over,” unit. 

Fox Washington (Fox)—‘Mother 
Meachree’’—Movietone (3d week). 


Madison (Kunsky) — “Chicago” 
(2d week). 
Michigan (Kunsky-Publix)— 


“Helen of Troy”; “Hula,” unit. 
New Detroit (Whitney)—‘“Wings” 
($1.65; 3d week). 
United Artists (U. A.) — “The 
Dove” (2d week). 


Orsental (Miles)—‘“Their Hour,” 
Pan vaude. 
State (Kunsky) — “Big Noise,” 


Loew vaude, stage band. 
Temple (K-A-O)—‘Very Confi- 
dential,” K-A vaude. 


Cadillac—“Girls From MHappy- 
land” (Mutual). 

Stock burlesque downtown at 
Broadway Strand, Loop, Palace, 


National and Avenue theatres. 


Negotiations to troupe “The Scar- 
let Woman” directly to Detroit 
from Los Angeles have been com- 
pleted and the coast production. 
with original cast, will open May 
14 at the Cass. Pauline Frederick 


Hipp—“Coney Island.” - 

Great Lakes—“That’s My Daddy.” 

Loew’s—“Across to Singapore.” 

Lafayette—“Ham and Eggs at the 
Front.” 

Court Street (stock) — “Woman 
Against Woman.” 


The Wagner stock opens at the 
Erlanger theatre April 30 with 
“March Hares,” featuring Vivian 
Tobin and Richard Bird. Alice 
Brady in “The Road to Rome” is 
underlined for the second week. 

The Shubert Teck closes the sea- 
son next week with “The Wrecker.” 
The Gayety (burlesque) went dark 
for the summer season Saturday. 


Royce Grimm, beauty contest pro- 
moter, under indictment here on 
charges of violation of the Mann act, 
is continuing his operations. Last 
Saturday at Niagara alls he staged 
a “perfect girl” contest at the 
Stra 1d. Sherry McDonald was 
chosen over a field of 38. 

‘Thelma Williams, described as 
Miss Pittsburgh in the 1926 national 
beauty contest, was assistant to 
Grimm in the Niagara Falls contest. 
The Federal indictment here asises 
out of charges of having illegally 
transported Miss Williams to Buf- 
falo. Since the indictment, Jesse 


Williams girl, has filec suit for $100,- 
000 against Grimm for alienation 
of his wife’s affections. 


Public Sale for Cash of Indiana 
Theatre Property at Terre 
Haute, Indiana 


By Order of Court in Bankruptcy, 
the undervigned Trustee will sell on 
the premises at public auction on 
May 10, 1928, at 10:00 A. M., the fol- 
lowing property: 


Real Estate, 180 x 14@ feet, with 
theatre building seating more than 
1,700, including Wurtlitzer Organ, 
seats and equipment of a going 
vaudeville and picture house. Also 
six front offices and five front store- 
rooms in building. 


Property is appraised at $390,667.00 
and cannot be sold for less than 
three-fourths of such appraisement. 
The sale will be made subject to 
bond issue of $250,000 principal, with 
interest from January 1, 1928, at 7% 
per annum, and subject to a lease 
having 27 years to run in favor of 
Wabash Theatres Corp., and free and 
clear of all other liens or claims ex- 
cept the November installment 1927 
taxes and taxes assessed in 1928. 


Further particulars can be had from 
MILLER DAVIS, TRUSTEE 
402 STAR BUILDING 
TERRE HAUTE, IND. 


will probably have the lead here. 
asin L. A, 
Theatres in Toronto have been 


notified daylight saving time will be ; 
effective April 29 and continue un- 
til Sept. 20. 

Harry Papanastasious, 32, of 215 | 
Monroe avenue, was seriously shot | 
when he attempted to gain an 
apology for an insult to Loretta ! 
Conwell, entertainer at the Acropo- | 
lis Coffee House, Greek cabaret. 


| 
“Night in Spain” at the nabars! 
Detroit, April 29. House dark this | 
week after a fair fortnight with | 
“Gay Paree.” 
When producing “Is Zat So?” in} 
the near future the Majestic (stock) | 
will import Richard Taber and! 
Alice Hanley (Mrs. Taber) do | 
their original roles. 


to 


R TRUNK 


XX PROFESSIONAL 


$75 


Our conscientious observance of 
essential details of manufacture 
has pleased the profession for 
more than 69 years, 

TAYLOR TRUNKS are depend- 
able and serviceable; the stand- 

ot the profession Buy 
from the manufacturer. 
TAYLOR TRUNKS are sold only 
at our stores, 
® The Pioneers of Theatrical Trunks 
ae Under the same management since (859 


TAYLOR’S 
West 45th St., NEW YORK 
28 East Randolph St., CHICAGO 


Louis Usrael plans to build a pic- 
ture theatre, around 1,000 seats, at 
17th and Euclid, Cleveland. The 
downtown site, opposite the Palace, 
is now occupied by a bank, 


BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 


Shubert-Teck—“The Wrecker.” 
Erlanger — Stoops to Con- 
quer.” 


Buffalo—"“The Gaucho.” 


SCENERY 


and DRAPERIES 


SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO. Columbus. oO. 


“AME STANDARD ENGRAVING CO: In 
39 Sty NEW YORK, 


. 


Designers and Creators of Special 
for many of the motion picture 


sible musical stock and tab show 


FANCHON and MAR 
543 So. Olive Street 


FANCHON and MARCO COSTUME CO. 


Show Gir] and Chorus Cosiumes 
producers and all Fanchon and 


Marco West Coast presentations. These costumes for rent to respon- 


companies at reasonable prices. 


CO COSTUME CO. 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 


LER 


The 


weer. 


world’s largest’ manuf 
We 
New York: Broadway at 46th Street 


INTERNATIONALE 
CAKS 


fit entire companies, also 


acturer of theatrical foot- 
} individual orders, 


‘hicage: 137 So. State Street 


Gray of Pittsburgh, .usband of the- 
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VARIETY 


HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE 


HOTEL HUDSON 


ALL NEWLY OECORATED 
$8 and Up Single 
$12 and Up Double 


ot and Cold Water and 
in Each Room 


402 WEST “4th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 
Phone: BRYANT 1228-29 


HOTEL FULTON 


(In the Heart of New York) 
9 and Up Single 
14 and Up Double 


Shower Baths, Hot and Cold 
Water and Telepnone 


Electric Fan in euch room 
264-268 WEST 46th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 
Phone: Lackawanna 6990-1 


Opposite N. V. A. 


157 WEST 47m ST. 
NEW YORK CITY 


TO THE PROFESS'|ON 
We offer more for the 
mney than any hotel 


LORRAINE 


SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 UP 
DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH. $14.00 WEEKLY 
LEONARD HICKS. President 


Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 


GRANT 


SINGLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH, $1.25 AND $1.50 PER DAY 
_ SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 PER DAY 
DOUBLE ROOM WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 PER WEEK 
DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH. $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 


“HOTEL KILKEARY, Pittsburgh 


NEW HOTEL Absolutely 
100 Rooms Fireproof 
100 Showers PITTSBURGH’S HOTEL FOR THE PROFESSION Artistic Steel 
and Tubs Conveniently Located Within Five Minutes of All Furniture 
Double Rooms DOWNTOWN THEATRES J. F. KILKEARY 
5 Announcing the Opening of New Restaurant and Coffee Shop Proprietor 
Singie Rooms s THE FAYETTE NINTH ST. and 
$2.50 and $3.00 In Connection with the Hotel—Something Different, Good Food, Reasonable Prices PENN AVE. 


— = - - 


LOU HOLTZz’S 
| 


YANDIS COURT 


241 WEST 43D STREET, NEW YORK CITY 
PHONE LACKAWANNA 7740 


Weekly One and Three Rooms, Bath, Kitchen 
Completely Furnished 
$17 Up 


In the Heart of Times Square 
WRITE, PHONE OR WIRE FOR RESERVATION 


Monthly | 
$70 Up 


| 
| 
| 


One of the Finest Hotels in Times Square 
CATERING TO THE BEST IN THE PROFESSION 


The NEW FLANDERS 


47th to 48th St., East of Broadway, New York 


$2.00 Single, Public Bath; Double, $2.50 Up 
Single with Bath, $2.50; Double, $3.00 Up 


SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES TO THE PROFESSION 
F. W. BIZEL, Resident Manager 


A 


600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 
LANDSEER APTS. BENDOR COURT 


245 West 5ist Street 343 West 55th Street 
Columbus 8950 Columbus 6066 


IRVINGTON HALL HENRI COURT 
5 Jest “ist Street 


312 West 48th Street 
Columbus 1360 3830 Longacre 


HILDONA COURT 


341-347 West 45th Street. 3560 Longacre 
1-2-3+4-reom apartments. Each apartment with private bath, phone, 
kitchen, kitchenette. 
$18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 

The largest maintainer of housekeeping furnished ap: 
ai partments direct] 
under the supervision of the owner. Located in the center of the 
theatrical district. All fireproof buildings. 


Address all communications to 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 
Principal Office: Landseer Apts., 245 West 5ist Street, New York 
Apartments can be seen evenings. Office in each building. 
Will Lease by the Week. Month or Year — Furnished or Unfurnished. 


LETTERS 


When Sending for Mail te 
VARIETY, address Mail Clerk. 


POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING 
OIBCULAR LETTERS WILL NOF 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 


Avendana Car! Leeder Rae 
Leonard Frank 
McNaughton M 


ell Adelaia 
B Monteford Jeanne 


Blair Howard 
Byrum Mildred 
Naldi Frank 
Conlan Paul Norton Rita 
Darrel! Rupert 
Davies Ethel 
Day Betty 
Dayton Lewis 
Dixon Mae 


Peters Frank 
Racino Francis 
Swain Chas 
Thomas Mrs H 


Thampson Lloyd 
Thurimnan Bros 


Gallagher Richard 
Granville Dorothy 


Harte Dolores 
Hayes Jimmie Van Rex 
Victor Vic 
Vincent Ralph 
Vinocur Jack 
Velma Walters 


Jines & Jacqueline 
Johnston David 
Jones Isham 


Keene Dick Widen E E 
Larkin Peter Wright & Marion 


CHICAGO OFFICE 


Arillo Chas Lange Woward 
Leonard Albert 
Arnold Catherine Leslie Geo 

Lester Housen & C 
Bainsfair Frank 
Berger Bob 
Brunnies Merritt 
Buckley Jack 
Burns Richard 


Martin A R 
Marvin & Van 
McDermott Loretta 
McDondal 3 


Carrol & James 
Collins Earl K 
Conlan Paul 


Newman W H 
O'Brien Edna 


Early Jufal 


Paggette Paddy 
Ellison Jack > 


Pymm F & 
Reed & Lucey 
Renault Frances 
Rogers & King 
Rome & Dunn 
Royal Danes 


Ferguson Mae 
First Barney 
Frohman Bert 


Garham Wm 
Gibsons Nav 
Gifford Wm 
Gilbert Bert 


Siggie 

Smeck Roy 
Spencer Paul 
Steinbeck Bruno 
Stevens Flo 
Sylvester & Vance 


Hamblet Vieve 
Hammond Al 
Herman Lewis 
ertz Lillian 
Higgins Robert 
ogan & Stanley 
unter Georgie 


Thornton Richard 
Turner Townsend 


Ubright Dottie 
Nyenos Japs 
Weise Bruno 
West Irene 
White Pierre 
Wilson Geo P 
Wright Geo M 
Wynn Ray 
Yuga M 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Variety’s San Francisco Office 
Loew’s Warfield Bldg. 
(Room 615) Prospect 1363 


Iversen Fritzie 


Jacobs Chas 
Janette & Alfredo 


Kavana ugh Stan 
Kent Leon 


By JACK EDWARDS 


Board of Arbitration, fol- 
Owing a series of conferences, has 
formally adopted the new standard 
exhibition contract, effective May 1. 
My atty Feehan, S. FE. Levis and Sol 
a are the exhibitor representa- 
Univ of the board. W. J. Heineman, 
Br ersal; Morgan Walsh, Warner 
~TOs., and M. KB. Cory, Pathe, repre- 
Sent the distributors. 


Charles Perry, formerly with the 


Saxe cireyi 
axe Cireuvit and more recently man- 


“A REAL HOME FOR THE PROFESSION 


MARYLAND HOTEL 


104-W. 49th St., New York City—Ownership Management 
Courteous Treatment 


Large Rooms ¢ Double Room 
Running Water 00 .50 
Newly Decorated a day Newly Furnished 


for 2, Bath 
andup Special Weekly Kates 


Immaculately Clean $ 


a day and Shower 
and up 


P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 
FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


Phone: LONGACRE 


THE BERTHA 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. CLEAN AND AIRY. 


325 West 43rd Street NEW YORK CITY 


Private Bath. 3-4 Rooms. Catering to the comfort and convenience of 
the profession. 
STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT- - - = = $15.00 UP 


ager of the Colorado, Pasadena, has;and credit on the staging and di- 
been named manager of the Gran-|rection of Walter B. Gilbert, gen- 
ada here (West Coast-Publix). eral stage manager for Duffy for 

—_— several years. It also serves to 
bring back te the Duffy stage a 
couple of favorites in Kenneth Daig- 
neau and Thomas Chatterton, and 
also reveals, for the first time on a 
local stage, Enid Markey, former 
screen actress. The Cohan comedy 
got away to an excellent start cur- 
rently and promises to continue at 
the President until well into 
summer, 


Principal Theatres Corporation 
has bought the interests of Chas. 
Frailer in the Tracy, Tracy, Cal. 


M. Blumenfeld circuit will shortly 
begin erection of a new picture house 
in Placerville. Blumenfeld has just 
sold his interest in the Strand, at 
Gilroy, and the Morgan Hill, at Mor- 
gan Hill, to Hyman Levin and Ben 
Levin. Ben Levin remains as local 
manager, With headquarters at Gil- 
roy. 


Paul Morgan, cornetist with Rube 
Wolf’s stage band at the Warfield, 
; is going east to join Walter Roes- 
Western sales representatives and ner at the Capitol, New York. 
exchange managers of First National | poesner was formerly m. of ¢. at 
will hold a sales convention here at the Warfield. 
the St. Francis, May 7, 8 and 9. 
States represented will be Washing- 


ton, Oregon, California, Montana, Asort of illustrated overture is be- 
Nevada, Colorado, Utah, Arizona, | ing tried out at the Grenada. While 


Andrea Setaro conducts the house 
band in the pit, colored motion ma- 
rine views are thrown on the screen 
giving an unusual atmosphere to 
the orchestra] rendition. 


New Mexico and Idaho. Ned De- 
pinet, general sales manager, will 
preside. 


San Francisco Players’ Guild is 
reported seeking financial assistance 
outside its regular ranks of sub- 
scribers. The Community Play- 
house, which the Piayers sponsor, 
has been offered to several locai 
legit managers who, however, have 
turned down the proposition, pasing 
their action on the small capacity 
and inconvenient location. Reginald | couver include Seattle and Port- 
Travers is staging productions for | land, and also to Hollywood and 
the Guild, with “The Mikado” cur- | Los Angeles, and invariably makes 
rent, opening April 28. the trip by car. Mrs. Duffy (Dale 
Winter) usually accompanies “Ter- 

Henry Duffy's next attraction at | ry,” but the latter does practically 
the Alcazar will be “Tommy,” to/ all the driving. 
follow “Take My Advice,” current. 
“Tommy” will be the initial age 

aking over the ol 
Los Angeles, | trips to Honolulu by Colleen Moore 
which the coast producer is renam- and Richard 3arthelmess, both 
ing President. First National, Louis R. Greenfield, 

who operates several picture houses 
in Hawaii, arranged with the two 
screen actors to make personal ap- 
pearances while there, The detail: 


Henry Duffy, coast stock pro- 
ducer, with eight houses, has be- 
come one of the coas*'s most con- 
sistent auto commu cers. Duffy 
makes frequent trips te his north- 
ern houses which besides Van- 


Taking advantage of vacation 


BE. L. Kaw arrived here to pro- 
duce local subjects for Fox Movie- 
tone. He expects to direct a crew 


“Raby Cyclone” reflects ability Loew's Warfield here. 


OTEL CONTINENTAL 


BROADWAY ar NewYork 


it SPECIAL PROFESSIONAL RATES 


> 


MONTREAL, Canada 


Make Your Home at the 


LA SALLE 


APARTMENT HOTEL 


Drummond Street 


Reduction in Rates 
Large Room Private Bath 
$16.50 Week 
TWO PERSONS 


Single Room, Hot and Cold 
Hotel America 
155 West 47th St., New York City 
Phone Lryant 0094 


L 
MiDtown Activitios 


HOTEL ELK 
205 WEST 53D ST. 
Single, $10-$14 weekly 

Double . $3 extra 

Tel. CiRcle 0210 


Special weekly rates to the profession 
Restaurant in connection 


‘THE DUPLEX 


HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 
330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Longacre 17132 


Modernly farnished. Transients, §2 


RUANO APARTMENTS 
ana tour rooms witm vatn, | Eighth Ave. (49th St. ) 


particular. Will accommodate four CHICKERING 3550 
or more adults. 2-3 Rooms, Bath and Kitchenette. Ac- 
$12.00 UP WEEKLY commodate 3-5 Persons. Complete Hotel 
service, Attractively furnished, 
Under New Management 
$20 WEEKLY UP 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. a 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 
Wieting—F rank Wilcox Co., stock 
in “The Baby Cyclone,” 
Temple—Temple Players, stock, in 
“Stella Dallas.” 
B. F. Keith’s— Vaudefilm 
Loew’s State "The Latest from 


Three and four rooms with bath, 


Grencort Apts. 


200 W. 50th St., N.Y. C. 


1 and 2 Room Apartments with Bath 


Paris” and “Sun Shades,” Publix from $15 Up 

unit. 
Strand—"‘Old Ironsides.” REOPENING MAY 1 
Eckel ‘A Girl in Every Port” and 

\ it: phi ne 
Savoy—Palace Burleskers, stock. = 
Crescent— Vaudefilm. 
Regent—"‘The Patent Leather BALTIMORE 

mid. By BRAWBROOK 
sarvare—— Maryland—‘‘Tlie Red Robe.” 
Avon—"Back to God's Country. Auditorium—“The Donovan Af- 


Palace—"The Forbidden Woman.” | (Knopf-Farnsworth Co.). 


Syracuse —‘“The Private Life of Ida’ (3d week). 
Helen of Troy” and “The Wagon Ford’s—Robert Mantell. 
Show.” 

Swan — ‘Now We're in the Air” 


Vovelsein and Charles 
Kessler, recentiy sentenced to six 
months’ imprisonment for attempte 
ing to exhibit indecent movies, were 


Judge Albert 


Abvert 


and “Pajamas. 

A Saturday night dramatic open- 
ing was tried out here last week by 
the Frank Wilcox Co., launching it 
fi-th Wieting stock season, 


paroled last wee) 
S. J. Owens. 


for several weeks. were arranged here by Chart Wilcox this year has a veteran ~ pa 
Muhlman, branch exchange man-} local lineup, the exceptions bein: Ticket forgers are active in and 
Henry Duffy’s stock production of | ager for F. N. lhis leading Jady, Janet Regal, and | around Baltimore u a, Z pode ——_ 
“The Bab} Crelone,” at his Presi- his director, Al Mack, also playing | to the Bowie track h Ave been forged 
dent here, easily rates as the most Betty Arlen (Mrs. Louis R. Gold- | offi fala 
costly of any so far staged by the en) has framed a new comedy sing- n Hee busy 
coast producer. Two of the ing and dancing act with be nny | Frotme a r lana nt at the Havre de 
sets are far and above anything evel Wise. They open for Fanchon & | olm ind L y. with a fst full 
seen here and Marco for a tour of the West Coast} py. theatre. Rochester, | phoney pasteboards for the stands. 
rey ‘oul houses. Wise weichs 3106 as against | local advertising drive | Scarching him, they ascot ered a 
this one 105 pounds for Miss Arlen. The lat- for for the Me tropolitan number of fake ions to the 
then he has hitherto done ter’s husband is the manager of Ca. ppearay there next | Mé pe QO more Lyric 

. ny } Ul 
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EXCLUSIVE VICTOR ARTIST 


HAVING COMPLETED SEASON 


HEADLINING THE 


CIRCUITS 


| Pee _ <1 


OPENS MAY 14th 


LONDON, ENGLAND 
BOOKED BY T. D. KEMP, JR. | 


THANKS to FRANK EVANS, PAUL DEMPSEY, E. G. LAUDER, JOHNNY DALY 
and BILL McCAFFREY | 


— 

Or 


MY PERSONAL MANAGER 


MR. FRANK BURKE 


Formerly of the Orpheum Circuit, Is Taking Entire Charge of My Affairs 


ADDRESS: TRAVERS AVENUE, MAMARONECK, NEW YORK 
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